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BeniUm tHitrUt o/ Jtew- fark^ a. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the S3d day of August, tn the 50th yetr of tb« 
Independence of the United States of -America, Charles Wiley, of the said Distriet, 
hath deposited in this office the title of a Book the right whereof he claims as proprietAr, 
in the words following, to wit : 

Hist«ry of the United States, from their First Settlement as Colonies, to the Close of 
the War with Great Britain, in 1815. 

" ClTitas, ificredibile memoratu est, adepta libertate, quantum hreri creverit/*— 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled " An Act tow 
the encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to 
the authors ud proprietors of such copies, during the time therein mentioned." And 
also to an Act, entitled '* An Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled an Act for the en- 
couragement of Learmng, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the 
vutiiors vnA proprietors of such copies, durinc the times therein mentioned, and eztend- 
Ins the benefits thereof to the arts of desigmng, engraving, and etching historical and 
ether prints." 

JAMEd DILL, CUrk of the SontiUrH Dittrict of Jfew Tork 



At a meeting x>f the American Academy of Language and Belles 
Lettres, held at the City-Hall, in the city of New-York, October CO, 
ISSO, — ^Hon. Brockholst Livingston, First Vice-President, in the 
chair ; Rev. John B. Romeyn, D. D. Clerk,-^the following preamble 
and resolution, offered by W. S. Cardell, Esq. seconded by the Rev. 
Doctor Wainwright, were unanimously adopted : 

As the proper education of youAh is, in all conmiunities closely 
connected with national prosperity and honor; and as it is particularly 
important in tiie United States, that the rising generation should 
possess a correct knowledge of their own country, and a patriotic 
attachment to its welfare i—r ' 

R^sohedy that a premium of not less than four hundred dollars, 
and a gold medal worth fifty dollars, be given to the author, being an 
American citizen, who, witlnn two years, shall produce the best 
written history of the United States, and which, with such history, 
shall contain a suitable exposition of the situation, character, and in- 
terests, absolute and relative, of the American Republic: calculated 
for a class-book in academies and schools. This work is to be ex- 
amined and approved by a committee of the institution, in reference 
to the interest of its matter, the justness of its facts and principles, the 
purity, perspicuity, and elegance of its style, and its adaptation to its 
intended purpose.^ « 

By order of the Academy, 

ALEX. Mc LEOD, Ree'g Se^ry. 

The undersigned, being appointed a conmiittee with full powers 
to examine the' several works submitted, and award the medal and 
premium in pursuance of the above resolution, having perused four 
books offered by different authors, according to the conditiops recjuir- 
«d, have selected one as being the best of the four; and aflser referring 
it to its author for such minor corrections as might render it more 
acceptable to the public, do now finally adjudge said medal and pre- 
mium to be due to the writer of the work recently printed, entitied, 

" A History of the United States, from their first 
Settlement as Colonies, to the close of the War with 
Great Britidn, in 1815. 

' ** dvitas, ineredibtle memoratu est, adepts Kberute, qiumtwm brevl ereveri*..'* • 

MalbuL 

Wm. p. Vak N»ss, ^ 

Alexr. Mc Leod, > ConkrmUet* 

Jacob Mortoit, \ 
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PREFACE. 



THE following work was begun many yean since : the ap- 
pearance^ soon afler, of several books, on a plan nearly similar, 
and the want of sufficient leisure, induced the Author to rdin- 
{pjoati his design. Perceiving, from the subsequent offer of 
a premium for the best written work of the kind, that another was 
wanted, he resumed and completed his undertaking. 

It was his purpose to present a correct and interesting narra- 
tive of aU the important events in the history of his country : to 
exhibit, in a strong light, the principles of political and religious 
fireedom which our forefathers professed, and for which they 
foo^it and conquered ; to record the numerous examples of for- 
titude, courage, and patriotism, which have rendered them iUus- 
trioas ; and to produce, not so much by moral reflections, as by 
the tenor of the narrative, virtuous and patriotic impressions 
upon the mind of the reader. It was his aim to render the book 
wordiy to be read, not only in the academies and schools of his 
country, but by that yery numerous portion of his fellow citizens, 
who have seldom the opportunity to peruse more voluminous 
productions ; and by those who might wish to review their 
studies, and fix in their memory the succession of events : and 
it was also his sum to exhibit a style which should be correct 
and pure ; should be free from ambitious ornament, and from 
those faults with which the writers of this country have been 
too justiy charged. He by no means supposes that he has 
accomplished all he aimed at. 

It was thought indispensable that a history, intended to be ac- 
cessible to all, should contaift some account of the different 
states of the union ; in order that many prejudices, the offspring 
of ignorance, might be removed ; and that the injurious effects, 
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which must flow from an acquaintance with the histoiy of a 
single state only, might be avoided. It was the correct remaik 
of an able writer, that the history of colonies generally affords 
but two interesting eras, that of their settlement, and that of their 
independence. To both of these the author has more particu- 
larly directed his attention. 

Let those who imagine that no book can do good &at is not a 
great book, consider that e/ery American should be acquainted 
with the history of his country, and that a Yoluminous history- 
would not be read by one twentieth part of the population ; that, 
on most minds, the same or even stronger impressions would be^ 
made by a work well written on the plan of this, than by a min» 
ute, and of course often tedious, detail of every event ; that the 
perusal of such a work, in early life, must excite rather than 
gratify curiosity ; that much, very much good would be done, 
should a knowledge of the important events be communicated^ 
and correct impressions be given, to those who would otherwise 
remain entirely ignorant : and that, in fact, this book contains 
more than many an octavo of high price. ^ 

But while it is important that no American, citizen shot^d be 
ignorant of the principal events in the history of his country, 
it is the indispendble duty of all, who can enjoy the opportu- 
nity, to read and to study the lai^r and more particular histories 
which have been published. Tiiere is little danger that this mnaHl 
and favored class will neglect this duty. The danger is great- 
er, that much the most numerous portion of the population — 
that portion in whose hands are the destinies of the republic — 
would read nothing, on the subject should expensive works onlj 
be published. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE contment of America was probably unknown to the 
ancients. If once known, as some have supposed, to the Car- 
tiia^nians, the Scandinavians, and the Welsh, all knowledge of 
it was afterwards lost. The discovery of this extensive region, 
constituting nearly one half of the habitable globe, was the acci- 
dental result of the attempts, made in the fifteenth century, to 
find a passage, by sea, from the ports of Europe to the East 
Indies, whose precious commodities were then transported, over 
land, by a long, dangerous, and expensive route. 

2. This passage was universally sought by sailing south,''along 
the western coasts of Europe and Africa, in the hope of find- 
ing the termination of the continent, when the Indies, it was 
supposed, might be attained, by taking at first an easterly and 
then a northerly course. The discovery of the Cape of Good 
Hope, in 1487, encouraged expectation, and gave increased ac- 
tivity to the spirit of adventure. 

3. Among die navigators of that age, Christopher Columbus, 
a native of die republic of Genoa, was distinguished for experi- 
ence and skill in his profession, for extensive knowledgCy and 
for a bold and original genius. The shape of the earth, then 
known to be round, and the fact that pieces of carved wood, a 
canoe, and two human bodies, of a complexion difierent from 
that of Europeans, had been driven, by long westerly winds, 
upon the shores of islands contiguous toEurope, suggested to 
his observing mind the project of seeking the East Indies by 
sailisf directly west, > ** 
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4. \JtS9i^<^tu defcav^rex^ejAsed'of an expedition, he sought 
first the assistance ;of.fir^ Ua^^-cit^.^ His countrymen, accus- 
tomed only to cruising, iu frail vessels; along the shores of the 
continent, treated the project as chimerical, Biid declined fumbh- 
ing aid. A pressing application to the king of Portug^, in 
whose dominions he had resided, met likewise with ridicule and 
rejection. Persevering in his purpose, he then sent his brother, 
Bartholomew, to England, to apply to Henry VII, and went 
himself to Spsdn, which was then governed by Ferdinand and 
Isabella, from whom he solicited assistance. 

5. For a long time he solicited in vain. At length the queen, 
persuaded by his representations^ became his friend and patron. 
by her direction, tluree sniall vessels were fitted out, and he was 
authorised to sail with these upon his projected voyage of dis- 
covery. On the third of August, 1492^ he departed from Palos, 
in Spain, directing his course towards the Canary islands. 

6» He stopped there to refit, and, on the sixth of September, 
boldly adventured into seas which no vessel had yet entered, 
with no chart to direct him, no guide but his compass, and with- 
out any knowledge of the tides or currents which might inter- 
rupt his course. He moved rapidly before the trade wind, 
which blows invariably from the east to the west between the 
tropics, judiciously concealing from his ignorant and timid crews 
the progress he made, lest they might be alarmed at the speed 
with which they receded from home. 

7. About the fourteenth of September, he was distant nearly 
six hundred miles from the most westerly of the Canaries, and 
here the magnetic needle was observed to vary from its direc- 
tion to the polar star, and incline towards die west ; an ap- 
pearance which, although now familiar, had never' before been 
observed. 

8. Columbus and his companions were alarmed. They were 
far from land, and far from the tracks of other navigators. All 
before and around them was unknown, and their only guide 
seemed to be no longer entitled to their confidence. But although 
alarmed, Columbus lost not his presence of mind. He assigned 
a reason for the variation, which, without satisfying himself, 
silenced the murmurs of his companions. 

9. But the interval of quiet and subordination was short. 
Disaffection soon reappeared among the ignorant and wavering, 
and, gradually spreading, at length pervaded the whole squadron. 
The men blamed their sovereign for listening to the schemes of 

^ jteifflEmng advent^rer. The indications pf land had all proved 
Ta&^ious, They would be amused and deceived no longer. 
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They agreed d^ Columbus should be forced to relinquish an 
undertaidiig wnich seemed to promise nothing but destruction ; 
and some of the more daring talked of throwing" him into the 
set, as a visionary projector; whose death wouU quose no regret, 
and^nroduce no inqujiy. ^' ^^^i^ 

10. Amidst these difficulties, Columbus displayed those traits 
oC character which proved the greatness of his mind, and his pe- 
culiar fitness for the arduous duties of his station. He appeared 
with a steady and cheerful countenance, as if satisfied with what 
he had done. Sometimes he soothed his companions by holding 
out to them a prospect of riches and of fame, and by offering a 
gratuity to him who should first discover land. Sometimes he 
assumed a tone of authority, threatening them with the ven- 
geance of their sovereign, and everlasting infamy, should they 
compel him to abandon the undertaking. 

11. These encouragements and threats prevented open and 
forcible resistance to his authority. Meanwhile the squadron 
proceeded onward ; the indications of land had become frequent, 
and convinced him that it could not be far distant But his crew 
were uncdnvinced, and their discontent increased. ^Assembling 
tamultuously on deck, they demanded to be conducted back to 
^pain. As a last expedient, he proposed that they should con- 
tinue on their course three days longer, and if, in that time, land 
^ould not be discc^vered, be would then comply with their 
demand. 

12. They consented. Before the time expired, Columbus, 
on the 11th of October, at midnight, saw a light ^immering at 
a distance. " A light ! a Hght !" was the joyful exclamation, 
wlndi instantly resounded through the squachron. On the ap- 
{MX)ach of morning, all hands stood gazing intently in the dbrec- 
tion where land, it was expected, would be discovered. 

13. Soon, on board the Pinta, the most forward vessel, was 
heard the cry of " Land ! land !" which was repeated, with 
almost frantic delight, by the crews of the other vessels. Passing 
firom one extreme to the other, they, who a few days before had 
reviled and insulted their commander, now regards! him as one 
whom the Deity had endowed with knowledge and penetration 
above the common lot of mortals. 

14. At sunrise, Columbus, in a rich and splendid drese, land- 
ed, and, with a drawn sword m his hand, and displaymg the 
royal standard, took possession of the island for the crown oi 
Spain, an his followers kneeling oa the shore and kissing the 
ground with tears of joy. The natives, who had assembled m 
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great numbers on tbe first appearance of the ships, stood around 
the Spaniards, gazing in speechless astonishment. 

15. " The Europeans were hardly less amazed at the scene 
before them. Eirery herb, and shrub, and tree was difierent 
from those which flourished in Europe. The inhabitants ap- 
peared in the simple innocence of pature, entirely naked. Their 
black hair, long, and uncurled, floated upon their shoulders or 
was bound in tresses around their, heads. Though not taU, they 
were well shaped and active. They were shy at first, through 
fear, but soon became familiar with die Spaniards ; from whom, 
with transports of joy, the} received various trinl^ets, for which 
in return they gave jsuch provisions as they had, and some cotton 
yam, the only commodity of value they could produce. '^ 

16. To this island Columbus gave the nan;ie of San Salvador. 
The natives called it Guanahani, and by tiiat name it is now 
known. It is one of the Bahama isles, and is above three thou- 
sancl miles firom Gomera, the most western of the Claries. 
From the poverty and ignorance of the inhabitants, Columbus 
was <x)nvinced that he had not yet arrived at the rich county 
which was the object of his search. Leaving Guanahani, he 
discovered and visited several other islands, and 9t length arrived 
at one called Hayti, by the natives, and by him, Hispaniola., 
Here he remained a few weeks, and then returned to Spain, 

17. The news of his wxmderful discovery filled the kingdom 
with astonishment and joy. His reception at com*t was accom- 
panied by flattering and splendid ceremonies ordained for the 
occasion ; and he was honored by many proofs of royal favor. 
He made three subsequent voyages, and, in 1498, discovered 
the continent of America, at the mouth of the Oronoco, a river 
of the third or fourth magnitude in the New World, but far sur- 
passing the largest in the Old. 

18. The honor, however, of first discovering the continent, 
must, without diminishing the merit of Columbus, be given to 
John Cabot and his son Sebastian. They were Venetians by 
buth, but, soon after the result of the first voyage of Columbus 
was known, were sent, by the king of England, on an expedition 
of discovery, in the same direction. In June, 1497, diey ar- 
rived at the island of Newfoundland, in Nordi America, and, 
proceeding westr^ard, soon after reached the continent. It 
being their object ako to find a direct passage to the Eset 
Indies, they first sailed northwardly in search of i^ as far as the 
67th degree of latitude ; then, retunung, cruised along the coadt 
to East Florida ; and thence sailed to England without having 
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made any settlement Upon the discoveries made in this voyage 
the Ungiish founded dieir claim to the eastern portion of North 
America* 

19.^ In 1499, Alonzo de Ojeda, a companion of Colomhas in 
fais mst expedition, sailing under the patronage of several Por- 
tsgoese merchants, discovered the continent at Paria, in the fifth 
degree of north latitude. Americus Yespucius, a Florentine 
gentleman who accompanied him, published, on his return, an 
account of the voyage and a description of the countiy which 
they had visited ^ and from.hBn it derives tiie name it bears. 

20. In 1504, several adventurous navigators, from different 
parts of France, came, in small vessels, to fish on the banks of 
Newfoundland. In 1524, John Yerrazzano, a Florentine, in 
the employment of the king of France, sailed along the coast of 
America,, from Florida to th^ 50th degree of north latitude. 
He is supposed to have entered the harbor of New York. He 
made, the next year, another voyage, from which he ntver 
returned, nor is it known by what disaster he perished. 

Si. During the next forty years, frequent voyages were made 
to the coast of Ndrth America. Of some, the object was fish^ 
ing ; of others, trade with the natives. In 1540, the French 
made an attempt to plant a colony in Canada^ which was unsno* 
cessiuL 

22. The reli^ous wars which afflicted France in the sixteenth 
century, induced that illustrious statesman, Jasper Coligni, the 
head of the Protestant sect, to project, in 1502, a settiement in 
America, to which his brethren might retire firom the persecu- 
tion of the Catholics. Fitting out two ships, he sent them thi- 
th^ und^ tiie Conunand of Johil Ribaut, who landed at a place 
supposed > to be within the limits of South Carolina, built a fort, 
left a part of his men, and returned to France. 

23. The men who were l^ft, soon afler riiutinied, killed their 
commander, built and equipped a vessel and put to sea. Having 
been out s^eral weeks and consumed all their provisions, one 
of their number, who consented to be made a victim to save his 
comrades, was killed and eaten. A few'days afterwards, they 
wore tdken up by an English vessd and carried to England. 
This was the first attempt to plant a colony within the limits of 
the United States ; and it is worthy of remark, that to secure ah 
asyhun firom religious persecution was the object ui view. Co- 
ligni afterwards sent a party to Florida, who were treacherously 
massacred by the Spamards. 

24. In 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, having received from 
qaeen Elizabeth a grant of such <^ remote, heathen, and barba- 
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rons lands'' ag he might discover and occupy, fitted out a sqittd- 
dron of five ships, and sailed for America. On arriving before 
St. John, in Newfoundland, he found thiity six vessels &hing in 
the harbor. He landed and took possession of the coun^ in 
the name of his sovereign. On his return to £ngland, he suf-« 
iered shipwreck and perished, 

25. The next year, sir Walter R»leigh, distinguished in the 
history of England as a gallant knight and as the favorite of the 
queen, obtained a renewal of the patent granted to sir Humphrey, 
who was hb half brother, flnd despatched to America two ships 
commanded by captains Amldas and Barlow. They first landed 
on an island in the inlet to Pamplico sound, then proceeded to 
the iide of Roanoke at the mouth of Albermarle sound, in North 
Carolina, and at both places were treated with great respect ity 
the natives. 

26. Having fireighted their ships with furs, sassafras, and ce^* 
dar, tiiey returned to England, where they published marvellous 
accounts of the beauty of the country, the fertility of the soil, the 
mildness of the climate, and the innocence of the natives. The 
queen was so charmed with the description that, as a memorial 
that the country had been discovered during the reign of a virgin 
queen, she called it Virginia. 

27. The next year, Raleigh sent from England a fleet of 
seven vessels, commanded by Sir Richard Grenville, and car- 
rying upwards of one hundred persons, destined to begin a set- 
tlement. They were left under Ralph Lane, on Roanoke 
island. The success of the Spaniards in finding gold in South 
America, led these adventurers to employ their time in a fruit- 
less search for it here. In 1586, they were visited by Sir 
Francis Drake, who, at their request, conveyed them back to 
England. Lane carrying home a quantity of tobacco, the 
Indian custom of smoking it was adopted by Raleigh, a man of 
gaiety and fashion, and introduced at court. 

28. Soon afler Drake departed, Grenville again arrived with 
provisions for the settlement. Finding it abandoned, he left 
fifteen men to keep possession of the country. In 1587, three 
other ships were sent to the same place, but the men who had 
been left could not be found, having probably been murdered 
by the savages. After remaining a f<?w weeks on the coast, the 
ships returned to England, leaving one hundred and seventeen 
men on the island. War then existing between England and 
Spain, two years elapsed before the coast was again vii^ted. In 
that period the whole number perished ; but in what manner • 
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has cev^^^been asc«*talned. Thus ended the exertionB of 
Raleigh to plant a colon}^ in America. 

29. These successive misfortunes withdrew for several years 
^ attention of the EngUdi from these distant regions. In 
1602, BarUiolomew Gosndd made a voyage to America. In* 
stead of taking the circuitous, but usual route, by the West India 
islands, he steered directly west from En^and, shortening die 
voyage at least due third, and arrived, in May, on the coast of 
Massachusetts. He discovered a head land, and taldng a great 
(piantity of codfish near it, called it Cape Cod. Proceeding 
southwardly, he passed Gay Head, enterc^l Buzzard's bay, and 
upon an islaiui within it erected a small fort, the ruins of which 
were visible so late as 1797. After trading a while with the 
IncBans he returned home. 

30. The report made by Gosnold revived the spirit of adven* 
tnre. In 1603 and 1605, two voyages were made in the same 
direction, and Penobscot bay, Massachusetts bay and the rivers 
between ^m were discovered. The accounts given by the last 
navigators confirmed the r^ort of Gosnold, and led to a more 
extensive scheme of colonization than had yet be^n attempted. 

31. Of this sdieme, Mr. Richard Hakluyt was the most ac- 
tive promoter. By his persuasion an association of gentlemen, 
in difierent parts of the kingdom, was formed for the purpose of 
sending colonies to America. Upon their application to king 
James, he, by letters patent, dated in 1606, divided the country 
1^ Yii^inia, then considered as extending from the southern 
boundary of North Carolina to the northern boundary of Maine, 
into two districts, and constituted two companies for planting 
colonies within them. 

32. The southern district he granted to sir Thomas Gates 
and his a^ciates, chiefly resident in London, and therefore 
styled the^^ondon company. The northern district he granted 
to Thomas Hanham and his associates, who were styled the Ply- 
mouth company^ Tlie two districts were called South and 
North Virginia. The members of these companies were prin- 
tipally merchants; their objects were the extension of commerce 
bnd the discovery of mines of the precious metals, which were 
Supposed to abound in North as well as in South America. 

33. For the supreme government of the colonies, a grand 
council was instituted, the members of which were to reside in 
England, and to be appointed by the king. The subordinate 

terisdid;ion was conmiitted to a council in each colony, the mem- 
rs of which were to be appointed by the frand council in Eng- 
land, and to be ffoverned by its instructions. To the emigrants 

B 
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and their descendants were secured the enjoyment of all the 
rights of denizens or citizens, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as if they had remained or heen bom in England. 

34. Before the date, however, of these letters patent, £e king 
of France granted to the Sieur De Monts all the territory from 
the 40th to the 46th degree of north latitude, or from New Jei*- 
sey to Nova Scotia, then called Acadie. By virtue of this grant 
a settlement was made in 1604, on the south eastern side of the 
bay of Fundy, and called Port Royal. In 1608,. Samuel 
Champldn, the agent of De Monts, laid the foundation of Que- 
bec, the capital of Canada. From these possessions of the 
Freijch, the colonies of New England and New York were, 
for more than a century, frequently and cruelly annoyed. 



^ 



CHAPTER 1. 



HISTORY OF VIRGINIA. 



THE London company, soon after its incorporation in 1606, 
despatched lo America diree ships, having on hoard one hun- 
dred and five persons destined to begin a settlement in South 
Virginia. Christopher Newport commanded the squadron. 
He was accompanied by captain Gosnold and other distinguished 
individuals ; sojne allured by curiosity, and some by the prospect 
of gain, to visit a country said to be inhabited by a new race of 
beings, and to abound in silver and gold. 

2. A sealed box was delivered to Newport, with directions 
that it should not be opened until twenty-four hours after the 
emigrants had landed in America. During the voyage, violent 
dissensions arose among the principal personages on board the 
squadron. Of most of them/ John Smith, one of the adventu- 
rers, incurred the distrust and hatred. His superior talents, and 
the Same he had acquired by his exploits in war, excited their 
envy, and probably caused him to claim for himself greater 
deference than they were willing or bound to yield. 

3. In bis youth, he had been a merchant's apprentice. At the 
dge of fifteen, he quitted his master and traveUed in France, the 
Netbeiiandb, Egypt, and Germany. Having joined the army of 
^ emperor of Aushia, who was ihen at war with the Turks, he 
received, as a reward for a successfiil stratagem, the command 
of a troc^ of horse. 

4. In three personal combats with Turkish chan^ions, he 
came off victorious, at each time killing his adversary. In a 
battle Tdiich subsequently took place, he was wounded and taken 
prisoner. After his recovery, he was sent as a slave to Con- 
stantinople. He had fallen into the hands of a cruel master; but 
his mistress, captivated by his fine appearance and herdc 
character, and commiserating his fate, sent him, in the absence 
of her husband, to her brother, who dwelt near the sea of Asoph. 
He, disregarding her directions, assigned to Smith degrading ana 
laborious tasks, and beat him without mercy whenever he fadled 
to perform them, 

5. Seizing a favorable opportunity, he killed his new master 
and fled into Russia^ After visiting Germany, France, Spain, 
and Morocco, he returned to England, became acquainted with 
ijfosnold, and was easily persuaded to embark in an expedition 
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to a country he had not jet yisited, in search of new scenes and 
new adventures. While jet at sea, he was accused of an inten- 
tion to murder the council, usurp "the government^ and make 
himself king of Virginia ; and upon this absurd accusation was 
put in confinement. 

6. The place of their destination was the disastrous posittoii 
at Roanoke. A storm fortunately drove them to the mouth of 
Chesapeake baj, which they entered on Ae 26th of April, 1607 
Discovering a large and beautilul river, thej gave it the name 
of James River, ascended it, and on its banks had several inter- 
views with the natives. 

7. In one of these a chief came forward, holding in one hanct 
his bow and arrows, in the other a pipe of tobacco, and dem.and» 
ed the cause of their coming. Thej made signs of peace, and 
were received as friends. Paspiha, another chief, when inforna<% 
ed of their wish to settle in the countrj, offered them as much 
land as thej wanted, and sent them a deer for their entertsun 
ment 

8. On the 13th of Maj, thej debarked at a place which they 
called Jamestown. On opening the sealed box, it was found to 
contain the names of the councU and instructions for theii^ guid- 
ance. In the list were the names of Gosnold, Smith, Wingneld, 
and Newport. Wingfield was elected president, and a vote waa 
passed excluding Smith from his seat at the board. He was, 
however, released from confinement 

9. The whole countrj was then a wilderness, in Tdiich a few 
Indiana roamed in pursuit of their enemies, or of wild beasts for 
food. In color thej were darker than the European, faut not so 
black as the negro. Thej possessed all the vices and virtues of 
the savage state; were cunnmg in stratagem, ferocious in battle, 
cruel to their conquered enemies, kind and hospitable to their 
friends, l^e j had no written language ; thej were unacquainted 
with the use of iron and the other metals ; their weapons of war 
were a bow and arrows, a stone hatchet, idiich thej called a 
tomahawk, and » club. Thej lived principall j b j hunting, but 
sometimes cultivated small patches of Indian corn. 

10. From such neighbors the emigrants could expect but little 
aid or comfort. Yet fliej took no care to provide for their future 
subsistence or preservation. Thej planted nothing the first jear. 
The provisions brought from England were soon consumed. In 
four months, famine and the diseases of a hot and damp climate 
swept awaj fiftj of their number. 

11. These dreadful distresses led them to reflect upon their 
situation and conduct. Having become sensible of their injustice 
to Smith, thej, at his request, had granted him a trial, which re- 



VIRGINIA. 17 

«idted in an honorable acquittal. His personal talents and activitj 
now enforced) in adversity, the same regard and deference which, 
in prosperous times, are yielded only to vested authori^ and offi- 
cial station. 

12. By his advice, a fort was erected, to protect them from the 
attacks of the Indians. To procure provisions and explore the 
country, he made frequent and distant excursions into the wilder- 
ness. Li one of these, he seized an Indian idol, made with skins 
fitufied with moss, for Ihe redemption of which as much com was 
brought him as he required. Sometimes he procured suppUes by 
caresses, sometimes by purchase, and when these means ^ed of 
success, he scrupled not to resort to stratagem and violence. 

13. But in the midst of his activity and usefulness, he was, 
TYfaile exploring the source of the river Chiokahominy, surprised 
And attacked by a party of Indians. He defended himself bravely 
tmtil his companions were killed, when he turned to flee. Run- 
ning at hazanl, he sunk to his neck in a swamp and was taken 
}>nsoner. 

14. The exulting savages conducted him in triumph, through 
«everal towns, to their king, Powhatan. At the end of six weeks, 
their chie& assembled to deUberate on his fate. They decided 
that he should die. He was led forth to execution ; hb head was 
placed upon a stone, and an Indian stood near with a club, the 
instrument of death. At this instant, Pocahontas, the young and 
favorite daughter of the king, appeared, and rushing between the 
executioner and the prisoner, folded his head in her arms and 
entreated her father to spare his life. Powhatan relented, direct- 
ed Smith to be conducted to his wigwam or hut, and soon afler- 
wanls sent him, escorted by twelve guides, to Jamestown. 

15. On his anival there, he found the number of settlers re- 
duced to thirty eight, and most of these had determined to aban- 
don the country. By persuasions and threats, he induced a ma- 
jority to relinquish their design. The remainder Jnore resolute, 
went on board a small vessel in the river. Agai£t these he in- 
stantly directed the guns of the fort, when, to avoid the danger 
of being sunk, they haistened back to their companions. 

16. Sustaining now a high reputation among the Indians^ he 
obtained from them occasional supplies of provisions, which pre- 
served the colony from famine. The princess Pocahontas also, 
rememberi|ig him whose life she had saved, frequently sent him 
such ar^cles as were most needed. The settlers were thus ena- 
bled to subsist until Captain Newport, who had returned to Eng- 
land, again arrived at Jamestown, with a quantity of provisions, 
and one hundred and twenty persons, who came to reside m the 
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a strong attachment to iaa daughter. In this, however, he Waar 
disappointed. Powhatan, noble by nature, felt indignant at thui 
instance of treachery in the English. He offered a ransom for 
his daughter, but revised to consent to any terms of peace until 
she was restored. 

28. During her stay at Jamestown, her beauty, her iartlesar 
simplicity, and those graces of manner which ever accompany 
dignity of mind and innocence of heart, won the affections of Mr, 
Rolfe, a young and respectable planter. He succeeded in pro 
ducing a reciprocal attachment. They were married with the 
consent of Powhatan. The consequence of this marriage was 
peace with her father, and with all the tribes who stood in awe. 
of his power. 

29. Rolfe and his princess made a voyage to England, where 
«he was received by 6xe king and queen with the attention due 
to her rank. For her virtues, and her disinterested services, she. 
was universally beloved and respected. She died when about ta 
return to America, leaving one son, from w^hom are descended 
some of the most respectable families in Virginia. 

30. In 1613; captain Argal was sent, with a naval force, to 
<irive the French from the settlements they had begun in Acadia, 
which were considered to be within the limits of North Virginia^ 
He accomplished the object of the expedition, and, when re- 
turning, visited a Dutch trading establishment on Hudson's 
river, which was also within the same limits. The governor, too 
feeble to resist, acknowledged himself subject to the king of 
England. 

31. The king, in his instructions ^ven at the time of the first 
emigration to Jamestown, directed tiiat all the land should be 
owned in common, and that the produce of the labor of all should 
be deposited in the public stores. In such circumstances, no one 
would labor with the same steadiness and animation as if he, and 
he alone, was to possess and enjoy the fruit of his industry. A 
different regulation was now adopted. To each inhabitant, three 
acres of land were assigned in full property, and he was permitted 
to employ, in the cultivation of it, a certain portion of his time. 
The effects of this alteration were immediately visible, and de- 
monstrated so clearly its wisdom, that soon after another assign- 
ment of fifly acres was made ; and the plan of working in a 
common field, to fill the public stores, was entirely abandoned. 

32. Since the year 1611, the colony had been governed by 
martial law, which was administered, by deputy governor Argal, 
vnth so much rigor as to excite universal discontent The 
council in England, listening to the complaints of the Virginians, 
appointed Mr. Yeardly governor, and instructed him to inquire 
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into and redress their wrongs. He arrived in April, 1619, and 
immediately, to .the great joy of the inhabitants, called a general 
assembly of the colony. It met at Jamestown, on the 19th of 
June, and was composed of delegates 'from the boroughs, then 
amounting to seven. They, the governor, and the council, sat 
and deliberated in the same apartment, and acted as one body. 

33. Emigrants conthiued to arrive frequently from England, 
bat nearly all were men, who came for the puipose of obtaining 
wealth, ajod intended eventually to return. With such views, 
they were evidently l«ss useful to the colony than if they should 
be kiduced to regard it as their home, and as the abode of their 
posterity. To produce this desirable attachment to the country, 
nmety girls, yoimg and uncorrupt, were sent over' in the year 
1620, and six^ more in the subsequent yeaiv and immediately 
sold to the young planters as wives. The price was, at first, one 
hundred, and afterwards, one hundred and nfly pounds of tobacco, 
then selling at three shillings the pound : and it was ordained, 
that debts, contracted for wives, should be paid in preference to 
all others. 

34. About the same time, anodier measure, of a different 
character, was adopted. The company were ordered by the 
king to transport to Virginia one huiulred idle and dissolute per- 
sons, then in custody for their offences. They were distributed 
tfarou^ the colony, and employed as laborers. 

35. A Dutch vessel also brought into James nver twenty 
Africans, who y^&re immediately purchased as slaves. This was 
the conmencmnent, in tne English American cdonies, of a traffic 
idihorrent to humanity, disgraceful to civilization, and fixing the 
foulest stain upon the character of the age and people. 

36. 1^ colony was now in the full tide of prosperity. Its 
nionbers had greatly increased, and its settlements were widely 
extended. At peace w&h the Indians, it reposed in perfect se- 
carity, and enjoyed without alloy all the happiness which its 
fortunate situation and favcnrable prospects afforded. It was 
deemed to experience a reverse of fortune, sudden, distressing, 
and terrible. 

37. Powhatan, the friend of the English, was dead. Opecan- 
canoogfa, a chief endowed with all those qualities which give 
rank and reputation to an Indian warrior, had succeeded him in 
his influence and power, but he was the secret and implacable 
oiemy of the v/h&es. By his art and eloquence, he united all 
die neighboring tribes in the horrible design of destroymg every 
man, woman, and child in the English settlements. 

38. The plan was concerted and matured, with all the secrecy 
and diswmulation wUch characterize the savages. While intent 
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on their plot, thej visited the settlements, lodged in tlie houses, 
bought arms of ^e English, and even borrowed their boats to 
enable them to accomplish their barbarous purpose. - - — ^ — - 

39. On the evening before the fatal day, thej brought them 
presents of game ; and the next morning came freely among them, 
behaving as usual. Suddenly, precisely at mid-day, the blow fell, 
at the same instant, upon the unsuspecting settlers ; and three 
hundred and forty-seven men, women, and children, were victims 
to savage treachery and crue%. The massacre would have been 
more extensive had not a domesticated Indian, residing in one of 
the villages, revealed the plot to his master, whom he had been 
soheited to murder. Information was instantly given to some of 
the nearest settlements, and just in time to save them from the 
calamity which feH upon the others. 

40. The horrid spectacle before them roused the En^ish from 
repose to vengeance. A vindictive and extenmnating war suc- 
ceeded. The whites were victorious, destroying many of their 
enemies, and dbliging the remainder to retire far into the wilder- 
ness. But their own number melted away before the miseries 
of war; their settlements were reduce4 from eighty to eighty and 
famine again visited them with its afflicting scourge. In 1624, 
out of nine thousand persons, who had been sent from England^ 
but eighteen hundred existed in the colony. 

41 . These continual misfortunes attracted the attention of kin^ 
James. He revoked the diarter which he had granted, and 
committed the management of all the affairs of the colony to a 
governor and twelve counsellors, who were to be appointed by 
die king and to be guided by his instructions. Of these Instrac* 
tions, those concerning tobacco, the principal article exported 
from the colony, may be taken as a sample. It was ordained 
that those who raised it should not themselves be permified ta 
dispose of it, but should export it to England, and deliver it ta 
certain designated agents ; and they alone were authorized to 
eell it. 

42. Under such arbitrary regulations, the people lived and 
Slivered, until the year 1636, when sir John Harvey held the 
office of governor. He was haughty, rapacious, unfeeling, and 
fitted, by his disposition, to exercise power in the true spirit of 
his instructions. Inflamed to madness by his oppressions, the 
Yii^inians, in a fit of popular rage, seized and sent him a pri- 
soner to England. At the same time, they despatched two de-^ 
puties charged to represent the grievances of the colony and the 
governor's misconduct. 

43. Charles the first, who was then king, indignant at the vio- 
lent proceeding, received the defMitles sternly, and sent back ih^ 
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governor, invested with all his former powers. He waSj bow- 
ever, in 1639, succeeded by Sir William Berkeley, who was in- 
structed again to allow the Virginians to elect representatives. 
Such was their gratitude to the king for this favor, that during 
(he civil wars between him and his parliament, they were faithful 
to the royal cause, and continued ^thful even after he was de- 
throned and his son driven ihto exile. 

44. The parliament, irritated by this conduct of the Virginians, 
sent ar Geoi^ Ayscue, in 1652, with a powerful fleet, to reduce 
them to submission. Berkeley, with more spuit than prudence^ 
opposed this force ; but after making a gallant resistance, he was 
obliged to yield. He obtained the most favorable terms for the 
colony, but asked no stipulations in his own favor. Withdraw- 
ing to a retired situation, he lived beloved an4 respected by the 
pec^le. 

45. For nine years afterwards, governors appointed by Crom- 
well, continued to preside over the colony. But the predilection 
for royalty, which the inhabitants had di^layed, was remember- 
ed, and they were less favored than those of New-England, who, 
like the predominant party in Great Britain, were republicans in 
pditics, and puritans in religion. Arbitrary restrictions upon the 
commerce of Virginia checked its prosperity, and produced dis- 
content. At length, the sudden death of governor Matthews 
afforded, to the adherents of the royal cause, a favorable oppor- 
tunity, which they gladly seized, to proclaun Charles the second, 
and to invite Berkeley to resume the authority of governor. He 
consented, requiring only their solemn promise to hazard their 
lives and fortunes in supporting the cause they had espoused. 

46. At this period, no intelligence had been received of the 
death of Cromwell. Fortunately for the colony, that event 
happened soon after; the king whom they had proclaimed was 
restored to the throne ; and Virginia for a long time boasted, 
that she was the last of the British dominions that submitted to 
CromweU, and the first that returned to her allegiance. 

47. C^iaries the second confirmed sir William Beit^eley in the 
iffice of governor ; but, with characteristic ingratitude, he neg- 
lected the interests of the colony, and even imposed additional 
restrictions upon its commerce. He also grantied to his favorites 
large tracts of land which belonged to the colony. These in- 
juries, mflicted by a hand which ought to have bestowed favors, 
wounded the feelings of the Virginians, and produced murmurs 
imd complaints. No relief being granted, an open and turbulent 

insurrection was the consequence. 

48. At the head of the insurgents, was Nathaniel Bacon. He 

Has a lawver, educated in London, and was appointed a member 
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of the councili a short time after his emigration to Yirginiai 
He was jomig, bold, ambitious ; his person engaging, and hia 
donation commanding. He harangued the citizens upon their 
grievances ; inflamed their resentment against their rulers; de« 
claimed particularly agamst the languor with which the war, th^i 
existing with the Indians, had been conducted ; and, such was 
the effect of his representations, that he was elected general by 
the people. 

49. He applied to the governor for a commission confirming 
this election, and offered instantly to march, at the head of the 
citizens, against the savages. Sir .William indignantly refused^ 
and issued a proclaunation commanding the insurgents to disperse. 
Bacon had advanced too far to recede with honor or safety. He 
hastened, at the head of six hundred armed followers, to James- 
town, surrounded the house where the governor and council 
were assembled, and repeated his demand. 

50. The council, intinudated by the tixreats of the enraged 
multitude, hastily prepared a commission, and, by didr entreaties, 
prevailed on the governor to sign it. Bacon and his troops, then 
began their march against the Indians. But the council, when 
rdieved from their fears, declared the commission vokl, and 
proclaimed him a rebel. Enraged at this conduct, he instandy 
returned^ with all his forces, to Jamestown. The governor ^d, 
the council dispersed, and he found himself in possession of 
supreme power. To give it some show of legality, he called 
together the most considerable gentlemen in Sie colony, who 
bound themselves by oath to support his authority. 

51. Some districts remained faithful to Berkeley, ii^o col- 
lected forces, and made inroads into those sections where Bacon's 
authority was recognised. The latter retaliated, and f<^ some 
months, a civil war, with all its peculiar horrors, raged in Vir- 
ginia. Jamestown was burned, and some of the finest and best 
cultivated districts were laid waste. 

52. King Charles, informed of the situation of affairs, de- 
spatched a body of troops to the assistance of Bericeley. Bacon 
and his followers, nnintimidated by their approach, determined 
to oppose them ; but when prepaered to take me field, this dari^ig 
and successful leader, having exercised the supreme power foi' 
seven months, sickened and died ; and no person being found 
among the insui^ents qualified to supply his place, as the general 
of an army or as a popular leader, they laid down their arms anc( 
dispersed. 

53. Governor Berkeley again assumed the supreme authority^ 
and finding the rebels in his power, pursued them with unsparing 
-'Tor. Many were tried by courts martial, and executed. Th«r 



MASSACHtJSETTS. 25 

assembly interfered, praying him to stop the work of death, and 
enacted laws which ^raduaU/ restored tranquillity. Soon after, 
Sir William returned to England, and his authority devolved on 
cdon^ Jeffreys, the lieutenant-eovernor. Under his administra- 
tion, peace was concluded with me Indians ; and notwithstanding 
the tyrannical regulations o£ the king, and the oppressive re- 
fllrictions i^>on commerce, the colony increased in wealth and 
pc^pulation. In the year 1688, the number of inhabitants ex- 
ceeded 60,000. 

54. Between this period and the commencement of the French 
war of 1756, an account of which will be found in a subsequent 
chUpter, but few events occurred in the colony of sufficient im* 
portance to find a place .in history. Its position, remote from 
the settlements of the French in Canada, and of the Spaniards in 
Florida, was favourable to its quiet New-England and New- 
Yoric, on the one hand, Georgia and the CaroBnas on the other, 
protected it from savage incursions. Its affairs were administered 
by governors a4ppointed by the king, and representatives chosen 
by the people. 

55. The laudable efforts of these representatives, to arrest the 
progress of slavery in the coloAy, ought not to be passed over in 
sOence. Convinced of its inhumanity, and foreseeing the dread- 
fol evils which it must produce, they often passed laws prohibiting 
the importation of slaves ; but diose who were higher in autho* 
rity, yielding to the wishes of merchants engaged in the abomina- 
ble traffic, persisted, with crimmal obstinacy, in withholding their 
assent. England, not America, is responsible for the wretched- 
ness, which her kings and her officers were often importuned, 
but refused, to avort. 



CHAPTER n. 



MASSACHUSETTS 



OF the two companies incorporated by king James, an account 
of the proceedings and dissolution of one, and a history of the 
colony it founded, have been given m tiie preceding chapter Ta 
the otiier, or Plyinouth company, was assigned a portion of the 
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American continent lying further to the north, and at that tinnr 
called North Virginia, 

2. The latter, in 1606, the year in which both were incorpo- 
rated, despatched a ship to make discoveries within the limits of 
its grant. Before the voyage was completed, she was captured 
by 5ie Spaniards. Another ship, afterwards sent for the same 
purpose, returned with such a favorable account of the territory 
that the company was encouraged to proceed in the undertaking. 

3. The next year, forty-five men were sent over and left at the 
mouth of the river Kennebec. In 1608, dispirited by the hard- 
ships they had endured, they returned to England in ships which 
had brou^t them provisions and succors. The company, disap- 
pointed and dissatisfied, desisted for a while from all attempts to 
effect a settlement. 

4. In 1614, John Smith, the same who atted a conspicuous 
part in the settlement of Virguiia, made a voyage to this northern 
country, touching first at the mouth of the Kennebec. Sailing 
thence, in an open boat, he surveyed the coast to the southern 
boundary of Massachusetts bay. The northern promontory he 
named Tragabigzanda, in honor of the Turkisl;! lady to whom he 
had formerly been a slave. The three small islands, lying near 
the head of the promontory, he called the Three Turks' Head^, 
in memory of his victory over the three Turkish champions. 
Both appellations have been changed for others. On his return 
to England, he presented to prince Charles a map of the country, 
and gave him such a glowing description of its beauty and excel- 
lence^ that he, in the warmth of his admiration, declared it should 
bear the name of New-England. 

5. Smith afterwards made an attempt to transport a colony 
thither, which was unsuccessful ; and New-England might long 
have remained the abode of wild beasts and savages only, had not 
motives, more powerful than the love of gain or of perilous ad- 
ventures, impelled men, differing from all others who had been 
the founders of colonies, to select it as the place of their residence. 

6. In the beginning of the seventeenth century, James the first 
asserted and maintained a despotic power over the consciences 
of his English subjects. All who presumed to dissent from the 
creed which he had adopted were persecuted with extreme rigor. 
In that age, the maxim was avowed by ecclesiastics of all sects as 
well as politicians, that uniformity in/religion was essential to the 
repose of society, and that it was therefore the right and duty 6f 
every sovei eign to preserve it in his dominions, by the exercise 
of all his powers of restraint and punishment 

7. But i ree inquiry had lately received such an impulse from 
the success of Luther and the other reformers, that the cJvit 

^ • J 
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authority was unable to arrest or control! it Yarious sects arose, 
dissenting from the ^tablished religion, and all distinguished by 
their denaocratic tenets respecting church government. Perse- 
cvAed at home, a small number, belonging to the sect which were 
afterwards called Independents, removed to Leyden, in Holland, 
where they formed a distinct society under the care of their pas- 
tor, the Rev* John Robinson. By their ri^d virtues and exem- 
plary deportment, they acquired tiie respect of the magistrates 
and citizens. 

8. After residing several years in that city, various considera- 
tions induced them to resolve to leave it. In 1618, they applied 
to the London, or South Virginia, company, for a grant of land 
in America ; and to ensure success, they observed, " that they 
were well weaned from the delicate milk of the mother country, 
and inured to the difficulties of a strange land ; that they were 
knit togetfier by a strict and sacred bond, by virtue of which they 
held themselves bound to take care of the good of each other and 
of the whole; that it was not with them as with other men, whom 
small things could discourage, or small discontents cause to wish 
themselves home again." 

9. A grant was obtained, and in iSeptember, 1620, a part of 
Ihem set sail for Hudson's river ; but the master of the ship, 
bribed, it is said, by the Dutch, who claimed the sole right of 
grading in that quarter, carried them farther north, and the first 
land they discovered was Cape Cod. This, they were aware, 
was beyond the limits of the London company, but it was now 
November, and too late in the season io put again to sea. They 
therefore determined to land at the first place they could find 
suitable for a settlement 

10. Before leaving the ship, the heads of famihes and fireemen, 
forty-one in number, signed a solemn covenant, combining them- 
selves into a body politic for the purpose of making equal laws 
for the general good. They ordained that a governor and as- 
sistants should be annually chosen, but the sovereign power re- 
niained in the whole body of fireemen. John Carver was elected 
governor. 

Jl# OijL the 11th of December, [O. S.] they landed on a deso- 
late co^r Sterile sands and gloomy forests were the only ob- 
jects that met ttieir view. The severity of the cold, greater than 
they had ever experienced, ac^nonished them to seek protection 
against it ; and their first employment was the erection of huts 
in the most convenient and sheltered situations. In these miser- 
able abodes they passed the winter, those at least who survived it. 
I5y the succeeding spring, one half of their number had perished. 
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exhausted by contmual sufTering, bM by the privation of e^ery 
worldly comfort which they had been accustomed to enjoy. 

12. Their settlement was found to be within the limits pf the 
Plymouth company from, which they solicited and obtained a 
grant of land ; but they were never incorporated by the king. 
They called the place New-Plymouth. They often: receiveil 
small additions to their number, which, in 1^30, amounted fx^ 
three hundred. 

13. In the mean time, the same causes that drove Mr. Robin 
son and his congregation from England had continued to opei'ate. 
A class of dissenters, denominated puritans from the, austerit}* ol 
their manners, and from their claims to superior purity in worship 
and discipline, had become numerous ; and as, by their new mo^ie 
of worship, they violated the laws of the land, they were prose- 
cuted as criminals. Their faith was confirmed and their zeal in 
creased by their sufferings ; and having learned that complete re- 
ligious freedom was enjoyed at New-flymouth, in America, they 
naturally directed their thoughts to that countiy, as a secure asy- 
lum from persecution. 

14. In 1627, an association of puntans, residing at Dorchester 
and the vicinity, was formed for die purpose of planting a colony 
in New-England, to which they and their brethren mi^t repair, 
and, in seclusion and safety, worship God according to the dic- 
tates of conscience. They obtained from the Pljrmouth compa- 
ny, a grant of the territory, which now constitutes a part of the 
state of Massachusetts, and sent over, under the direction ol 
John Endicott, a small number of people, to be^n a plantation^ 
These, in September, landed at a place called, by the Indians^ 
Naumkeak, and, by themselves, Salem, 

15. The next year, they obtWed a charter from the crown, by 
which the usual powers of a corporation were conferred upon tbe 
grantees, by the. name of the " Governor and Company of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, in New-England." It ordained, that the officers 
of the company should be a Governor, a deputy Governor, and 
eighteen assistants, to be named, in the first instance, by the crown, 
and afterwards elected by the corporation. Fou^stated meetings 
of aU the members were to be held annually, under the denomi- 
nation of the General Court, at which they were authorised to 
admit freemen or members, and to make Etuch ordinances or laws, 
not repugnant to the laws of England, as they might deem expe- 
dient. The colonists, and their descendants, were declared to 
be entitied to all the rights of natural bom English subjects. 

16. At a General Court, held at London, in 1629, the office^ 
prescribed by the charter, were elected, and several ordinances 
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were ailopted for the government of the company. Three 
hundred people were sent over, of whom one hundml, dissatisfied 
with the situation of Salenr, removed to Charlestown. Religion 
was the first object of their care in the country they had adopted. 
A religious covenant was agreed upon, and a confession of faith 
drawn up, to which their assent was given. Pastors were chosen, 
and were, from necessity, installed into their sacred offices by 
Ike imposition of the hands of the brethren. 

17- Theensuing winter was a period of imcommon suffering 
and sickness. The cold was intense ; the houses were unfinished ; 
tbe provisions were insufficient and unwholesome. Before 
spring, nearly half their number perished, "lamenting that they 
could not live to see the rising glories of the faithful." 

•18. '^ese calamities had some effect in deterring others 
Srom joinmg them ; but the consideration that the general courts 
were hdd,^2ie officers elected, and the laws enacted, in London, 
had still greater influence. It did not comport with the views 
and feelings of those who disdained to submit to authority in 
matters of faith, to consent to remove to the new world, and 
ihere he governed by laws which they could have no part in 
enacting. Representations to this effect were made to the com- 
pany, who reserved that the government and patent should be 
removed to Massachusetts, \^ 

19» This wise resoliMon gave such encouragement t'^'^fiigra- 
tion, that, in 1630, more than fifteen hundred persons cstfa^o^f, 
and founded Boston and several adjacent towns. Of thesi^er- 
sons, all were respectable, and many were from illustrious and 
noble families. Having been accustomed to a life of ease and 
enjoyment, their sufferings, the first year, were great, and proved 
fatial to many ; among others, to the lady Arabella, who, to use 
the words of a» early historian of .the country^ "came firom a 
paradise.df plenty stud pleasure, in the famify of ai noble earl, into 
a wildem^BSS of wants ; and although celebrated for her many 
virtues, yet was not able to encoimter the adversity she was sur- 
rounded with| and, in about a month after her arrival, she ended 
her days at Ss^m;^ where she first landed." Mr. Johnson, her 
husband, overconAe with grief, survived her but a short time. 

20. Before December, two hundred perished. On the 24th 
of that month, the cold became intense. Such a Christmas eve 
Ihey had never before known. Yet the inclemency of the 
weather continued to increase. They were almost destitute of 
provisions, and many were obliged to subsbt on clams, muscles^ 
and other shell fish, with nuts and acorns instead of bread- 
Many more died; but in this extremity, that ardor of conviction 
fvhi|3i impelled them to emigrate, remained in full force, and 
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they met, with a firm, unshaken spuit, the calamities which as 
sailed them. 

21. One great ohject of the puritans, in retiring to the unoc 
cupied regions of New-England, was the establishment of « 
religious commonwealth, as nearly upon the model of that of the 
Jews as the difference of circumstances would admit To ac- 
complish this object, they deemed it necessary, and at a general 
court, held in 1631, they ordained, that none but those who had 
made a profession of religion, and had become members ofsatke 
church, should be admitted members of the corporation, or enjoy 
the privilege of voting. 

22. This law has been too severely censured by those who 
have lived in more liberal and enlightened times. It contradicted 
none of the professions of the puritans. It was in strict accordance 
with the avowed motives of flieir emigration. It ex^fj^ted lesa 
intolerance than was then displayed by every other nation. It 
violated the rights of no one, for no one could claim a right to 
con)e into the territory which they had purchased. And it was 
doubtless essential, such was then the temper of men's minds, to 
the repose of their little society. 

23. The colonists had frequently been alarmed, but never yet 
attacked, by the Indians. These were not, in fact, in a cottditlon 
to do n^ch injury. A few years before the arrival of the Eng* 
lish, a contagious distemper swept away a great number, almosi 
exterminating several tribes. In 1633," the small pox destroyed 
many who had survived the pestilence ; and the territory, conti- 
guous to the first settlements of the English, seemed to have been 
providentially made vacant for their reception. As an attack 
from this quarter was, however, possible, and as the French, 
who had a trading establbhment at Acadia, had discovered some 
^Tuptoms of hostility, it was thought advisable to erect fortifica- 
tions at Boston, and other places, and to open a correspondence 
with then* neighbours at New-Pljrmouth. 

24. So far fi'om the capital had the settlements extended, that 
it was found extremely inconvenient for all the fireemen to as- 
semble and transact the necessary public business. In 1634, the 
mode of legislation was altered, by the generaibonsent of the 
towns. They delegated to twenty-four representatives the 
authority granted, by the charter, to the whole body of firemen, i 
This important alteration was adopted the more readily, as the J 
emigrants had been familiar, in their native country, with the 
representative system. The appellation of General Court, which 
had been applied to all the freemen \^en assembled, was now 
transferred to their representatives. 

25. In the same year, Roger Williams, the mmister of Salem, 
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Laving occasioned disturbances,, bj advancing tenets considered 
not only heretical but seditious, and being found irrecIaimabM, 
was ordered to leave the colony. He retired to Rehoboth, which 
was then within the jurisdiction of Plymouth. 

26« In 1635, Massachusetts received from England a large 
number of inhabitants, and among them came two who afterwards 
acted coni^icuous parts in the affairs of their native country. 
One was Hu^ Peters, who was subsequently a chaplain of 
OKver Cromwell ; the other was Mr. Vane, afterwards Sir 
Hemy Vane. The latter vras but twenty-five years of age ; but 
by his show of great humilitv, his grave and solemn deportment, 
and his ardent professions of attachment to liberty, he stole the 
hearts of the puritans, and, the year afler his arrival, was made 
governor of the colony. 

27. His popularity, however, was transient During his ad- 
ministration, the celebrated Mrs. Hutchinson, a woman who was 
distinguished for her eloquence, and had imbibed the enthusiasm 
of the age, instituted weekly meetings for persons of her own 
sex, in which she commented on the sermons of the preceding 
Sunday, and advanced certain mystical and extravagant doctrines. 
These spread rapidly among the people, and many became 
converts. 

28. Governor Vane, with Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright, 
two distinguished clergymen, embraced them with ardor ; but 
lieatenant governor Winthrop, and a majority of the churches, 
deemed tb^m heretical and seditious. Great excitement was 
produced among the people ; many conferences were held ; public 
fasts were appointed ; a general synod was summoned ; and afler 
much intemperate discussion, her opinions were determmed to 
be^erroneous, and she and some of her adherents were banished 
from the colony. 

29. Not being again chosen governor. Vane returned in dis- 
gust to England, engaged in the civil wars, which soon afler 
afflicted that country, sustained high offices in the republican 
party, and, after the restoration of Charles II, was accused of 
h^ treason, convicted and executed. Peters pursued a similar 
career, and met frith the same fate. 

30. In such high repute, at this time, were the settlements in 
Massachusetts, that other Englishmen, still more conspicuous, 
had determined to leave their native land, that they might enjoy, 
ia a desert, the civil and religious liberty which was denied them 
at home. Among these were Mr. Hambden, Sir Arthur Haselrig, 
and Oliver Cromwell, whom king Charles, by express order, de- 
tanked, when on the point of embarkmg. Little did he imagine 
that, by this act of arbitrary power, he kqpt within his kingdom 
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those restless votaries of freedom, who were destmed to overturn 
his throne, and bring his head to the block. 

31. By the settlement of Massachusetts, the attention of emi- 
grants was diverted from the colony of Pljrmouth, where the soil 
was less fertile. It nevertheless continued to increase, although 
slowly, in population. In 1533, the government of that colony 
buih a trading bouse, near Hartford, which was the first building 
erected within -the boundaries of Connecticut. Soon after, many 
persons repaired thither fro|n Massachusetts. In 1636, Roger 
Williams laid the foundation of Rhode Island. ^ubsequenQy, 
New-Hampshire and New-Haven were founded, which increas- 
ed to five the number of colonies in New-England. 

32. The rapid progress of the English settlements, excited the 
jealousy of the ntitives. They had welcomed, without fear, the 
emigrants who first landed, not anticipating their future encroach- 
ments. The experience of a few years convinced them that they 
must either exterminate these invaders of their country, or be 
themselves exterminated. 

33. Within the boundaries of Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
Jived two warlike tribes, the Pequods and Narragansets. The 
former were hostile, the latter friendly, to the whites. Between 
the two tribes an inveterate enmity existed ; but the more saga- 
cious and politic Pequods proposed that all animosities shoidd be 
forgotten, and their united strength directed against their inva- 
ders, before they had become too strong to be resisted. At first 
the Narragansets wavered, but their hatred of the Pequods over- 
powered the suggestions of policy. They disclosed the piH)posal 
to the English, and invited them to join in a war agsdnst their 
common enemy. 

34. The colonies were roused to a sense of their danger. In 
1637, Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Connecticut, agreed to unite 
their forces^a»J}9ttempt the entire destruction of the Pequods^ 
Captain Mason, with eighty men, principally from Connecticut, 
and three hundred friendly Indians, was immediately sent into 
the country of the enemy. Early in the morning of the 26tii of 
May, he attacked one of the principal villages, which had been 
surrounded with pallisades. The resistance was brave and ob- 
stinate, and the issue of the battie for some time doubtful ; but 
the whites, forcing their way into the enclosure, set fire to the 
wigwams, and then, retreating a short distance, surrounded the 
town. Many of the Indians perished in the flames ; others were 
shot, in their attempts to flee. Of five or six hundred, within the 
enclosure, but few escaped. The English troops, of whom two 
were killed and sixteen wounded, returned in triumph to Hartford. 

36. In J^ne9 another body of troops, principally frorn Massa* 
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f cliiMetts, marched intotheenemy'scountfyjaurr 
into which a parly of them had retired, and tod 
Some escE^ing, thej were pursued to another 
De«r New-Haven, where the whole atrength 
collected. This was, in like mumer, aurround 
lest ensued ; but the whites were again victoriom 
Pequods were killed or made prisoners, Th< 
to the country of the Mohawlra. The brilliai 
English, in this Urst and short warwith the native 
boring tribes such an exalted idea of their prowe 
ly forty years, they were neither iUtacked nor a 

36. Xen years had now elapsed since the fin 
made at Salem. It has been computed that, i 
twenty-one thaasand persons arrived in Mass 
diaseotera in England having obtained the ascen 
renunent, all motives for emigration ceased ; ai 
th^ for many years ^lerwards, more persons r 
land, than came from England to the colonies. 

37. Such, however, were the character and vi 
gnmls ; such the power over difficulties whic 
minds, and bodies hardened by labor, had impan 
they continued to increase, with astonishing ra 
and numbers. ' And avote of the house of conui 
"the plantadoBs in Kew-England bad had gooi 
euccesa, without any public charge to the state," 
historian of those times, as an honorable testim 
merit of the colonists. 

38. Circumstances and events had already imp 
ter upon them, which, though softened in its w 
the progress of refinement, still distinguishes tb 
Persecution made them bigots; piety maile them 
made them frugal ; incessant toil made them bs 
dreary solitudes made tiiem gloomy and superati 
nierous clergy and well educated leaders, madt 
literatare and the sciences. 

39. Four of the New-England colonies, Mas! 
necticut, Plymouth, and New-Haven, apprehend 
(he Indians, from the Dutch, at New-Tork, and fi 
at Acadia, formed, in 1643, a firm and perpetual 1 
and defensive. By the articles of this league, eax 
i^tpoint two commissioners, who were to assemi 
in the respective colonies, and were empowerei 
nancea of general concern ; and, in case of invasi 
was bound, upon the aj>plication of three ma^ 
nded colony, to fiinush astipulated proportion of i 
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40. Strengthened by this league, the colonies were respected 
by their civilized and sjivage neighbors. Wjth the French, un** 
der D'Anlney, Massachusetts had a long and- troublesome dis* 
pute; which was adjusted, in 1644, by a treaty made by governor 
Endicott, and afterwards ratified by the commissioners. 

41. When representatives were first chosen, they sat and voted 
\n the same chamber with the assistants. In 1635, when Mr. 
Hooker applied for permission to form a settlement on Connecti- 
cut river, a majority of the assistants voted against granting per- 
mission ; but a majority of the whole assembly in favor of it. 
The representatives contended that a majority of the assistants 
was not necessary, arid that the vote had passed in the affirma- 
tive. The assistants claimed to be a distinct branch of the legis- 
lature, and contended that it had passed in the negative. 

42. No provision having been made for a case of this kind, an 
adjournment, for a week, took place ; a public fast was appomt- 
pd, and the divine direction implored in all the congregations. 
Wheii the assembly again met, a sermon was preached, by Mr, 
Cotton, which induced the representatives to yield to the claim 
of the assistants. In 1644, tiie dispute was renewed, and the 
fissistants were again victorious. The representatives then pro- 
posed that the two classes should sit apart, and form distinct bo* 
dies, and in this proposition th§ assistants concurred. 

43. The contest between the king and parliament, at length 
resulted in open war ; and the New-England colonies, actuated 
by the same feeling as the puritans in England, embraced, with 
ardor, the cause of the latter. The parliament rewarded this 
attachment, by exempting them ftom all taxes ; and when the su- 
preme authority devolved upon Cromwell, as protector of the 
liberties of England, they found in him a friend no less sincere 
and. zealous. 

44. After the conquest of Ireland, be invited them to return 
^nd settle in that coiuitry; and, subsequently, having conquered 
Jamaica, he endeavored to persuade them to remove to that far* 
tile island, and more genial climate. But his arguments and sor 
licitations were unavaSing. They enjoyed, in their present abode, 
complete religious freedom, and that privilege they were unwil* 
ling to hazard in pursuit of advantages less essential to their 
happiness, 

46. In 1641, the settlements in New-Hampshire were incoiv 
porated with Massachusetts. And, in 1652, the inhabitants of 
the province of Maine were, at their own request, taken under 
her protection. This province had been granted to Sir Ffjrdi*- 
nand Gorges, who, in 1639, first established a government over 
It. In 1640, a general court was held at Saco. Upon the desith 
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-^sdon vritl) > most of the officers whom he had 

"" the co' ^^ *^^ ^^r.^^^ f^,.^A u «^«^««« — ♦ • 

J 1^* otection. 

^^ V ^» ^ j^^ deVerSJ ^JUSUKcio cuhv^^u lu. mc ^yvivuv* iii ixjis 

^ ^^*K. jtft'osfasts, these sectarians surpassed all others in enthu- 



N,^ <^^ the co' ^^^ *^® people found it necesssary to re^ 

f> \ :^.^J»^' otection. 

?J^ V ^^ - ^> several Quakers arrived in the colony. In this 



Their behavior was rude, contemptuous, and disorderly. 
They reviled magistrates and niinisters, and, entering churches 
on the Sahbath, disturbed the solemnities of public woj^hip. For 
these offences they were first imprisoned, and then banished. A 
'law was passed prohibiting Quakers from coming into the colony, 
hnposing the penalty of baAhment upon the first offence, and of 
death upon such as should return after banishment. Four, who 
were so in&tuated as to return and obtrude themselves upon the 
notice of the government, suffered the death which they appeared 
to seek. This cruel and impolitic law Was soon afterwards re- 
pealed. 

47. Cromwell, who had governed England with gi^ater ability 
and higher merit than most ofher kings, died in 1658, and after 
an interval of two years, Charles the second, a prince destitute 
of honor and virtue, was recalled from exile and placed upon thei 
throne. He was reluctantly acknowledged by the colonies of 
New-England. They had been the favorites of the parliament, 
and the protector, and apprehended, With good reason, the loss of 
their ci^ and religious privileges. 

48. A short time after, WhsJley and Goffe, two of the judges 
who had sentenced Charles the first to be beheaded, having fled 
before the return of his successor, arrived in New-England* 
Their first place of residence was Cambridge; but they often ap^ 
peared publicly in Boston, particulariy on Sundays and other days 
of religious solemnities. They had sustained high rank in Crom- 
well's army, were men of uncommon talents, and, by their digni- 
fied manners and grave deportment, commanded universal respect. 

49. As soon as it was known that they were excepted from the 
general pardon, the governor Suggested to the court of assistants 
the expediency of arresting them. A majority opposed it, and 
many members of the general court gave them assurances of 
protection. Considering themselves, however, unsafe at Cam- 
bridge, they removed to New-Haven, where they were received 
with great respect by the clergy and magistrates. 

60. After a short residence there, enjoymg, in private, the so- 
ciety of their friends, the governor of Massachusetts received a 
mandate to arrest them. A warrant wai unmediatdy issued, au- 
^thorising two zealous royalists to search for, and seize them, 
wherever found, m New-England. They hastened to the colony 
pf NewHaven, exhibited the warrant to the governor, who re«- 
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sided at Guilford, and requested him to Sloniea w^^"*y^ *"^^ 
sistants to pursue them. Desirous of ^Vi^y^ thA^ exiles, he 
affected to deliberate until the next morning, antythen utterly de- 
clined acting officially, without the advice of his counc3. 

51. In the mean time, they were apprized of their danger, 
and retired to a new place of concealment The pursuers, on 
arriving at New-Haven, searched every suspected house, except 
the one where the judges were concealed. This they began to 
search, but were induced, by the address of the mistress of it, to 
desist. When the pursuers had d^jprted, the judges, retiring 
into the woods, fixed their abode in a cave. 

52. Having there heard that their friends were threatened 
with punishment, for having afforded them protection, they came 
from their hiding place for the purpose of delivering themselves 
up ; but their friends, actuated by feelings equally noble and 
generous, persuaded them to relinquish their intention. Soon 
after, they removed to Milford, where they remsuned about two 
years. 

53. Upon the arrival of other persons, instructed to appre- 
hend them, they repaired privately to Hadley, in Massachusetts, 
where they resided fifleen or sixteen years, but few persons being 
acquainted with the place of their concealment There is, in 
that neighborhood, a tradition, that many years afterwards two 
graves were discovered in the mimster's cellar; and in these, it 
was supposed, they had been interred. At New-Haven, two 
graves are shown, said to be those of the two judges. It is not 
improbable that their remains were removed to Uiis place from 
Hadley. 

54. A singular incident which occurred at the latter place, in 
1675, shows that one of these illustrious exiles had not forgotten 
the avocations of his youth. The people, at the time of public 
worship, were alarmed by an attack from the Indians, and 
thrown into the utmost confusion. Suddenly, a grave, elderly 
person appeared, difTering in his mien and dross from all around 
him. He put himself at their head, rallied, encouraged, and led 
them against the enemy, who were repulsed and completely de- 
feated. As suddenly, the cteliverer of Hadley disappeared. The 
people were lost in amazement, and many verily believed that an 
angel sent from heaven bad led them to victory^ 

55. Their treatment of the king's judges, and in truth all their 
conduct, evinced the republican i^irit of the colonists. By the 
royal government of ISngland, they could not, therefore, be re- 
garded with favor. In 1663, it was enacted, that no European 
commodity should be imported into the colonies, unless shipped 
**'rcctly from England, and in British vessels.. By this regula- 
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6oDf m conaesdon vrith others that had been previon^jr made^ 
afi the trade of the colonies was secured to the mother country; 
Thej submitted reluctantly to these restrictions, and often made 
theidr^e subject of complaint. But England, believing that 
&ey augmented her weal& and power, obstinately refused to re<* 
peal them. 

56. In 1664, the king despatched four emnmisciionejfs to visit 
the several colonies in New-^En^and^ to examine into their 
condition, to hear and decide Complainte, and to make to him a 
report of their proceedings and observations. This measure was 
dictated by no friendly motive, and W9s considered by the colo^ 
nies as a violation of their charters. 

67. The first session of the commissioners was at Plymim^, 
where but little business was transacted; thene^tt in Rhodes 
Island, where they heard complaints from the Indians, and all 
who were discontented, and made divers determinations respecting 
titles to land, which were but little regarded. In Massachusetts^ 
the general court complied with such of their requisitions as they 
thought proper ; but, professing sincere loyalty to his majesty, 
declmed acknowledging their authority, and protested against the 
exarcise of it within their limits. 

58. In consequence of this manly assertion of their chartered 
r^ts, an angry correspondence took place betweai them) at the 
close of which the commissioners petulantly told the general 
Court, ^< that they would lose no more of their labors upon them,'' 
but would represent their conduct to his majesty* 

59. From Boston, the commissioners prcKseeded to New- 
Hampshire, where they exercised several acts of gov^Amienti 
and o^red to release the inhabitants from the jurisdiction of 
Massachusetts. This offer was almost unanimously rejected* 
In Maine, they excited more disturbance. They encouraged the 
people to declare diemselves independent, and found many dis- 
posed to listen to their suggestions ; but Massachusetts, by a 
prompt axKi vigorous exertion of power^ constrained the disaf* 
fected to submit to* her authority. 

60. Connecticut a(^>ears to have been the favorite of the com- 
missioners. She treated them with respect, and compHed with 
their requisitions. In return, they made such a representation 
of her merits to the king, as to draw from him a letter of thanks. 
<* Althou^," says he, "your carriage doth of itself most justir 
deserve our praise and s4[)probation, yet it se^ms to be set off with 
more lustre by the contrary behavior of the colony of Massa* 
chusetts." 

61. At the end of fifty yearo from the arrival of the emigrants 
atPiymoatb,the New-England colonies were supposed to contain 
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•ne handred and twenty towns, and as many thousand inhabkanfel. 
The acts of parliament not being rigidly enforced, their trade 
had become extensive- and profi^dble. The habits of industry 
and economy, wiiidi had been formed in less happy times conti- 
nued to pre^^, and gave a competency to those who had notiung, 
and weaJth to those who had a competency. The wildemesB 
receded before adventurous and hardy laborers, and its savage 
inhabitants found their game dii^rsed, and their favcnite haunts 
invaded. 

62. This was the natural consequence of the sales of land, 
wliich were, at all times, readily made to the whites. But thk 
consequence the Indians did not foresee ; and when they felt it 
in all & force, the strongest f>assions were awakened which can 
animate civilized or savage man, the love of country and of in^ 
dependence. 

63. A leader oidy was wanting, to concentrate and direct their 
exertions, and Philip, of Pokanoket, sachem of a tribe living 

^ within the boundaries of Plymouth and lUiode-Island, assumed 
that honorable, but dangerous, station. His father was the 
friend, but he had ever been the enemy, of the whites ; and this 
enmity, arising from causes of national concern, had been einbit> 
tered to vmdktive hatred by their conduct towards lus elder 
. brother% This brother, being suspected of plotting against them, 
iwas seized by a detachment of soldiers, and confined ; and the 
mdignity so wrought upon his proud spirit, as to produce a fever 
that put an end to his life. 

64. Philip inherited the authority and proud spirit of his 
brother. He exerted all the arts of intrigue, and powers of 
persuasion, of which he was master, to induce the Indians, in aU 
parts of New-England, to unite their efforts for the destruction 
of the whites. He succeeded in fbiming a confederacy, ab^le to 
send into action between three and four thousand warriors. 

66. The English were afffirized of the plots of the Indians, and 
made pr^arations to meet oieur hostilities They hoped, how- 
ev^, mat the threatened storm would pass by, as others had, and 
that peace would be preserved. But me insolence of Philip, and 
the nuiid)er of his adherents, increased daily ; and, in Jime, 
1675, some <^&«n entered the town of Swanzey,.in Plymouth, 
where, after slaughtering the cattle, and plundering the houses, 
they fired upon the inhabitants, killing and wounding severaL 

66. The troops of that colony marched inunediately to Swan- 
f^ey, and were soon joined by a detachment from Massachusetts. 
The Indians fled, and marked the course of their fli^t by 
burning the buildings, and fixing on poles, by the way side, the 
oands, scalps, and headb of the whites whom they had killed. 
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Tlie tro<^ pursued, but unable to overtake them, returned to 
dwaazey. 

67. The whole country was alarmed, and the number of troops 
' ingm^c^ed. By this airay of force, Philip was induced to quit 
his residence at Mount Hope, and take post near a swamp at 
Pocasset, now Tirerton, At tiiat place, the Englbh attacked 
him, but were repulsed. Sixteen whites were killed, and ^ 
Indians,'by this success, were made boId<^. 

68. At this time, most of the settlements were surrounded by 
tiridc forests, and the Indians lived intermixed with the whites. 
The former were acquainted, of course, wfth the dwellings of 
the latter, with their roads, and places of resort ; could watch their 
motions, and fall upon them m their defenceless and unguarded 
moments. Many were shot dead as they opened their doors in 
Ae morning ; many while at work in thenr fields, and others whfle 
OraEvelHng to visit their neighbours, or to places of worship. At 
aD tones, at all places, in all employments, were their fives in 
jeopardy ; shhI no one could tell %it tibat, in tiie next moment, he 
i^ioukl receive his death shot fh)m his bam, the thii^et, or the 
way side. 

69. Whenever the enemy assemUed in ibree, detachmei^ 
w«re sent against them ; if weaker than these, Aey would re- 
treat; if stronger, assault and conquer them. Defenceless vil- 
lages were suddenly attacl^, the houses burned, and the menu 
women, and children kilted, or carried into cs^tivity. Their 
ruin was the work of a moment; and n^en accomplished^ its au* 
thors vanisheo. 

70. The colonies, losing individuals, families and villages, 
found their numbers sensibly diminished ; their strengthlmpaired ; 
and began to aj^rehend even total extinction. Nothing but a 
vigorous effort could save them. Tlie commissioners met, and 
determined to despatch an army of a thousand men, to attack the 
principal positi(Hi of the enemy. Josiah Winslow, governor of 
Plymouth, was appointed commander-in-chief; and a solemn 
fast, to invoke the divine aid, was proclaimed throughout New- 
England. 

71. On flie 18th of December, flie different bodies of troops 
f(nined a junction at a place in the countiy of the Narragansets, 
about fifteen miles from the enemy. The weather was extreme- 
ly cold, but the men, from necessity, passed the mght, uncovered, 
in the fields. At dawn of day, they began their march, wading 
through the deep snow, and at one o'clock, arrived near the ene^ 
my's post, which was upon a rising ground, in the midst of a 
fiwamp. It was surrounded by palisaSes, and on the outside of 
these was a fence of brush, a rod in width. 
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^2. Here was fought the most desperate batde recorded in the 
early aiqials of the country. It continued three hours. The 
English obtained a.decisive victory. One thousand Indian war- 
liors were killed ; three hundred more, and as many wmnan and 
children were made prisoners^ But dearly was the victory pur- 
chased. Six brave captains, and eighty men, were killed, mid 
one hundred and fifty were wounded 

^3. From this blow, the confederated Indiaiis never recovered ; 
but they^l reinained sufficiently strong to harass the settlements 
by continual ini^ads. In retaliation, the English sent several 
detachments into their territories, neariy all of which were suc- 
cessfiil. Captain Church, of Plymouth, and Captain Dennison, 
of Comiiecticut, were conspicuous for their bravery and giM>d 
fortune. 

74* In the midst of these reverses, Philip remained firm and 
unshaken. His warriors were cut off ; his chief men, his wife 
pnd family, were killed or taken prisoners ; and at thes^ mcces- 
sive misfortunes, he is represenlfd tp have wept with a bitterness 
which proved him to possess dienoblest of human virtues and afiec- 
tions ; but he disdained to listen to any offers of peace. He even shot 
one of his toen,'who proposed submission. At length, afler being 
faunied fh»n swamp to swamp, he was himself shot, by the brother 
of the Indian he had killed. After his deatli, the remnant of hisi'd- 
{owers either submitted to the English, or united with distant tribes. 

76. Never was peace more welcome, for never had war been 
tm^ire distressing. The whole population was in mourning for 
relatives slain. Nearly a thousand houses had been burned, and 
goods and cattle of great value, had been plundered or destroyed. 
The colonies had contracted a heavy debt, which, their resources 
havii^ been so mudi diminished, they found an almost insi^ 
portable burden. But, in (heir deepest distress, they forbore to 
apply to the mother country for assistance ; and this omission ex- 
cited surprise and jealousy. *' You act," said a privy counsellor, 
" as though you were uidependent of our master's crown ; and 
though poor, yet you are proud." 

76, In 1680, New-Hampshire, at the solicitation of John 
Masoii, to whose ancestor a part of the territory had been grant- 
ed, Was constituted a sqparate colony. Massachusetts, appre- 
hending the loss of Maine also, purchased of the heirs of Gorges, 
theur claim to the soil and jurisdiction, for twelve hundred and 
fifty pounds. 

77. The disregard of the acts of trade had given great offence 
to the mother country, and the Governors of New-England were 
peremptorily required to enforce them. But being enacted by a 
pwiiament wwhichthe colonies were not represented, they were 
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nvgarded as vidbtioiis of their riglits, and continned to be evaded 
w& impunity. Edward Randolph was therefore sent over, 
-eonumssioned as inspector of the customs in New-England. 
•He was ako the bearer of a letter from the Idng, requiring Uiat 
-agents should be sent to the court of London, fully empowered 
ho act fior the colonics. 

78. It was well understood to be the intention x>f the king to 
procure, from the agents, a surrender of the ehart^ns, or to amiul 
4h^n bj a suit in hb courts, that he mi^t himself place officers 
43iver the colonies, who would be subservient to his views. The 
inhabitants of Massachusetts feh that to be deprived of their 
diarter, which secured to them the right of self-government, 
would be the greatest of calamities ; and their agepts were in- 
structed. In no emergency, to surrender it This being known 
to the kii^, a prosecution was instituted against the ccnrporation, 
and, in 1684, a subservient court decreed that the diarter ^ould 
iie cancelled. 

79. All in]f>ediments tothe exercise of the lx>yal will being thus 
i^moved, king James established a temporary govamment over 
-die colony, &st appointing Joseph Dudley, smd, in 1686, Sir 
Edmund Andross, governor. This latter ^pointment caused 
ihe most gloomy forebodings. Sir Edmund had been governor 
tDf New-Tork, and it was known that his conduct there had been 
curfoitrary and tyrannicaL 

80. Havmg secured a majority in the council, he assumed con- 
trol over the press, aj^ointing Randolph licenser. He establish* 
ed new and oppressive regulations concenung taxes, public wor- 
sh^, marriages, and the settlement of estates. He, and, by his 
permission, his subordinate officers, extorted .enormous fees for 
their services. He dedared ths^ the chartev being cancelled, 
die old titles io land were of no validity, and compelled the inha- 
bitants, in order to avoid smts before judges d^ndent on his 
will, to -take out n«w patents, for which large suiqs ware de- 
manded. 

81. The hatred of the people was exdted in proportion to their 
soarings. In the beginning of 1689, a rumor readied Boston, 
that Wmiam, prince of Orange, bad invaded Endand, with the 
hrtention of dethroning the king. Animated by the hope of de- 
liverance, the people rudied spontaneously to anna, took posses- 
8i<m of the fort, seized Andross, Randolph, and other obnoxiottt 
persons, and placed them in confinement. A council of safety, 
consisting of their former magistrates, was then organized, to 
administer^ government untQ authentic intelligence should be 

received from England. i j .J. 

82. In a few weeks a ship arrived, bringing the glad tidmgs 
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that William and Maiy were firmly seated on the throne. Thejr 
were unmediatelj proclaimed, in ail tlie colonies, with unuaial 
rejoicings* The people of Massachuse^ a{^lied for the restora- 
tion of their old, or the grant of a new charter. A definite an- 
swer was deferred, but &e council was authorized to adminsster 
the goverxqnent, according to the provisions of the old charts 
until further directions should be given. Andross, Randolph, 
and others, were ordered home for trial. 

83. In tl^ unsettled state of the countiy, the French in Canada 
and Nova Scotia, instigated the northern and eastern Indians to 
commence hostilities against the English settlements. Dover 
and Salmon Falls, in New-Hampshire, Casco, in Maine, and 
Schenectady, in New- York, were attacked by different parties 
of Fren^ and Indians, and the most shockmg barbarities perpe- 
trated i^nthe inhabitants. 

64. Regarding Canada as the principal source of their miseries;, 
New-£n^and and New-Tork formed the bold project of reducing 
it to subjection. By great exertion, they raised an army, which, 
under tibe command of General Wiiithrop, was sent against 
Montreal, and equi{^d a fleet, which, commanded by Sir Wil- 
tiam Phij^, was destined to attack Quebec. 

85. Boih returned unsuccessfiil, disappointing the sanguine 
hopes of the people, and burdening them with a debt which they 
had not the means of discharging. To pay off her troops, Mas«> 
sachusetts put in drculation bills of credit, or paper money, an 
expedient which was ajdberwards often resorted to, aild, Ihou^ it 
afforded reMef at the momei^, produced, in itsxcmsequences, ex* 
teaaave and complicated miscluef. 
S6. In the mean time, a new charter had been granted to Mas* 
husetts, which added Plymouth, Maine, and Nova Scotia, to 
territory. The oidy privilege it allowed to the people was, 
I fthe didce of r^resentatives. These were to ^ect a council, 
'and boUi bodies were to constitute the legislative power. It re- 
served to the Mng the right of appointing the governor and lieu- 
tenant governor. To the governor it gave the power of rejecting 
laws, ci negativing the choice of counsellors, of appmnting all 
military and judicial officers, of adjourning and even of dissolving 
Uthe assendbly at pleasure. Laws, althou^ approved by him, 
\^(ught be abrogated l^ the king, within t^nee years afler their 
A^niMCitment. 

87. Hbe Ismg, to render the new charter more acceptable, i^ 
pointed Sir Wffl^am Phipps, a native of the province, governor, 
*ad ia 1692, he arrived at Boston. The new government w^t 
ijto operation without any opposition from the inhabitants ; aad 
«woflitfae£nta6t4^ Sir TTuiiam Ph^ps and bis council, wai* 
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Iheinstitiitionof acourt to tiythe anfortunate victims of popidtir 
delusioii, accused of witchcraft, at Salem. 

88. The belief in thid supposed crime, had been so p revalent 
m England, that parliament had enacted a law punishing it with 
death. Under this law, multitudes bad been tried and executed 
in that country, and two or three hi Massachusetts, some of 
whom aclmowledged they were guilty. Accounts of these trials 
and confessions, and particularly of some trials before Sir Mat- 
thew Hale, a judge revered in the colonies, had been published 
and distributed throughout the country. They were read, in ii 
time of deep distress and gloom, by a people naturally sedate, and 
accustomed to regard with awe the surprising and unaccountablie 
incidents and appearances which, in this new worid, were oftoi 
presented to their contemplation. 

89. In February, 1692, a dau^ter and a niece of Mr. Paris, 
the minister of Salem, were afflicted with disorders affecting their 
bodies in the most snngular manner. The physicians, unsdble to 
account for dieir contortions, pronounced them bewitched ; and 
the children, hearing of this, declared that an Indian woman, 
who lived in the house, was the cause of their torments. Mr. 
Paris concurred witfi the physicians. Several private fasts were 
kept at his house, and the gloom was increased by a solemn fast 
throughout the colony. 

90. The Indian woman confessed herself guilty. The children 
were visited, noticed, and pitied. This encouraged them to per- 
severe, and other cWldren, either from sjrmpathy or the desire 
of simOar attentions, exhibited similar contortions. A distracted 
old woman, and one who had been a long time confined to her 
bed, were added to tiie list of the accused ; and, in the progress 
of the inMua^n, women of mature age united with the diildren 
in their acicusations. 

91. The accused were multiplied in proportion to the accusers. 
Children accused their parents, and parents their children. A 
word from those who were supposed to be afflicted, occasioned 
the arrest of the devoted victim ; and so firmly convinced were 
the magistrates, that the prince of darkness was in the midst of 
them, using human instruments to accomplish his purposes, that 
&e slightest testimony was deemed sufficient to justify a commit- 
ment for triail. 

92. The court, specially instituted for this purpose, held a 
session in June, and afterwards ^veral others by adjournment.. 
Many were tried,axid received sentence of death. A few pleaded 
guiky. Several were convicted upon testimony, ithich, at c^er 
timesy would not have induced suspicion of an ovdkiary crime. 
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and some upon testimony retracted after convieUon. Nineteext 
were executed, and many yet remained to be tried. 

93. At Uiis stage of the proceedings, the legislature establ«^ed) 
by law, a permanent court, by which the other was superseded, 
and fixed a distant day for its first session at Salem. In the mean 
time, die accusations multiplied, and additional jails were required 
to hold the accused. The impostors, hardened by impunity and 
success, ascended from deorepid old women, to respectable 
characters, and at length, in their ravings, named mimsters of 
the goimel, and even the wife of the governor. 

94. The community were thrown into consternation. £ach 
felt alarm for himself, his family, and his friends. The shock 
roused them to nefiection. They considered more closely th^ 
character of the accusers ; the nature of the alleged crime ; the 
testimony, oflen contradictory and never explicit; and moretihan 
six these, the high standing of some who were implicated ; ai^ 
began to dovbt whether they had not been too credulous and 
precipitate. 

95. At the next term, the grand jury found indictments against 
fifly ; but, on trial, all were acquitted except three, and them the 
governor reprieved. He also directed that all who were in prison 
should be set at liberty. A bdief, however^ of the truth of the 
charges, still lingered among the people, and prevented any 
prosecution of the impostors: That all were impostws, cannot 
be believed. Many must have acted under the influence of a 
disordered imagmation, which the attendant circumstances were 
well calculated to produce. 

96. Besides establishing courts of justice, the le^slature, at 
its first session under the new charter, passed a law which* in« 
dicates the same independent eqpirit that ajfterwards resisted the 
usurpations of the British parliament. It provided that no tax 
should be imposed upon any of His majesty's subjects, or their 
estates, in the province, but by the act and consent of the gover- 
nor, council, and representatives of the people, in general court 

J" assembled. It is almost superfluous to say, that this law was 

^disallowed by the king. 

^ 97. The war with the French and Indians, which begaa in 
J690, was not yet terminated. For sevenyears were the frontier 
sSftfements harassed by the savages ; and the English ^nployed 
In expeditions against them. A history of these would conrat 
only of repeated accouals of Indian cunning and barbarity, and 
of En^h enteqnise and fortitude. Peace between En^and 
and France, which took place in 1697, was soon follow^ by 
peace with die savages. 
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98. But in a few years, war again broke out in Europe, which 
W8S the signal for hostilities in America. The first blow fell 
upon Deerfield. In February, 1704, it was surprised in the 
n^ht, about forty persons were kiUed, and more than one 
hundred made prisoners, among whom were Mr. Williams, the 
minister, and his family. The killed were scalped, and the 
prisoners commanded to prepare for a long march to Canada. 

99. On &e second day, Mrs, Williams was so exhausted with 
fiKtigue that she bould go no farther. Her husband solicited per- 
mission to remain with her; but the retreating savages, according 
to their custom in such cases, killed her and compelled him to 
proceed. Before the termination of their journey, twenty more 
became unable to walk, and were in like manner sacrificed. 
Those who survived tibe journey to Canada were treated by the 
French with humanity ; aiid after a captivity of many years, 
most of them were redeemed, and returned to their frieuds. 

100. New- York having agreed with the French and the 
weatem Indians to remain neutral, these were enabled to pour 
thdr whole force upon Massachusetts and New-Hafnpshire, the 
inhabitants of which, for ten years, ^ndured miseries peculiar to 
an Indian war, and more distressing than their descendants can 
wdl imagine. The &aemy w^re at all times prowling about the 
frontier settlements, watching in concealment for an opportunity 
to strike a sudden blow and ny with safety. The women and 
children retired into the garrisons ; the men lefl their fields un- 
^ndtivated, or labored with arms at their sides, and with sentinels 
at every point whence an attack could be apprehended. 

101. Yet notwithstanding these precautions, the enemy were 
oflen successful, killing sometimes an individual only, sometimes 
a whole family, sometimes a band of laborers, ten or twelve in 
munber ; and so swifl were they in tlieir movements, that but 
few fell into the hands of the whites. It was computed, that the 
smn of one thousand pounds was expended for every Indian 
lolled or made captive, 

102. In 1707, Mfisaachusetts, New-Hampshire, and Rhode- 
Island despatched an armament against Port Royal, in Nova- 
Seotia, which was then in possession of the French. It returned 
wkhout accomi^hing its object. In 1710, New-England, as- 
sisted by a fleet furnished by the mother country, succeeded in 
reducing the place ; and its name, in compliment to queen Anne, 
was changed to Annapolis. 

103. The success of this enterprise encouraged the comman* 
der, general Nicholson, to visit Ei^land and propose an eimedi- 
tion against Canada. His proposition was adopteid, and in June, 
1711, admiral Walker, wito a fleet of fifteen ships of war and 
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forty transports, bringing an amy of veteran troops^ arrived at 
Boston. Taking on board tviro additional regiments, he sailecl 
from that port about the last of July. At the same tmie, general 
Nicholson repaired to Albany to take command of th^ troops 
that were to proceed by land, 

104. When the fleet had advanced ten leagues up the tiyer 
St. Lawrence, the weather became tempestuous and foggy. A 
difference of opinion arose concerning tbe course to be pursued, 
the English pilots recommending one course, and the colonial 
another. The admiral, entertaimng, like all other English offi- 
cers, an opinion of the abilities of the colonists coiresponding 
with their dependent condition, adopted the advice of his own 
pilots. iPursuing the course they recommended, nine transports 
were driven, about midnight, upon the rocks and dashed to 
pieces. 

105. From every quarter cries of distress arose, conveying, 
through the darkness, to those who were yet afloat, intelligence 
of the fate of their comrades yid of their own danger. The 
s^ieks of the drowning pleaded powerfully for assistance, but 
none could be afforded until the morning dawned, when six or 
seven hundred, found floating on the scattered wrecks, were 
rescued from death, more than a ^ousand having sunk to rise no 
more. Not a single American was lost. '- 

106. Weakened by this terrible disaster, th6 admiral deteiv 
mined to return to England, where he arrived in the mcnilfa of 
October. Thither misfortune attended him. On the fifteenth, 
his i^ip blew up and four hundred seamen perished. The New- 
England troops returned to their homes, and Nicholson, having 
learned the mte of the fleet, led back his troops to Albany^i. 
The next year the colonies found no repose. In 1713, France 
sgoid En^and made peace at Utrecht, and, in the same year, 
peace was concluded with the Indians. 

107. Such was the destruction 9f lives in this war, fliat the 
population of New-England was sensibly retarded. Her expenses 
were also enormous. Although the annual taxes paid by the in- 
habitants, were greater than in any other portion of the British 
empire, yet the colonies most exposed, were burdened, at the 
close of the war, with a heavy debt, in the sha^ of bflls of 
credit, or paper money, which bnpeded their prosperity, perplex- 
ing individuals and the government in all their transactions. 

108. In 1716, Samuel Shute, a colonel in the army of the 
celebrated duke of Marlborough, was appointed governor. On 
lus arrival in the province, he found the people divided into two 
parties, one in favor of a public bank, which had just beea 
established, the other of the incorporation of a private bank. 
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He joined the former, the latter of course became hostile ; and, 
led by a Mr. Cooke, opposed with virulence all his measures. 

109. In 1720, this party, embracing a majority of the repre- 
sentatives, dectei their leader speaker. The choice was com- 
municated to the governor, who interposed- his negative. The 
house per^sted in their choice, denying his right to interfere. 
The controversy continued several days, when the governor dis- 
solved the assemUy, and directed that a new election should be 
made by the people. 

1 10. The charter not givmg, in express terms, to the governor, 
the power to reject a speaker, the people resolved to support their 
representatives, and nearly all ofthem were again elected. When 
met, to avoid a second dissolution, they chose a Mr. Lindall 
^)eaker ; but in a warm remonstrance to the governor, con- 
demned his conduct, and re-asserted their sole and exclusive 
right to choose their presiding officer. 

111. The session was short, and but little was done that did 
not display the angry feelings of the house. Instead of six hun- 
dred pounds, the usual grant to the governor for half a year's 
salary, they appropriated but five hundred, and, ^s a mark of 
thdr displeasure, deferred that act until near the dose of the 
session. 

112. At their next meeting, the same feelmgs prevauled aad 
the same diminished sum was voted. The governor then in- 
formed them, that he had been instructed by &e king to recom- 
mend to the assembly, to establish for him a permanent and 
honorable salary. The house, aware of Ae importance of re- 
taining the power of granting such sums as the governor mi^t 
merit by his conduct, replied, that the subject was newj and ex- 
pressed a wish that Ae court mightrisc. With this request the 
governor complied. 

113. This disagreement continued, the ill temper of both par- 
ties increasing, through several subsequent sessions. The re- 
presentatives, confident of the support of the people, refused to 
establish a permanent salary for the governor, and often with- 
held the pittance they gave, until he had sanctioned those mea- 
sures which they desired should be adopted. 

114. His residence in the province being rendered, by this 
dispute, unpleasant, he sudcienly and privately quitted it, in De- 
cember, 1722. Upon his arrival hi England, he exhibited 
charges against the house, of having made various encroachments 
upon the king's prerc^ative, which the agents of the province 
were instructed to answer and i*epel. 

115. He remained in England until 1728, when he reigned 
his office, and William Burnet, tiien governor of Ney^-Tork, was 
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appointed his successor* In his first speedb, he infonjoed the 
house that he had received positive instructions from the king to 
insist on a permanent salary. The representatives, generous oi 
their money but tenacious of their rights, appropriated three 
hundred pounds for the expenses o^ his journey, and fourteen 
hundred pounds towards his support, not specifying for what 
time. The first sum he accepted; but absolutely declined re- 
ceiving any compensation for his services, except in the mode of 
a fixed salary. 

116. The delegates were equally decided; and having trans- 
acted all their necessary business, requested the governor, by 
message, to adjourn them. He replied, that he could not comply 
with their request, as, if he did, he should put it out of their power 
to pay Immediate regard to the king's instnictlons. A few days 
afterwards, the request was again made and again denied. 

117. Messages, containing arguments and replies, were often 
interchanged by the parties. After two months had been con- 
sumed in tiie controversy, the governor, imagining the members 
were influenced by the citizens of Boston, transferred the ^neral 
court to Salem. They were detained there two mon&s ; were 
then allowed to return to their homes ; were again assembled 
after a short recess ; and having sat seventeen days, yrere again 
adjourned without exhibiting any symptoms of compliance. 

118. A new assembly was elect^, and held several sessions in 
the summer of 1729, displaying the same spirit as the former. 
In tiie mean time, information was transmitted from England, 
that the king approved the conduct of the governor, and con- 
demned that of the house. Still the members continued inflex- 
ible. In August, they were removed to Cambridge, which served 
to exasperate rather than to convince them. Here, however, the 
controversy was suspended, for a time, by the death of the gover- 
nor, which was supposed to have been hastened by his unsuc- 
cessful contest with the house of representatives. 

119. His successor was Mr. Belcher, then agent in England. 
As he belonged to the popular party, his appointment gave rise to 
the expectation, that the instruction, to obtain a permanent salary ^ 
was vdthdra^vn. But from his first speech it appeared, that it 
was not only left unrescinded, but enforced by a threat of punish- 
ment in case of refusal. 

120. The house, unintimidated by the threat, refused. The 
governor, during the two fu^ years of his administration, made 
several attempts to induce them to comply. All failing, he en- 
deavored to obtain a relaxation of his instructions. Permission 
was at length granted that he might receive a particular sun 
whioh was voted, and a similar permission was a&rwarda anna 
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fiHy given. Thus ended a contest which prepared the people ol 
%t^achusetts to embark in an other in whkh more important 
"rights were to be defended. 

121. These turbulent timed were sncceeded by a calm which 
continued several years ; during wUch, however, the enemies of 
governor Belcher, by incessant misrepresentation, deprived him 
of die favor of the ministry in England. In 1740, he was re- 
moved from office, and Mr. Willisun Shirley iqppointed in his 
place. 

122. In 1744, war again broke out between England and 
France, and the colonies were involved in its calamities. Their 
commerce and fisheries suffered great injury from privateers, 
fitted out at Louisbui^, a French port, on cape Breton. Its situ- 
ition gave it such importance, that neeurly six millions' of dollars 
bad been expended on its fbrtificaticms. Mr. Vaughan, of New- 
Hampshire, who had often visited that place as a trader, con- 
ceived the project of an expedition against it. He communicated 
it to governor Shirley, and, being ardent and enthusiastic, con- 
vinced him that the enterprise was practicable, and in^^ired him 
with his own enthusiasm. 

123. Having exacted of the general court an oadi of secrecy, 
the governor, in January, 1746, communicated to them the pro- 
ject Many heard k vnitk amazement. So strong was the place, 
and so weaJc comparatively were the colonies, that the thought of 
attacking it seemed rash and presumptuous. From respect to 
him, however, his proposal was referred to a committee; they 
reported against it, the house accepted the report, and the mem- 
bers dismi^ed from their minds all thoughts of the eimedition. 

124. During the secret deliberations, the people watched with 
anxiety to ascertain their object. The disclosure was made by 
an honest member, who incautiously, in his family devotions, 
prayed for the divine blessing on the attempt, should it be made. 
The people were instantlystruck with the advantage of possessing 
tire place. When the decision was made known, a petition, sign- 
ed by a large number of merchants, was presented to the general 
court, praying them to comply with the governor's proposal. 
The subject was again discussed, and a vote in favour of the ex- 
pedition was passed by a majority of one. 

125. The question was now decided, and all who were before 
averse to the enterprise, united heartily with its supporters to 
carry it into execution. The other New-Engljind colonies were 
solicited, and agreed to furnish assistance; and a boat was. des- 
patched to commodore Warren, in the West Indies, to invite his 
co-operation. Colonel Pepperell was appointed commander-in- 
chicf, and Roger Wolcott, of Connecticut, second in command. 

E 
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126. In two months, an army of more than four thousand men .. 
was enlisted, clothed, victualled, and equipped for service, in the ' 
four New-England colonies, which did not then contain four hun* 
dred thousand inhabitants. On the 23d of March, the despatch 
boat returned from the West Indies, with advice that commodore 
Warren declined furnishing aid. This intelligence was kept se- 
cret. The troops of Massachusetts embarked, as though nothing 
discouraging had happened, and about the middle of April, they, 
as well as those sent by Connecticut and New-Hampshire, ar 
rived safe at Canso. 

127. Commodore Warren had but just despatched his answer, 
when he received orders to repair to Boston with such ships as 
could be spared, and concert measures with governor Shirley for 
his majesty's service in North America. He saUed mstantly, but 
learning, in his course, that the transports had left Boston for 
Canso, he steered directly for that place, where he arrived on the 
23d of April. He added much to ueir naval strength, and much 
to that confidence, i^ch, by promising, ensures victory. 

128. Several vessels of war, which had been sent to cruise be- 
fore Louisbui^, had captured a number of French ships, and pre- 
vented any intelligence of the expedition firom reaching the ene- 
my. These vessels were daily within sight of the place, but 
were supposed to be privateers, and caused no alarm. The ap-' 
pearance of the fleet, on the 30th of April, gave the French the 
&rat intimation of thehr danger. 

129. The troops immediately landed, and the next day a de- 
tachment of four hundred, marching round the hiUs, approached 
within a mile of the grand battery, settmg fire to all die houses 
and stores on the way. Many of these contamed pitch and tar, 
which produced a thick smoke, that completely enveloped the 
invaders. The fears of the French were increaised by their un- 
certainty. They imagined the whole army was coming upon 
them, and, throwing their powder into a well, deserted &e bat- 
tery, of which the New-England troops took possession without 
loss. 

130. This was uncommon good fortune ; but the most difficult 
labors of the siege remained to be performed. The cannon were 
to be drawn nearly two miles, over a deep morass, in plain view, 
and within gun shot, of the enemy's principal fortifications. For 
fourteen nights, the troopp, with straps over their shoulders, and 
sinking to meir knees in mud, were employed in this service. 

131. The approaches were then begun in the mode which 
seemed most proper to the shrewd understandmgs of untai^t 
militia. Those officers, who were skilled in the art of war, 
talked of zig zags and epauleinents ; but the troops made them* 
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velves merrj with the terms, and proceeded in their own way. 
By die 20tti of May, they had erected Ave batteries, one of 
which mounted five forty-two pounders, and did great execution. 

132. Meanwhile the fleet, cruising^ in the harbor, had been 
equally successful. It captured a French ship of sixty-four 
guns, loaded with stores for the garrison, to whom the loss was 
as distressing, as to the besiegers the capture was fortunate. 
English ships of war were, besides, continually arriving, and ad- 
ded such strength to the fleet that a combined attack upon the 
town was resolved upon. The enemy, discovering this design, 
deaned it unwise to abide the hazard of an assault On the 
15th of June, the French commander proposed a cessation of 
hostilities, and, on the 17lh, capitulated. 

133. Intelligence of this event, flying swiftly through the 
colonies, diflu^ great and universal joy. ' And well might the 
citizens of New-England be elated with the glad tidings. 
Without even a suggestion from the mother countay, they had 
projected, and, with but little assistance, had achieved, an enter- 
prise of vast importance to her and to them. Their conmierce 
and fisheries were now secure, and their maritime cities relieved 
from ail fear of attack firom that quarter. 

134. France, fired with resentment at her loss, made extra- 
ordinaiy exertions to retrieve it, and to inflict chastisement on 
^ew-England. The next summer, ^e despatched to the 
American coast a powerful fleet, carrying a lai^ number of 
soldiers. Thenews of its approach spread terrcn* throughout 
New-England ; but an unconmion succession of dkasters, which 
the pious of that time attributed to the special interposition of 
Providence, derived it of all power to inflict injury. After re- 
maining a short time on the coast, it returned to France, having 
lost two admirals, both of whom, it was supposed, put an end to 
their lives through chagrin ; having also, by tempests, been re* 
daced to one half its foree, and eflected nothing. 

135. In 1748, peace was concluded, each party restoring all 
its prisoners and conquests; a striking, but not uncommon, 
illustration of the folly of war. Louisburg, though conquered by 
the colonies, was exchanged, by Great Britain, for territories 
which she had lost in Europe. New-England murmured at 3iis 
iojastice ; but what avail the murmurs of the weak 1 

136. From this period to the commencement of the next 
French war, but few important events occurred in Massachusetts. 
Hie bills of credit, which the colony had issued to defray its 
enormous expenditure, were redeemed by the government, at 
their depreciated value. . This example was followed, though 
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tardily, by t&e other go\reniments. At the time of theur redemp 
tion, they were worth no more, in some colonies, than one tenm, 
and in odiers, one twentieth, of the siun for which they had been 
issued. 



CHAPTER III. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

WITH the-history of Massachusetts, the parent of the New- 
England colonies, that of New-Hampshire has been necessarily 
blended. A brief relation of some detached events, which oc- 
curred in the latter colpny, will now be given. 

2. John Mason, Ferdinand Gorges, and others, having ob- 
tained, of the Plymouth or New-England company, grants of 
several tracts of land, \y\ng north of Massachusetts, sent firom 
England, in 1623, a few persons to begin a settlement. Part 
landed, and, for a short time, remained at Little Harbor, on the 
west side of Piscataqua river, and near its mouth. Here the 
first house was built, which was called Mason Hall. The re- 
mainder, proceeding higher up the river, settled at Gocheoo, 
afterwards called Dover. 

3. Fishing and trade bemg the principal objects of ihese 
emigrants, tibeir settlements increased slowly. In 1^29, the • 
territory dtuated between Merrimac and Piscataqua rivers, and 
extendiilg' sixty miles from the sea, was granted to Mason al(mey 
and then first called New-Hampshire. In 163 1„ the first house 
was built at Portsmouth. In 1638, the Reverend John Wheel- 
wright, who, in 1629, but previous to the date of Mason's patent, 
had piurchased the land of the Indians, laTd the foundation of' 
Exeter. The next year, thirty-five persons, residing in that ; 
town, combined and established civil government. Within aj 
year or two afterwards, the inhabitants of Dover and Portsmoath 
followed theur example, each town remaining distinct and inde- 
pendent. 

4. In 1641, these little republics, distrusting their ability to- 
protect themselves, formed a coalition with Massachusetts, and 
iong remained a part of that colony. The civil wars in £i\gland 
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Averted the attention of Mason from his grant, and those who 
migrated to the country purchased of Wheelwright, the lands 
wldch they occupied. In the war with Philip, the settlements 
on Piscataqua and Oyster rivers, were attadced hy the Indians, 
and suffered severely. 

5. In 1675, Robert Mason, grandson and heir of Jdm Mason, 
applied to the king to obtain possession of the territory and rights 
which had 4)een granted to his ancestor. Notice of diis applica- 
tion was given to Massachusetts, and the parties were heard be- 
fore the king in counciL In 1679, a decree was passed, that 
New-Hampshire should be constituted a separate province, to be 
ruled by a president and council, who were to be iqppointed by 
the king, and a house of representatives to be chosen by the 
|»eople. No decision was made ajdecting the titles to land. 

6. The first assembly, consisting of eleven members, met, in 
1680, at Portsmouth. At this session, a code oflaws was adopted, 
of which the first, in a style worthy of freemen, declared, *< that 
no act, imposition, law, or ordinance, should be imposed upon the 
Inhabitants of the province, but such as should be made by the 
iissembly, and approved by the preddent and council.'' This 
was twelve years previous to the enactment of a similar law in 
Massachusetts. 

7. In the same jear, Mason, who had been s^pointed a mem- 
ber of the council, arrived in the colony. He assumed the title 
of lord proprietor, claimed the soil as his property, and threatened 
to prosecute all who would not take from hun leases of the lands 
they occupied. His pretensions were resisted by most of the in- 
habitants, who clahned the fee-mmple of the soil by a more 
righteous, if not more legal title. 

8. The peace of the colony was long disturbed by these con- 
flicting claims. At die head of those who contended with Mason, 
stood Major Waldron, of Dover« Against him, and many others, 
suits were instituted. No defence was made, judgments were 
obtained, but so general was the hostility to Mason, that he never 
dared to enforce them. 

9. Over Massachusetts and New-Hampshue, the same gov- 
ernor usually presided. After Andross was deposed, the in- 
habitants of the latter colony desired to be incorporated vrith their 
former brethren. Their reqtrest was opposed by Samuel Allen, 
who had purchased Mason's tide, and was refused. Allen was 
made governor of the colony, and, by his influence, John Usher, 
his son-in-law, was appointed lieutenant governor. Under his 
administration, the ^Jiq^utes, occasioned by adverse clauns to 
land, continued to rage with mcreased vblence. Other suits 
were instituted, and judgments obtadned ; but the sheriff was 

K2 



64 NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

forciblj resisted, by a powerfiil combination, whenever he at- 
tempted to pi^t die plaintiff in possession. 

10. From Indian wars this colony suffered more than any of 
her sisters. The Surprise of Dover, in 1689, was attended bj 
circumstances of the most shocking barbarity. That the natives 
had be^n cruelly injured by major Waldron, the principal citizen, 
may account for, if not extenuate, their ferocity in obtauilng «e^ 
vengc. 

11. Having determined upon their plan of attack, they em^ 
ployed more Qlan their usual art, to lull the suspicions of the 
hihabitants. So civil a'ld respectful was (heir behavior, that 
they often obtained permission to sleep in the fortified houses in 
the town. On the evening of the fatal night, they assembled in 
the neighboihood, and sent their women to apply for lod^ngs, at 
the houses devoted to destruction; who were not only admitted, 
but were shown how they could open the doors should they have 
ocoasion to go out in the night. ' 

12. When aU was quiet, the doors were opened and the signs^ 
given. . The Indians rushed into Waldron's house, and hastened 
to his apartment Awakened by the noise, he seized ttis swor^ 
and drove them back, but when returning for his other arms^ 
was stunned with a hatchet, and fell. They then dragged him 
into his hall, seated him in an elbow chair, upon a long table, 
and insultingly asked him, ^< who shall judge Indians now V* 
After feasting upon provisions, which they compelled the rest of 
the family to procure, each one, with his knife, cut gashes across 
his breast, saying, " I cross out my account.^' When, weakened 
with the loss of blood, he was about to fkU from the table, his 
owh sw9rd was held under him, which put an end to his misery.' 

13. At other houses, similar acts of cruelty were perpetrated. 
In the whole, twenty-three persons were killed, twenty-nine 
carried prisoners to Canada, and mostly sold to the French. 
Remembering kindness as well as injury, they spared one 
woman, who, thirteen years before, had conferred a favor on one 
of the party. Many houses were burned, much property was 
plundered, and so expeditious were the Indians, diat they had 
fled beyond reach before the neighbormg people could be col- 
lected. 

14. The war thus commenced was prosecuted with great 
vigor. The French, by giving premiums for scalps, and by 
purchasing the English prisoners, animated the Indians to exert 
all their activity and address, and the frontier inhabiiants endured 
the most aggravated sufferings. The settlements on Oyster river 
were again surprised ; twenty houses were burned, and nearly 
one hundred persons were killed or made prisoners. Other 
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towns were attacked, many persons slain, and manj carried into 
captivity. The peace of Ryswick, in 1 697, closed ihe distressing 
scene. In 1703, an other war began, which continued ten years. 

15. In 171 9, above one hundred fkmilies, mostly Presbyterians, 
onigrafted firom the north of Ireland, and settled the town of 
Londonderry. They introduced the foot spinning wheel, the 
manufacture of linen, and the culture of potatoes. They were 
indiustrious, hardy, and useful citizeik. 

16. ^Vom 1722, to 1726, the mhabitants again suffered the 
afflictions of an Indian war. Following the example of the 
French, the goverament offered premiums for scalps, T^ch 
induced several volunteer compai^ to undertake expeditions 
against the enemy. One of these, commanded l^ captain Love- 
ir^ was greatly distinguished, at first by its successes, and after- 
wards by its misfortunes. 

17. Long afler the transfer from Mason to Allen, some defect 
tn the conveyance was discovered, which rendered it void. In 
1746, Jchn Tufton Mason, a descendant of the original grantee. 
Iteming the lands possessed by his ancestors, conveyed them, 
for fifteen hundred pounds, to twelve persons, subsequently called 
the Masonian proprietors. They, to silence opposition, volun- 
tttSy rdin^Epiished their claim to the lands already occupied by 
others. 

18. They also granted townships on the most libera] terms. 
Beserving certain portions of the land for themselves, for the 
first settled ministers, and for schools, they required merely that 
the grantees should, within a limited tone, erect mills and meet* 
log nouses, clear out roads, and setde miidsters of the gospel. 
In process of time, nearfy all. the Masonian lands, being about 
one fourth of the whole, were, in this manner, granted ; and 
eimtaitiQn and law suits ceased to disturt^ the repose, s^ to 
iiapecla tiie proq^ty of tbe.eotony. 



CBUlPTER IV. 



CONNECTICUT. 



IN 1631, Viscount Say and Seal, Lord Brook, arid othcre, 
obtsdned from the Plymouth Company, m England, arrant of 
the territory which now constitutes the state of Connecticut; and 
so little was then known of the geography of the new world, that 
the grant was made to extend, in longitude, from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the SoutUSea. In the same year, the Indians, living 
on Connec^ut river, having invited the colony of Pljrmouth to 
make a settlement on their lands, governor Winslow, and others, 
visited the country, and selected a place near the mouth of the 
little river in Windsor, for the erection of a trading house. 

2. The Dutch at New-York, apprized of this project of the 
English, and determined to anticipate them, unmMiately des- 
patched a party, who erected a fort at Hartfoixl. In September, 
1633, a company from Plymouth, having prepared the frame of 
a house, put it on board a vessel, and, passing the fort, convened 
it to the place previously selected. In Octpber, they raised, 
covered, amd forHfied it with palisades. The Dutch, considering 
them intruders, sent, the next year, a party of seventy men to 
drive them from the country, but finding them stiongly posted, 
diey relinquished the design. 

3. In the autumn of 1635, many of the inhabitants of Dor- 
chester and Watertown, in Massachusetts, having heard of tbe 
fertile meadows on Connecticut river, removed Either, and be* 
gan settlements at Weathersfield and Windsor. During^the next 
winter, iheir sufferings from &mine were extreme. So destitute 
were they (^ providons, that many, in dread of starvation, re- 
turned, in December, to Massachusetts. In their journey Uirougii 
the dreary wilderness, at this inclement season, they encountex^ 
indescribable hardships. 

4. In the same autumn, Mr. Wmtiirop arrived from England^ 
with instructions from the patentees to erect a fort at the mouth 
of the river, and make the requisite preparation for planting a 
colony. The fort was but just c^ompleted when a party, sent, 
for the same purpose, by the Dutch, at New- York, arrived In 
a vessel, but were not permitted to land. 

6. The next i^ring, those who had been compelled by famine 
to revisit Massachusetts, returned to Connefctlijut. In June, the 
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Rera^nH Mr. Ht)oker, of Cambridge, and about one bimdred 
men, women, and children, belonging to his congregation, tra- 
velling through the wilderness, laid the foundation of Hartford. 
They were nearly two weeks on their journey ; they drove their 
cattle with them, and subsisted, by the way, upon the milk of their 
cows. 

6. In 1637, all the settlements in New-iEngland were involved 
in hostilities vnth the Pequods, a tribe of Indians inhabiting New- 
L<^on and the country around it. Some account of this war 
has been given in the history of Massachusetts. Previous to any 
e]q>edition against them, they had killed many of the emigrants 
to Connecticut, had captured others, and tortured them to death. 
In the short war which followed, their surviving brethren, for 
bravery in battle and fortitude in suffering, were not surpas^ 
by any portion of the English troops. 

7. At first, the emigrants acknowledged the authority of Mas-. 
eachusett^. In January, 1639, the freemen, having convened at 
Hartford, adopted a constitution for themselves. They ordained 
iat two general courts, or assemblies, should be held annually, 
one in April, the other in September ; that at the court held in 
^pril^ 9tyled tiie court of election, the freemen should choose a 
governor, six ma^strates, and all the puUic officers ; that to the 
odier, the several towns should send deputies, who, in conjimc- 
tioQ with the governor and magistrates, were authorized to enact 
laws, and penbrm aU necessary public services. No general 
court could be adjourned or dissolved, without the consent of a 
msyor part of the members. 

8. In the same year, Geoi^ Fenwick, one of the patentees, 
came over with his familv, and settled at the mouth of the ri\^r. 
In honor of Lord Say and Sesd, and Lord Brook, he called the 
fhce Saybrook. Others aHerwards joined him ; and for several 
years,, they were governed by their own magistrates and laws. 
In 1644, Mr. Fenwick, for seven thousand dollars, assigned to 
the general court of Connecticut, the fort at Saybrook, and all 
the ri^ts conferred by the patent from the Plymouth company 
in En^and. This settiement then became a part of the colo- 
ny* Thp cladm of Plymouth colony, founded upon their having 
first made an establishment at Wmdsor, had been previously pur- 
chased. 

9. In the mean time, an other colony had been planted within 
the limits of the Connecticut patent. In June, 1637, two la^e 
ships arrived at Boston, from England, havmg on board Mr. 
Davenport, Mr. Eaton, and many otfiers, whom pious motives 
had impelled to emigrate to New-England. Being highly re- 
spectable, and swne of them possessing great wealth, the general 
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court of Massachusetts, desirous of detaining them in the colony^ 
offered them any place they might select for a plantation. 

10. Wishing, however, to institute a civil and religious com- 
munity , conforming in all things to their peculiar principles, they 
removed, the next year, to Quinnipiac, which they called New- 
Haven. Soon after their arrival, at the close of a day of fasting 
and prayer, they subscribed what they termed a plantation cove- 
nant, solemnly binding themselves, << until otherwise ordered, to 
be governed in all things, of a civil as well as religious concern, 
by the rules which the scripture held forth to them." They pur- 
chased of the natives, large tracts of land ; and laid out dleir 
town in squares, designing it for a great and elegant city. 

11. In 1639, aU the free planters, assembled in a large baniy 
proceeded to lay the foundation of their civil and religious polity. 
They resolved that none but church members should be allowed 
the privilege of votmg, or be elected to office ; that aU the free- 
men should annually assemble and elect the officers of the colo- 
ny ; and that the word of God should be the only rule for order- 
ing the affairs of the commonwealth. Such was the original 
constitution of New-Haven; but as the population increased, and 
new towns were settled, different regulations were adopted, and 
the institutions and laws became gradually assimilated to those of 
Connecticut. 

12. With the Dutch at New-York, both colonies had constant 
and vexatious disputes. The former claimed all the territory 
as far east as Connecticut river ; the latter complained that the 
Di^tch often plundered their property ; that they sold guns and 
ammunition to the Indians, and even encouraged them to make 
war upon the English. The fear of attack n*om that quarter, 
was one of the reasons whichj in 1643, induced the colonies of 
New-£ngland to form a confederation for their mutual defence. 

13. In 1650, a treaty of ai^ity and partition was concluded at 
Hartford, between the English and Dutch, the latter relinquish- 
infi^ their claim to the territory of Connecticut, except the lands 
which they actually occupied. Soon after, England and Holland 
were involved in war widi each other, but their colonies in Ame- 
rica agreed to remain at peace. Notwithstanding this agreement, 
the Dutch governor was detected in concerting with the Indians 
a plot for the total extirpation of the English. 

14. Connecticut and New-Haven were alarmed ; a meeting of 
the commissioners of the united colonies, was called, and evidence 
of the plot laid before them. A majority was in favor of war ; 
but the colony of Massachusetts, being/emote from the danger, 
was averse to it As she was much stronger than either of ^ 
Others, it was, at the suggestion of her deputies, resolved, ftat 



CONNECTICUT. 69 

agents should first be sent to demand of the Dutch governor an 
ex^anation of his conduct. 

15. The agents obtained no satisfactory explanation. On 
their return, an other meeting of the commissioners was held at 
Boston y additional testimony was laid before them, and several 
ministers of Massachusetts were invited to assist at their delibera- 
tions, a practice not unusual at that period. 

16. The opinion of these ministers being requested, they ob- 
served, ^^ that the proofs of the execrable plot, tending to the 
destruction of the dear saints of God, were of such weight as to 
induce them to believe the reality of it ; yet they were not so 
Mfy conclusive as to bear up their hesurts with the fulness of 
persuasion which was meet in commending the case to God in 
pn^er, and to the people in exhortations ; and that it would be 
safest for the colonies to forbear the use of the sword." 

17. But all the commissioners, except one, were of opinion 
that recent aggressions justified, and self preservation dictated, an 
aj^al to the sword. They were about to declare war, when the 
general court of Massachusetts, in direct violation of one of th^ 
articles of the confederation, resolved, ^< that no determination 
of the commissioners, though all should agree, should bind the 
colony to engage in hostilities." 

18. At tlds declaration, Connecticut and New-Haven felt 
alanoaed and indignant. They considered the other colonies too 
weak, without the assistance of Massachusetts, to contend with 
die Dutch and their Indian allies. They argued, entreated, and 
remonstrated, but she continued inflexible. They then repre- 
sented their danger to Cromwell, and implored his assistance. 
He, with his usual promptitude, sent a fleet fofr their jprotection, 
and for the conquest of their enemies ; but peace in Europe, in- 
tdligence of which reached New-England soon after the arrival 
of the fleet, saved the Dutch from siibjugation, and relieved the 
colonies from the dread of massacre. 

19. After Charles tiie second was restored to the throne«r 
Connecticiit applied to him for a royal charter. A trifling cir- 
comstance induced him, forgetting aU his arbitrary maxims, to 
comply with her wishes to their utmost extent. Her agent, Mr. 
Winthrop, having an extraordinary ring, which had be^n gken 

to his grandfather by Charles the first, presented it to his son. 
He immediately grauoted a charter, more liberal in its provisions 
than any that had yet been granted, and confirming, in every 
particular, the constitution which the peqple had themselves 

adopted. 

20. Thw charter comprehended New-Haven ; but, for several 
yeare, the people of that colony utt^ly refused to consent to the ^ 
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onion. In this opposition to the commands of the king, and the 
remonstrances of Connecticut, they persevered until 1665, when 
the apprehension of the appointment of a general governor, and 
of their lieing united with some oth^ colony, having a charter 
less favorable to liberty, impelled them, though reluctantly, to 
yield.* 

21. In the war with Philip^ which began in 1675, Connecticut 
sufiered less than her sister colonies. Her aid, however, in full 
proportion to her sti^ngUi, was always j&eely aflorded ; and no 
troops surpassed her volunteers in bravery and enterprise. A 
larg^ number, aind many of them officers, were killed at the 
assault upon the fort at Narrags^tiset. 

22. In 1686, king James the second, desirous of annulling, 
not only the charters which had been granted to his En^i^ 
cities, but those also which had been granted to his American 
colonies, summoned the governor o^ Connecticut to appear and 
show cause why her charter should not be declared void. And 
Sir Edmund Andross, who had been appointed governor of New-* 
England, advised the colony, as the course best calculated to 
ensure the good will of his majesty, to resign it voluntarily into 
his hands, he having been instructed to receive it ^ut the people 
estimated too highly the privileges it conferred to surrender it 
until necessity compelled diem* 

23. Sir Edmund, therefore, repaired, with a body of troops, 
to Hartford, when the assembly were in sesnon, and demanded 
of them the charter. They hesitated and debated until evening. 
It was then produced and laid upon the table, a large number of 
people being present Suddenly, 4^ candles were extinguished. 
With counterfeited haste, they wcM^ agun relisted ; but the 
charter could no where be found. In the dark, it had been 
privately carried off, bv a captain Wadsworth, jend concealed in 
a hollow tree. Sir Edmund, however, assumed the government 
of the colony, and ruled with the same absolute sway, though not 
with the same oppressive tyranny, as in Massa^usetts. 

24. When James was ^riven from his throne and kingdom, 
and his governor deposed, Connecticut resumed her former 
government The assembly voted a flattering address to king 
Williani. The suit, instituted for the purpose of annullii^ her 
charter, was abandoned ; and her inhabitants, while enjoying 
greater privileges tiian any of Uieir brethren, had reason to con<* 
gratulate themselves upon their address and good fortune in 
preserving them. 

25. But, not long afterwards, they were agsdn called upon to 
defend these privileges from encroachment In 1692, colonel 

leleher was appohited govemc»r of New-T<Mrk, and was autlio- 
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flzedy by hia comihission, to take command of the militia of 
Ctt^^ectu^t. This power having been given, by the charter, to 
the govenu^ of the colony, he determined not to relinquish it, 
mi in this d«4ermination was supported by the people, 

d6. The next year, when the general court were in session, 
colonel' Fletcher ^repaired to Hartford, and required that the 
mSltia of the cdony should be placed under his command* This 
was resolutely refused. He then ordered the trainbands of the 
city to be assembled. This being done, he appeared before them, 
and directed his aid to read to them his commission and instruc- 
tions from ihe king. 

27. Captain Wadsworth, the senior officer of the militia pre- 
sent instantly ordered the drums to beat, and such was the noise, 
that nothing else could be heard. Colonel Fletcher commanded 
silence ; and again his aid began to read. " Drum, drum, I say,*' 
exclaimed Wadsworth, and a command so acceptable to the 
players, was obeyed with spirit. Once more the colonel c(Hn- 
maiHled silence, and a pause ensued. ^< Drum, drqm, I say," 
cried the captain, and turning to governor Fletcher, addressed 
hhn, with energy in his voice and meaning in his looks, " If I 
am interrupted again, I will make the sun shine through you in 
a moment.'' 

28. Deeming it unwise to contend with such a spirit, colonel 
Fletcher desist^, left Hartford the next night, and returned to 
New- York. A. representation of the opposing claims being 
mad^ to the king, he decided that the governor of Connecticut 
sboold have the command of the militia ; but in time of war, a 
certain number ^ould be placed under the orders of Fletcher. 

29. In 1700, Yale college was founded. It owes its existence 
to the beneficence and public sjpirit of the clergy. It was first 
established at Saybrook; and, in 1702, the first degrees were 
there conferred. Elihu Yale made several donations to the in- 
stitution, and from him it derives the name it bears. A succe^ion 
of able instructors has raised it to the second rank amon^he 
litersgry institutions of the country. 

30. In 1708, an act was passed by the l^islature, requiring 
tbe ministers and delegates of churches to meet and form an 
ecdesiasticaT constitution fdr the colony. A meeting was in con- 
sequence held at Saybrook, the result of which was the celebra- 
ted Saybrook jdatform. At the subsequent session of the legisla- 
hjte, it was enacted that aU «be churches, united according to 
fills platform, diould be owned as established by law, allowing, 
however, to other churches, the right of exercising worship and 
disdpline in their own way, according to thehr consciences. 

31. Inth<^ several dt>(M?dve attempts to reduce the Flrench 
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settlements in Canada, and in the expedition against Lonisbtng^ 
Connecticut furnished her fuD quota of troops, and bore her pro- 
portion of the e3q)enses. Of these, a history is elsewhere given. 
Afbr the death of Philip, most of the Indians abandoned her 
territory, and seldom returned to molest the inhabitants ; who, 
livmg in the enjoyment of all the privileges they desired, felt no 
inducement, and were afforded no opportonily, to perform such 
actions as enliven the pages of history. 



CHAPTER S. 
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ROGER WILLIAMS, whp was banished fix)m Massachu. 
setts, for avowing the doctrine, that the civil magistrate is bound 
to grant equal protection to every denomination of christians, a 
doctrine too liberal for the age in which he lived, repaired to 
Seeconk, where he procured a grant of land from the Indians^ 
Being infonned, by the governor of Plymouth, that the land was 
within the limits of that colony, he proceeded to Mooshausic, 
where, m 1636, with those friends who followed him, he began 
a plantation. 

2. He purchased the land of the Indians, and, in grateful 
acknowledgment of the kindness of heaven, he called the place 
Providence. Acting in conformity with die wise and liberal 
prmciple, for avowing and maintainmg which, he had suffered 
baiu|^ment, he allowed entire freedom of conscience to all who 
came within his borders. And to him must be given the ^oiy 
of having first set a practical example of the equal toleration of 
all religious sects in the same political community. 

3. His benevolence was not confined to his civilized brethren. 
He labored to enlighten, improve, and cpncifiate the savages. 
He learned their language, travelled among them, and gained 
the entire confidence of their chiefs. He had oflen the hap- 
piness, by his influence over them, of saving from injury the 
colony that had proclaimed him an outlaw, ami driven him into 
the wilderness. 

4. In 1638, WHliam Coddington, and seventeen others, being 
persecuted for tiiehr rdigious tenets in Massachusetts, followed 
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WHlidmd to Providence. By his advice, they purcha^ied of the 
IfndiaTis the island of Aquetnec, now called ^Rhode Island, and 
removed thither. Coddington was chosen their judge, or chief 
magistrate. The fertility of the soil, and the toleration of all 
du^tian sects, attracted numerous emigrants from the adjacent 
settlements. 

5. When the New-England colonies, in 1643, formed their 
memorable confederacy, Rhode Island applied to be admitted a 
member. Plymouth objected; asserting Chat the settlements 
were within her boundaries. The commissioners decided that 
Rhode Island might enjoy all the advantages of the confederacy, 
if ^e would submit to the jurisdiction of Plymouth. She de- 
clined, proudly preferring ind^endence to ail the benefits of 
dependent union. 

6. In 1644, Williams, having been sent to England as agent 
for both settlements, obtained of the Pljonouth company, a patent 
for the territory, and permission for the inhabitants to institute a 
government for themselves. In 1647, delegates chosen by the 
freemen, held a general assembly at Portsmouth, organized a 
government, and established a code of laws. The executive 
power was confided to a president and four assistants. 

7. Upon the application of the inhabitants, the king, in 1663, 
granted a charter to Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 
The supreme, or legblative power, was to be exercised by an 
assembly, which was to consist of the govemoi', of ten assistants, 
and of representatives from the several towns, all to be chosen 
by the freemen. This assembly granted to adl christian sects, 
except Roman Catholics, tlje right of voting. In 1665, they 
authorized, by law, the seizure of the estates of Quakers, who 
refused to assist in defending the colony : but this law, being ge- 
nerally "condemned by the people, was never executed. 

8. When Andross was made governor over New-England, he 
dissolved the charter government of Rhode Island, and ruled the 
colony, with the assistance of a council a[^ointed by himself. 
After he was imprisoned, ?it Boston, the freemen met at New- 
port, and voted to resume their charter. All the officers who, 
three years before, had been displaced, were restored. 

9. The benevolence, justice, and pacific policy of Williams, 
secured to the colony an almost totsd exemption from Indian 
hostility. In 1730, the number of haJiabitants was 18,000 ; in 
1761, it was 40,000. Brown university was founded, at War- 
ren, in 1764, and was removed, a few years after, to Providence. 
Its founder was Nicholas Brown, who gave to the institution five 
thousand dollars. 
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IN 1609. Henry Hudson, an Englishman, but 3ailing in the 
servica of the Dutch East India Oompany, discovered Long 
Island, the harbor of New- York, and the river to which his name 
has been given. In 1613, several Dutch merchants, to whom 
the republic of Holland had granted the exclusive right of trading 
to this part -of America, erected a fort near Albany, which they 
named fort Orange, and a few trading houses on the island of 
New- York, then called, by the Indians, Manhattan. 

2. In the same year, captain Argal, who had been sent by 
Virginia to drive the French from their settlements on the baj 
of Fundy, visited, on his return, the Dutchyon Hudson's river. 
Claiming the country for his nation, by f%ht*^f prior discovery, 
he demanded their acknowledgment of its autndrity. Being few 
in number, they prudently submitted, without attempting to resist. 

3. But, receiving a reinforcement, the next year, they again 
asserted tjie right of Holland to the country, and erected fort 
Amsterdam, on the south end of the island. "The English, for 
many years, forebore to interfere in their pursuits or claims. In 
1621, the republic, desirous of founding a colony in America, 
granted to the Dutch W^ India company, an extensive territory 
on both sides of the Hudson. The country was called New 
Netherlands. The boundaries were not accurately defined, but 
were considered, by the company, as mcluding Connecticut river 
at the north, and Delaware river at the south. 

4. In 1623, they erected a fort on the Delaware, which they 
called Nassau ; and, ten years afterwards, an other on the Con- 
necticut, which they called Good Hope. ' Near the former, the 
Swedes had a settlement. From the interfering 'claims of the 
two nations, cjuarrels arose between the settlers, which, after con- 
tinuing several years, terminated in the subjugation of ^e Swedes. 
Towards the fort on the Connecticut, the settlements of the Eng- 
lish rapidly approached, and soon occasioned disputes, which had 
a lotiger duration and a different result 

5. The Dutch did not escape the calamity of war with tbe 
savages. Hostilities commenced in 1643, continued several 
years, and were very destructive to both parties. William Kieft, 
the governor of the New Netherlands, mvited captain Underbill/ 
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\fiho haa been a soldier in Europe, and had made himself conspi- 
cuous in New-Hampdiire, by h^s eccentricities in religion and 
ccmduct, to take command of his troops. Collecting a flying 
party of one hundred and fifty men, he was enabled to preserve 
the Dutch settlements from total destruction. The number of 
Indians, whom he killed in the course of the war, was supposed 
to exceed four hundred. In 1646, a severe battle was fought on 
that part of Horse-neck called Strickland's Plain. The Dutch 
were victorious ; on both sides great niunbers were slain ; and for 
a century afterwards the graves of the dead were distinctly visible. 

6. In 1650, Peter Stuyvesant, then the able governor of the 
New Netherlands, met the commissioners of the New- England 
colonies at Hartford, where, aft;^r much altercation, a line of par- 
tition between their respective territories was fixed by mutual 
agreement. Lon^ [dand was divided between them ; the Dutch 
r^ained the lands whkh they occupied in Connecticut, surrender- 
ing their claim to the residue. # 

7. But Charles the second, denying their right to any portion 
of the country, determined to expel them firom it In 1664, he 
granted to his brother, the Duke of Toik and Albany, sdl the 
territory between Nova-Scotia and Delaware Bay ; and though 
England and Holland were then at peace, immediately sent three 
diip^ and three hundred troops to put him in possession of his 
grant. Colqjiel Robert Nichols conducted the expedition. The 
squadron, having visited Boston, reached the place of its destina- 
tion in August. 

8. The commander summoned governor Stujrvesant to surren- 
der the town, promising to secure to the inhabitants their lives, 
liberty, and property. At first, he refused ; but the magistrates 
and people, allured by the proffered terms, constrained him to 
consent. Fort Orange surrendered, soon after, to Sir George 
Carteret In compliment to the Diike, the name, Manhattan, 
was changed to New-York, and Orange to Albany. 

9. Nichols assumed the government of the country he had 
conquered, and continued, for three years, to rule over it, wl^ 
absolute power, but with great lenity and justice. During his 
administration, New- York was made a city. Upon his return to 
E&gland, he was succeeded by Colonel Lovelace, who adminis- 
ter^ the government with equal moderation. ^ 

10. In 1673, England and Holland being then at war, a few 
Dutch ships were despatched to reconquer the country. On 
their arrival at Staten Island, a short distance from the city, John 
Manning, who had command of the fort, sent down a messenger 
and tieacherously made terms vrith the enemy. The Dutch 
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sailed up the hajrbc^, landed their men, and took possedaioii of the 
fort and city, without firing or receiving a shot. 

IL Captain Anthony Coke was appointed governor, but he 
retained the authority for a few months only. The next year, 
peace was concluded, and the cmmtry restored to the Englisb. 
The Duke obtained a new patent, confirming his title to tiie pro- 
vince, and appointed major Andross, the same who was after- 
wards the tyrant of New-England, to be govemw over his ter- 
ritories in America. 

12. Neither the admkiistration of Andross, nor that of his 
successor, Anthony Brockholst, was distinguished by any remark- 
able event. In 1682, C<^ohel Thomas Dongan, who, as well as 
the Duke, was a Roman Ca^olic, was s^poii^ed governor, and 
the next year arrived in the colony. Until this time, the gover- 
nor and council had possessed absolute power. The mhabitants, 
who, whether Dutch or En^ish, were bom Ihe subjects of a state 
comparatively fMe, having, in an addr^ te the Duke, claimed a 
share in the legislative auSiority, colonelDongan was dfarected to 
allow the freeholders to meet and choose representatives. 

13. On the 17th of October, the first assembly met, consistii^ 
of the council and eighteen representatives. By the declaratioo 
of the governor, they were Invested with the sole power of en- 
acting laws and levying taxes ; but the laws could have no force 
until ratified by the E ake. * With this participation of power, 
the people were gratified and contented ; and the colony began 
to enjoy the inestimable ad^^oitages of a regular government 

14. The interior of New-Yorif was originaHy kahabited by a 
confederacy which consisted at first of five, and afterwards of six, 
nations of Indians. Ttds confederacy was formed for mutual de- 
fence against the Algcmquins, a powerful Canadian nation, and 
displayed much of the wisdom and sagacity whidi mai:k the in- 
stitutions of a civilized people. By their union, they had become 
formidable to Ae surrounding tribes. Being the allies of the 
English, the French welre alarmed at tiieir successes, and be- 
came jealous of theur power. 

15. In 1684, De la Barre, the governor of Canada, marched 
to attack them, with an army of seventeen hundred men. His 
tn>ops suffered so much firom hardships, famine^ and sickoess, 
that he was compelled to a^ peace of tibosc whom he had come 
to exterminate. He invited the chiefs of the five nations to ineet 
hun at his camp, and Aose of three o(ih&a accepted the invita- 
tion. Standing In a circle, formed by the chiefs^and his own 
officers, h« addressed a speech to Garrangula, of the Onondago 
tribe, in which he accused the confederates of conducting thd 
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En^ish to the trading grounds of the French, and threatened 
them with ¥rar and extermination if they did not alter tiieir 
bdiavior. 

16. Garrangula, knowing the distresses of the French troops, 
beard these threats with contempt After walking five or six 
times round the circle, he addressed the following bold and 
sarcastic language to De la Barre, calling him Tonnomtto, and 
the Engli^ governor, Corlear." 

17. ** Yonnondio, I honor you, and the warriors that are fpith 
me likewise honor you. Your interpreter has fini^ied your 
speech ; I now begin mine. My woitis make haste to reach 
your ears; hearken to them. -Yonnondio, you must have believ- 
ed, when you left Quebec, that the sun had consumed aU the 
forests which render our country inaccessible to the French, or 
that the great lakes had overflown their banks and surrounded 
our castles, so that it was impossible for us to get out of them. 
Yes, Yonnondio, you must have dreamed so, and the curiosity of 
90 great a wonder has brought you so far. Now you are unde- 
ceived, for I, and the warriors here present, are come to assure 
you, that the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneydoes, and 
Mohawks, are yet alive, 

18. ^' I ^ank you, in thdr name, for bringing back into their 
country the pipe of peace, which your predecessor received from 
tlieir hands. It was happy for you that you led under ground 
that miurdering hatchet which has been so often dyed in tlie 
blood of the French. Hear, Yonnondio, I do not sleep ; I have' 
my eyes open, and tiie sun .which eidightens me, discovers to me 
a great captain, at the head of a company of soldiers, who speaks 
as if he was dreammg. He says that he only came to smoke 
the great pipe of peace, vnth the Onondagas. But (Jarrangula 
says, that he sees the contrary ; tiiat it was to knock them on 
the head. If sickness had not weakened the arms of die French. 

19. " We carried the English to our Lakes, to trade diere 
with the Utawawas, and Quatoghies, as the Adirondacs brought 
the French to our castles to carry on a trade which the Englbh 
say 18 theirs. We are bom free ; we neither depend on Yon- 
nondio nor Corleaa*. We may go where we please, and buy 
and sell what we please. If your allies are your daves, use them 
as such ; command them to receive no other bcrt your people. 

20. " Hear, Yonnondio ; what I say is the voice of all the 
Five Nations. When they buried the hatchet at Cadaraeul, in 
the middle of the fort, they planted the tree of peace in tiie same 
place, to be there carefully preserved, that instead of a retreat 
for toldiers, the fort might be a rendezvous ft)rmerchante. Take 
care that tiie many soldiers who appear there, do not choke th' 



6d NEW-YORK. 

tree of peace^ and prevent it firom covering your countiy and otfirs 
with its branches. I assure you that our warriors shall dance 
under its leaves,' and will never dig up the hatchet to cut it down, 
tjll their brother Yonnondio or Corlear shall invade the country 
which the Great Spirit has given to our ancestors." 

21. De la Banre was mortified and enraged at this bold reply; 
but, submitting to necessity, he concluded a treaty of peace, and 
returned to Montreal. His successor, De Nonville, led a larger 
army agadnst the confederates ; but fell into an ambuscade and 
was defeated. These wars within the limits of the colony, kept 
colonel Dongan actively employed, and served to perpetuate the 
enmity of the Indians against the French, and their attachment 
tp the English. 

22. In the mean time, the duke of York ascended the throne 
of England. Claiming unlimited authority as kin^, and pro- 
fessing the Catholic rel^on, he was hated and feared by a great 
portion of the inhabitants, who were devoted to the cause o( 
freedom, and to the principles of the protestants. The governor 
was also an object of their dislike and distrust Catholics, coun- 
tenanced by him, repaired in great numbers to the colony, and 
pious protestants trembled for their reUgion. 

23. In the be^umiu^ of the year 1689, information was re- 
ceived from England mat the people had resolved to dethrone 
their sovereign, and offer the crown to William^ prince of 
Orange ; and fi*om Massachusetts, that the citizens had deposed 
and imprisoned sir Edmund Andross, their governor. This 
encouraged the disaffected, and presented an example for their 
imitation. 

24. Several militia captains assembled to determine on &e 
measures expedient to be adopted. Of these, Jacob Leisler was 
the most active. He was destitute of every qualification neces- 
sary to conduct a difficult enterprise, but possessed the esteem 
and confidence of the other officers, and of the people. Milbome, 
his son-in-law, concerted all his measures, and controlled his 
conduct. 

25. They determined to obtadn possession of the fort. Leisler 
entered it with fiffy men, and published a declaration in favor ot 
the prince of Orange. The magistrates and most respectable 
citizens discountenanced the proceeding, and, at first, but few 
had the courage to declare themselves his friends. To induce 
them to act, a report was circulated that three ships, with ordersj 
from the prince, were sailing up the harbor. His party was in- 
stantly alimented by six captains, and nearly five hundred men, 
a force suBSicient to overpower all opposition. 

?G. Before these disturbances, colonel Dongan had resigned 
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lus office, and embarked for England. Lhnitenant-govemor 
Nicholson, unable to contend with Leisler, absconded in the 
night. Th^ province being thus left without a chief magistrate, 
Leisler was promoted, by his adherents, to that station. He sent 
an address to king William and queen Mary, whose authority he 
acknowledged, and, soon after, a private letter to the king, ex- 
pressinj?, in low and incorrect language, the warmest protesta- 
tions oi loyalty and zeal. 

27. His sudden elevation excited the envy of those magistrates 
and citizens who had declined to join him in proclaiming king 
William. Bayard and Courtlandt, unable to raise a party against 
him in £he city, retired to Albany, where their exertions ^M^ 
successful. To diminish their influence, and to allay the jeal JK 
of odi^rs, he invited several worthy citizens to unite with hiiinn 
administering the government, ^ trust which had been con^jj^ 
to him alone, by the militia. 

28. In a few months, however, a letter arrived from:jhe 
ministry in England, directed " to such as, for the time being, 
take care for administering the laws of the province," and <5bn- 
ferring authority to perform all the duties of lieutenant-governor. 
Leisler considered uus letter addressed to himself, assumed the 
authority conferred, appointed his council, and issued commissions 
in his own name. 

29. The people of Albany, led by Bajrard, Courtlandt, and 
Livingston, acknowledged Idng William, but refused to submit 
to Leisla*. Milborne was sent with a body of troops to enforce 
obedience, but, findingthem united, he returned without attempting 
it. The next spring, going with a stronger force, he succeeded. 
The leaders of the party fled, and then* property was confiscated. 
This arbitrary and unjust measure so exasperated the sufferers, 
(hat they and their posterity long retained the most violent animo- 
sity against Leisler and his adherents. 

30. During these troubles in the colony, war was declared 
between France and England. De Nonville being recalled, 
Count Frontenac was appointed governor of Canada. In 
January, 1690, he despatcned several parties against the English 
settlements. One of these, consisting of Frenchmen and Cagh- 
nuaga Indians, was sent against Albany, but resolved to attack 
Schenectady. To the inhabitants of this village, mformation was 
^en of their danger ; but they, judging it impossible for tiie 
enemy to march several hundred miles in the depth of winter, 
disregarded the intelligence. No regular watch was kept, nor 
military order observed. 

31. The French and Indians arrived near the town on the 
eighth of February. They divided their niimber into small 
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Iparties, that every house might he invested at the same time. 
On Saturday night, at eleven o'clock, they entered at the gates 
which they found unshut. The inhabitants having retired to rest, 
universal stillness reigned. Suddenly, in every quarter, the hor- 
rid yell was heard^ They sprang from their beds, conscious of 
the danger which surrounded them. Opening their doors, they 
met the savages, with uplifted tomahawks, on the threshold. 
Each, at the same instant, heard the cry of his affrighted nei£^h- 
bor. Soon succeeded the groans of the dying. In a tew 
minutes, the buildings were on fire. Women were butchered, 
and children thrown alive into the flames. The Indians, frantic 
from slaughter, ran, with fatal haste, through the village, 
massacreing many, who, in their attempts to escape, were be- 
trayed by the light of their own houses. 

32. Some eluded their pursuers ; but a fate almost as dreadful 
awaited them. They were naked ; a furious storm came oe .* 
Albany, their only refuge, was at a distance ; and often their 
terror converjted into savages the trees and wild beasts which 
they saw in their flight. Part arrived in safety ; twenty-five lost 
their limbs by the severity of the cold. At Schenectady, sixty 
were kiUed, and twenty-five made prisoners. 

33. To avenge these barbarities, and others perpetrated in 
New--£ngland, a combined expedition against Canadsrwas pro- 
jected* An army, raised in New-York and Connecticut, pro- 
ceeded as far as die head of lake Champlain, whence, finding no 
boats prepared, they were obliged to return. Sir William 
Phipps, with a fleet of more than thirty vessels, sailed from 
Boston into the St, Lawrence, and, landing a body of troops, 
made an attack by land and water upon Quebec ; but the return 
of the army to New- York, allowing the whole force of the enemy 
to repair to the assistance of the garrison, he was obliged to 
abandon the enterprise. To the misconduct or incapacity of 
Leisler and Milbome, the failure of this expedition was attri- 
buted. 

34. As soon as king William could find leisure to attend to 
tis colonies, he appointed colonel Henry Sloughter governor of 
New- York. Never was a governor more necessary to the 
province, and never, perhaps, has it been ruled by one less 
qualified for the station. He was destitute of talents, licentious, 
avaricious, and a bankrupt. 

36. Leisler, when informed of this appointment, ought to 
have relinquished the authority he had exercised ; but he was 
weak, intoxicated with power, and determined to retain it. 
Although twice required, he refused to surrender the fort; but 
sent two persons to confer with the governor, who, dechariog 
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diem rebels, arrested and confined them. Alarmed by this mea<< 
sure, Leisler attempted to escape, but was apprehended; with 
many of his adherents, and brought to trial. 

36. In vain did they plead their zeal for king William. In vain 
did Leisler insist that die letter from England authorized him to 
administer the government. They had lately resisted a governor 
with a regular commission, and this governor, and a subservient 
court, were resolved upon tlieir conviction. Leisler and Mil- 
borne were condemned to death for high treason. 

37. Soon after their trial, the affairs of the province re- 
ipiired Sloughter's presence at Albany. The faction opposed to 
them, entreated him, before his departure, to sign the warrant 
for iheir execution; but he, unwiUmg to sacrifice two men, who, 
though they had i^metimes erred, had served his master with 
zeal, refhsed. Unable to effect their purpose by persuasion, they 
{"es^Mled to a detestable expedient. A sumptuous feast was pre- 
pared, to which the governor was invited. When he had dnmk 
to intoxication, they presented him the warrant, which he sign- 
ed, and when he had recovered his senses, the piiscmers were no 
more. 

38. On application to the king, their estates, which had been 
confiscated, were restored to their heirs. Their bodies were af- 
terwards taken up and interred, with great pomp, in the (Ad Dutch 
eliurch ; and their descendants are considered honored, rather 
than disgraced, by the conduct and fall of their ancestors. 

39. 1^ July, 1691, Sloughter, havmg returned from Albany, 
ended, by a sudden death, a short, weak, and turbulent adminis- 
tration. About the same time, major Peter Schuyler, at the head 
of three hundred Mohawks, made a sudden and boM attack upon 
the French settlements, at the north end of Lake Champlain. 
An army of eight hundred men was despatched from Montreal 
to oppose him, With these be had several irregular, but suc- 
cessful conflicts ; in which he killed a number of the enemy, 
greater than that of his whole party. 

40. In 1692, colonel Fletcher arrived as successor to Slough- 
ter. He was a good soldier, was active, avaricious, and passionate. 
From the talents and information of major Schuyler, he derived 
great assistance, and was governed by his advice, particularly in 
transactions relative to the Indians. 

41. As a great portion of the inhabitants were Dutch, all the 
governors, to produce uniformity in religion and language, bad 
encouraged English preachers and school-masters to settle in the. 
colony. No one pursued this object with more zeal than Fletcher, 
who was devoted to the church of England. At two successiva 
nefloions, he recommencted the subject to the attention of the ag- 



ibly ; but the members, being generally attached to the diurch 
EloUand, disregarded his recommendations. For this neglect, 
gave them a severe reprimand. 

12. The subject being laid before them, at a subsequent aea- 
1, they passed a bill providing for the settlement, in certain 
ishes, of ministers of the gospel, to be chosen by the people, 
e council added an amendment, giving to the governor the 
rer of approval or r^ection. The house refused to concur in 
amendment, at which Fletcher was so much enraged, that be 
imanded them instantly to attend him, and, addressing them 
in angry speech, prorogued them to the next year. 

3. In 1697, a peace, which gave security and repose to the 
)nie8, was concluded between Great Britain and France. 
3 next year, the earl of Bellamont was appointed governor^ 
was particularly instructed to clear the American seas of the 
ites who infested them, and who, it was suspected, had even 
3ived encouragement from Fletcher. 

4. The government declining to furnish the necessary naval 
;e, the earl engaged, with o&iers, in a private undertaking 
Inst them. The associates, procuring a vessel of war, gave 
command of it to a captain Kid, and sent him to cruise against 
pirates. He had been but a short time at sea, when, disre- 
ling his instructions, he made a new contract with his crew, 
, on tiie Atlantic and Indian Oceans, became himself a darings 
•cloufi, and successful pirate. 

5. Three years afterwards, he returned, burned his ship, and, 
1 a strange infatuation, appeared publicly at Boston. He was 
rehended and sent po England, where he was tried and exe- 
m1. The earl and his partners, some of whom resided in 
^land, were accissed of sharing in his plunder, but in all his 
minations he declared them innocent 

6. Notwith^anding the death of Leisler, the people were still 
Jed into Leislerians and anti-Leislerians. Fletcher had been 
instrument of the latter ; Lord Bellamont espoused the cause 
be former. He, however, persecuted no one ; hut exercised 
lority with justice and moderation. He died in 1701. 

7. The next year. Lord Combury was appoint^ governor, 
presented a statiking proof of the folly of hereditary distinc- 
s. He was the son of the celebrs^ted earl of Clarendon ; but 
sessed not one of the virtues of his ancestor. Mean, proHi- 
!, and unprincipled, he was a burden to his friends at home, 

was sent to America to be beyond the reach of his creditors, 
S. He declared himself a;i anti-Ldslerian, and the first as- 
ibly thai he sonunoned was con^posed principally of men of 
' Pwty. They presented him two thousand pounds to defray 
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tlie expenses of his voyage. They raised several sums of money 
for public purposes, Imt the expenditure being intrusted to him 
as governor, he appropriated most of it to his own use. 

49. His acts of injustice and oppression; his prodigality ; his 
fndecent and vulgar manners, rendered him universally odious. 
In 1708, the assemblies of New^York and of New- Jersey, of 
which colony he was also governor, complained to tne queen of 
his misconduct. She removed him from office ; he was soon 
after arrested by his creditors, and remained in custody unfll the 
death of his illustrious father, when he returned to England and 
took his seat m the house of lords. 

50. A proceeding of the house of representatives, near the 
close of his admii^tradon, ought not to be passed over without 
notice. Wearied by theiir sufferings, they appointed a committee 
of grievances, who r^orted a series of resolutions having refer- 
ence to recei^ transactions, which resolutions were adopted by 
the house. One of them, in explicit language, asserted the prin- 
ciple, " that the imposing and levying of any moneys upon her 
majesty's subjects of this colony, under any pretence or color 
whatsoever, without consent in general assembly, is a grievance 
and a violation of the people's property." It is not uninstructiVe 
to observe how early, in some of the colonies, were sown the 
seeds of the American revolution. 

51. In 1710, general Hunter, who had been appointed gover- 
nor, arrived in the province. He brought with him near three 
thousand Grermans, some of whom settled in New-Yoric, and 
some in Pennsylvania. The latter transmitted to their native 
land suchfavorsdble accounts of the country which they had chosen 
for their residence, that many others followed and settled in that 
colony. The numerous descendants of these Germans are ho- 
nest, industrious, and useful citizens. 

62. The prodigality .of Lord Combury, had taught the assem- 
lAy an important lesson. Before his removal, they had obtained 
from the que^n permission, in cases of special appropriations to 
appoint their own treasurer. They now passed a biU confiding 
to this officer the disbursement of certain sums appropriated for 
ordinary purposes. The council proposed an amendment. The 
house denied the right of that body to amend a money bill. Both 
continuing obstinate, the governor prorogued them, and at their 
next session dissolved them. 

53. At this time, war existed between England and France. 
In 1709, expensive preparations were made for an attack upon 
Canada, but the promised assistance not arriving from England, 
the enterprise was abandoned. In 1711, the project was rc- 
Eiimf^d. • A fleet sailed up the St. Lawrence, to attack Quebec; 
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and an anny of |e<ir thousand men, raised by New-Tork, Netr- s^' 
Jersey, and Qpiinecticut, inarched to invade Canada, by the route 
of Lake Clua^Iam. The fleet, shattered by a storm, was com* 
pelled toiretum. The army, mformed of the disasters of the 
fleet, returned also, havmg accomplished nothing. 

64. Ttw^jeople, approving the conduct of their representatives 
in relation to the revenue, had re-elected nearly all of them, and 
they gvere now in session. To defray the expenses of the late 
expedition, they passed several bills which were amended in the * 
council. Between these two bodies, an other. contest ensued. 
The representatives, deriving their authority from the people, 
considered themselves bound to watch over the expenditure of 
their money. The council, deriving their authority from the 
same source as the governor, were desiipous of increasing his in- 
fluence by giving him the management of the revenue. During 
this, and a subsequent session, both continued inflexible. The 
governor, provoked at the obstinacy of the representatives, ^lis- 
solved the assembly. 

55. At the ensuing election, which was warmly contested, most 
of the members chosen, were opposed to the governor. This 
assembly was dissolved by the death of the queen. The next 
was dissolved by the governor, soon after it first met, a majority 
of the representatives being known to be unfriendly to his views. 
The people became weary of contending. Most of the mem- 
bers chosen at the succeeding election, were his friends and par- 
tisans, and, for several years, the utmost harmony existed be- 
tween the different branches of the govermnent. 

56. Governor Hunter quitted the province in 1719, and his 
authority devolved on Peter Schuyler, the oldest member of the 
council. The next year, William Burnet, son of the celebrated 
bishop of that name, was s^pointed governor. Turning 1^ at- 
tention towards the wilderness, he perceived that the French, in 
order to connect their settlements in Canada and Louisiana, to 
secure to then^selves the Indian trade, and to confine the English 
to the sea coast, were busily employed in erecting a chain of 
forts from the St Lawrence to the MississippL 

57. He endeavored to defeat their design, by building a trading 
house, and afterwards a fort, at Oswego, on Lake Ontario* But 
the French had the command of more abundant resources, and 
applied them to the accomplishment of their object, with great 
activity and zeal. Th^ launched two vessels upon^fliat lake^ 
and, going farther into the wilderness, erected a fort at 'Niagar% 
commanding the entrance into it ; they had previously ^erected 
foil Frontenac, commanding the outlet. 

5S. The assembly, elected in 1716, hatl been so obsequious 
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to the governor, that he continued k In existence until the clamors 
of the people induced him, in 1727, to disserve it. That which 
next met, was composed entirely of his opponents. The court 
of chancery, in which he presided, had become exceedingly un- 
popular. It had been instituted by an ordinance of the governor 
and council, wkhout the concurrence of the assembly ; the mode 
of proceeding Was novel ; and some of the decisions had given 
^great offence to powerftd individuals. The house passed r^^lu- 
'tions declaring it "a manifest oppression and grievance," and 
intimating that its decrees Were void. The governor instantly 
called the assembly before him, and dissolved it. 

59. Being soon after appointed governor of Massachusetts, he 
was succeeded by colonel Montgomery, upon whose death, in 
1731, the supreme authority devolved upon Rip Van Dam, the 
senior member of the council. Under nis ^ort and inefficient 
admioistration, the French were permitted to erect a fort at 
Crown Point, within the acknowledged boundarus of New- 
York, from which parties of savages were oflien secretly des- 
patched to destroy the English settlements. 

60. Van Dam was superseded by William Cosby, who ar- 
rived in August^ 1732. Having been the advocate, in parliament, 
of the American colonies, he was at first popular, but soon lost 
the affection and confidence of the people. By his instigation, 
one Zenger, the printer of a newspaper, was prosecuted for 
publishing an article declared to be derogatory to the dignity of 
his majesty's government. He was zealously defended by able 
counsel, and an independent jury gave a verdict of acquittal. 
The people applauded their conduct, and the magistrates of the 
city of ]^^ew-York presented to Andrew Hamilton, one of his 
defenders, the freedom of the city, ^ in a gold box, and their 
thanlcs for << his learned and generous defence of the rights of 
mankind, aad the liberty of me press*** 

61. Governor Cosby died in 1736, and was succeeded by 
George Clark, at that time senior counsellor, but soon after ap- 
pointed lieutenant-governor. Again was revived the contest 
which had ended, twenty years before, in the nctory gained by 
governor Hunter, over the house of representatives. The colony 
being in debt,, the house voted to raise the sum of six Uiousand 
pounds ; but, in ard&r to prevent its misapplication, declared, 
diat it should be applied to the payment of certain specified 
debts. Offended by this vote, Clark resorted to the expedient 
,which had usually been adopted to punish or intimidate ; he im- 
mediately dissolved the assembly. 

62. At the next election, greiat exertions were made by the 
opposing parties. The popular party wa« triumphant. At their 
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second session, the house voted an address to the lieuteaant-^ 
governor, which is worthy of particular notice. In bold and 
explicit language, they state some of the vital principles of firee 
government, refer to recent misapplications of money, and pro- 
ceed : 

63. " We therefore beg leave to be plain witi your honor, 
and hope you will not take it amiss when we tell you^ that you 
are not to expect that we will either raise sums unfit to be raised,, 
or put what we shall raise, into the power of a governor to mis- 
apply, if we can prevent it ; nor shall we make up any other de- 
ficiencies than what we conceive are fit and just to be paid ; nor 
continue what support or revenue we shall raise, for any longer 
time than one year ; nor do we think it convenient to do even 
that, until such laws are passed as we conceive necessary for the 
safety of the inhabitants of this colony, who have reposed a trust 
in us for that only purpose, and which we are sure you will think 
it reasonable we shonM^ct agreeably to ; and by the grace of 
God we shall endeavor not to deceive them**' 

64. With a body of men, so resolute in asserting their rights, 
the lieutenant-govemcw wisely forebore to contend. He thankeci 
them for their address, and promised his cordial co-operation in 
all measures calculated to promote the prosperity of the colony* 
He gave his assent to a law providmg for the more firequent 
election of representatives ; which law, however, two years after- 
wards, was abrogated by the king. 

65. But between a house of representatives and a chief ma- 
gistrate, deriving their authority from different sources, harmony 
could not long subsist. Mr. Clark, in his speech at the opening 
of the next session, declared that unless the revenue was granted 
for as long a time as it had been granted by former assemblies, 
his duty to his majesty forbade him iVom assenting to any act 
for continuing the excise, or for paying the colonial bills of credit. 
The house unanimously resolved, that it would not pass any bill 
for the grant of money, unless assurance should be ^vefi that the 
excise ^ould be continued and the bills of credit redeemed. 

66. The lieutenant-governor immediately ordered the mem* 
hers to attend bun. He told them that "their proceedmgs were 
presumptuous, daring, and unprecedented ; that he couWnot look 
upon them without astonishment, nor with honor suffer the house 
to sit any longer ;" and he accordingly dissolved it. Little more 
than a year had elapsed, since the members were chosen ; but 
in that time they had, by their firm and spirited conduct, in sup- 
port of the rights of the people, merited the gratitude of their 
constituents. 

67. About this time, a supposed "negro plot" occasioned 





^reat commotion and alarm in the city of New-Yoik. The 
^frequent occurrence of fires, most of which were evidently 
caused by design, first excited the jealousy and suspicion of the 
citizens. Terrified by danger which luriced unseen in the 
midst of them, they listened with eager credulity to the declara- 
tion of some abandoned female?, that the negroes had combined 
to bum the city v id make one of their number governor. Many 
were arrested and committed to prison. Other witnesses, not 
mcMre respectable than the first, came forward ; other negroes 
vrere accused, and even several white men were designated as 
concerned in the plot. 

68. When the time of trial arrived, so strong was the preju- 
dice against the miserable negroes, that every lawyer in tne city 
volunteered ag^st them. Ignorant and imassisted, nearly all 
who were tried were 6mdemned. Fourteen were sentenced to 
be burned, eighteen to be hung, seventy-one to be transported, 
and all these sentences were executed. Of the whites two were 
convicted and sufiered death. 

69. All apprehension of danger having subsided, many began 
to doubt wheuer any plot had in fact been concerted. None of 
the witnesses were persons of credit, their stories were extrava- 
gant and oflen contradictory ; and thejproject was such as none 
but fools or madmen would form, llie two white men were 
respectable ; one had received a liberal education, but he was a 
catholic, and the prejudice agabast cathoHcs was too violent to 
permit the firee exercise of reason. Some of the accused were 
doubtless guilty of setting fire to the city ; but the proof of the 
alleged plot was not sufficiently clear to justify the numerous 
and cruel punishments that ware inflicted. 

70. In April) 1740, the assembly agahi met. It had now 
risen to importance in the colony. The adherence of the re- 
presentatives to thebr determination, not to grant the revenue for 
more than one year, made annual meetings of the assembly ne- 
cessary. This attachment to liberty was mistaken for the desire 
of independence. Lieutenant-governor Claric, in a speech de- 
livered in 1741, alludes to "a jealousy which for some years 
had obtained in England, that the plantations were not without 
thoughts of throwing off their dependence on the crown." 

71. In 1748, Gem^ Clinton was sent over as governor of 
the colony. Like, most 9S his predecessors he was welcomed 
with joy ; and one of bis earliest measures confirmed the favorable 
accounts, which had preceded him, of his talents and liberality; 
To ^ow his willingness to repose confidence in the people, he 
assented to a bill limitii^ the duration of the present and all sue* 
ceedine assemblies. The house manifested its gratitude by 
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adopting the measures he recommended for the defence of the 
province against the French, who were then at war widi Eng- 
land. 

72. In 1746, the savages in alliance with France made fre- 
quent invasions of the English territories. The inhabitants were 
compelled to desert Hosick ; Saratoga was destroyed ; the 
western settlements in New-England were often attacked and 
plundered. Encouraged by success, the enemy becaihe more 
daring, and small parties ventured within the suburbs of Albany, 
and there lay in wait for prisoners. It is even said that one 
Indian, called Tomonwilemon, often entered the city and suc- 
ceeded in taking captives. 

73. Distressed by these incursions, the assembly, in 1746^ 
determined to unite with the other colonies and the mother 
country in an expedition against Canada. They appropriated 
money 4o purchase provisions for the army, and offered liberal 
bounties to recruits. But ^e fleet fhmi England did not arrive 
at the appointed time : the other cqlonies were dilatory in their 
preparations, and before they were completed, the season for 
military operations had passed away. 

74. Early in the next year, a treaty was concluded, and lh6 
inhabitants were, fbr a short period, relieved fi*om the burdens 
and distresses of war. During the interval of peace, no event 
of importance happened in the colony. Upon the recurrence, 
a few years afterw^urds, of hostilities, its territory was the theatre 
of sanguinary conflicts. But of that war, in which all the colo- 
nies acted in concert, a connected history will be hereafter given^ 
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NEW-JERSEY. 



THE first settlement wifliin the limits of New-Jersey was 
made by the Danes, about the year 1^, at a place called Ber- 
gen, from a city of that name in Norway. Soon afterwards, 
several Dutch &indli«i seated themselves in the vicinity of New- 
"^ork. In 1626, a company was formed in Sweden, under the 
patronage of king €rc^vus Addphus, for tbe purpose of planting 
m c<*»y in Amerlcla. The»«Etyear,anttmberof Swedes and 



fiQiis came over, purdiased of the natives the land mi both sides 
of the liv^ Delaware, but made their first setdement on its west- 
CTB bank, near Christina creek. 

2» Aboat the jear 1640, the English began a plantation at 
Ekin^iirgfa, on its eastern bank. The Swedes, in concert with 
the Dutch who then possessed New- York, drove them out of the 
coiuKbcy. The fcNrmer built a fort on the qpot whence the £ng- 
li^ hftd been driven ; and, gaining thuus the command of the river, 
^|iinirii1 and exercised 'authority over all vessels that entered it, 
even those of the Dutch, their late associates. 

3. Tfaej continued in possession of the cpuntry, oa both sides 
•f the Delaware, until 1655, w&en%Peter Stujrvesant, governor 
of die New-Netherlands, having obtained assistance from Hol- 
hnd, conqp^red all their posts and transported most of the Swedes 
to £arope. The Dutdi were now in possession of the territory 
eoBoom^ngy at this time, the statiea of New-Jersey, New- Yoric, 
and i>elaware. 

4. Soon, however, }iua territory changed masters. ]{ing 
CSiaries the second^ having granted it to the duke of York, sent 
an armament, in 1664, to wrest it from the Dutch. After re- 
dndng New-York, tilie squadron proceeded to the settl^nents on 
the Delaware, whkh immediately submitted. In the same year, 
the duke cfmvejred that portion of his grant, lying between Hud- 
son and Delaware rivers, to lord Beikeley and sir Gecn^ Car- 
ter^ This tract was called New- Jersey, in compliment to sir 
Creorge, who had been governor of die island of Jersey, and had 
held it for king Charles in his contest with ihe parliament. 

5. The two proprietors formed a constitution for the colony, 
securing equal prii^eges and liberty of conscience to all, and ap- 

Sinted Philip Carteret governor. He came over in 1665, fixed 
i seat of government at £lizabethtown, purchased land of the 
Indians, and sent agents into New-England to invite settlers from 
that quarter. The terms offered were so favorable that many 
accepted the invitation. 

6^ A few years afterwards, the repose of the colony began to 
be disturbed by domestic dilutes. Some of the inhabitants, 
having purchased their lands of the Indians previous to the con- 
iwyance from the duke, refused to pay rent to the proprietm^. 
OdierB were discontented from different causes. In 1672, an 
iB^arrection todk place, the people assumed the government, and 
chose James Carteret, tl» son of Phaip. theur governor. The 
ftth^ returned to England, tmA obtainea from the proprietors 
sodi fiivorable coneeasions and promises as qi:deted the people, 
and induced them again to submit to his authority. 

7. |-<Mfd Bc^d^ disposed b( his jjnroperty, rights, and privi- 
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leges in the territory, to Edward Billinge ; and he, being involved 
in ^lebt) conseirted that they should be sdd for the benefit of his 
creditors* William Penn, Gawen Lowrie, and Nicholas I>u- 
cas, were appointed trustees for that purpose. In 1676^ the 
trustees and sir Creorge Carteret made partition of the territoiy, 
they taking the western and he the eastern portion. 

8. West Jersey was then divided into oi^ hundred diares, 
which were separatdy sold. Some of the purchasers emigrated 
to the country, and all made great exertions to promote its popu- 
lation. Possessing. the powers of government, as wdl aa the 
right of soH, they formed a constitution, in which, for the encou- 
ragement of emigrants, they secured to them ample privfleges* 

9« But pre^us to the transfer from Berkeley to BiUinge, tiie 
Dutch, being at war with England, reconquered the country^ and 
retained it, until 1674, when it was restored by treaty. A new 
patent was then granted to the duke, including the same t eniUwy 
as the former. In 1678, sir Edmund Andross, who had been 
i^ppointed his sole governor in America, claimed jurisdiction over 
the Jerseys, insisting that the conquest by the Dutch divested the 
proprietors of all tfa«ir rigl^ 

10. He forcibly seized, transported to New-Tork, and there • 
imprisoned those magistrates who refused to acknowledge his 
aumority. He impmed a duty upon aU goods imported, and 
^pon the property of all who came to setde m the country. Of 
this injustice the inhabitants loudly complained to the duke; and 
at length their repeated remonstrances constrained him to refer 
the matter to commissioners. 

' 1 L Before them the prc^rietors appeared. In strong language 
they asserted, and by strong arguments suppmled, their claim to 
the privileges of freemen. They represent, that the long had 
grained to the duke the ri^ of govenunent as well as the nAt 
of soil; that the duke had transferred the same ri^^ to Beikmy 
and Carteret, and they to the present proprietors. 

12. ^< That only," wey added, « could nave induced us to pur- 
chase lands and emigrate. And the reason is plain : to all pru- 
dent men, the government of any place is more inviting than the 
soil ; for what is good land without good laws ? What but an as- 
surance that we &ould enjoy civil and religious privileges, could 
have tempted us to leave a cultivated country and resort to a 
gloomy wUdemess ? What have we gained, if, aflter adventtuiag 
in this wilderness many thousands of pounds, we sore yet to be 
taxedatthemerewiU and pleasure of another? What is it bat 
to wy, that people, free by kw under tiieir pdnce at home, are 
at his mercy in his plantations abroad? 

13 " We humWy say, that we have lost none of our liberty Ipr 
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leaTini^ rur country ; that the duty imposed upon us is without 
precedent or parallel ; that, had we foreseen it, we should have 
preferred any other plantation in America. Besides, there is no 
limit to this power ; smce we are, by this precedent, taxed with- 
out any law, and thereby excluded from our English right of 
assenting to taxes ; what security have we of any ming we pos- 
sess ? We can 6all nothing our own, but are tenants at vrill, not 
only for the soil, but for our personal estates. Such conduct has 
deiroyed governments, but never raised one to any true great- 
ness.'* 

14. The commi^ioners adjudged the duties illegal and oppres- 
sive, and they were not afterwards demanded. Emigrants con- 
tinued to arrive and the country to prosper. In 1681, the gover- 
nor of West Jersey summoned a general assembly, by which 
several fundaments^ Iftws were enacted, establishing the rights of. 
the people, and defining the powers of rulers. 

15. In 1682, the territory of East Jersey passed from Carteret 
o William Penn, and twenty-three associates, mostly of the 
quaker persuasion. They appointed Robert Barclay, author of 
Aae ** Apology for the Quakers," governor over it for life. The 
multitude of proprietors, and the frequent trai^fers and subdi- 
visions of ^ares, introduced such con&sion in titles to land, and 
such uncertainty as to the rights of government, that, for twenty 
years afterwards, both Jerseys were in a state of cbntinued dis- 
turbance and disorder. In 1702, the proprietors, weary of 
contending with each other, and with the people, surrendered 
the right of government to the crown. Queen Anne reunited 
the two divisions, and appointed lord Combury govemcn: over 
the provinces of New-Jersey and New^oric. 

16. These provinces continued, for several years, to be itiled 
by the ^ame governor, but each chose a separate assembly. In 
1738, die inhabitants, by petition to the khig, desired that they 
m^ht, in future, have a separate governor. Their request was 
granted, Lewis Morris being the first that was appointed. 

17. In the same year, a college was founded at Princeton and 
called Nassau Hall. New-Jersey then contained above forty 
thousand inhabitants. Being remote from Canada, the source 
of most of the Indian wars which afflicted the northern colonies, 
k enjoyed a complete exemption from that terrible calamity, and 
until the commencement of the revolution, furnished no mate- 
rials for history. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



DELAWARE, 



THIS colony was first settled by a company of Swedes and 
Finns, under the patronage of king Gustavus Adolphus. They 
came over in 1627, and landing at cape Henjiopen, were so 
charmed with its appearance, that they gave it the name of Pa- 
I'adise Point' The country they callc i New Sweden, and the 
river Delaware, New Swedeland Stieam. They purchased of 
the Indians the lands on both sides of tliat river, from the sea to 
the falls, and seated themselves at the4D§uth of Christina creek, 
near Wilmington. 

2. Being fi'equently molested by the Dutch, who claimed a 
light to d^ countiy, they, for their protection, built forts at 
Christina, Lewistowii, and Tinicum. The last was their seat 
of government, and there John Prints, their governor, erected 
an degant mansion which he named Printz Hdl. 

a. In 1661, the Dutch built a fort at New-Castle. Prints, 
considering this place to be within the Swedish territories, for- 
mally protested against the proceeding. Risingh, his successor, 
made a visit, under the guise of friendship, to the commander of 
the fort, and, being accompanied by tliirty men, treacherously 
took possession of it, while enjoying his hospitality. 

4. Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch governor of Ne^v-York, was 
not <^a temper to permit an injury thus committed, to pass un- 
avenged. Accompanied by an armament, a part of which was 
furnished for the occasion by the city of Amsterdam, in Holland, 
be, in 1655, returned the visit of the Swedes. He first re- 
duced the fort at New-Castle ; then that at Christina creek, 
.where Risingh commanded ; and afterwards the others. Some 
of the Sw^es, on taking the oath of alle^ance to Holland, were 
permitted to renuun ; the rest were sent to £urq>e. 

5. The settlements on the Delaware continued under ^ba 
control of the Dutch, until 1664, when the New-Netherlands 
were conquered by the English. They were then considered 
as a part of New- York. In 1682, William Penn purchased of 
the duke of York, the town of New-Castle, and tlie countiy 
twelve miles around it ; and, by a subsequent purchase, obtain^ 
the la^ lying upon the Delaware, and between New-Castle and 

-^e Henlopen, These tracts, which constitute (he present 
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state of Delawai'C, were called the " Territories," and wercj for 
tweuty years, governed as a part of Pennsylvania. 

6. They were divided into three counties, New-Casde, Kent, 
and Sussex, each of which sent six delegates to the general as- 
sembly. In 1703, these delegates, dissatisfied wiUi the last 
charter which Penn had prepared, sind a majority of the assem- 
bly had adopted, seceded, and, liberty being given, formed a 
separate and distinct assembly. The two portions of the pro- 
vince were never afterwards united, but the proprietor continued 
to possess th^ same jurisdiction, and the same person uniformly 
acted as governor over both. 

7. Sheltered by the surrounding provinces, Delaware enjoyed 
an entire exeix^tion from wars, except those in which, as a part 
of the British empire, she was obliged to participate. In the 
war wkfa France, which terminated in 1763, she wzs second to 
none in active zeal to assist the parent state. In the revolution- 
aiy war, the Delaware regiment was conadered the most ef- 
fident in the continental army. 



CHAPTER IX. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 



WILLIAM PENN, the founder of Pennsylvania, was tlie 
son of Sir William Penn, an admiral in the British navy. In 
his youth, he joined the quakers, then an obscure and persecuted 
sect. While superintending the settiement of New-Jersey, he 
became acquainted with an extensive tract of fertile, unoc- 
cupied land Ijring between the territories of tiie duke of York 
and lord Baltimore. At his solicitation, and in recompense* 
for unrequited services which his father had rendered the nation, 
this tract was, in 1681, granted to him in full property, and by 
the king called Pennsylvania. 

2. Desu*ous of sellhkg his lands and founding a colony, he, in 
a public advertisement, described the country, and set forth the 
advantages which it offered to emigrants. Many persons, chief- 
ly quakers, were induced to purchase. The fee simple of the 
soil was sold at the rate of twenty pounds for every thousand 
acres ; and they who I'enteil land§, agreed to pay one penny 
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yearly per acre. Before the enugraots embarked, certain ^^ con 
ditions and concessions" we#e by them and the proprietmr agreed 
upon and subscribed. 

3. In the fall, three ships, carrying settlers, ssdled for Penn- 
sylvania. The pious and philanthropic proprietor sent a letter 
to the Indians, infonning Uiem that " the great €rod had been 
pleased to make him concerned in their part of the wortd, and 
that the king of the country where he lived, had given him a 
great province thereui ; but that he did not desire to enjoy it 
without their consent ; that he was a man of peac« ; and that 
the people whom he sent were of the same disposition ; and if 
any diiference should happen between them, it might be adjusted 
by an equal number of men chosen on both sides." The posi- 
tion selected by these emigrants for a settlement was above the 
confhiencie of tike Delaware and the Schuylkill. 

4. In April, 1682, Penn published a Frame of Govenimenty 
the chief object of which was declared to be "to support power 
in reverence with the people, and to secure the people from the 
abuse of power." He published also a Body of LawSy which 
had been examined and approved by the emigrants in England ; 

. and which, says an eminent historian, " does great honor to 
their wisdom as statesmen, to their morals as men, and to their 
spicilas colonists." From the duke of York, he obtauied the 
relinquishment of a tract of land, lying on the south side of the 
Dels^ware, a part of which was already settled, and in August, 
accompanied by about two thousand epaigrants, set sail for 
America, 

5. He landed first at New-Castle, which was a part of the 
" Territories," as the land conveyed to him by the duke was 
called. Upon this tract he found about three thousand Dutch, 
Swedes, and Finns. He proceeded to Chester, where he called 
an assembly on the fourth of December. This assembly an- 
nexed the Territories to the province, adopted the frame of Go- 
venmient, and eiuM^ted in form the Body of Laws. Penn also 
made a treaty with the Indians, from whom he purchased as 
much land as the circumstances of the colony required. He se- 
lected the site, and marked out the plan, of an extensive city, to 
M hich he ^ve the name of Philadelphia, or the city of love. 
Before the end of the year, it contained eighty houses and cot- 
tages. 

6. The settlement of none of the colonies commenced under 
such favorable auspices as that of Pennsylvania. The experi- 
ence of half a century had disclosed the evils to be avoided, and 
pointed out the course to be pursued. The Indians, havmg been 
already taught to fear the power of the whites, were the more 
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easij coneSialed by their kindness. The soil being fertile, the 
climate temperate, and the game abundant, the fmt emigrants 
escaped most of the calamities which afflicted the more nortben^ 
and sonthem provinces. The increase of population exceeded, 
of cmirse, all former example. 

7. In the new city, a second assembly was held in March, 
1683. At the request of the freemen and delegates, Penn gran- 
ted them a second charter, which diminished the number of the 
council and assembly, and was, in other respects, different from 
die first Some of the regulations, at that time adopted, bear the 
Impress of the proprietor's singular genius, and benevolent dis-* 
p<^ftion. 

8. It was ordained ^* that, to prevent lawsuits, Uiree arfoitra- 
1c»rB, to be odled peace makers, dbould be chosen by the county 
€<MiitB, to hear and determine small d^erencea between man and 
man : That (^dren should be taught some usefid trade, to the 
€Dd that none might be idle, that the poor might woric to live, 
and the rich if they should become poor : That factors, wronging 
ttieir employers, should make satisfaction and one third over : 
That every thing, which excites the people to rudeness, cruelty, 
and iireligion, should be discouraged and severely punished : 
That no one, acknowledging one God and living peaceably in 
society, should be molested for his opinions or his practice, or 
compeUed to frequent or maintain any ministry whatever." 

9. These judicious regulations attracted numerous emigrants ; 
aod to their salivary infkience must be attributed the qualities of 
diligence, order, and economy for which the Pennsylvanians are 
80 justiy celebrated. Within four years from the date of the 
grant to Penn, the province contained twenty settlements, and 
Philadelphia two thousand inhabitants. 

10. In 1684, the proprietor returned to England. He left 
bis province in profound tranquillity, under the administration 
of five commissioners chosen nrom the council. The unfortu** 
nate James the second soon after ascended the throne. << As 
he has," said Penn, " been my fiiend, and my father's friend, I 
feel bound in justice to be a fiiend to him*" He adhered to 
him whfle seated on the throne, and for two years after he was 
expelled from his kingdom, the govwnment of the province was 
lulministered in his name. 

11. By this di^lay of attachment to the exiled monarch, he 
bcurred the displeasure of king WOliam. On vague suspicion, 
tmd unfounded charges, he was four times imprisoned. The 
government of his colony was taken, from him, and given to Col. 
Fletcher, the governor of New-York. But by the severest 
scrutiny, ^ was rendered apparent, that he had, in all his con- 
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duct, been actuated ad much by the love of his country as Ijy 
personal gratitude. He regained the good opinion of kiE&g^ 
William ; and, bemg permitted to resume and exercise his ri^itSy 
appointed Williai^ Markham to be his deputy governor. 

12. In 1699, he again visited Pennsylvaxiia, and found iHtk^ 
people discontented. They complained that his powers ai^d 
their rights were not defined with sufficient precision, and de- 
manded a new charter. In 1701, he prepared and presented 
one to the assembly, which was accept^. It gave to the as- 
sembly the right of originating bills, which, by the previous 
charters, was the right of the governor alone, and ^f amending 
or rejecting those which might be laid before them. To the go* 
vemor it gave the right of rejecting bills passied by the assem- 
bly, of appointing his own council, and of exercising the whole 
executive power. The Territories, now the state of Delawave, 
refusing to accept the new charter, separated from Pennsylvania,, 
and were allowed a distinct assembly. The same governor, 
however, presided over both. 

13. Immediately after his third charter was accepted. Peon 
returned to England, and the executive authority was afterwards 
adnunistered by deputy governors af^inted hj the proprietor. 
The people incessantly mummred am complained ; but the un- 
interrupted and unparalleled prosperity of the colony demon- 
stnites, that but slight causes of complaint existed. That which 
produced the greatest and most constant irritation was the re- 
fusal, by the d^uty governors, to assent to any law imposdng 
taxes on the lands of the proprietors, although the sum raised 
was to be expended for the benefit of the whole province. This 
unwise, and indeed unjust, claim of exemption, occasioned gTeat* 
er disgust than injury, and embittered all the enjoyments of the 
inhabitants. 

14. But these dissentions did not, in the least, retard ihe pros- 
perity of the colony. Nor did any other cause, having that ten- 
dency, exisli The upright conduct of Penn, in his intercourse 
^th the Indians, was imitated by those who came after him ; 
and, for seventy years, uninterrupted harmony existed between 
them and the whites. In the early part of the revolutionary 
war, the people adopted a new constitution, by which the pro- 
prietor Mras excluded from all ^are in the government. He 
was offered, and finally accepted, the sum of 570,000 dollars, in 
discharge of all quit-rents due from the inhabitants. 
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CHAPTER X. 



MARYLAND. 



DURING the reign of James the first, the laws against 
Roman Catholics were severe and the popular hatred was inve- 
terate. Lord Baltimore, a distinguished member of that sect, 
resolved, in consequence, to remove from £ngland to Virginia, 
bdieving that he nd|^t there enjoj his religious opinions, with- 
out violating the lavra^or incurring reproach. But the people 
among whom he came to reside, were almost as intolerant as 
those he had left, and he soon fcmnd it necessaiy to seek some 
other asylum. 

2. Having ascertained that the territory on both sides of 
Chesapeake bay, was inhabited only by the natives, he conceived 
the project of planting there a colony for himself, and for aU 
ndio might wish to retire from religious persecution. He ex- 
phnred the country, returned to England, obtamed the assent of 
king Charies the first to a grant of territory, but died before the 
requisite formalities were completed. 

3. Cecil, his eldest son, and heir to his estate and title, ob- 
tained for himself the grant intended for his father. To the 
new colony the name of MarylaiHl was given, in honor of 
Henrietta Maria, the royal consort of Clmries. The land con- 
veyed being within the boundaries of Virginia, the planters in 
that province remonstrated against the grant. The king refusing 
to rescind it, lord Baltimore made preparations to commence 
a settlement. He appointed his brother, Leonard Calvert, 
governor ; who, near the close of the year 1633, sailed for 
America, accompanied by about two hundred emigrants, mostly 
Roman Catholics. 

4. They arrived in February, 1634, at the mouth of the river 
Potomac. At a conference with the Indians who dwelt eh the 
thone, they purchased Yoamaco, a considerable village, the site 
of which St. Mary's now Occupies. By this measure, wise as 
well as just, the rightful proprietors of the soil were satisfied, 
convenient habitations and some cultivated land were obtained, 
and the first settlers were of course exempted from the miseries 
of famine, and from the diseases which it produces. 

6. Other circumstances favored the rapid population of the 
ixAonj. The charter granted more ample privil^es than had 



88 MARYLAND. 

ever been conceded to a subject ; the country was inviting ;. tbe 
natives were friendly; from the south churchmen drove puritans, 
from the north puritans drove churchmen, into her borders, 
where aU were freely received, protected, and cherished. 

6. The charter granted to the inhabitants the privilege of 
passing laws either by themselves or representatives, without, 
reserving to the crown, as had been done in all previouo chartersy^ 
the right to reject the laws so passed. At first, when the freemen 
were few in numbear, each att^ided in person, or authorized 
some other freeman, who chose to attend, to vote and act in Lis 
stead. The increase of population soon rendered it necessary to 
adopt a different mode of legislation. In 1639, an act was 
passed, constituting a '^ house of assembly," to be composed of 
such as should be chosen by the people, of such as should be 
summoned or appointed by the proprietor, and of the governor 
and secretary. These were to sit together, and the laws which 
they should enact were to possess the same validity, as though 
the proprietors and all the people had concurred in enacting- 
them. 

7. In 1650, a second alteration was made. The legislative 
body was divided into two branches, the delegates chosen by the 
people constituting the lower house, and the persons- summoned 
by the proprietors, the upper house. It ought to be stated, for 
the honor of lord Baltimore and his associates, that, while the 
catholics retained the ascendency in the province, the assembly 
passed no law abridging the liberty of conscience. 

8. But this colony, as well as all the others, in the esriy 
period of their existence, was afflicted with intestine troubles. 
They were principally caused by one WUliam Claybon»e» 
While a member of the Yii^nia council he had obtained a 
license from the king, to traffic in those parts of America where 
no other person enjoyed the exclusive right of trade. Under 
this license, he had made a small settlement on the island oi' 
Kent, and, when the grant was made to Lord Baltimore, refused 
to submit to his authority. He persuaded the natives that the 
<' new comers" were Spaniards, and enemies to the Yii^inians. 
An Iddian war was the consequence, which continued several 
years, and was productive of considerable distress. 

9. Glaybome was indicted and convicted of murder, piracy, 
and sedition ; and fleeing from justice, his estate was confiscated. 
He applied to the king for redress, but after a full hearing, was 
dismissed without obtaining any Older m his favor. When the 
civil war, between the king and parliament, began, he embraced 
ttie cause of the latter, returned to Maiyland, and, by his intrigues 
xomented, m 1646, a rebcUion agauist its rulers, who were at^ 
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Cached to tbe royal cause. Calvert, the governor, was com 
to fly to Yh^ia, and the insurgents seized the reins of g< 
ment. The next year, however, tl^ revolt was suppress^ 
tranquillity restored. 

10. ButaA;erthe parliament had triumphed over the 
they appointed commissioners for '' reduciiy^ and govemii 
colonies within the bay of Chessqpeake." Among thes< 
Claybome, the evil g^iius of Maryland. The proprietor 
septing to acknowledge the authority of parliament, was pi 
ted to retain his station, but was unable to preserve tranqi 
The distractions of England, finding their way into the c< 
occasioned a civil war, which ended in the discomfiture < 
^governor and Roman Catholics. 

11. The next asseml)ly, which was entirely under tl 
flaence of the victmoos party, ordained that persons prof 
tne Cathdic religion should not be considered within the p: 
tion of the laws. Thus were they ungratefidly persecuti 
men whom they had taken to their bosom, and in a colony ^ 
they had founded. Laws unfavorable to the quakers were 
enacted, and here, as in England, the upper house was vo 
be useless. At the restoraUon, in 1660, Philip Calvert ws 
pointed governor, and the ancient order of thinss rest 
The colony then contained about twelve thousand iunabitan 

12. In 1676, died Cecil, Lord Baltimore, the father c 
province. For more than fbrty years, he had directed its s 
as proprietor, and displayed, in all his conduct, a bene 
heart and enlightened understanding. Although he lived 
age of bigotry, he was liberal in his opinions ; and for a 
exertions to contribute to the happiness of his fellow bein^ 
desired no reward but their gratitude. This reward he rec< 
The records of the Maryland assembly contain firequent n: 
rials of the respect and affection of the people. He was 
ceeded, as proprietor, by his eldest son, Charles, who ha 
several years, been governor of the colony, and displayc 
same amiable qualities which had rendered his father resp 
and beloved. 

13. In the year 1689, the epoch of the revolution in Eng 
the repose of Maryland was again disturbed. A rumor ws 
fully circulated, that the Catholics had leagued with the In 
to destroy all the Protestants in the provmce. An armed 
ciation was immediately fbrmed, for the defence of the Proti 
religion, and for asserting the rights of king William and < 
Mary. The magistrates attempted to oppose by force this 
Ciation ; but, meetmg with few supporters, were compell 
abdicate the government 
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14. King William directed those who had assomad the au* 
preme authority to exercise it in fab name ; and for twenty- 
seven years the crown retained the entire control of the province* 
In 1716, the proprietor was restored to his rights ; and he and 
his descendants continued to enjoy them untU the commence- 
ment of the revolution. The people then assumed the govern- 
ment, adopted a conyitution, and refused to admit the claims of 
lord JBaltimore to jurisdiction or property* 



CHAPTER XI. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



IN 1630, Chaiies the 6jn9t granted to sir Robert Heath all 
the territory between the 30& and 36th degrees of north latitude, 
and extending from the Atlantic ocean to the South sea, by the< 
name of Carolina. * Und^ this.grant, no settlement was made.^ 
Between 1640 and 1650, persons suffering from religious into-*, 
lerance in Virginia, fled beyond hef limits, and, without license 
from any source, occupied that portion of North Carolina, north 
of Albeniarle sound. They found the winters mild and die soil 
fertile. As their cattle and swine procured their own support 
in the woods and multiplied fast, they were enabled, with little 
labor, to live in the enjoyment of abundance. Their number 
was annually augmented ; they acknowledged no superior upon 
earth, and obeyed no laws but those of God and nature. 

2. In 1661, another settlement was made, near the moulh of 
Clarendon river, by adventurers from Massachusetts. The land 
being sterile and the Indians hostile, they, in 1663, abandoned it. 
Immediately aflerwards, their place was supphed ,by emigrants 
from Barbadoes, who invested Sir John Teomans with the au- 
thority of governor. 

3. Sur Robert Heath having neglected to comply with the 
conditions of his pat^it, the Idng, in 1663, granted the same 
territory to Lord Clarendon and seven others, and invested them 
with ample powers of government over those who should iiAabit 
* n T° cacwurage emigration, they gave public as^rauces, that 
au who might remove to thew territory, should enjoy unrestiict- 

wiigious ia>erty, and be governed by a free assembly. The 



NORTH CAROLINA. 91 

^eiders on Albemaiie sound were, on certain conditions, allowed 
to retain their lands. A government over them was organized, 
at the head of which a Mr. Drummond was placed. With the 
regulations imposed, they were dissatisfied, and revolted ; but 
their grievances were redressed, and, in 1668, they returned to 
their duty. 

4. At the request of the. proprietors^ the celebrated John 
Locke, whose political writings v^ere then much read and ad- 
mired, prepared for the colony a constitution of gpvernment. It 
provided that a chief officer, to be called the palatine and to hold 
his office during life, should be elected from among the proprie- 
tors ; that a hereditary nobility,, to be called landgraves and 
cazic|ues, should be created ; and that, once in two years, re- 
presentatives should be chosen by the freeholders. All these, 
w^ the proprietors pr their d^uties, were to meet in one as- 
sembly, which was to be called me parliament, and over which 
the pdatine was to preside. The parliament could^ deliberate 
«nd decide onlj^ upon such propositions as should' be laid before 
it by a grand council composed of the palatine, nobility, and 
^deputies of the proprietors. 

5. This constitution, however wise it might seem to £nglish 
politicians, was no^ adapted to the sentiments and habits of the 
peo[de for whom it was prepared. Its aristocratic features dis- v 
ples^sed them. The measures adopted to introduce and enforce 
it, produced, in connexion with other causes, an insurrection, in 
^ progress of which the palatine, and the d^uties were seized 
and imprisoned. Application viras made to Virginia for assist- 
ance in restoring order ; but the fear of punishment induced the 
insurgents to 8i£mit, before an armed force could be arrayed 
against them* 

6. In 1670, William Sayle, under the direction of the pro- 
prietors, made a s^lement at Port Royal, within the Iknits of 
South Carolina. The next year, dissatisfied with this station, 
he removed his colony northward, to a neck of land between 
Ashley and Cooper rivers, where he laid out a town, which, in 
honor of the king then reigmng, he called Charleston. Dying 
soon after. Sir John Yeomans, who bad, for several years, been 
governor at Clarendon, was appointed to succeed him. This 
neir settlement attracted at first many inhabitants from that at 
Clarendon, and at length entirely exhausted it Being remote 
from Albemarle, the proprietors established a separate govern- 
ment over it, and hence arose the distinctive appellations of 

•North and Sov^kb Carolina. 

7. The proMierity of the northern colony was retarded by 
domestic dwsentions. To allay them, Sfsth Sothel, one of f^- 
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proprietors, was appointed chief magistrate. His conduct, far 
from restoring quiet afid contentment, increased the disorders 
which had before prevailed. He is represented as the most 
corrupt and rapacious of colonial governors. He plundered the 
innocent and received hribes from felons. For six years, the 
inhabitants endured his injustice and oppression. They then 
seized him, with a view of sending him to England for trkd. At 
his request, he was detained and tried by the assembly, who ba- 
nished him from the colony. 

8. His successor was Philip Ludwell, of Yir^nia, and to him 
succeeded John Archdale, who was a quaker and one of the 
proprietors. Both were popular governors; under their ad- 
ministration, the colony prospered and the people were happy% 
In 1693, at the request of tiie Carolinians, the constitution of 
Locke was abrogated by the proprietors, and each colony was 
afterwards ruled by a governor, council, and house of represen- 
tatives. I 

9. In 1707, a company of French protestants arrived and 
seated themselves on the river Trent, a branch of the Nei^e. 
in 1710, a large number of Padatines, fleeing from religious 
persecution in Germany, sought refuge in the same part of the 
province. To each of these, tiie proprietors»granted one hundred 
acres of land. They lived happy, for a few years, in the enjoy- 
ment of liberty of conscience, and in the prospect of competence 
and ease. 

10. But suddenly a terrible calamity fell upon them% The 
Tuscarora and Coree Indians, smarting under recent injuries, 
and dreading total extinction from the encroachment of these 
strangers, plotted, with characteristic secrecy, their entire de- 
stniction. Sending their families to one of tiieir fortified towns, 
twelve hundred bowmen sallied forth, and, in the same night, 
attacked, m separate parties, the nearest settiements of the Pa- 
latines. Men, women, and children were indiscriminately but- 
chered. The savages, with the swiftness and ferocity of 
wolves, i'an from village to village. Before them, was the 
repose of innocence ; behind, the sleep of deatii. A few, es- 
caping, adarmed the settiements more remote, and hastened to 
South Carolina for assistance. 

11. Governor Craven immediately despatched, to the aid of the 
sister colony, nearly a thousand men, under the command of 
Colonel Barnwell. After a fatiguing march through a hideous 
^demess, they met the enemy, attacked, defeated, and pursued 
them to their fortified town, which was immediately besieged. In 
a few dgrs, peace, at tiieir soHcitation, was concluded, and 

olonel Barnwell returned to South Carolina. 
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12. The peace was short, and upon the recommencement of 
hostilities, assistance was again solicited from the southern colony. 
Colonel James Moore, an active young ofl5cer, was immediately 
despatched, with forty white men and eight hundred friendly 
Indians. He found ti)e enemy in a fort near Cotechny river. 
After a siege, which continued more than a week, the fort was 
taken and eight hundred Indians made prisoners. The Tusca- 
roras, disheartened by this defeat, migrated, in 1713, to the north, 
and joined the celebrated confederacy, denominated the Five 
Nations. The others sued for peace, and afterwards continued 
friendly. 

13. Until 1729,thetwo Carolinas, though distinctibr manypur- 
poses,remained under the supeHntendence and control of the same 
proprietors. Neither had been prosperous ; and the interests of 
the governors and governed being apparently adverse to each 
other, the latter be<;ame discontented and refractory. They 
complained to the king, t^ho directed inquiry to be made in his 
courts. The charter which he had granted was declared for- 
feited, and over each colony, royal governments, entirely imcon- 
uectSd with each o^er, were established. 

i4. Soon after this event, the soil in the interior of North 
Carolina was found to be superior in fertility to that on the sea- 
coast. The settlements, consequently, advanced rapidly into the 
wilderness. From the northern colonies, particularly Pennsyl- 
vania, multitudes were allured to this region by the mildness of 
the climate, and by the facility of obtaining in abundance all the 
necessaries of life. At peace with the Indians, and fortunate 
in her governors, the colony continued to prosper until the com- 
mencement of the troubles which proceeded the revolution. 



CHAPTER XU. 



SOUTH CAROLINA 



THIS colony, and that of North Carolma, were,as has already 
been stated, included in the same charter. In 1670, govemoi 
Sayle made, at Port Royal, the first permanent settlement within 
its limits. The next year, he founded Old Charleston, on the 
banks of the river Ashley. In 1684, all the freemen, meeting 
at this place, elected representatives to sit in the colonial parlia« 
ment, according to the provisions of the constitution prepared by 
Mr. Locke. 

2. Several circumstances contributed to promote the settle- 
ment of this colony. The conquest of New- York induced many 
of the Dutch to resort to it. From England, puritans came to 
avoid the profanity and licentiousness which disgraced the coort 
of Charles the second ; and cavaliers, to retrieve their fortunes, 
exhausted by the civil wars. The arbitrary measures of Louis 
XIY, drove many French protestants into exile, some of whom 
crossed the Atlantic and settled in Carolina. Many of these 
exiles were rich ; all were industrious, and by their exemplary 
demeanor gained the good will of the proprietors. 

3. The situation of Charleston being found inconvenient, the 
inhabitants, in 1680, removed to Oyster Point, where a new 
city was laid out, to which the name of the other was given. In 
the same year, commenced a war with the Westoes, a powerful 
tribe of Indians, which threatened great injury to the colony. 
Peace, however, was soon restpred. In 1690, Seth Sothel, one 
of the proprietors, having, for corrupt conduct, been driven from 
North Carolina, appeared suddenly at Charieston, and, aided by 
a powerful faction, assumed the reins of government. Two 
years afterwards he was removed from office. 

4. The proprietors, having observed the good conduct of the 
French protestants, directed the governor to permit them to elect 
representatives, a privilege which they had never yet exercised. 
The EngUsh Episcopalians, unwilling that any of their heredi- 
tary enemies, who did not belong to their church, should be 
associated with themi^elves in the en]03rment of the rights of 
freemen, were exasperated, and opposed the concession with 
great clamor and zeal. They even went farther. Warmed by 
opposition, they proposed to enforce, with respect to them, the 
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faws of England against foreigners, insisting that thej could not 
legally possess real estate in tiie colony. They also declared 
ti^ ikeir marriages, being solemnized by French ministers, 
were void, and that the children could not inherit 'the property 
of their fathers. By the display of a spirit so illiberal and 
unchristian, these strangers were alarmed and discouraged. 
They knew not for whom they labored. But, countenanced by • 
the governor, they remained in the colony, and, for the present, 
withdrew their claim to the right of suffrage. 

6. Yet the ferment did not subside on the removal of the 
cause which produced it Such was the general turbulence and 
disprder, the people complaining of their rulers and quarrelling 
among themselves, that, in 1695, John Archdale was sent over, 
as governor of both Carolinas, and invested with full power to 
redress all grievances. He succeeded in restoring order, but 
found the antipathy against the unfortunate exiles too great to be 
encountered, with any hope of success, until softened by time and 
their amiable deportment These produced the effects which }xe 
anticipated. In a few years, the French protestants were ad- 
mitted, by the general assembly, to all the rights of citizens and 
freemen. 

6. Although the proprietors, by the regulations which were 
in force before the constitution of Locke was adopted, and 
which were restored upon its abrogation, had stipulated, that 
liberty of conscience should be universally enjoyed ; yet one of 
them, Lord Granville, a bigoted churchman, and James Moore, 
the governor, resolved to effect, if possible, the establishment, 
in the colony, of the Episcopal religion. They knew that a 
majority of the people were dissenters, and that by art .and in-* 
trigue only, could dieir de^gn be accomplished. The governor, 
who was avaricious and venal, became the tool of Granville. He 
interfered in the elections, and, by bribing the voters, succeeded 
in procuring a majority in the assembly who would be subservient 
to his wishes. 

7. A law was passed, establishing the episcopal religion, and 
excluding dissenters from a seat in the assembly. It was laid 
before j£e proprietors, without whose sanction it could not 
possess permanent validity. Archdale, who had returned to 
England, opposed it with ability and spirit He insisted that 
gocS faiUi, policy, interest, even piety, concurred to dictate its 
rejection. But Lord Granville declared himself m favor oLit,, 
and it received confirmation. 'W9^' 

8. The dissenters saw themselves at once deprived of t"w^ 
privileges for which they had abandoned their native countf5|i^!^ 

. and encountered tlie dangers and hardships of the ocean and 
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wilderness. Some prepared to leave the colony and settle in 
Pennsylvania. Others proposed that a remonstrance against the 
law should first be presented to the house of lords, and this 
measui^ was adopted. The lords expressed, by a vote, thefar 
disapprobation of the law, and upon their solicitation, queen 
Anne declared it void. Soon after, Lord Granville died, and the 
colony, controlled by more liberal councils, again enjoyed the 
blessii^ of domestic quiet 

9. In 1702, war then existing between England and Spain, 
governor Moore, thirsting for Spanish plunder, led an expedition 
against St. Augustine. It was badly planned, worse executed, 
and failed. Retumiilg from defeat abroad, he met, at home, the 
reproaches of his people. To silence these, he marched, at the 
head of a body of troops, against the Apalachian Indians, who 
had become insolent and hostile. In this expedition he was 
successful, taking many prisoners, and laying thtAr towns in 
ashes. By his victories over the savages, he retHeved his 
character; and, by selling the prisoners as ^vesy obtained, 
what he most coveted, considerable personal emolument 

10. In 1706, the Spaniards, frmn Florida, invaded CaroBna 
The governor, Nathaniel Johnson, having received intimation 
of their approach, erected fortifications and made arrai^ements 
to obtain, on short warning, the assistance of the militia. When 
the enemy's fleet appeared before Charleston, the w^hole strength 
of the colony was summoned to defend it. A force so formidahle 
ensured its safety. After burning a few detached buildings, the 
enemy retired without inflicting other injury. One of tiieir 
ships, having ninety men on board, was captured by the Caroli- 
nians. 

11. In 1715, after several years of profound peace, an Indian 
war broke out. All the ti-ibes, from Florida to cape Fear, had 
been long engaged in a conspiracy to extirpate the whites. In 
the momhig of the 15th of April, the first blow was struck. At 
Pocataligo, and the settlements around Port Royal, ninety per- 
sons were massacred. The inhabitants of lie latter place 
escaped, by embarking precipitately on board a vessel, which was 
then in the haAor, and sailing directly to Charleston. 

12. This massacre was perpetrated by the southern Indian&r 
The northern, at the same time, attacked the settlements near 
them. Many of the inhabitants were killed, and many fled to 
Charleston. At a plantation on Goose creek, seventy wliites and 
forty faithful negroes, being protected by a breast work, de* 
termined to maintain their post On the firet attack, theh- 
^ourage foiled, and they agreed to surrender. The instant they 
were m the power of the enemy, all were barbarously murdered. 
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13. Gmemgr Cnsven, at ^ head of twelve hundred meii) 
roarcbed against the savages. He discovered in the wilderness 
several small parties, who fled before him. At Saltcatchers, he 
found them sill assembled, and there an i^istinate and bloody 
battle was fought. The whites were victorious, driving the 
enemj before them, and cmnip^ii^them to leave the province. 
Most of them fled to Florida, where they were receivc^i, in the 
most friendly manner, by the Spaniards. 

14. In this sh(»t war, four huikbred whites were killed, pro- 
perty of great value destroyed, and a large ddbt contracted. 
The prq[»ietors though earnestly solicited, refused to aflbrd any 
relief or to pay any pcnrtion of the debt. The assembly de*- 
termhied tor^nunerate the colony, by disposing of the land firom 
which the Indians had been driven* The terms offered were so 
favorable, that five huadred Irishman inunediately came over, 
and planted Uiosisdves on the fi*ontiers. 

15. The pi^oprietors, refusing to sanction the proceedings of 
the assembly, deprived these ^nigrants of their lands. Some, 
reduced to extreme poverty, perished from want, others resorted 
to the north^n coloiiies. A strong barrier between the old 
settlements and the savages, was thus ranoved, and the country 
again exposed ta their incursions. The people w^re exasperated, 
andJon^d for a change of masters. 

16. The corrupt and o^^ressive conduct of Trott, the chief- 
JQStice, and'Rhett, the receiver-general, increased the discontent. 
Of the former, flie governor and council complained to the pro- 
priet(»rs, and solicited his recalL Instead of removing him, 
they thanked him for his services, and removed the governor 
and council. With the governor next appointed, though a man 
generally beloved, the assembly refused to have any concern or 
intercourse. They drew up articles of impeachment against 
Trott, accusing him of corruption and gross misconduct, and 
sent an agent to England, to maintain their accusation before the 
proprietors. He was nevertheless continued in office. 

17. The patience of the people was exhausted, and they 
waited only for a favorable opportunity to throw off their oppres. 
sive. yoke. In 1719, at a general review of the militia at 
Charleston, occasioned by a threatened invasion of the colony, 
from Florida, the officers and soldiers bound themselves, by a 
Bolemn compact, to support each other in resisting the t}Tanny 
of the proprietors ; and the assembly, which was then in session, 
requested the governor, by a respectful address, to consent to 
administer the government in the name df the kin^o;. 

18. He refused, and, by proclamation, dissolved the assembly. 
The membei-s immediately met as a ronveatinn, auH elected - 
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colonel James Moore their goremor. He was a bold maa, and 
exceedingly well qualified for a popular leader, in a turbulent 
season. He accepted the appointment, and, assisted by the 
convention, and supported bj the people, administered the affairs 
of the colony. 

19. The conduct of the^prcmrietors and people was brought 
before his majesty in council. After a full hearing, it w^s deci- 
ded, that b9th colonies should be taken under the protection of 
the crown. Several years afterwards, seven of the proprietors 
sold to the king their clahn to the soO and rents, and all assigned 
to him their i^ght of jurisdiction. The government was 8id>se- 
queiitly administered by executive officers, appourted by the 
crown, and by assemblies, chosen by the people, and Under their 
control the colony prospered. . 

20. In 1738, occurred an alarming insurrection of the negroes. 
A number of them assembled at Stono, surprised and killed two 
men who had chaise of a ware-house, from which they took 
guns and ammunition. They then chose a captain, and, with 
drums beating and colors flying, mia*ched southwestward. They 
burned every house on their way, killed all the whites they could 
find, and compelled other negroes to join them. 

21. Governor Bull, who was returning to Charleston, firom 
the southward, accidentally met them, hastened out of their way, 
and spre^^i an alarm. The news soon reached Wikown, where, 
fortunately, a large congregation were attending divine service. 
The men naving, according to a law of the province, brought 
their arms to the place of worship, marched instantly in quest of 
the negroes, who, by this time, had become formidable, and 
spread terror and desolation around them. 

22. While, in an open field, they were carou^g and dancing, 
with frantic exultation at their late success, they were suddenly 
attacked by the whites. Some were killed, the remainder fled. 
Most of the fiigitives were taken and tried. They< who had 
been compelled to join the conspurators, were pardoned'; but aU 
the leaders and first insurgents suffered death. About twenty 
whites ^ere murdered. 

23. From this period until the era of the revolution, no im- 
portant event occurred in the colony. It was sometimes distres- 
sed by Indian wars ; but the number of inhabitants and the 
gleans of subsistence and comfort, were constantly increasing. 
Emigrants came principally from the northern colonies ; but often 
large bodies of protestants arrived from Europe ; in one year, 
^'752, the number who came exceeded slsie^n handred. 
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CHAPTER till. 



GEORGIA. 



UPON the southern part of the territory included in tlie 
Carolina charter, no settlement was made, until several years 
aft^r that charter was forfeited. In June 1732, several bene- 
volent gentlemen, in England, concerted a project for planting 
a colony in that unoccupied region. Their principal object was 
to relieve^ by transporting thither, the indigent subjects of Great 
Britain ; but their plan of ^nevolence embraced also the perse^ 
ctited protestants of all nations. 

^. To a project springing from motives so noble and disin* 
terested, the people and £he government extended their encou- 
ragement and patronage. A patent was granted by the king, 
conveying to twenty o-one trustees the territory now constituting 
the state of Georgia, which was to be apportioned gratuitously 
among the settlers^ and liberal donations were made by the 
charitable, to defray the enpense of transporting them across the 
Atlantic, and of providing for their support the first season. 

3. The concerns of the colony were managed by the trustees, 
who freely devoted much of dieir time to the undertaking. 
Among other regulations, they provided, that the lands should 
not be sold nor devised by the owners, but should descend to the 
male children only ; they forbade the use of rum in the colony^ 
and strictly prohibited the importation of negroes. But none of 
these regulations remained long in forc^. 

4. In November, 1732, one hundred and thirteen emigrants 
embarked for Greorgia, at the head of whom the trustees had 
placed James Oglethorpe, a zealous and active promoter of this 
scheme of benevolence. In January, they arrived at Ghaif eston ; 
and the Carolinians, sensible of the advantage of having a barrier 
between them and the southern Indians, gave the adventurers a 
cordial welcome. They supplied them with provisions, and with 
bmits to convey them to the place of their destination. Tama- 
craw bluff, since called Savannah, was selected as the most 
eli^ble place for a settlement 

5. The next year, five or six hundred poor persons arrived, 
and to each a portion of the wUdemess was assigned. But it 
was soon found that these emigrants, who were the refiise of 
cities, had been rendered poor by idleness, and irresolute ^^ 
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poverty, were not fitted to fell the mighty groves of Georgia. 
A race more hardy and enterprising, was necessary. The 
trustees, therefore, offered to receive, also, such as had not, by 
persecution or poverty, been rendered objects of compassion 
and to grant to all, who should settle in the colony, fifly acres o\ 
land. In consequence of dus offsr, more thaii four hundred per- 
soiis, from Grermany, Scotland, and Switzeriand, arrived in the 
year 1735. The Germans settled at Ebenezer, the Scotch at 
J^ew-Invemess, now Darien. 

6. In 1736, John Wesley, a celebrated methodist, made a 
visit to Georgia, for the purpose of preaching to the colonists, 
and ccmvertii^ the Indians. Among tlie former, he made sdme 
proselytes, but more enemies. He was accused of div^ting the 
people from labor, of fomenting divisions, of claiming and ex- 
ercising high and unwarranted ecclesiastical authority. His con- 
duct towards the niece of one of the principal settlers was highly 
resented by her friends. Thirteen * adictm ents, for alleged offences, 
were found against him ; but before the time of trial, he returned 
to England, and there, for many years, pursued a successful and 
distingui^ed career of piety and usefulness. 

7. Two years afterwards, Geoi^e Whitefield, anotbar and 
ttlore cei^rated methodist, surrived in the colony. He had al- 
ready made himself conspicuous in England, by his numerous 
eccentricities, his ardent piety, his extraordinary eloquence, his 
zeal and activity in propagating his opinions. He came to 
Georgia for the benevolent {mrpose of establishing an orphaa 
bouse, where poor children might be fed, x;lothed, and educated 
m the knowledge of Christianity. In prosecution of this purpose, 
he often crossed the Atlantic, and traversed Great Britain and 
America, soliciting aid from tiie pious and charitable. Wherever 
he went, he preached, with shicerity and fervor, his peculiar 
doctrines, making proselytes of most who heard him, and found- 
ing a sect which has since become numerous and respectsdile. 
Hjs orphai^ house, during his life, did not flourish, and after his 
death, was enllrely abandoned. 

8. In 1740, the trustees rendered an account of their ad- 
ministrationu .At that time, two thousand four hundred and 
ninety-ei^t emigrants^ had arrived in the colony. Of these, 
fifteen hundred and twenty-one were indigent Englishmen, or 
persecuted protestants. The benefactions, from government 
and firom individuals, had been nearly half a million of dollars ; 
and it was computed that, for eveiy person transported and 
wiaintained by the trustees, more than three hundred dollars had 
ween emended. 

The hope which the trustees had cherished, that the colony, 
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planted at such vast eiq>enae, wjook} be: pro^toii^-jiildibe ob- 
jects of thdr benevolence hsuSpj, w6fe cdmpletely disappointed. 
Such was the character of the greater part of the settlers, and 
siH^h the restrictions imposed, that the plantations languished 
and ccmtinued to require the contributions of the charitable. 

10. War havinff been declared against Spain, Mr. Oglethorpe 
was promoted to me rank of general in the British army^ and at 
the head of tvro thousand men, partly from Virginia and the 
Carolinas, undertook an expedition against Florida. He took 
tiro Spanish forts and besieged St. Augustine; but encountering 
an ob^ttnate resistance, was compelldl to return unsuccessful to 
Geor^. 

II4 Two years afterwards the Spaniards, in retail ^on, pre- 
pared to invade Georgia ; and they intended, if successful ^ere, 
to subjugate the Carolinas and Yirffinia. On receiving infor- 
mation of their approach, general O^ethorpe solicited asristance 
from South Carouna. But the inhs^itants of that colony, enter- 
taining a strong prejudice agamst him, in consequence of his 
late defeat, and terrified by the danger which threatened them- 
selves, determined to provide only for their own safety. 

12. Meanwhile general Oglethorpe made preparations for a 
vigorous defence. He assembled seven hundred men exclusive 
of a body of Indians, fixed his head quarters at Frederica, on 
the island of St Simon, and with this small band, determined to 
encounter whatever force might be brought against lum. It was 
his utmost hope that he might be able to resist the enemy until 
a reinforcement should 'arrive from Carolina, which he daily 
and anxiously expected. 

13. On the last of June, the Spanish fleet, consisting of thirty- 
two sail, and having on board more than three thousand men, 
came to anchor off St. Simon's bar. Notwithstanding all the 
resistance which general Oglethorpe could oppose, they sailed 
up the river Alatamaha, landed upon the island, and there erected 
fortifications. 

14. General Oglethorpe, convinced that his small force, if 
divided, must be entirely inefficient, assembled the whole of it 
at Frederica. One portion he enmloyed in strengthening his 
fortifications; the Hiddanders and Indians, ranging nidit and 
day through the woo£, often attacked the out-posts of me ene- 
my. The toil of the troops was incessant; and the long delay 
of the expected succors, so cruelly withheld by South Carolina, 
caused the most gloomy and depressing apprehensions. 

15. Learning that the Spanish army occupied two distinct 
positions, Oglethorpe conceived the project of attacking one by 
surprise. He selected the bravest of his little army, and in the 

12 
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nigkt ws^bt^i^i^rds wicijs^ryf^, to witlmi two miles of tbe 
camp which he' inWnded'td issajL ' Directing iiis troops to halt , 
he advanced, at fte head of a small body, to reconnoitre the 
enemy. While thus employed, a French soldier of his puly 9 
firing his musket, deserted to the Spaniards. Discoverj dcsBtroy- 
ing all hope of success, the g^i^nd immediatelj returned to 
Fredeiica. He was not only chagrined at this occurrence, but 
apprehended instant danger from the disclosure which the de- 
serter would doubtless make of his we^toess. 

16. In ^s embarassment, he devised an expedient which was 
attended with the most happy success. He wrote a letter to 
the deserter, instructing him to acquaint the Spaniards with the 
defenceless state of F|^ederica, to ui^ them to attack the place, 
and if he could not succeed, to persuade them to remain tiiree 
days longer on the island ; for within that tune, according to late 
advices from Carolina, he should receive.a reinforcement <^ two 
thousand men and six ships of war. He cautioned him agaiast 
dropping any hint of the attack meditated, by admiral Yermcm, 
upon St. Augustine, and assured him that the reward ior his 
services ^odid be ample. 

17. For a small bribe, a soldier -who had been made prisoner 
in one of the numerous skirmishes, engaged to deliver tMa letter 
to the deserter, and was then set at liberty. As was fcarese^i, 
he canied it directly to the Spanish general, who immediately 
suspected the deserter to be a ^y from die English camp, and 
ordered him to be put in irons. But although his suspicions 
were awakened, he was yet uncertain whether the whole might 
not he a stratagem of his antagonist 

18. While hesitating \diat to believe, three smaU vessels of 
war a{^ared off the coast Suj^posing they brou^t the rein- 
forcements alluded to in the ktter to tfa^ deserter, he hesitated 
no longer, hut determimed to make a vigorous attack upon the 
English, before these reinforcements could arrive and be brought 
into action. 

19. General Oglethorpe, by mere accident, obtained informa- 
tion 4>f their design. A small party was instantly placed in 
ambuscade, the Spaniards ^^vanced near them, halted to rest, 
and laid aside their arms. A sudden and well directed fire, 
killing many, threw the enemy into confusion. Afler a few 
more dischsurges, they fled to their fortifications, which they de- 
molished, and, hastily embarking,^ia^e every possible effort to 
escape from the reinforcements that were supposed to be ap- 
proaching. 

ao. Thus was Cteorgia, withtriflmg loss, delivered Crom the . 
wiost unmment danger. General Ogfethoi^ not only retrieved, 
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1>iit ex&Hed kis r^[mtation. From ihe Caroliniaas, grateful for 
tlieir pres^r^mioii, and from the governors of most of the northern 
colonies, he recewed cordial congratukdons upon his address 
and good fortune. And so morticed were the Spaniards at the 
resuk of the expedition, that the commander, on his return, was 
arrested, tried, and cashiered for misconduct. 

21. But the prosperity of the colonj was retarded by these 
disturbances. For ten yvars longer, it remained undejr the 
management of the trueftees, who, embarrassing it by too mud^ 
i«gnlatlon, disconraged the emigrants and checked its growtii. 
At length, <tisq>pointed in tiieir hopes, and wearied by compkdnts, 
they surrendered their charter to the crown; and, in 1754, a 
rojBl government was established over th^ colony. 

22. New regulations being adopted, Georgia began to flourish, 
Among iier govern<Mrs,' James Wright deserves honorable notice 
for his wisdom in discerning, and his zeal in pursuing, her true 
interests. The cultivation -of me and indigo was prosecuted 
with augmented industiy, skill, and profit; and in every succeed- 
ing year, an increased amount of diese staple cbmmoditi^ was 
exported to the moth^ coui^. The Florida Indians were 
sometimes troublesome, but were as often chastised and com* 
{fdled to sue for peace. 



CHAPTER HV 



FRENCH WAR OF 1756-63. 



THE treaty of Aix la Chapelle condoded in* 1748, between 
England and France, restored tranquillity to America. At this 
period, the number of inhabitai^ in the thirteen colonies was 
about one million one bundfed thousand. The. :English set- 
tlements had not advanced far into the wfldemess, but extended 
aloM the ocean from New-Fodndland to Florida. Those of 
Ae French, at the north, reached from the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence to Montreal; and they had buflt forts and tradmg 
houses on lake Ontario. At the south, they had planted New- 
Orleans, and havingdiscovered the river Mississippi, they claimed 
the fertile and d^^gMhl vaHey through which it runs, and t^ 
whole covu^ watwed by its tributary streama* 
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2. They at length determmed to connect their northern jumI 
southern settlements by a chahi of posts extendiilg along the 
frontiers of the English, from lake Ontario to the Ohio, ami 
down that river and the Mississippi to New-Orleans. While 
they were intent on this project, a company of Englifidi traders, 
having obtained from the king a grant of land, established U^ing- 
houses on the banks of the Ohio. 

3. The French seized some of these traders and conveyed 
them prisoners to Canada. The company complained ' to 
governor Dinwiddle, of Virginia. The laml having been granted 
as a part of that colony, he determined to send a messenger to 
the commander of the French forces on the Ohio, and reqliire 
him to withdraw his troops. For thb mission he selected 
George Washington, who was then twenty-one years of age, and 
Avho afterwards became illustrious in the annals of his country. 

4. To the letter of Dinwiddle, the French conomander repli^, 
that he had taken possession of the country in pursuance of 
directions from his general, then in Canada, to whom he would 
transmit the letter, and whose orders he should implicitly obey. 
This reply not being satisfactory to the governor, preparations 
were made in Yii^inia, to msdntsdn by force the rights of the 
British crown. Troops, constituting a regiment, were raiaed, 
the command of whom, on the death of the colonel first appointed, 
was given to Mr. Washington. 

5. At the head of about four hundred men, he advanced, 
early in the spring, into the territory in dispute. On his route, 
he met, attacked, and defeated, a FVench party under the com- 
mand of one Dijonville, who approached him in a manner in- 
dicating hostile intentions. He proceeded towards fort Du 
Quesne, situated at the junction of the Allegany and Monongahdia. 
From this fort, De Vfllier, at the head of nine hundred men, 
marched out to attack him. 

6. Hearing of the approach of this party^ colonel Washington 
halted, and hastOy erfected sQme imperfect worics, by means of 
which he hoped to prolong his defence until the arrival of rein- 
forcements. Hd was closely besieged by De Yillier, but tnnlrlpg 
an obstinate defence, was offered &e most himorable terms of 
capitulation. These he acc^ed, and returned with his regunent 
to Virginia. 

7. In this year, delegates from seven of the colomes met at 
Albany, for the purpose of holding a conference with the Six 
Nations of Indians. This business bemg finished, a confedera- 
tion of the colonies was proposed by the delegates from Massa- 

^usetts. A " Plan of Union" was agreed upon, to be submitted 
^« colonial legislatures, and to parliament, for their adq)tion. 
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S. This j^an provided that delegates to a General Council 
should be diosen by the representatives of the people, in the 
colonial assemblies, suad that a president-general should be ap- 
pointed hy the crown. This council was to possess the cfontrot 
of the military force of the cbnfederacy, and the power to concert 
all Kkoasures for the common protection and safety. The 
presidettt-general was to have a negative upon the proceedings 
of the delegates. 

9. This plan was rejected by parliament, because the dele- 
gates were to be chosen by the representatives of the people. 
It was rejected by the colonies, because it placed too much power 
in tlie bands of the king. In England, apprehensions were al- 
ready entertained of the growkig importance of the c\)lonial 
assemblies. In America, the people began, perhaps unconsciously, 
to be actuated by the q^irlt of independence. 

10. The conduct of die French, on the Ohio, convinced the 
cfidnoet of London that their claim to the country, through 
which diat river flows, must be relinquished, or maintained by 
tiie swofd. They did not hesitate which alternative to choose. 
£aiiy in die qirmg of 1755, they despatched general Braddock 
to Ammca, vnih a respectable force, to expel the French, and 
ke^ possession of the territory. And preparations having been 
made by France to despatch a reinforcement to her anrnes in 
Canada, admiral Boscawen was ordered to endeavor to intercept 
the French fleet before it should enter the gulf of St. Lawrence. 

11. InApdl, general Braddock met die governors of the 
several provinces, to confer upon the plan of &e ensuing cam- 
paign. Three expeditions were resolved upon : one against Du 
Quesne, to be commanded by general Braddock ; one against 

^Ibrts Niagara and Frontinac, to be con^nanded by governor 
Shkley ; and one agaifist Crown Point, to be qommanded by 
general Johnson* The last mentioned post wus the nearest to 
New Ens^and of any in die possession of the enemy ; and from 
it Inmost all die Inctian parties, which had, in the late wars, so 
cruelly harassed the northern colonies, were despatched and 
supported. The expedition against it was proposed and urged 
by Massachusetts, and was to be executed by colonial troops, 
raised in New-England and New- York. 

12. While pi'eparations were making for these expeditions, 
another, wiiich had been previously concerted, was carried on 
^gmd die French forces in Nova Scotia. This province was 
Sraed by the French, but was ceded to die English by the 
treaty of Utrechti Its boundaries not having been deflhed, the 

'• French continued to occupy a portion of the territory claimjfl 
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by the Engtish, and had biiHt forts for thehr defence. To 
possession of these was the object of the expedition. 

13. About two thousand militia/ commanded bj Coloiifll 
Winslow, embarked at Boston ; and being joined on their passage 
bj three hundred regulars, arrived, in April, at the place of 
destination. The forts were invested ; the resistance made was 
trifling and ineffectual ; "and in a short time the English gained 
entire possession of the province, according to theur own d^ni- 
tion of itis boun()aries. Three only of their men were killed. 

14. The pi'Sparations of General Braddock, in Yirginiay had 
proceeded slowly. It had been found extremely diffidiidt to 
procure horses, wagons, and provisions. Impatient of delays he 
determined to set out with twelve hundred men, selected flroin 
the different corps, and to proceed, as rapidly as possible, towaixki 
fort Du Quesne. The residue of the army, sftid the heavy bag* 
gage, were left under the conmiand of Col. Dunbar, who was 
directed to follow as soon as the preparations were completed. 

15. Braddock had been educated in the English army; smuI 
in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, he deserved and 
enjoyed the reputation of more than ordinary skill. Of this re« 
putation he wai vain, and disdained to consider that his skiU wa0 
totally inapplicable to the mode of warfare practised in ti» 
forests of America. Before he left England, he was repeattedh* 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march throng 
the wilderness, the provincial officers frequently entreated him 
to scour the surrounding thickets. But he held these officers; 
and the enemy in too much contempt to listen to this salutary 
counsel. 

16. On approaching fort Du Quesne, Col. Washington, who 
accompanied him as his sad, made arlast attempt to imluce him ^ 
to change his order of march. He explained the Indian mode 
of warfare ; represented his danger ; and offered to take com- 
mand of the provincials and place himself in advance of the 
army. This offer was declined. The general proceeded, con- 
fident of the propriety of his conduct ; &e provincials followedi 
trembling for the consequences. 

17. On the ninth of July, the army crossed the Monongahda, 
within a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route led through a 
defile, which they had nearly passed, when a tremendous yell 
and instantaneous discharge of fire arms suddenly burst upon them 
from an invisible foe. The van was thrown into conftflnu 
The general led the main body to its support. For a momast, 
ordetr was restored, and a short cessation of the enemy's fire, oc- 
^ioned by the death of their conmiander, seemed to indicate « 
that all danger was over. 
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by the Engfish, and had biiHt forts for their defence. To gain 
possession of these was the object of the expedition. 

13. About two thousand militia,* commanded bj Colonel 
Winslow, embarked at Boston ; and being joined on their passage 
bj three hundred regulars, arrived, in April, at the place of 
destination. The forts were invested ; the resistance made was 
trifling and ineffectual ; and in a short time the English gained 
entire possession of the province, according to theur own d^ni- 
tion of itis boun()aries. Three only of their men were killed. 

14. The pi'Sparations of General Braddock, in Yir^nia, had 
proceeded slowly. It had been found extremely difficult to 
procure horses, wagons, and provisions. Impatient of delaj) he 
determined to set out with twelve hundred men, selected from 
the different corps, and to proceed, as rapidly as possible, towaixls 
fort Du Quesne. The residue of the army, stnd the heavy bag- 
gage, were lefl under the conmiand of Col. Dunbar, who was 
directed to follow as soon as the preparations were completed. 

15. Braddock had been educated in the English army ; and 
in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, he deserved and * 
enjoyed the reputation of more than ordinary skilL Of this re- 
putation he wai vain, and disdained to consider that his skill was 
totally inapplicable to the mode of warfare practised in the 
forests of America. Before he left England, he was repeatedly 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march throv^ 
the wilderness, the provmcial officers frequently entreated him 
lo scour the surrounding thickets. But he held these officer^ 
and the enemy in too much contempt to listen to this salutary 
counsel. 

16. On approaching fort Du Quesne, Col. Washington, who 
accompanied him as his sad, made a^last attempt to imluce him 
to change his order of march. He explained the Indian mode 
of warfare ; represented his danger ; and offered to take com- 
mand of the provincials and place himself in advance of the 
army. This offer was declmed. The general proceeded, con- 
fident of thc^ propriety of his conduct ; ti^e provincials followed, 
trembling for the consequences. 

17. On the ninth of July, the army crossed the Monongahela, 
within a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route led throu^ a 
defile, which they, had nearly passed, when a tremendous yell 
and mstantaneous discharge of fire arms suddenly burst upon them 
from an invisible foe. The van was thrown into confcAiOn. 
The general led the main body to its support. For a moment, 
ordetr was restored, and a short cessation of the enemy's fire, oc- 
<^ioned by the death of their conmiander, seemed to indkn»te - 
that all danger was over. 
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18. But the attack was soon renewed witth increased fury. 
Ooncealed behind trees, logs, and rocks, the Indians poured upon 
the troops a deadly ^d incessant fire. Officers and men fell 
thickly around, and ihe s\irvivers knew not where to direct tlieir 
sdm to revenge their slaughtet^d comrades. The whole body 
lyas again thrown into confusion, The general, obstinate and 
courageous, refused to retreat, but bent his whole efforts to restore 
and maintain order. He persisted in these efforts, until five 
horses had been shot under him, and every one of his officers ou 
horseback, except colonel Washington, was either killed or 
wounded* 

19. The general at length fell, and the rout became universal. 
The troops fled precipitately until they; met the division under 
Dunbar, then sixty nules in the rear. To this body the same 
panic was communicated. Turning about, they fled with the 
rest, and although no enemy had been seen during the engage- 
ment, nor afterwards, yet the army continued retreating until it 
reached fort Cumberland, one hundred and twenty miles from 
the place of action. There they remained but a short time. 
With the remnant of the army, amounting to fifteen hundred 
men, colonel Dunbar, upon whom, on the death of Braddock, 
the command devolved, marched to PhUadelphia, leaving the 
•frondera of Pennsylvania and Virginia destitute of defence. 

20. The provincial troops, whom Braddock had so much 
demised, displayed, during the battle, the utmost calmness and 
courage. Though placed in the rear, they alone, led on by 
Washington, advanced against the Lidians and covered the re- 
treat. Had they been permitted to fight in their own way, they 
could easily have defeated the enemy. Li this battle, sixty-four, 
out of eighty-five officers, were either killed or wounded, and 
at least one half of the privates. 

21. The two northern expeditions, though not so disastrous, 
were both unsuccessful. General Shirley, who had been ap- 
pointed to command that agadnst Niagara, met with so many 
delays that he did not reach Oswego until late m August. 
While embarking there to proceed against Niagara, the autumnal 
rains began, liis troops became discouraged, his Indian allies 
deserted hun, and he was compelled to refinquish his design. 

22. The forces destined to attack Crown Point, and the re- 
qoisite military stores, could not be collected at Albany until the 
last of August. Thence the army, under the command of 
general Johnson, proceed to the south end of lake George, ou 
their way to the place of destination. There he learned, that 
the armament, fitted out in the ports of Prance, eluding *' 
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by the Engflsh, and had biiHt forts for thehr defence. To gain 
possession of these was the object of the expedition. 

13. About two thousand militia/ commanded bj Colonel 
Winslow, embarked at Boston ; and being joined on their passage 
by three hundred regulars, arrived, in April, at the place of 
destination. The forts were invested ; the resistance made was 
trifling and ineffectual ; and in a short time the English gained 
entire possession of the province, according to their own d^ni- 
tion of itis boundaries. Three only of their men were killed. 

14. The pj^eparations of General Braddock, in Yirginia, had' 
proceeded slowly. It had been found extremely (MSduH to 
procure horses, wagons, and provisions. Impatient of delaj) he 
determined to set out with twelve hundred men, selected from 
the different corps, and to proceed, as rapidly as possible, towaitls 
fort Du Quesne. The residue of the army, stnd the heavy bag- 
gage, were lefl under the command of Col. Dunbar, who was 
directed to follow as soon as the preparations were completed. 

15. Braddock had been educated in the English army ; and 
in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, he deserved and ' 
enjoyed the reputation of more than ordinary skill. Of this re- 
putation he wai vain, and disdained to consider that his skill was 
totally inapplicable to the mode of warfare practised in the 
forests of America. Before he left England, he was repeatedly 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march through 
th^ wilderness, the provincial officers frequently entreated hSn 
lo scour the surrounding thickets. But he held these officer^ 
and the enemy in too much contempt to listen to this salutary 
counsel. 

16. On approaching fort Du Quesne, Col. Washington, who 
accompanied him as his aid, made arlast attempt to induce him . 
to change his order of march. He explained the Indian mode 
of warfare ; represented his danger ; and offered to take com- 
mand of the provmcials and place himself in advance of the 
army. This offer was declined. The general proceeded, con- 
fident of the propriety of his conduct ; ti^e provincials followed, 
trembling for the consequences. 

17. On the ninth of July, the army crossed the Monongahela, 
within a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route led through a 
defile, which they, had nearly passed, when a tremendous yell 
and mstantaneous discharge of fire arms suddenly burst upon them 
from an invisible foe. The van was thrown into conftftlon. 
The general led the main body to its support. For a moment, 
ordetr was restored, and a short cessation of the enemy's fire, oc- 
^isioned by the death of their conmiander, seemed to indicate 
that all danger was oven 
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18. But the attack was soon renewed witth increased fuiy. 
Ooncealed behind trees, logs, and rocks, the Indians poured upon 
the troops a deadly ^d incessant fire. Officers and men fell 
thickly around, and ^e survivers knew not where to direct tlieir 
aim to revenge their slaughtet^d comrades. The whole body 
was again thrown into confusiont The general, obstinate and 
courageous, refused to retreat, but bent his whole efforts to restore 
and maintain order. He persisted in these efforts, until Hve 
horses had been shot under him, and every one of his officers on 
horseback, except colonel Washington, was dther killed or 
wounded, 

19. The general at length fell, and the rout became universal. 
The troops fled precipitately until they, met the division under 
Dunbar, then sixty miles in the rear. To this body the same 
panic was communicated. Turning about, they fled with the 
rest, and although no enemy had been seen during the engage- 
ment, nor afterwards^ yet the army continued retreating untU it 
reached fort Cumberland, one hundred and twenty miles from 
the place of action. There they remained but a short time. 
With the remnant of the army, amounting to fifteen hundred 
men, colonel Dunbar, upon whom, on the death of Braddock, 
the command devolved, marched to Philadelphia, leaving the 
frontiers of Pennsylvania and Vjmnia destitute of defence. 

20. The provincial troops, whom Braddock had so much 
dei^ised, displayed, during the battle, the utmost calmness and 
courage. Though placed in the rear, they alone, led on by 
Washmgton, advanced against the Indians and covered the re- 
treat. Had they been permitted to fight in their own way, they 
could easily have defeated the enemy. In this battle, sixty-four, 
out of eighty-five officers, were either killed or wounded, and 
at least one half of the privates. 

21. The two northern expeditions, though not so disastrous, 
were both unsuccessful. General Shirley, who had been ap- 
pointed to command that against Niagara, met with so many 
delays that he did not reach Oswego until late m August. 
While embarking there to proceed against Niagara, the autumnal 
rains began, liis troops became discouraged, his Indian allies 
deserted him, and he was compelled to reUnquish his design. 

22. The forces destined to attack Crown Point, and the re- 
quisite military stores, could not be collected at Albany until the 
last of August. Thence the army, under the command of 
general Johnson, proceed to the south end of lake George, on 
their way to the place of destination. There he learned, that 
the armament, fitted out in the ports of France, eluding 
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by the English, and had buHt forts for their defence. To gain 
possession of these was the object of the expedition. 

13. About two thousand militia,* commanded bj Colonel 
Winslow, embarked at Boston ; and being joined on their passage 
by three hundred regulars, arrived, in April, at the place of 
destination. The forts were invested ; the resistance made was 
trifling and ineifectu^ ; and in a short time the English gained 
entire possession of the province, according to theur own d^ni- 
tion of its boun()aries. Three only of their men were killed. 

14. The pi'Sparations of Greneral Braddock, in Virginia, had 
proceeded slowly. It had been found extremely diffi<^t to 
procure horses, wagons, and provisions. Impatient of delaj) he 
determined to set out with twelve hundred men, selected from 
the different corps, and to proceed, as rapidly as possible, towards 
fort Du Quesne. The residue of the army, sihd the heavy bag- 
gage, were lefl under the conmiand of Col. Dunbar, who was 
directed to follow as soon as the preparations were completed. 

15. Braddock had been educated in the English army; and 
in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, he deserved and ' 
enjoyed the reputation of more than ordinary skill. Of this re- 
putation he was vain, and disdained to consider that his skill was 
totally inapplicable to the mode of warfare practised in the 
forests of America. Before he left England, he was repeatedly 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march through 
th^ wilderness, the provincial officers frequently entreated him 
to scour the surrounding thickets. But he held these officers! 
and the enemy in too much contempt to listen to this salutary 
counsel. 

16. On approaching fort Du Quesne, Col. Washington, who 
accompanied him as Ids sad, made arlast attempt to induce him , 
to change his order of march. He explained the Indian mode 
of warfare ; represented hb danger ; and offered to take com- 
mand of the provuicials and place himself in advance of the 
army. This offer was declined. The general proceeded, con- 
fident of the propriety of his conduct ; &e provincials followed, 
trembling for the consequences. 

17. On the ninth of July, the army crossed the Monongahela, 
within a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route led through a 
defile, which they had nearly passed, when a tremendous yell 
and mstantaneous discharge of fire arms suddenly burst upon them 
from an invisible foe. The van was thrown into confllMon. 
The general led the main body to its support. For a moment, 
ordet was restored, and a short cessation of tlie enemy's fire, oc- 
i^ioned by the death of their conmiander, seemed to indicate 
that all danger was over. 
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18. But the attack was soon renewed witth increased fuiy. 
Ooncealed behind trees, logs, and rocks, the Indians poured upon 
tbe troops a deadly ^d incessant fire. Officers and men fell 
thickly around, and ^e survivers knew not where to direct their 
aim to revenge their slaughtet^d comrades. The whole body 
ivas again thrown into confusion. The general, obstinate an<:l 
courageous, refused to retreat, but bent his whole efforts to restore 
and maintain order. He persisted in these efforts, until five 
horses had been shot under him, and every one of his officers on 
horseback, except colonel Washington, was either killed or 
wounded* 

19. The general at length fell, ^d the rout became universal. 
The troops fled precipitately until they met the division under 
Xhmbar, then sixty miles in the rear. To this body the same 
panic was communicated. Turning about, they fled with tlie 
rest, and although no enemy had been seen during the engage- 
ment, nor afterwards^ yet the army continued retreating untU it 
reached fort Cumberland, one hundred and twenty miles from 
the place of action. There they remained but a short time. 
With the remnant of the army, amounUng to fifleen hundred 
men, colonel Dunbar, upon whom, on the death of Braddock, 
the command devolved, marched to Philadelphia, leaving the 
frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia destitute of defence. 

20. The provincial troops, whom Braddock had so much 
despised, displayed, during the battle, the utmost calmness and 
courage, "niough placed in the rear, they alone, led on by 
Washmgton, advanced against the Indians and covered the re- 
treat. Had they been permitted to %ht in their own way, they 
could easily have defeated the enemy, hi this battle, sixty-four, 
out of eighty-five officers, were either killed or wounded, and 
at least one half of the privates. 

21. The two northern expeditions, though not so disastrous, 
were both unsuccessful. General Shirley, who had been ap- 
pointed to command that against Niagara, met with so many 
delays that he did not reach Oswego until late m August. 
While embarking there to proceed against Niagara, the autumnal 
rains began, liis troops became discouraged, his Indian allies 
deserted him, and he was compelled to reUnquish his design. 

22. The forces destined to attack Crown Point, and the re- 
quisite military stores, could not be collected at Albany until the 
last of August. Thence the army, under the command of 
general Johnson, proceed to the south end of lake George, on 
Sieir way to the place of destination. There he learned, that 
the armament, fitted out in the ports of Prance, eluding 
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by the Engfish, and had biiHt forts for theh* defence. To gain 
possession of these was the object of the expedition. 

13. About two thousand militia,* commanded bj Colonel 
Winslow, embarked at Boston ; and being joined on their passage 
bj three hundred regulars, arrived, in April, at the place of 
destination. The forts were invested ; the resistance made yv^ia 
trifling and ineffectual ; ^and in a short time the English gained 
entire possession of the province, according to theur own defini- 
tion of itis boun()aries. Three only of their men were killed. 

14. The pl^^parations of General Braddock, in Virginia, had 
proceeded slowly. It had been found extremely diffididt to 
procure horses, wagons, and provisions. Impatient of delay) he 
determined to set out with twelve hundred men, selected fh>m 
the different corps, and to proceed, as rapidly as possible, towards 
fort Du Quesne. The residue of the army, sihd the heavy bag- 
gage, were lefl under the conmiand of Col. Dunbar, who was 
directed to follow as soon as the preparations were completed. 

15. Braddock had been educated in the English army; and 
in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, he deserved and * 
enjoyed the reputation of more than ordinary skill. Of this re- 
putation he wai vain, and disdained to consider that his cddll was 
totally inapplicable to the mode of warfare practised in the 
forests of America. Before he left England, he was repeatedly 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march througn 
th^ wilderness, the provincial oflScers frequently entreated hSn 
to scour the surrounding thickets. But he held these officer^ 
and the enemy in too much contempt to listen to this salutary- 
counsel. 

16. On approaching fort Du Quesne, Col. Washington, who 
accompanied him as his sad, made a4ast attempt to induce him 
to change his order of march. He explained the Indian mode 
of warfare ; represented his danger ; and offered to take com- 
mand of the provmcials and place hunself in advance of the 
army. This offer was declined. The general proceeded, con- 
fident of the propriety of his conduct ; &e provincials followed, 
trembling for the consequences. 

17. On the ninth of July, the army crossed the Monongahela, 
within a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route led through a 
defile, which they had nearly passed, when a tremendous yell 
and instantaneous discharge of firearms suddenly burst upon them 
from an invisible foe. The van was thrown into confdHon. 
The general led the main body to its support. For a moment, 
ordef was restored, and a short cessation of the enemy's fire, oc- 
«»sioned by the death of their conamander, seemed to indicate 
that all danger was over. 
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18. But the attack was soon renewed witth increased fuiy. 
Concealed behind trees, logs, and rocks, the Indians poured upon 
the troops a deadly ^d incessant fire. Officers and men fell 
thickly around, and tiie survivors knew not where to direct tlieir 
aim to revenge their slaughtet^d comrades. The whole body 
ws» again thrown into confusion, The general, obstinate and 
courageous, refused to retreat, but bent his whole efforts to restore 
and maintain order. He persisted in these efforts, until five 
horses had been shot under him, and every one of his officers on 
horseback, except colonel Washington, was either killed or 
wounded, 

19. The general at length fell, and the rout became universal. 
The troops fled precipitately until they, met the division under 
Dunbar, then sixty nules in the rear. To this body the same 
panic was communicated. Turning about, they fled with the 
rest, and although no enemy had been seen during the engage- 
ment, nor afterwards^ yet the army continued retreating until it 
reached fort Cumberland, one hundred and twenty miles from 
the place of action. There they remained but a short time. 

I Wt& tiie remnant of the army, amounting to fifteen hundred 
men, colonel Dunbar, upon whom, on the death of Braddock, 
the conomand devolved, marched to l^iladelphia, leaving the 
frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia destitute of defence. 

20. The provincial troops, whom Braddock had so much 
despised, displayed, during the battle, the utmost calmness and 
courage. Though placed in the rear, they alone, led on by 
Washmgton, advanced against the Indians and covered the re- 
treat Had they been permitted to fight in their own way, they 
could easily have defeated the enemy. In this battle, sixty-four, 
out of eighty-five officers, were either killed or wounded, and 
at least one half of the privates. 

21. The two northern expeditions, though not so disastrous, 
were both unsuccessful. General Shirley, who had been ap- 
pointed to command that against Niagara, met with so many 
delays that he did not reach Oswego until late in August. 
While embarking there to proceed against Niagara, the autumnal 
rains began, liis troops became discouraged, his Indian allies 
deserted hhn, and he was compelled to reUnquish his design. 

22. The forces destined to attack Crown Pohat, and the re- 
quisite military stores, could not be collected at Albany until the 
last of August. Thence the army, under the command of 
general Johnson, proceed to the south end of lake George, on 
their way to the place of destination. There he learned, that 
the armament, fitted out m the ports of France, eluding the 
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English squadron, hsid arrived at Quebec, and that bart)n 
Dieskau, commander of the French forces, was advancing- with 
an army towards the territories of the English. He halted, 
erected slight breastworks, and detached colonel Williaais ivith 
a thousand men, to impede the progress of the enemy. 

23. Dieskau, who was near, was immediately informed of the 
approach of this detachment. Without losing ^ moment, he 
directed his troops to conceal themselves. The Engli^ ad- 
vanced into the midst of their enemy, and, from every quarter, 
received, at the same moment, a sudden and unexpected fire. 
Tlieir leader fell, and the men fled, in disorder, to the camp. 

24. They were followed closely by the enemy, who approached 
within one hundred and fifty yards of the breast-work : and, had 
they made an immediate assault, would probably, such was the 
panic of the English, have been successfiil. But here they 
baited, to make dispositions for a regular attack. The Indians 
and Canadians were despatched to tine flanks, and the regular 
troops b<%an the attack with firing, by platoons, at the centre. 
'i'heir fire was ineffectual, and the provincials gradually resumed 
fheir courage. 

25. A few discharges of the artillery drove the Canadians and 
f Qflians to the swamps. Xhe regulars, although deserted by the 
auxiliaries, maintained the conflict, for more than an hour, with 
much steadiness and resolution. Dieskau, convinced that aH 
Jiis effoits must be unavailing, theirgave orders to retreat This 
produced some conflision, which, being perceived by the 
provincials, they simultaneously, and without orders or concert, 
leaped over the intrenchments, fell upon the French soldiers, 
and killed, captured, or dispersed them. The baron was 
wounded and made prisoner. 

26. The next day, colonel Blanchard, who commanded at fort 
Edward, despatched captain Folsom, of New-Hampshire, with 
two hundred men, to the assistance of general Johnson. On 
his way, he diiscovered betweea three and four hundred of die 
enemy seated around a pond, not far from the place where 
colonel Williams had been defeated. Notwithstanding his in- 
Feriority in numbers, he determined to attack them. So impe- 
tuous was the onset, that, after a sharp conflict, the enemy fled. 
1 n the several engagements, the provincials lost about two hundred 
raen ; the enemy upwards (j( seven hundred. 

27. General Johnson, though strongly importuned by the 
iiovermnent of Massachusetts, reftised to proceed upon his ex- 
pedition, which was abandoned, and most of his troops returned 
to their respective colomV??. Tm^ ended the campaign of ^755. 
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t opened with the brightest prospects, immense preparations 
iad been made, yet not one of the objects of the three great ex- 
)editions had been attained. 

28. During the fall and winter, the southern cdonies were 
ravaged, and the usual barbarities perpetrated upon the frontier 
inhabitants, by the savages, who, on the defeat of Braddock, and 
die retreat of his army, saw nothing to restrain their fiiry. In 
Vii^inia and Piennsylvania, disputes existed between the govern- 
ors and legislatures, which prevented all attention to the means 
of defence. Scarcely a post was maintained, or a soldier ^n- 
ployed in their service. 

29. The colonies, far from being discourage by the nusfor- 
tunes of the last campaign, determined to renew and increase 
d^ir exertions. General Shirley, to whom the superintendence 
of all the military operations had been confided, assembled a 
council of war at New- York, to concert a plan for the ensuing 
year. He proposed that expeditions should be carried on against 
Du Quesne, Niagara, and Crown Point, and that a body of 
troops should be sent, by the way of the rivers Kennebec and 
Chaudiere, to alarm the French for the safety of Quebec. This 
plan was unanimously adopted by the council. 

30. Shirley, on the last of January, returned to Boston, to 
meet the assembly of Massachusetts, of which colony he was 
governor. He endeavored to persuade them to concur in the 
measures proposed ; but, disgusted with the proceedings of the 
last campaign, and especially at general Johnson's neglecdng to 
pursue his advantages, they were unwilling to engage in offen- 
sive operations, unless the command of their forces should be 
given to general Winslow, who had acquired popularity by his 
success in Nova-Scotia. Theu* wishes were complied with; 
and their concurrence was then granted. 

31. In April, news arrived from Great Britain, that the con- 
duct of general Johnson, instead of being censured, was consi- 
dered highly meritorious ; that, as a reward for his success, the 
king had conferred upon him the title of baronet,, and parliament 
a grant of five thousand pounds sterling ; that his majesty dis- 
approved of the conduct of Shirley, and had determined to re- 
move him from command. 

32. This information not being oflficial, g^to^ Shiriey con- 
tinued his preparations with his usual ^iifMif sm ^^* .While 
engaged in collecting, at Albany, the *i»oops fronl^ the different 
colomes, general Webb brought from Englawd official infi^rma- 
tion of his removal. On the 26th of June, general AberiCi^m- 
bie arrived, and took command of the army. It now consisted 
of about twelve thousand men, and was more numerous and bet' 

K 
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ter prepared for the fidd than any army that had ever beea 
sembled in America. 

33. Singular as it may S4[>peary whfle this sanguinary war 
ged in America, the intercourse b^ween the two nations inlSa- 
rope, not only continued unint(»nrupted, but seemed more ttuoi 
usually fiiencQy. This unnatural state of things could not long 
continue. Gjineat Brit||}P||^eclared war in May, and France Id 
June. '-'^ 

34. The change of commanders delayed the operatiims of the 
Snglish army. The French were active ; and dn the 12th of 
July, general Afoercrombie received ^intelligenee that th^ med^ 
tated an attack upop Oswego/a^post of the utmost importance. 
General Webb was ordered to prepare to march wUh a regiment 
for the defence of that place. In the mean time, Lord Loodon, 
who had been appointed commander-in-chief over all the Bri- 
tish forces in the colonies, arrived in America. 

35. Amidst the ceremonies which followed, the aSam of the 
war were forgotten. General Webb did not begin his march 
until the 12th of August Before he had proceeded far, he 
learned that Oswego was actually besieged by a lai^ army of 
French and Indians. Alarmed for his own ss^ety, he proceed- 
ed no fardier, but employed his troops in erecting fortifications 
for their defence. 

' 36. Cren^ral Montcalm, the commander of the French troops 
in Canada, began the siege of Oswego oa the 12th of August. 
On the 14th, tiie English conamander having been killed, terms 
of surrender were proposed by the garrison, and were agreed to. 
These terms were shamefldly violated. Several of the Britiah 
officers and soldiers were insidted, robbed, and massacred by the 
Indkns. Most of the sick were scalped in the hospitals, and 
the French general delivered twenty of the garrison to the sa- 
vages, that being the 'number they had lost during the si^. 
Those unhaf^y wretches were, doubtless, according to the la* 
dian custom, tortured and burnt. 

37. Genml Webb was permitted to retreat, unmolested, to 
Albany. Lord Loudon pretended it was now too late in the 
season to atten^t any thiii^ farther, thou^ the tro<m under ge- 
neral Winslow w^re witl]^ a few days march of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, and were sufficient in number to justify an at* 
tack upon those (daces. He devoted the remainder of the sea- 
son to making preparations for an early and vig<»rous campaign 
tiie ensuing year«. 

38. This spring had opened with still more briDiai^ pros- 
pects than the last ; and the season closed without the ocouirence 
of a Bin^e event that was honourable to the British arms, or ad- 
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vaotageous to the colonies. This want of success was justly at- 
trSrated to the removal of the provincial officers, who were well 
acquainted with the theatre or operations^ but whom the minis- 
trj, desirous of diecking the growth of talents in the colonies, 
were onwilUng to en^loy. Tet the several assemblies, though 
thejr saw themselves uus slighted, and their money annuaSjr 
squandered, made all the preparations that were required of them 
fnr the next campaign. 

39. The reduction of Louisburgh was the object to which the 
ministry directed the attention of Lord Loudon. Jn the spring 
of 1757, he sailed from New-Toi^, with 6000 men, and, at Ha- 
lifax, met admiral Holboum, with tram^rts containing an 
equal number of troops, and a naval force consisting of fifteen 
shqw of the line. When about to proceed to thdr pkce of des- 
tinadon, intelligence arrived that the garriscm at Louid>urgh had 
received a large reinforcement, and expected and desired a visit 
from the En^^bsh. Disheartened by this intdligence, the gene- 
ral and admml abandoned the e3q[>edition. 

40. While the English commanders were thus irresolute and 
idle, the French were enterprising and active. Jn March, ge- 
neral Montcalm made an attempt to surprise fort William Hen- 
ry, at the south end of lake George, but was defeated by the vi- 
gilance and braveiy of the garrison. He returned to Crown* 
Point, leaving a party of troops at Ticonderoga. Against this 
post, near four hundred men were sent from the fort, under the 
command of colonel Parker. 

41. The colonel was deceived in his intelligence, decoyed in- 
to an ambuscade, and attacked with such fury, that but two offi- 
cers and seventy {Nrivates escaped. Encouraged by tiiis success, 
Montcalm determined to return and besiege fort William Hen- 
ry. For this purpose, he assembled an army, consisting of re- 
gular troops, Canadians and Lidians, and amounting to near ten 
&ousand men. 

42. Ms^r Putnam, a brave and active partizan, obtsdned in- 
formation of the purposes of Montcalm, which he communicated 
to general Webb, who, in the absence of lord Loudon, com- 
mauoded the British troops in that quarter. The general enjoin- 
ed silence upon Putnam, and adopted no other measure, on re- 
ceiving the intelligence, than sending colonel Monro to take 
command of the fort 

43. The day after this officer, ignorant of what was to hap- 
pen, had arrived at lus post, the lake iqppeared covered with 
boats, wbicl) swiftly approached the shore. Montcalm, with 
but little opposition, enected a landing, and inmiediately began 
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the siege. The garrison, consisting of two thousand five fanii;- 
dred men, animated by the expectation of relief, made a gallant 
defence. 

44. General Webb had an army at fort Edward, of more than 
four thousand men, and it was in his power to call in a large 
number of provincial troops from New-York and New- England. 
To him colonel Monro sent repeated and pressing solicitations 
for immediate succor. These he disregarded, seeming entirely- 
indifferent to the distressing situation of his fellow soldiers. 

45. At length, on the ninth day of the siege, in compliance 
with the entreaties of the friends of Monro, general Webb de- 
spatched sir William J(^son, with a body of men, to his relief. 
They had not proceeded three miles, when the order was coun- 
termanded. Webb then wrote to Monro that he could afford 
him no assistance, and advised him to surrender on tiie best 
terms that he could obtain. 

46. This letter was intercepted by Montcalm, who, in a con- 
ference which he procured, handed it himself to the commander 
of the fort. All hope of relief being extinguished, articles of 
capitulation were agreed to. In these it was expressly stipula- 
ted, by Montcalm, that the prisoners should be protected from 
the savages, by a guard, and that the sick and wounded should 
4>e treated with humanity. 

'47. But the next morning, a great number of Indians, having 
been permitted to enter the lines, began to plunder. Meeting 
with no opposition, they fell upon the sick and wounded, whom 
they immediately massacred. This excited their appetite for 
carnage. The defenceless troops were surrounded and attacked 
vfith fiend-like fury. Monro, hastening to Montcalm, implored 
him to provide the stipulated gusurd. 

48. His entreaiies were ineffectual, and the massacre pnn - 
ceeded. All was turbulence and horror. On every side, sava- 
ges were butchering and scalping thafa' wretched victims. Their 
hideous yells, the groans of the dying, and the frantic shrieks of 
others, shrinkii^g from the uplifled tomahawk, were heard by 
the French unmoved. The fury of the savages was permitted 
to rage without restraint, until a large number were killed, or 
hurried captives into the wilderness. 

49. The day after this awful tragedy, major Putnam was 
sent, with his rangers, to watch the motions of the enemy. 
When he came to the shore of the lake, their rear was hardly 
beyond the reach of musket shot. The prospect was shocking 
and horrid. The fort was demolished. The barracks and 
buildings were yet burning. Innumerable fragments of human 
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-carcasses still broiled in the decajing fires. Dead bodies, 
mangled with tomahawks and scalpmg knives, in aU the wanton- 
ness of Indian barbarity, were every where scattered around. 

50. Greneral Webb, sqpprehensive of an attack upon himself, 

sent expresses to the prorinces for reinforcements. They were 

raised and despatched with expedition; butas Montcalm returned 

to Ticonderoga, they were l^pt in service but a few weeks. 

And thus ended the third campaign in America. 

51. These c(^ntinuid disasters resulted from foHy and mis- 
management, rather than from want of means and military 
strength. The British nation was alarmed and indignant, and 
the k^^ found it necessary to change his councils. At the head 
d* the new ministry, he placed the oelel»rated William Pitt, who 
rose, by* the force of his talents alone, from the humble post of 
ensign io the guards, to the control of the 4ie8tinies of a mighty 
empire, Pubile coiofidence revived, and the nation seemed 
inspired with new life and vigor. 

52. For the next canmaign, the ministry determined upon 
three e^cpeditions ; one of twelve thousand men against Louis- 
burg ; one of sixteen thousand against Ticonderoga and Crown 
Ppint, and one of eight thousand against fort Du Quesne. The 
colonies were called upon to raider all the assistance in their 
power. Lord Loudon having been recalled, the command of 
the expedition against Louisburg was given to general Amherst, 
under whom general Wolfe served as a brigadier. The place 
was invested on the 12th of June. Amherstmade hk approaches 
with much circumspection ; and, without any memorable incident, 
the siege terminated, en the 26th of July, by the surrender of 
the {^ace. Whenever an opportunity occurred, general Wolf, 
yrho was then youngs displayed all that fire, impetuosity, and 
discretion, which aflerwands immortalized his name. 

63, The expedition sigainst Ticonderoga, was commanded by 
general Abercrombie. He was accompanied by lord Howe, 
whose npUjiiary talents and amiable virtues made him the darling 
of the soldiery. This army consisted of seven thousand regular 
troops, and ten thousand provincials. When approaching the 
fort, a skirmish took place with a small party of the enemy, in 
which lord Howe was killed at the first fire. On seemg him 
fall, the troops moved forward with an animated determination 
to avenge his death. Three hundred of the enemy were killed 
on the spot, and one hundred and forty made prisoners. 

54. The ardor of hsi men, and the intelligence gained from 
the prisoners, induced general Abercrombie to make an assault 
unon the works. It was received with undaunted bravery, and 

^ K2 
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was persevered in with singular obstinacy. For four hours^ the 
troops remained before the walls, attempting to scale them, and 
exposed to a destructive fire of musketry and artillery. The 
general, despairing of success, then directed a r<5treat. Near 
two thousand of the assailants were killed or wounded. The loss 
of the French was not great, and most of the killed were shot 
through the head, the other parts of their bodies being protected 
by their works. 

65. After this bloody repulse, Abercrombie dei^atched colonel 
Bradstreet, vnih three thousand men, mostly provincials, against 
fort Frontenac, which was situated on lake Ontario, and con- 
tained a lai^e quantity of merchandise, provisions, and military 
stores. It fell an easy conquest, and the loss was severely felt 
by the French. The western Indians, not receiving their usual 
supply of merchandise, relaxed in their exertions ; and the troops 
at Du Quesne suffered from the want of the pr9visions and 
nulitary stores. These circumstances contributed essentially to 
facilitate the operations of the third expedition. 

66. This was placed under the command of general Forbes. 
He left Philadelphia in the beginning of July, and, after a 
laborious march, through deep morasses and over unexj^ored 
mountains, arrived at Raystown, ninety miles from Du Quesne. 
An advanced party of eight hundred*men, under the conmiand 
of major Grant, was met by a detachment from the fort, and de- 
feated, with great slaughter. 

67. Forbes, undi^ayed by this disaster, advanced with cau- 
tious and steady perseverance. The enemy, observing his cir- 
cumspection, determined not to abide the event of a siege. After 
dismantling the fort, they retired down the Ohio, to their settle- 
ments on the Mississippi. General Forbes, taking possession of 
the place, changed its name to* Pittsburgh. 

68. The campaign of 1758, was highly honorable to the Bri- 
tish arms. Of the three expeditions, two had completely suc- 
ceeded, and the leader of the third had made an important con- 
quest To the commanding talents of Pitt, and the confidence 
which they inspired, this change of fortune must be attributed ; 
and in no respect were these talents more strikingly displayed, 
than in the choice of n^en to execute his plans. 

69. Encouraged by the events of this year, the English anti* 
cipated still greater success in the campaign which was to follow. 
The plan marked out by the mmister, was indicative of the bold- 
ness and energy of his genius. Three different armies were, 

S! *^ ^^^^ *^"^®' *° ^ ^^ ag^nst the three strongest posts of 
the French in America ; Niagara, Ticonderoga, and Quebec. 
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The latter post was considered the strongest ; and it was there- 
fore intended that, shoidd Ticonderoga be conquered, the victo- 
rious army should press forward to assist in its reduction. 

60. In the beginning of July, genjeral Prideaux embsCrked on 
lake Ontario, wim the army dtfstinld agrnnst Niagara, and, on 
the sixth, landed about three miles from the fort He imme- 
diately commenced a siege, in the progress of which he was 
killed, by the bursting of a shell. Th^ command devolved upon 
sir William Johnson. An army of French and Indians ap- 
proaching soon after, he detached a part of his forces to meet 
them. A battle ensued ; the English gaiiied the victory, which 
fvas followed by the surrender of the fort. 

61. Greneral Amherst, to whom was assigned the expedition 
against Ticonderogfi, found so many difficulties to surmount, 
that he was unable to present himself before that place until late 
in July. It was immediately abandoned by the enemy. The 
British general, after repairing the worl^, proceeded against 
Crown Point On his approach, tfak was also deserted, the 
^lemy retiring to the Isle aux Noix. To gain possession of this 
post, great efforts were made, and much time ccmsumed; but a 
succession of storms on lake iPhamplain, prevented success. 
Oeneral Amherst was compelled to lead back his army to Crown 
Point, where he encamped for Ae winter. 

62. The expedition against Quebec, was the most daring and 
important. That place, strong by nature, had been made still 
stronger by art, and had received the appropriate appellation of 
the Gibraltar of America. Every expedition against it had 
failed. It was now commanded by Montcalm, an officer of 
distinguished reputation ; and an attempt to reduce it must have 
seemed chimerical to any one but Pitt He judged, rightly, that 
the boldest and most dangerous enterprises are oft;en the most 
successful. They arouse the enei^es of man, smd elevate them 
to a level with the dangers and difficulties to be encountered, 
especial^ when committed to ardent minds, glowing with 
enthusiasm, and emulous of glory. ^ 

63. Such a mind he had discovered in general Wolfe, whose 
conduct at Louisbui^h had attracted his attention. He appointed 
him to conduct the expedition, and gave him for assistants, 
brigadier generals Moncton, Townshend, and Murray; all, like 
himself, young and ardent. Earlj in the season, he sailed from 
Halifax, with eight thousand troops, and, near the last of June, 
landed the whole army on the island of Orleans, a few miles be- 
low Quebec. 

64. From this position he could take a near and dbtinct view 
of the obstacles to be overcome. These were so great, that even 
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the bold and sanguine Wolfe perceived more to fear than to 
hope. In a letter to Mr. 1^, written before commencing 
operations, he declared' diat he saw but little prospect of redur 
cing the place. 

65. Quebec stands on the north sideof Ihe St Lawrence^ and 
consists of an upper and lower town. The lower town lies 
between the river and a bold and lofty ennnence^ which runs 
parallel to itf far te the westward. At the top of t^ia eminence 
is a plain, upon which the t^per town is situi^ted. iBelow, or 
east of the city, is the river St Charies, whose channd is rough, 
and whose banks are steep and hrcken^ A short distance 
farther down, is the river Montmoreney; and between these two 
rivers, and reaching from one to the other, was encamped the 
French army, strongly entrenched and at leaflt equal in number 
tothatofiheEn^isfa. 

66. General Wolfe took possetnon of Point Levi, on the bank 
of the rivar oppo^te Quebec, ai^ from that position cannonaded 
the town. Some injury was done to the houses, hut his ciomon 
were too distaqit to make any impression iipon the worics of Ae 
•enemy. He resolved to qijdt tfa& post, to land below Mon^o«> 
fancy, and passing that river, to attack the French gem^ral in hi9 
•entrenclmients. 

67. He succeeded in lamding his troops, and, with a portion 
of his army, crossed the Montmorency. A partial engagement 
took place, in vdiich the French obtsdned the advantage. Re» 
linquishing this plan, he then determined, in concept with the 
admiral, to destroy the French shipping and magazines. Two 
attempts were unsuccessful ; a third was more fortunate, yet but 
little was effected. At this juncture, intelligence arrived that 
Niagara was taken,that Ticonderoga and Crown Poii^ had been 
abandoned, but that general Amherst, instead of pressing forward 
to their assistance, was preparing to attack the Isle aux Nov^ 

68. Wolfe rejoiced at the triumph of his brethren in arm3, but 
could pot avoid contrasting their success with his own.iU Icnrtuneu 
His mind, alike lofiy and susceptible, was deeply im{Hressed by 
the disasters at Montmorency ; and the extreme chagrin of \& 
spirits, preying upon his delicate frame, sensibly afiected hi^ 
health. He was observed frequently to sigh; and, as^if life was 
only valudble while H added to his ^ory, he deckgr^ed to his in- 
timate Mends, that he would n(^ survive t(ie disgrace which he 
hna^^ned would attend the feilure of his enterprise. 

69. DespaMnff of success below the town:, he next directed 
bis efforts towards effecting a landing above it He removed a 
part of his army to Pouat Levi, and the remainder higher up tfie 
river. He now found that, on this quarter, the fortification^ 
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were not strdng ; and dktcovered that ^e heights behmd them 
might possibly be gained, by ascending the precipice in a narrow 
path, which was defended only by a captain's guard. 

70* The difficulties attending this enterprise were numerous. 
The current was rapid, the shore shelving, the only landing 
place so narrow that it might easily be missed in the dark, and 
the steep above, such as troops, even when unopposed, could 
not ascend without difficulty. Yet the plan, though bold and 
hazardous, was well adapted to the desperate situation of afiairs, 
and was deftermined on. 

71. To conceal their intention, the admiral retired several 
leagues up the river. Daring the evening, a strong detach- 
ment was put on board the boats, and moved silently down with 
the tide, to the place of landing, where they arrived an hour be- 
fore day break. Wolfe leaped on shore, was followed by the 
troops, and all instantly began, with the assistance of shrubs and 
projecting rocks, tb climb up the precq)ice. The guard was 
di^rsed, and, by the dawn of day, the whole army gained the 
heights of Abraham, where the different corps were formed un- 
der their respective leaders. \ 

72. Montcalm, at first, could not believe that the English had 
ascended the heights. When convinced of the fact, he compre- 
hended the full advantage they had gained. He saw that a battle 
was inevitable, and prepared for it with promptness and courage. 
Leaving his camp at Montmorency, he advanced towards the Eng- 
lish army, which was formed in oixler of battle to receive him. ^ 

73. The French advanced briskly. The English reserved 
their fire until the enemy were near, and then gave it with deci- 
sive effect. Early in the engagement, Wolfe was wounded in 
the wrist, but, preserving his composure, he continued to encou- 
rage his troops. Soon after, he received a shot in the groin. 
This painfuKwound he also concealed, placed himself at the 
head of the grenadiers, and was leading them to the charge, when 
he received a third and mortal wound. 

74. Undismayed by the fall of their general, the English con- 
tinued their exertions under Moncton, who, in a short time, was 
himself wounded, and the command devolved upon Townshend. 
About the same time, Montcalm received a mortal wound, and 
the second in command also fell. The left wing and centre of 
the French gave way. Part were driven into Quebec, and part 
over the river St. Charles. 

75. On receiving his mortal wound, Wolfe was conveyed into 
the rear, where, careless about himself, he discovered, in th« 
agoniesi of death, the most anxious soHcitude concerning the fate 
of the day. From extreme faintness, he had reclined his head 
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on the ann of an office, but was soon arouBed bj the cry oj^ 
" they fly, they fly." « Who fly ?" exclaimed the dying h^^. 
<< The French," answered his attendant <« Then," said he, 
<< I die contented," and immediately eiq^ired. A death so glo- 
rious, and attended by circumstances so interestmg, has seldon^ 
been recorded in history." 

76. Five days after the battle, the city surrendered, and re^^ 
ceived an £n^ish, garrison. The FVench concentrated their 
remaining forces fft Montreal, and, early in the spring, made at- 
tempts to regain possession of Quebec. Unsuccessful in these, 
tibej returned to Montreal, towards vMeh the whole British force 
in America, under the command of, general Amherst, wi» ap- 
proaching. This force was too strong to be resisted. In Sep- 
tember, 1760, that city surrendered, and soon after all the 
French posts in Canada fell into the power of the English. 

77. In the odier parts of the world, their arms were equally 
successful ; and, at the commencement of 1763, a peace, mghly 
advantageous to their interests, was concluded at Paris. By the 
treaty, France ceded to Great Biitain all her northern settle- 
ments in America, which relieved the colonies from ^e conti* 
nual dread of savage incursions. 



CHAPTER XV. 



REVOLUTION 



IN the late brilliant contest, England had made unprecedent- 
ed exertions. At its close, she found that, though she had en- 
circled her name with glory, and added extensive territories to 
her empire, she had increased, in proportion, the burdens of her 
subjects, having added three hundnsd and twenty millions of dol- 
lars to the amount of her debt. To find the means of defraying 
the annual charges of this debt, and her other increased expen- 
ditures, was the first and difficult tai& of her legislators. 

2. Regard for their own interest ami popularity impelled 
them to avoid, if possible, imposing the whole burden upon 
themselves and their fellow subjects at home ; and thdr thou^ts 
^we turned to the colonies, as the source whence alleviation 
aoiaasistance might be derived. On their account, U: was ak 
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leged, the contest had been nvaged; they would share the advan- 
tages of its glorious tennlnation, and justice required that they 
should also defray a portion of the expenses. 

3. To adopt this expedient, the British ministry were the 
more naturally led by the opinion which all the European go- 
vernments entertained of the relation between the mother coun- 
try and her colonies. They were supposed to be d^>endent on 
her will ; their inhabitants a distinct and subordinate class of sub- 
jects, and their interests entirely subservient to her aggrandize- 
ment and prosperity. 

4. Acting upon these principles, Great Britain had, by her 
laws of trade and navigation, confined the commerce of the 
colonies almost vriioUy to herself. To encourage her own arti- 
zans, she had even, in some cases, prohibited the establishment 
of manufactories ia America. Tliese restrictions, while they 
Inoreased her revenue and wealth, greatly diminii^ed the profits 
of the trade of the colonies, and sensibly impeded their internal 
prosperity. They were most injurious to New-England, where 
the sterility of the soil repelled the people from the pursuits of 
agriculture ; there they were most frequentiy violated, and there 
the arfoitnuy mode of enforcing them, by writs of assistance, 
awakened the attention of a proucf and jealous people to their 
natural ri^ts, to their rights as English subjects, and to the 
rights granted and secured by their charters. 

5. lb the beginning of the year 1764, the British parliament 
enacted a law imposing duties upon certain articles of merchan- 
dise, to be paid in the colonial ports. Mr. Grenville, the prime 
minister, ako proposed a resolution, ^< that it would be proper 
to charge certain stamp duties on the colonies," but postponed 
the consideration of that subject to a future session. As it was 
foreseen that the law would be disregarded, if extraordinary 
measures were not adopted to enforce it, provision was made 
that all penalties for v^lations of it, and of all other revenue 
laws, mi^t be recovered in, the admiralty courts. The judges 
of these courts -were dependent solely on the king, and decided 
the causes brought before them, without the intervention of a 

6. Intelligence of these proceedings occasioned, in America, 
great and universal alarm. They were considered the com- 
mencement of a system of taxation, which, if not vigorously re- 
sisted, would, in time, be extended to every article of commerce, 
and to every intemsd source of income ; and if the colonists 
could be deprived in <me class of causes, why not in all, of that 
inestimable privilege, the trial by jury 1 

7. The general court of Massaichusetts, at tiieir sessioii ui 
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Jane, took this kw into con^deration. The house of represen- 
tatives sent a spirited letter of instructioivs to their agent, in 
England, in which they denied the right of pariiament to impose 
duties and taxes upon the people not represented in the house of 
commons ; and directed him to remonstrate against the duties 
imposed, and the stamp act in contemplation^ Thej also ac- 
<}uainted the other colonies with the instructions they had given 
to their agent, and desired their concurrence in the mode of op- 
position adopted. In the course of the year, several otiier colo- 
nies, particularly New- York and Virginia, remonstrated in re- 
spectiul, hilt decided terms, against the proceedings of parlia- 
mei^ 

8. In these several state papers, the right of Great Britain to 
collect a tax in the colonies, was explicitiy denied ; and the de- 
nial was supported by clear and powerful arguments. It waa 
stated that the first emigrants came to America with the un- 
doubted consent of the mother country ; that all the expenses of 
removal, of purchasing the territory, and, for a long time, of 
protection from savage warfare, were defrayed by private indi- 
viduals, except in the single instance of the settiement of Crew- 
gia: that charters, under the great seal, were given to the emi- 
grants, imparting and securing to them a^d to their descend- 
ants, all ^e rights of natural bom English subjects; that of 
these rights, none was more indisputable, and none more h^hly 
valued, than that no subject could be deprived of his property 
but by his own consent, expressed in person or by his represen- 
tative ; that taxes were but grants, by the representative, of a 
portion of his own property, and of that of tibose who had au- 
thorized him to act in their behalf. Could it be just, it was 
asked, that the representatives of Englishmen ^ould << give and 
grant" the property of Americans 1 With what safety to the 
colonies, could the right of taxing them be confided to a body of 
men three thousand miles distant, over whom they had no con- 
trol, none of whom could be acquainted with their situation or 
resources, and whose interests would impel them to make the 
burdens of the colonists heavy, that their own might be light? 

9. But, besides infringing the rights of freemen, the measure 
was neither equitable nor generous. Tiie colonies had domes- 
tic governments which they alone su[^orted ; in the late war, 
their exertions had been greater, in proportion to their abili^^ 
than those of England ; they also had contracted debts which 
they must themselves pay ; the taxes laid by many of the ass^n- 
Wies, were higher tiian tiiose paid by the inhabitants of England ; 
u tiie war had been waged on their account, it was because, aa 

""^^ tiiey were beneficial to the mother country ; and from 
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Its happy termmation, they derived no advantage which was 
the source of ultimate profit to her. 

10. Upon men who entertained the strictest notions of a 
nial dependence, and parliamentary supremacy, these »rgnm€ 
had HUle effect. The minister was not diverted from his p 
pose. In March, 1765, he laid before parliament a bill, impos 
stamp duties on certain papers and documents used in Hae cc 
nies. At the first residing, it was warmly opposed ; by so 
because it was impolitic, by two only because it was a vidat 

'of right. 

11. The bin Was supported by Charles Townshend, ab 
Bant orator, on the side of the ministry. At the conclusion 
an animated speech, he demanded : << And these America 
children planted by our care, nourished by our indulgence, p 
tected by our arms, until they are grown to a good d^ree 
strengtii and opulence, will they grudge to contribute their tc 
to relieve us from the heavy load of national expense which 
He under P 

12. Colonel Barre, immediately rishig, indignantly and e 
'<juently exdaimed : " Children plcmted hy your care! ;^ 
Tour oppressions planted them in America. They fled fin 
your tyranny into a then uncultivated l^d, where they w< 
exposed to all the hardshq[)s to which human nature is liabl 
and among ot|iers, to the cruelties of a savage foe, the most si 
tie, and I will take upon me to say, the most terrible, that e\ 
inhabited any part of God's earth. And yet, actuated by pr 
eiples of true English liberty, they met all these hardships w 
pleasure, when they compared them with those they suffered 
tiieir own counti^, from men who should have been their friem 

13. " Tfiey nourished hy your indidgenee ! No. They gn 
by your neglect. When you began to care about them, that a 
was exercised in sending persons to rule over them, who yn 
the d^uties of some deputy sent to spy out &eir liberty, to m 
represent their actions, and to prey upon them ; whose be! 
vior, on many occasicms, has caused die blood of those sons 
liberty to recoil within them ; m«i promoted .to the hi^est sei 
of justice, some of whom were glad, by going to a foreign cou 
try, to escape being brought to the bar of justice in their ovt 

14. " They •protected by your arms ! They have nobly tak 
tip arms in your defence. They have exerted their valor, ami< 
their constant and laborious industry, for the defence of a con 
try which, while its frontier was drenched in blood, has yield 
all its little savings to your emolument. Believe me, and i 

• fiicniher I tlus day toid you so, the same spirit wliich actuat 

L 
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that people at first, still continues 'iVith them *, but prudence for 
bids me to explain myself farther^ 

15. << God knows I do not at this time speak from party heat^ 
However superior to me in general knowledge and experience^ 
any one here may be, I claim to know more of America, having 
been conversant in that country. The people there are'^as truly 
loyal as any subjects the king has ; but they are a people jealoua 
of their liberties, and will vindicate them if they should be vio 
lated. But the subject is delicate ; I will say no more." 

16. Eloquence and argument availed nothing. The bill wa3^ 
almost unanimously passed* The night afler, Doctor Franklin, 
then in England as agent for Pennsylvania, vnrote to Chaiies 
Thompson : " The sun of liberty is set ; you must light up the 
candles of industry and economy." " Be assured," said Mr. 
Thompson, in reply, ** that we shall light up torches of quite 
an other sort ;" thus predicting the commotions which followed. 

17. The act provided that all contracts and legal processes 
should be written on stamped paper, which was to be furnished, 
at exorbitant prices, by the government, or should have no force 
in law. Information of its passage was received in all the colo- 
nies^with sorrow and dismay. They saw that they must either 
surrender, without a struggle, then* darling rights, or resist 'the 
government of a nation, which they had been accustomed to re- 
gard with filial respect, and was then the most powerful in the 
world* 

18. The general assembly of Virginia were in session when 
the information airived. Of that body, Patrick Henry, a young 
man, but a distinguished orator, was a member. Near the clo^e 
of "die session, he proposed five resolutions, in the first four of 
which were asserted the various rights and privileges claimed by 
the colonists, and, in the fifUi, the right of parliament to tax 
America, was boldly and expUcitly denied. These he defended 
by strong reason and irresistible eloquence, and they were adopt-* 
ed by a majority of one. 

19. The next day, in his absence, the fifth resolution was re- 
scinded ; but that and the others had gone forth to the worlds 
and imparted higher animation to the friends of freedom. They 
were a signal to the resolute and ardent ; they gave encourage** 
ment to the timid and cautious : they were industriously but 
privately circulated, in the principal cities, until they arrived in 
New-England, where they were fearlessly published in all the 
newspapers. 

20. Nearly at the same time, and before the proceedings of 
Virginia were known in Massachusetts, her general court adopt- 
ed measures to procure a combmed opposition to the ofiensird 
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laws. They passed a resolve proposing that a congress of dele- 
gates from the several colonies, s^uld be held at New- York, and 
addressed letters to the other assemblies, earnestly soliciting 
iheir concurrence. 

21. These legislative proceedings took place in May and 
June, 1765. They were the moderate and dignified expression^ 
of feelings, which animated, in a more intense degree, a great 
majority of the people. In New-England, associations, for the 
ptirpose of resisting the law, were organized, assuming, from 
Barre's speech, the appellation of " Sons of Liberty ;" pam* 
phlets were published vindicating the rights of the colonies ; 
and the public journals were filled with essays pointing out the 
danger which threatened the cause of liberty, and encouraging a 
f>old and manly resistance. 

22. Excited by these publications, a multitude assembled iu 
Boston, on the 14th of August, burned the effigy of Andrew 
Oliver, who had been appointed stamp-distributer, and demo- 
lished a building which &ey supposed he had erected for his of- 
fice. Fearful of- farther injury, MrJ Oliver declared his inten- 
tion to resign, when the people desisted from molesting him. 

23. Several days afterwards, a mob beset the house of Mr. 
Story, an officer of the detested admiralty court. They broke 
hi. ^dowB, destroyed bis furniture, Jd burned his papei^. 

^ They then proceeded to the house of lieutenant-governor 
-Hutchinson, by whose advice, it was supposed, the stamp act had 
heen passed. They entered it by force. Himself, his wife, and 
children fled. His elegant furniture was carried ofi* or destroyed. 
The partitions of the house were broken down, and the next 
morning nothing but the bare and desolate walls remained. 

24. When intelligence of these proceedings reached Newport, 
m Rhode Island, the people of that place assembled and com- 
mitted similar outrages. Two houses were pillaged, and the 
fl^tamp-distributer, to preserve his own, was obliged to give to 
the leader of the exasperated populace a written resignation of 
^hls office. In Connecticut, similar commotions were also 
quieted by the resignation of the distributer of stamps for that 

' ?5. In N^w-York, the people displayed equal spirit, but less 
.tuiHbulence and rage. The obnoxious act was printed, under 
-the Me of « The folly of England, and the ruin of America," 
and thus exhibited for sale m the streets. At an early period, 
-the stamp-distributer prudently resigned his office; and when 
toe stamped paper arrived, it was deposited for safe keeping ux 
*he fort A mob required the lieutenant-governor to place it in 
ilMsir bands. He refused ; but, terrified by their menaces, co 
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rented ta deliver it to the magistrate^, who deposited it in the 
city hall. Ten boxes, which afterwards arrived, were seized 
by the people, and cmnmitted to the flames. 

26. So general was the opposition to the law, that the stamp 
oflScers, in all the colonies, were compelled to resign. In Bos- 
ton, care was taken, on the one hand, to prevent the recurrence 
of violent proceedings, and, on the other, to keep in full vigor 
the spirit of resistance. A newspaper was established, having 
for its device a snake divided into as many parts as there were 
colonies, and for its motto, "join or die." Mr. Oliver was re- 
quired to resign his office, with more ceremony and solemnity, 
under a large elm, which had, from the meetings held under it| 
received the name of the tree of liberty. • 

27. In October, the congress recommended by Ma^sachusettsTf 
convened at New- York. Delegates from six provinces only 
were present. Their first act was a Declaration of Rights, in 
which they asserted, that the colonies were entitled to all the 
rights and hberties of natural bom subjects within the kingdom 
of Great Britain, the most essential of which were the exclusive 
right to tax themselves, and the privilege of trial by jury. A 
petition to the king, and a memorial to both houses of parliament, 
were also agreed on ; and the colonial assemblies were advisej 
to appoint special agents to solicit, in concert, a redress of 
grievances. To interest the people of England in the cause of 
the colonies, the merchants of New-York directed their corres- 
pondents, in that country, to purchase no more goods until the 
stamp act should be repealed. Immediately after, non-importa- 
tion agreements were adopted in the other colonies, and associa* 
tions were organized for ihe encouragement of domestic mazui- 
factures. To avoid the necessity of stamps, proceedings in the 
courts of justice were suspended, and disputes were settled by 
.ari)itration. 

28. In the mean time, an entire change had taken place in 
the British cabinet, and a proposition to repeal the staunp act 
was, by the new ministry, laid before parliament An interesting 
debate ensued. Mr. Grenville, the late prime minister, decla- 
red, that to repeal the act under existing circumstances,. wouUI 
degrade the government, and encourage rebellion, " When,'* 
he demanded, "were Uie Americans enaancipated ? By what 
law, by what reason, do they ungratefully claim exemption from 
defraying expenses incurred in protecting them ?" 

29. William Pitt, he who had wielded, with such mighty ef- 
fect, the power of England, in the late war, rose to reply. He 
^egpetted that he had not been able to attend in his place, and 

>po8e the law on its passage. " It is now an act that has 
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tmssed, ^ I would speak with decency of every act of this house ; 
hut I must beg the indulgence of this house to speak of it with 
freedom. Assuredly a more important subject never engaged 
your attention; that subject only excepted, when, nearly a 
centuFfT ago, it was the question whether you yourselves were 
ibond or free ? 

30. " Those who have moken before me, with so much ve- 
hemence, would maintain the act because our honor demands it. 
But can the point of honor stand opposed against justice, against 
TeasOn, against right ? It is my opinion that England has no right 
to tax the colonies^ At the same time, I assert the authority of 
ibis kingdom over the colonies to be sovereign and supreme, in 
ievery circumstance of government and legislation whatsoever. 

31. << Taxation is no part of the governing or legislative pow- 
^r. The taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of the commons 
^one ; when, therefore, in this house, we give and grant, we 
{give and grant vdiat is our own. But in an American tax, what 
do we do ? We, your majesty's commons of Great Britain, give 
^nd grant to your majesty — whail Our own property? No. 
We give and grant to your majesty the property of your com- 
pnons in America. It is ^ absurdity in terms. 

32. << It has been asked, when were the Americans emanci- 

Eated 1 But I desire to know when they were made slaves* I 
ear it said, that America is obstinate; America is almost in 
open rebellion. I rejoice that America has resisted. Three 
millions of people, so dead to all the feelings of liberty as volun- 
jtarily to submit to be slaves, would have been fit instruments to 
make slaves of ourselves. 

33. << The honorable member has ssdd, for he is fluent in 
!Words of bitterness, that America is ungrateful. He boasts of 
his bounties towards, her. But are not these bounties intended 
finally for the benefit of this kingdom ? The profits of Great 
Britain, from her commerce with the colonies, are two millions 
a year. This is the fund that carried you triumphantly through 
the last war. The elates that were rented at two thousand 
pounds a year, seventjr years ago, are at three thousand pounds 
at present. You owe this to America. This is the price she 
pays you for protection. 

34. << A great deal has been said without doors, and more 
than is discreet, of the power, of the strength of America. In a 
^ood cause, on a sound bottom, the force of this country can 
crush America to atoms. But on the ground of this tax, when 
It is wished to prosecute an evident injustice, I am one who will 
lift my hands and my voice against it. In such a cause, your 
success would be deplorable and victory hazardous. America, 

L2 
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if Ae M, would &I1 Kke the strcmg man. She would embnbce 
the pillars of the matej and pull down the constitation along with 
her." 

35. The s^itiments of this great statesman prevailed in pap- 
liament; The Btaxap «ct was repealed ; but another act was 
passed declaring that ^<the legislature of Great Britain has 
authority to make laws to bind the colonies in all cases what- 
soever." The merchants of London rejoiced at this jrepeaL 
'Jthey had felt the effects of the colonial non-importation agvee^ 
ments, and dreaded that still more injurious consequences would 
follow. 

36. But far greater were die rejoicings of the Americans^ 
They had obtained the object for which they had cont^idedi 
They regarded the dedaratory act as the mere reservation of • 
wounded pride, anil welcomed with transport the o{^ortunity of* 
again cherisdiing their former aflection for the hand of their 
fathers. The assemblies of sey^*al colonies voted thebr thaafapi 
to Mr. Pitt, and to others in £ngland, who had supported dieir, 
cause ; and that of Virginia resolved to erect an obelisk to their, 
honor, and a marUe statue of the king, as a memorial of gratb^ 
tude. / 

87. By the people of New-England and New-YoA leaa joy 
was felt and less gratitude displayed. The laws in^KMUig dutiet 
on their trade were «ti]l in force. The courts of admuralt^ 
sitthtg without juries, still retained jurisdiction of jaiH revenae 
causes. Their repeated contests with their governors, had 
weakened their attachment to the nation that appointed them^ 
and confirmed their republican principles. They still remem# 
bered the past and entertained suspicions of the fiiture, 

38. The very next year events occurred which justified 
these suspicions. A law of parliament, which remained unre*' 
pealed, directed that whenever troops should be marched into 
any of the colonies, quarters, rum, and various necessary artides^ 
should be provided for them, at tiie ejqtense of the colony. The 
assembly of New- York refused obedience to this law, consider* 
ing it an indirect mode of taxing them without their consent. 
To punish this disobedience, parliament immediately suspended 
the authority of the assembly. It was easily seen tiiat nothing 
had been gained, if this power of suspension, for sudi a cause, 
existed, and could be exercised at pleasure. 

39. The alarm, occasioned by this act of demotic power, 
was increased by a measure, which, under the auspices of a new 
ministry, was adopted in June, 1767. Axluty was imposed by 
parli»nent on the importation into the colonies, of glass, tea, 
and ottier enumerated articles, and provision wa^ made for the 
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fl^ypointment of commissicmers of the ei»toaas to be de|[)endent 
fioldj on the crown. 

40. Earif in the next year^ the general court of Massachn- 
^ettSy puTBokig the same coorBe as in 1764, addressed a letter to 
their agent in London, containing able argomentB against those 
duties, and requested him to communicate the letter to the mi- 
mstrjr. They also sent to the other colonial assemblies, a circu- 
lar tetter, m Tdndh these arguments were repeated, and suggest- 
ed the ejqpedienoj of acting in concert, in all endeavors to ob 
tsdn redress. ^ 

41. These proceedings incensed and alarmed the ministry. 
They feared that a union of the colonies would give them strength 
^uid confidence, and determined if possR>le to prevent it. They 
instructed Sir John Bernard, then governor of Massachusetts, to 
reipiire iHae general court to rescind the vote directing the ch*cu- 
)ar tetter to be sent, and in case of refusal to disBoh« it The 
governor cmnmunicated these instructions to the house of repre- 
sentatives, which, by a vote of ninety-two to seventeen, refused 
torescmd, and was acoordin^y dissolved. 

42;' The att^npt to intimidate dad but strengthen o{^osition. 
The non^importation agreements, which had been lately aban-^ 
doned, were renewed, and more extensively adopted. The citi* 
eeas of Boston met, and proposed that a convention of delegates 
from^e several towns in the province, should be held at that 
place. Nearly every town accordingly sent ddegates. Thb 
convention, though it disclaim,ed all legal authority, was regard- 
ed with tiie same respect as a legitimate assembly. Its proceed- 
ings were unimportant, but by its sessions in tiie m^ropolis of 
New-England, the people became accustomed to pay deference 
to a body of men deriving all their authority from the instruc- 
^nff of their constituents. 

4^ On so many occasions had the refractory spirit of the 
pitieens of Boston been displayed, that general Gage, who was 
pommander-in-chief of all the troops in tiie colonies, was ordered 
to station a regiment in that town, as well to overawe the citi- 
zens, as to protect the officers of the revenue in the discharge of 
th€ir duty. Before the order was executed, the seizure of a 
eloop belonging to Mr. Hancock, a popular leader, occasioned a 
liot, in which those officers were insulted and beaten. The 
general, on receiving information of this event, sent two regi- 
meslB instead of one, and on the first of October tl^y arrived in 
the harbor. 

44. 1^ ships that brought them, taking a station tiiat com- 
manded thfe whole town, lay with their broadsides towards it, 
rea^ to fire should resistance be attempted. The troops, with 
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loaded muskets and fixed bayonets, then landed ; and, the select 
men having rtfused to provide quarters, thej took possession of 
the State-house. All the rooms, except one reserved for ^e 
council, were filled, and two pieces of cannon were placed near 
the principal entrance. 

45. With indignant and exasperated feelings, the people vnt« 
nessed this threatening di^laj of nulitary force. They saw the 
hall of their venerated leg^ature polluted by the tread of foreign 
mercenaries. They saw soldiers parading their streets and 
guards mounted at die comers. They were challenged as they 
passed, and the unwelcome din of martial music often disturb^ 
dieir repose. They knew that intimidation was the object, and 
felt a stronger determination to resist than had before aoimated 
their bosoms. ^ 

46. Resolutions, in the mean time, had been adopted in paiw 
liament, censuring, in the strongest terms the conduct of the 
people of Massachusetts, and directing the governor to maka 
fitrict inquiry, as to all treasons comnutted in that province,^ 
since the year 1667, in order that the persons most active ii^ 
committing them might be sent to Englajul for trial. 

47. These resolutions rendered it sufficiently evident tha* 
Great Britain had determined to adhere to the system of mea-. 
sures she had adopted. In May, they were taken into consid^ 
ration by the house of burgesses of Vir^nia. In suiMky reso- 
lutions, they reasserted the right of the colonies to be exempted 
from parliamentary taxation, and declared that seizing persons 
in the colonies, suspected of having committed crimes therein, 
and sending them beyond sea to be tried, violated the rights of 
British subjects, as it deprived them of the inestimable right ol 
being tried by a Jury of the vicinage, and of producing witnesses 
on their trial. 

48. While these resolutions were under discussion, the hoasey 
apprehensive of an unmediate dissolution should the subje^ 
of thek deliberations be known to the governor, closed their 
doors. The instant Aey were opened, a message waa an- 
nounced, requesting their attendance before hun. « Mr^ Speak- 
er," said he, " and gentlemen of the house of burgesses. I have 
heard of your resolves, and augur ill of theb effects. You have 
made it my duty to dissolve you, and you are dissolved accord- 
ingly." 

49. This, like every previous measure of mtimidation, ex- 
cited, to a still higher degree, the spirit of opposition. The 
members assembled at a private house, elected their speaker to 
preside as moderator, and unanimously formed a non-imporU- 
^on agreement similar to those previously adopted at the north. 
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In a few weeks, the example of Virgirua was fdlowed by most 
of the southern colonies. 

50. To the citizens of Boston, the troops quartered among 
Hbern were a painful and irritating spectacle. Quarrels occur- 
ring daily between them and the populace, increased the animo- 
sity of each to ungovernable hatreds At length, on the evening 
of the fiflh of March, an affiray took place in King-street, [since 
called State-street,] in which a detachment of &e troops com- 
manded by captain Preston, afler being insulted, pelted with 
snow balls and dared to fire, discharged their muskets upon the 
multitude, killing four persons and wounding others. 

61, The drums were instantly beat to arms, and several thou- 
sand people assembled, who, enraged by the sight of the dead 
bodies of their fellow citizens, slain in a cause dear to them all, 
prepared to attack a larger detachment which had been sent to 
support their comrades. In this state of excitement, they were 
addressed by lieutenant-governor Hutchinson, who appeared in 
the midst of them. Thou^ personally obnoxious, he calmed 
their fiiry, anid prevailed upon diem to disperse until morning. 

52. '!nie next day, captain Preston and 1^ party were arrest- 
ed and conmiitted to prison. The citizens met and appointed a 
.committee to demand the immediate removal of tiie troops from 
ifae town. At this meeting, Samuel Adams, an inflexible pa- 
triot, was distinguished for his decision and boldness. After 
jsoime hesitation, on the part of the commanding officer, they 
irere sent to castle William, and were accompanied by several 
.officers of the customs who dreaded the indignation of the people. 

53. Three days afterwards, the funeral of the deceased took 
place. It was conducted with great pomp and unusual ceremo- 
nies, expressive of the public feeling* The shops were closed. 
The bells of Boston, Roxbury, and Charlestown were tolled. 
Four processions, moving firom different parts of the town, met 
at the hJtal spot, and proceeded thence towards the place of in- 
terment. This united procession comprised an immense num- 
ber of people on foot and in carriages, all displaying the deepest 
grief and indignation. The bodies were deposited together in 
the same vault. 

54. When the passions of the people bad in some degree sub- 
Sided, captain Pi^ston and his soldiers were brought to trial. 
They were defended by John Adams, and Josiah Qumcy, two 
able lawyers, and distmguished leaders of the popular party. 
For nearly six weeks, the court were employed in examuiing 
witnesses, and in listening to the arguments of counsel. Captain 
Preston, not having ordered his men to fire, was acquitted by 
the jury. Of the soldiers, six were also acquitted, there being 
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no positive testimony that they fired upoa the people ; and two 
were acquitted of murder, as great provocation was offered, but 
found guilty of manslaughter-^a result evincing the integrity of 
the jury and the magnanimity and upri^tness of the coonsd 
for the accused. 

65. While these events were occurring in the colonies, an 
attempt, supported by the prime minister, was made in Eng- 
land, to repeal all the laws for rdsing a revenue in America. 
The parliament, with a mixture of timidity and obstinacy, 
characteristic of the councils of the nation at that period, relin- 
quished all the duties but that on tea, and this they unwisely 
retained to assert and display their supremacy over the colonies. 

56. This partial repeal produced no change in the sentiment? 
of the people. By rendering the contest more clearly a contest 
of principle, it sanctified their conduct in their own view and' 
ennobled it in that of the world. The non-^importation agree- 
ments, however, were made to correspond with the altered law- 
Tea only was to be excluded from the country ; and this articlit 
of luxury was banished from the tables of all who were frWn [I e 
to American rights. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



REVOLUTION. 



THE years 1771 and 1772 were not distinguished by any 
important event. The southern colonies, more agricultural 
than commercial, sufiered but little from the operation of the 
laws of trade, and, having mostly popular governors, Continued 
tranquiL In Massachusetts, various causes contributed, to in- 
crease the discontent which previously existed. Governor 
Hutchinson, having adjourned the general court to Salem, re- 
fused, notwithstanding reiterated remonstrances, to permit them 
to return to Boston. He withdrew the provincial troops from 
the castle and supplied their place with regulars, as the British 
troops were then called. He declined receiving his salary from. 
the colonial treasury, stating that his majesty had assigned to 
him, and also to the judges, permanent and honorable salaries, 
^ be paid in Great Britain. These measures were highly 
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impopubar, and especially the last which released those officers 
from all dependence on the people. 

2. To ascertain the sentiments of the inhabitants ; to enlighten 
tiie remotest parts ot the province by diffusing intelligence, and 
distributing poHticsl essays ; and to produce concert in mea- 
sures., James Warren and Samuel Adams su^ested and pro- 
cured the appointment, in every town, of committees of corres- 
pondence. By the agency of these, resolutions and addresses, 
sometimes in^ammatory and always spirited, were speedily con- 
veyed through the country, arousing the attention of all and ex- 
horting to perseverance in the cause of liberty. This example 
was soon after followed in other colonies ; and in 1773, at the 
«mggestion of the Virginia assembly, standing committees were 
appointed, by the colonial legislatures, to correspond tvith each 
other. This institution, when more active opposition becamd 
necessary, was found extremely useful. 

3. In this year. Dr. Frankun obtained in London a number 
of original letters from governor Hutchinson, lieutenant-gov-* 
emor Oliver and others, to their correspondents in parliament. 
In these letters, the opposition in Massachusetts was stated to 
be confined to a few factions individuals who had been em- 
boldened by the weakness of the means used to restrain them. 
Measures more vigorous were recommended : and the ministry 
were urged to take from the people and exercise themselves 
the power of appointing counsellors and all colonial magistrates. 
These letters he transmitted to Boston. 

4. The source and occasion of the offensive proceedings of 
parliament were now disclosed. The pas^ons of the people 
were highly inflamed, and ^e weight of popular indignation 
fell upon the authors of these letters. The central committee 
of correspondence, at Boston, sent printed copies, enclosed in 
a spirited circular, to all the towns in the province. And the 
general court, in several resolutions which were also published, 
animadverted with severity upon the misrepresentations and 
advice contained in the letters, thus increasing the irritation 
^•hich their discovery and perusal had occasioned. 

5. Meanwhile the tea of the East India company, not find- 
ing a market in America, accumulated in their warehouses in 
England. Encouraged by the government, they r^olved to 
/export it on theu* own account, and appointed consignees in the 
various sea-ports in the colonies. Those in Philadelphia were 
induced, by the disapprobation expressed by the citizens, to 
decline their appointment. In New-"tork, spirited handbiUs 
Were circulated menacing with ruin every person who should 
be concerned in vending tea, and requiring the pilots, at their 
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peril, not to conduct ships, loaded with that article, into the 
harbor. Intimidated by these proceedmgs, the captains of tlie 
tea siiips, bound to those ports, returned with their cargoes to 
England. 

6. In Boston, inflammatory handbills were also circulated, 
and meetings held ; but the consignees, being mostlj reladvcs 
of the governor, and reljring on his support, refused to decl!ii6 
their appointments. Their refusal enraged the citizens, and 
the community became agitated by the operation of highly ex 
cited passions. Meetings were more frequently held. The 
committees of correspondence were every where active. The 
people of the country exhorted theii* brethiien in Boston to act 
worthy of their former character, worthy of " Sons of Liberty j**^ 
upon whose conduct, in the present emei^ncy, every thing 
depended. 

7. On the 29th of November, a ship, laden with tea, came 
into the harbor. Notifications were immediately posted up 
inviting every friend to his country to meet forthwith and con- 
cert united resistance to the arbitrary measures of Britain. A 
crowded meeting was held, and a resolution adopted, " that 
the tea should not be landed, that no duty should be paid, and 
that it should be sent back in the same vessel." A. watch was 
also organized to prevent it from being secretly brought on 
shore. 

8. A short time was then allowed for the captain to prepare 
to return home with his cargo. Governor Hutchinson refused 
to grant him the requisite permission to pass the castle. O^er 
vessels, laden with tea, arrived. The agitation increased, and 
on the 18th of December, the inhabitants of Boston and the 
adjoining towns assembled to determine what course should be 
pursued. At this important meeting, Josiah Quincy, desiroud 
that the consequences of the measures to be adopted should be 
first seriously contemplated, thus addressed his fellow citizens. 

9. " It is not, Mr. Moderator, the spirit that vapors within 
these walls that will sustain us in the hour of need. The pro- 
ceedings of this day will call forth events which will make a 
very different spirit necessary for our salvation. Whoever 
supposes that shouts and hosannas will terminate our trials, 
entertains a childish fancy. We must be grossly ignorknt of 
the value of the prize for which we contend ; we must be 
equally ignorant of the power of those who have combined 
against us ; we must be blind to that inveterate malice and 
insatiable revenge which actuate our enemies, abroad and in 
th!r ^^^^> *^ ^^P® that we shall end this controversy without 

** 'Sharpest conflicts—or to flatter ourselves that popular re- 
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solves, popular harangoes, and pc^ular acclamations, will van- 
quish our foes. Let us consider Uie issue ; let us look to the end ; 
let us weigh and deliberate, before we advance to those mea- 
sures which must bring on the most trying and terrible strug^e 
this country ever saw.** 

10. In the evening the question was put, " Do you abide by 
your formcar resolution to prevent the landing of the tea ]" The 
vote was unanimous in the affirmative. Application was again 
made to the governor for a pass. After a short delay, his re- 
fusal was communicated to the assembly. Instantly a person, 
disguised like an Indian, gave the war whoop from the gallery. 
At this signal, the people rushed out of the house and hastened 
to the wharves. About twenty persons, in the dress of Mo- 
hawks, boarded the vessels, and, protected by tl^ie crowd on 
shore, broke open three hundred and forty-two chests of tea 
and emptied their contents into the oCean. Their purpose 
accomplished, the multitude returned without tumult to their 
habitations. 

11. These proceedmgs excited the anger of parliament and 
the displeasure of the British nation. Pundslnnent, not a change 
of measures, was resolved upon. An act, closing the port of 
Boston, and removing the custom house to Salem, was passed, 
and was to continue in force until compensation should be made 
for the tea destroyed ; another act was passed, taking from the 
general court and giving to the crown the appointment of coun- 
sellors ; and general Gage was made governor in the place of 
Mr. Hutchii^n. 

12. Intelligence of the Boston port bill occasioned a meeting 
of the citizens of the town ; they were sensible that " the most 
trying and terrible struggle" was indeed now approaching, but 
felt unawed by its terrors. They sought not to shelter tiiem- 
selves from the storm by submission, but became more reso- 
lute as it increased. They daclared the act to be unjust and 
inhuman, and invited their brethren in the other colonies to 
unite with them in a general non-importation agreement. 

1 3. A similar spirit pervaded ahd animated the whole coun- 
try. Addresses from tiie adjacent towns, and from every part i 
of the continent, were sent to the 'citizens of Boston, applaud- 
ing their resolution, exhorting them to perseverance, and assur- 
ing them that they were considered as suffering in a common 
cause. In Virginia, the first day of June, when the law began 
to operate, was observed as a public and solenm fast. With 
devout feelings, the divine interposition was implored, in all 
the cliurches, to avert the evils of civil war, and to give to the 

M 
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people one heart and one mind, firmly to oppose eveiy invadon 
of their liberty, 

14. The same day was observed, with similar solemnity, in 
most of the other colonies ; and thus an opportunity was pre- 
sented to the ministers of the gospel to dispense political in- 
struction, to paint, in vivid colcnrs, the sufferings of the citizens 
of Boston, and to warn their congregations, that, should Great 
Britain succeed in her schemes, the danger to their religious 
would be as great as to their civil privileges ; that a tame sub- 
mission to the will of parliament, would inevitably be followed 
by bishops, tithes, test acts, and ecclesiastical tribunals. 

15. The sufferings of the inhabitants of Boston wer^ indeed 
severe. Nearly all were compelled to be idle. Many, by 
loss of employment, lost their sole means of .support In this 
extremity, contributions in money and provisions were for* 
warded to them from all the colonies, as proofs of sympathy in 
their distresses, and of approbation of their having met and 
manfully withstood Jthe first shock of arbitrary power. 

16. Gradually and constantly had the minds and feelings 
of the Americans been preparing for this important crisis. 
That enthusiastic patriotidm which elevates the soul above all 
considerations of interest or danger had now become^their rol- 
ihg passion. The inhabitants of Salem spumed advantages to 
be derived from the punishment inflicted on a sbter town, for 
its zeal in a sacred and common cause. '^ We must," said 
they, in a remonstrance to the governor, " be dead to every 
idea of justice, lost to all feelings of humanity ; could we in- 
dulge one thought, to seize on wealth, and raise our fortunes 
from the ruin of our suffering neighbors.'' 

17. In June, the general court assembled at Salem, and 
among their first acts were, the recommendation of a continental 
congress, which had been suggested by (he committee of corres- 
pondence in Virginia, and the choice of delegates to attend it 
While engaged, with closed doors, in this business, goivemor 
Gage, who had received a private intimation of their purposes, 
dissolved the court by a proclamation which was read upon the 
steps. In all the other colonies, except Georgia, delegates 
were also chosen. 

18. On the 5th of September, these delegates met at Phila- 
delphia. Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, was unanimously, 
elected president, and Charles Thompson, secretary. It was 
determined that each colony should have but one vote, whatev^ 
might be the number of its deputies, and that all their transac- 
tions, except such as they might resolve to publish, should be 
kept iuviolably secret 
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19. Resolutions were then adopted, expr^sing the Sjrmpathy 
of eongress in the sufferings of their countrymen in Massachu* 
eetts, and highly approving the msdom and fortitude of their 
conduct. They also resolved that the importation of goods 
from Great Britadn should cease on the first day of the succeed- 
ing December, and all exports to that country on the 10th of 
September, 1775, unless American grievances should be sooner 
redressed. These resolutions possessed no legal force, but never 
were laws more fadthfully observed. 

20. In other resolutions, they enumerated certain rights, 
which, as men and English subjects, '^they claimed, demanded, 
and insisted on ;'' and recounted numerous violations of those 
rights by parliament. Addresses to the people of Great Britain, 
jto the inhabitants of Canada, and to their constituents, were pre- 
pared and published ; and an affectionate petition to the king 
"was agreed upon. 

21. In these able and important state papers, the claims, 
principles, and feelings of their constituents are clearly and 
^oquently set forth. They glow with the love of liberty, they 
display a determination, too firm to be shaken, to defend and 
preserve it at every hazard ; they contain the strongest profes- 
sions of attachment to ^e mother country, and of loyalty id 
the king. A desire of independence is expressly disavowed. 
^* Place us,'* say the congress, " in the situation we were in, 
at the close of the last war, and our form^ harmony will be 
restored.?' "We ask," say they in their petition, "but for 
|)eace, liberty, and safety. We wisli not a diminution of the 
prerogative, nor do we solicit the grant of any new right in our 
^vor. Your royal authority over us, and our connexion with 
Great Britsun, we shall always carefiilly and zealously endeavor 
to support and maintain." 

22. These papers, going forth to the world, made die cause 
of the colonies Imown throughout Europe, and conciliated those 
iwho had embraced liberal principles in politics, or felt displea- 
sure at the pride and haughtiness of Britain. Their tone of 
manly enei^, and the knowledge they displayed of political 
science, excited universal applause and admiration. 

23. " When your lordrfiips," said Mr. Pitt, in the British 
senate, " have perused the ptq[>ers transmitted to us fi*om Ameri- 
ca ; when you consider the di^ty, the firmness, and the wisdom, 
with which the Americans have acted, you cannot but respect 
their cause. Hiatory, my lords, has been my favorite study ; 
and in the celebrated writings of antiquity I have often admired 
the patriotism of Greece and Rome ; but, my lords, I must de^ 
^bre and avowy that in the master states of the wprld, I know not 
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the people nor the senate, who, in such a complication of diSir 
ciA circumstances, can stand in preference to the delegates of 
America assend>led, in general congress, at I^iiladelphia. I 
trust that it is obvious to jour lordships, that all attempts to im- 
pose servitude upon such men, to establish despotism over such 
a mightj continental nation, must be vain, must be futile." 

24. In America, the proceedings of congress were read witlk 
enthusiasm and veneration. Their reasonings confirmed the con- 
viction, strongly felt by nearly the whole people, of the perfed 
justice of their cause. In the address to themselves, they wer6 
admonished ^< to extend their views to mournful events, and to 
be in all respects prepared for every contingency." Great ef 
fojrts were consequendy made to provide arms and all the muni« 
tions of war. Independent companies w«re formed ; voluntary 
trainings were frequent ; the old and the young, the rich snd 
the poor devoted their hours of amusement and of leisure, to ex- 
ercises calculated to fit them to act a part in the anticipated con- 
flict. The country was alSve with the bustle of preparation, 
and in every countenance could be read the expectation of im- 
portant transactions, in which aU must participate. 

25. Complete unannnity, however, did not exist Some of 
the late emigrants from Ekigland, the most of those who held 
offices by her appointmei^ many whose timidity magnified 
her power, chmg to her authority, and as the crisis s^roached, 
declared themselves her adherents. These were denominated 
tones ; the firiends ofiiberty, whigs — ^names by which the ad- 
vocates of arbitrsury power, and the friends of constitutional 
liberty, were distingu&hed in England. 

26. General Gage, who had been recently appointed gover- 
nor of Massachusetts, withdrew, firom other posts on the conti- 
nent, several regiments of troops, and aicamped them on the 
common, in Boston. He afterwards erected fortifications on the 
Neck, a narrow isthmus which unites the town with the main 
land ; and on the ni^ of the first of September, he seized the 
powder deposited in the provincial arsenal at Cambridge. 

27. The people, meanwhfle, were not iifle. They appointed 
delegates to a provincial congress, which assembled in the be- 
ginning of October. Mr. Hancock was chosen president, and 
the delegates resolved, that, for the defence of the provmce, a 
military force, to consist of one foiuth of die miliUa, stould be 
oi^anized and stand ready to march at a minute's warning ; that 
money should be raised to purchase milkary stores ; and they jqp- 
pointed a committee of supplies, and a comxnMee of safety, to 
bM during the recess. 

28. The more southern provinces, particulariy Pennsylvania, 
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Ylrginia, and Maryland, displayed the same love of Hb^rty and 
detennination to resist ; provincial congresses were convened, 
committees appointed, and resolutions passed, designed and 
adapted to animate those who, in Massachusetts, stood in the post 
of danger, and to excite in aU hearts that devotion to country 
which is alone capable of sustaining a people in an arduous 
Btruggle with a superior foe. , 

29. In the parliament of Great Britain, American affairs 
came on to be discussed, in the beginning of the year 1775. 
Several plans of conciliation were brought forward by the oppo- 
sition and rejected ; but one, proposed by lord North, the prime 
minister, was adopted. The purport of it was, that if any colo- 
ny would engage to contribute a sum satisfactory to his majesty, 
for the common defence, the parliament would forbear to tax 
that colony, so long as the contribution was punctually paid. 
This plan conceded nothing. To iVeaken the colonies by divid- 
ing them was so evidently the object, that all indignantly spumed 
the proffered terms. 

80. In connexion with this conciliatory prq>osition, as it was 
called, measures of punishment and intimidation were adopted. 
The northern colonies were prohibited from fishing on the banks 
oif Newfoundland, additional restrictions were imposed upon the 
trade of all of them, and several ships of the line, and ten 
thousand troops, were sent to America. 

31. In the debates in parliament, the friends of the colonies, 
although few, were animated in. their praise and eloquent in 
their defence. The adherents of the ministry indulged in the 
grossest abuse and ridicule. The Americans, they said, were 
natinrally cowaixis, habitually lazy, and constitutionally feeble ; 
they were incapable of discipline ; and a small force would be 
sufficient to conquer thenu This ignorance of their character, 
which was general throu^out England, doubtless caused the 
ministry to persist in measures which, had their information been 
correct, they would never have ventured to undertake. 

32. On the evenmg of the 18th of April, general Grage des- 
patched from Boston a body of eight hundred troops, to destroy 
a quantity of provisions and military stores deposited, by the 
committee of supplies, at Cnncord. Intelligence of this move- 
ment was sent to Lexhigton and Concord a few hours before the 
troops embarked. The ringing of bells and the firing of signal 
guns brought the minute men together. £arly the next morning, 
Siose of Lexington assembled on the green near the meeting- , 
house. A few minutes afterwards, the advanced body of the 
regulars approached within musket shot Major Pitcaim, ■ 
riding forward, exclaimed, " Disperse, you rebels, throw dowb 

• ■ " M2 
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your arms and disperse." Not being instantlj ob«yed, he dis- 
charged his pistol and ordered his men to fire. They fired and 
killed seversd. The militia dispersed ; but the firing contmued. 
in the whole, eight were killed, some of whom were shot in 
their concealment behind the fences. 

33. The detachment proceeded to Concord. The minute 
men of that town had also assembled ; but, being few in number, 
they retired on the approach of the regulars. These entered 
the town ind destroyed the provisions and stores. The minute 
men were reinforced and advanced again towards the regulars; 
A skirmish ensued, in which captain Davis, of Acton, was killed. 
The British troops were compelled to retreat^ leaving behind 
them several killed and wounded. 

34. The wbole country was now in anns, and the troops re- 
treated with precipitation. The militia not only pressed upon 
their rear, but placed themselves singly behind trees and stone 
walls, and, from these secure coverts, fired upon them as they 
passed. At Lexington they met a reinforcement under lord 
Percy, which general Gage had despatched on receivmg informa- 
tion of the occurrences there in the morning. 

35. After resting a moment, the whole body proceeded towards 
Boston. In their progress they were more and more harassed 
by the provincials, whose number hourly increased, and who be- 
came in proportion more adventurous. Having an intimate 
knowledge of all the roads, they could pursue with less fatigue, 
and meet the enemy unexpectedly at the various windings ; and 
being all experienced marksmen, their shots seldom failed of 
effect. At sunset, the regulars, almost overcome with fatigue, 
passed along Chariestown Neck, and found, on Bunker's Hill, 
a place of security and repose. 

36. In this engagement, sixty-five of the royal forces ware 
killed, one hundred and eighty wounded, and twenty-eight made 
prisoners. Of the provincials, fifty were killed, thirty-four were 
wounded, and four were missing. The killed were lamented 
and honored as the first martyrs in the cause of liberty. In the 
various sections of country from which they came, hatred of 
Great Britain took still deeper root ; and New-England, con- 
nected more than any other part of tiie world, as one great 
family, by the closest intimacy of all the inhabitants, universally 
felt the deprivation with a mixed feeling of soirow and rage. 

37. Intelligence of the battle of Lexington £|>read rapidly 
through Massachusetts, and the adjoinmg provinces. The 
fanner left his plough in the furrow, the mechanic dropped the 
utensil in his hand, and seizing thw arms, all hastaaed to the 
""^TTons of Boston. In a few days, a large army was assembled. 
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which, under the command of general Wsffdj of Massachusetts, 
and genera] Putnam, of Connecticut, closely invested the town, 
and alarmed general Oage for the safety of his garrison; 

38. In the remoter provinces, the intelligence was considered 
of solemn and alarming import. The great drama was opened, 
and the part which each should take must immediately be chosen. 
By many a resort to arms had never been anticipated. To them, 
the decision was more painful ; but all the colonies, except 
Georgia, adopted at once the heroic resolution to unite their 
fortunes with those of New-England. 

39. Connecticut had poured mrth her full proportion of hardy 
yeomanry to man the lines around Boston ; but several, who re- 
mained at home, conceived the project of surprising Ticondero- 
ga, a fortified post on the western shore of lake Champlain, and 
commanding the entrance into Canada. They communicated 
their design to colonel Ethan Allen, of Vermont, who, upon 
their arrival at Castleton with forty men, met them there at the 
head of two hundred and thirty Green Mountain boys. The 
next day, captain Benedict Arnold, of Connecticut, who, upon 
the first alarm, had hastened to Boston, arrived from that place, 
having conceived the same project and been authorized, by the 
committee of safety in Massachusetts, to uiniertake it. 

40. Allen and Arnold, at the head of the Green Mountain 
boys, hastened to Ticonderoga, and the remainder of the party 
to Skeensborough. On the night of the ninth of May, about 
ei^y, all that the boats could carry, crossed the lake, and, at 
dawn of day, landed near the fortress. They advanced to the 
gateway. A sentinel snapped his fusee at colonel Allen and re- 
treated. The Americans, following, found the commander in 
bed. Colonel Allen demanded the surrender of the fort. " By 
what authority do you demand it?" "In the name," replied 
Allen, " of the Great Jehovah and the Continental Congress." 
The British officer, having but fifty men, saw that resistance 
would be vain, and agreed to surrender. 

41. When the remainder of the party arrived, they were des- 
patched, under colonel Seth Warner, to take possession of 
Crown Point ; and Arnold, hastily manning a schooner, sailed 
to capture a sloop of war lying at the outlet of the lake. These 
two expeditions, as well as that against Skeensborough, were 
successful ; and thus was obtained, without bloodshed, the com- 
mand of those important posts, together with more than one 
hundred pieces of cannon, and other munitions of war. The 
unexpected news of this brilliant success imparted higher courage 
and animation to the Americans. 

42. Most of the militia, who had repaired to Boston, return- 
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ed soon after to their homes, but a sufficient number remained, 
posted near the Neck, to prevent the Britbh from leaving the 
town by land. Between detachments from these and parties 
of regulars, who were often sent to collect forage on the islands 
in the harbor, frequent skirmishes took place, in most of whidi 
the Americans were successful. 

43. In the beginning of June, several transports, filled with 
troops, commanded by generals Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne, 
arrived from England, and general Gage began to act with more 
decision and vjgor. He issued a proclamation declaring those 
in arms, and all who aided tnem, rebels and traitors, and threat- 
ened to punish them as such, unless they immediately returned 
to their peaceful occupations. He promised his majesty's par- 
don to sdl who should in this manner give proof of their repen- 
tance and amendment, excepting Samuel Adams and John Han- 
cock, whose crimes, he alleged, were too fla^dous to admit of 
pardon. 

44. This proclamation, and the arrival of the troops, far from 
dismaying, aroused the people to greater activity and watchful- 
ness. Again the militia assembled and surrounded Boston. 
Unwilling to endure the inconvenience and disgrace of this con- 
finement, general Gage made preparation to penetrate, with a • 
portion of his army, into the country. To prevent diis, the 
provincial generals resolved to occupy Bunker's Hill, an emi- 
nence in Charlestown, situated on a peninsula ibait approaches 
near to Boston. 

45. On the evening of the 16th of June, a thousand men, 
mider the command of colonel Frescot, of* Massachusetts, Cd. 
Stark from New-Hampshire, and captain Knowlton, from Con- 
necticut, were despatched on this service. They were conduct 
ed, by mistake, to Breed's Hill, which was nearer to the water 
and to Boston, than Bunker's. At twelve o'clock, they began to 
throw up entrenchments, and by dawn of day, had completed a 
redoubt eight rods square. As soon as they were discovered, 
they were fired upon from a ship of war and several floating 
batteries Ijring near, and from a fortification in Boston opposite 
the redoubt The Americans, nevertheless, encouraged by gen- 
eral Putnam, who often visited them on the hill, continued to 
labor until they had finished a slight breastwork extending from 
the redoubt eastward to the water. And in the morning th^ 
received a reinforcement of five hundred men. 

46. The temerity of the provincials astonished and incensed 
general Gage, and he determined to drive them immediately 
from theur position. About noon, a body of three thousai^ 
Regulars, commanded by general Howe, left Boston in boats 
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iBUid landed in Charlestown, at the extreme point of the peninsula. 
Generals Clinton and Burgoyne took their station on an emi- 
nence in Boston, commanding a distinct view of the hiU. The 
Bpires of the churches,the roofs of the houses, and all the heights, 
in the neighborhood were covered with people,' waiting, ia 
dreadful anxiety, to witness the approaching battle. 

47. The regulars, forming at the place of landing, marched 
slowly up the hill, halting frequently to allow time to the artille- 
ry to demolish the works. While advancing, the village of 
Charlestown, containing about four hundred houses, was set on 
fire by order of general Gage. The flames ascended to a lofty 
height, presenting a sublime and magnificent spectacle. The 
Americans reserved their fire until the British were within ten 
rods of the i^oubt ; then, taking a steady aim, they began a fu- 
rious discharge. Entire ranks of the assailants fell. The ene- 
my halted and returned the fire ; but that from the redoubt con- 
tinuing incessant and doing great execution, they retreated in 
haste and disorder down the hill, some even -taking refuge in 
their boats. 

48. The oflScers were seen running hither and thither, col- 
lecting, arranging and addressing their men, who were at length 
induced again to ascend the hill. The Americans now reserved 
their fire until the enemy had approached even nearer than be- 
fore, when a tremendous volley was at once poured upon them. 
Terri^ed by'^the carnage around them, they again retreated with 
precipitation, and such was the panic that general Howe was 
left almost alone on the hill side, his troops having deserted him 
and nearly every officer around him being killed. 

4^. At this moment, general Clinton, who had observed from 
Boston the progress of the battle, feeling that British honor was 
at stake, hastened with a reinforcement to the assistance of his 
coimtrymen. By his exertions, the troops were a third time 
rallied, and were compelled by the officers, who marched behind 
them with drawn swords, to advance again towards the Ameri- 
cans. The fire from the ships and batteries was redoubled, and 
a few pieces of cannon had been so placed as to rake the inte- 
rior of the breast work from end to end. 

60.. The provincials, having expended their ammunition, 
awaited in silence the approach of the regulars. The latter en- 
tered the redoubt. The former, having no bayonets, defended 
themselves, for a short time, widi the hutt end of their muskets. 
From this unequal contest they were soon compelled to retire. 
As they retreated over Charlestown Neck, the fire from the 
floating batteries was incessant ; but, providentially, a few only 
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were killed. The enemy had sustained too much injurr to think 
of pursuit 

51. In this desperate and bloodj conflict, the rojral forces 
consisted, a^ has been stated, of three thousand men, and the 
provincials of but fifteen hundred. Of the former, one thou- 
gand and fifly-foar were l^ed and woun^d ; of the latter, four 
hundred and fifiy-three. This disparity of loss, the steadiness 
and bravery displayed by their recent,' undisfciplined levies, oc« 
casioned among the Americans the highest ejniltation, and, in 
their view, more than counterbalanced the loss of position. If 
this is a British victory, how maixy such victorie^^ th^y trium- 
phantly asked, can their army achiev^^thout ruin I 

52. But de^ and beart^felt sorrow was. intermingled with 
their rejoicings. Among the killed, was doctor Warren, a pa- 
triot, who, i^t an early period, had espoused with warmth the 
cause of freedoiaa ; who had displayed great intrepidity in seve- 
f*al skirmishes ; had four days before been elected major gene- 
ral ; and had, on .the fatal day, hastened to the field of battle, to 
serve his country as a volunteer. For his many virtues, his ele* 
gant manners, his generous devotion to his country, his high at- 
tainments in political science, he was beloved and respected by 
his repubhcan associates ; and to him their afiections pointed as 
a future leader, in a cause dear to their hearts, and intimately 
connected with their glory. 

53. In the midst of these military transactions^ a continental 
congress assembled at Philadelphia. It compi^ised delegates 
jfrom twelve colonies, all of whom weret animated with ^deter- 
mined spirit of opposition to pariiamentary taspition. A n^ajori-> 
ty, however, had not yet formed the hiMrdy resolution to separate 
from the mother ccnmtry, and aim at independence. The mea< 
sures partook 0|f the opposite feelings of the members. BIr. 
Hancock, the proscribed patriot, was chosen president ; they 
resolved ths^ another humble petition for r^ress of grievaxices, 
should be presented to the kmg; but they also resolved that 
means of defence should be immediately prepared, and proceed- 
ed to the choice of officers to command their united forces. 

54. To induce the firiends of ^liberty in the southern provinces^ 
to embark more warmly in the cause of resistance, the northern 
delegates determined to give their suffrages, for a ccHnmandern 
in-chief, to a person residing in that quarter. Fortunately, one 
was found eminently qualified for the office. By unanimous 
vote of the congress, George Washington, then present asde* 
legate from Virginia, was elected. He had served wiA high 
V«put^ion, in the late war with France ; was d»tinguisbed id 
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ki3 native province for his military knowledge, his great wealthi 
the dignity of his deportment, his unsuspected integrity, and his 
ardent attachment to the interests of his country. 

55. The president, addressing him in his seat, announced to 
him the choice which the congress had made. Washington de- 
clared his acceptance with a diffidence i/diich gave to his great 
talents a brighter lustre ; and assured congress that, as no 
pecuniary compensation could have tempted him to accept 
the office, ^t the sacrifice of his domestic ease and happi* 
ness, he would receive no pay, and would ask only the remune- 
ration of his expenses. Artemas Ward, Charles Lee, Philip 
Schuyler, and Israel Putnam, were then chosen major generals,' 
and Horatio Gates adjutant general^ Lee had lately held the 
office of colonel, and Gates that of major, in the British army. 

56. Congress also resolved that, for defraying ^ expenses 
which might be incurred, bills of credit, or -paper money, to the 
amount of three millions of dollars, should be issued, and pledged 
the. colonies for their redemption. A solemn and dignified de- 
claration, setting forth the causes and necessity of taking up 
arms, was prepared to be published to the army in orders, and 
to the people from the pulpit. After particularizmg the aggres-? 
sions of Great Britain, with the enei^ of men feeli^ unmeritect 
injury, they exclaim : 

57. << But why should we enumerate our injuries in detail? By 
one statute it is declared that parliament can of right make laws 
to bind us in all cases whatsoever. What is to defend us against 
80 enormous, so unlimited a power ? Not^a single man of those 
who assume it, was chosen by us, or is subject to our control or 
influence ; but, op the contrary, they are all of them exempt 
from the operation of such laws, and an American revenue, if 
not diverted from the ostensible purposes for which it is raised, 
would actually lighten their own burdens, in proportion as it 
increases ours. We saw the misery to which such despotism 
would reduce us. We, for ten years, incessantly and ineffec- 
tually besieged the throne as supplicants 5 we reasoned, we re- 
monstrated with parliament in the most mild and decent lan- 
guage. 

58. " We are now reduced to the alternative of choosing an 
unconditional submission to the will of irritated ministers, or re- 
sistance by force. The latter is our choice. We have counted 
the cost of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary 
slavery. Honor, justice, and humanity forbid us tamely to sur- 
render that freedom which we received firom our gallant ances- 
tors, and which our innocent posterity have a right to receive 
from us. We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of resigning 



144 REVOLUTIONARY WAR. £1775 

succeeding generations to that wretchedness which inevitably 
awaits them if we basely entsdl hereditary bondage upon them. 

69. " Our cause is just ; our union is perfect Our internal 
resources are great ; and, if necessary, foreign assistance is un- 
doubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge, asia signal 
instance of the divine favor towards us, that his providence would 
not permit us to be called into this severe controversy, until we 
were grown up to our present strength, had been previously ex- 
ercised in warlike operations, and possessed the means of de- 
fending ourselves. 

60.' " With hearts fortified by these animating reflections, we 
most solemnly, before God and the world, declare, that exert- 
ing the utmost energy of those powers, which our beneficent 
Creator hath graciously bestowed, the arms we have been com- 
pelled by our enemies to assume, we will, in defiance of every 
nazard, with imabating firmness and perseverance, employ for 
the preservation of our liberties, being, with one mind, resolved 
to die freemen rather than to live slaves." 

61. Soon after his election, general Washington, accompa- 
nied by general Lee, and several other gentlemen, set out for 
the camp at Cambridge. In every place through which he 
passed, he received the highest honors. A committee from the 
provincial congress of Massachusetts, met him at Springfield, 
and conducted him to head-quarters, where an other committee 
pcesented him a respectful and affectionate address. 

62. He found the army, cons^ting of fourteen thousand men, 
posted on the heights around Boston, forming a line which ex- 
tended from Roxbury on the right, to the river Mystic on the 
left, a distance of twelve miles. The troops were ardently de- 
voted to the cause of liberty, but destitute of discipline, averse to 
subordination, without powder, without tents, and without most 
of the convenience^^ usually provided for regular armies. 

63. With the assistance of general Gates, he introduced some 
degree of regularity and grstem. Several barrels of powder 
were obtained from New-Jersey, and captain Manly, comman- 
der of the privateer, Lee, captured an ordnance ship, containing 
arms, ammunition, and a complete assortment of such woridng 
tools as \Y6re most needed in the American camp. This provi- 
dential capture was followed by others which supplied the most 
pressing wants of the aiiaiy, enabled it to continue, through the 
year, the blockacfb^ Boston, and contributed greatly to distress 
the enemy, for whose use the cai^oes were destined. 

64. Events occurring this year, in the southern colonies, still 
farther weakened Aj attachment of the people to Great Britain, 
la Virginia, Lord mnmore, the governor, seized by night, some 
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powder belonging to the colony, and conveyed it on board di 
British ship in James river. Intelligence of this transaction 
reaching Patrick Henry, he placed himself at the head of the 
independent companies in his vicinity, and marched towards the 
seat of government, with the avowed purpose of obtaining, by 
force, restitution of the powder, or its value. He was met by s|t 
messenger, who paid him the value of the powder, when he and 
the militia returned to their homes. 

66. Alarmed by tiiis display of spirit and patriotism, lord 
Dimmorie fortified his palace. From this castle, he issued a 
proclamation charging Henry and his associates with rebelliousr 
practik;es, which onended the people, who highly approved their 
conduct. Other causes increasing the popular ferment, he 
quitted his palace, and repaired to a ship of war then lying 9t 
Yorktown. 

66. In November, he issued another proclamation, offering 
freedom to those slaves belonging to rebel masters, who should 
join his majesty's troops at Yorktown. Several hundred, in con- 
sequence, repaired to that place. A body of militia immediately 
assembled, and, while posted near the city, were attacked, with 
great bravery, by the regulars, royalists, and negroes. The 
militia, repelling the attack with equal bravery, gained a decisive 
victory. Lord Dunmore then evacuated the city, and, followed 
by his white and black forces, sought refuge on board the ships 
of his majesty* Soon after, Norfolk, set on fire by his order, 
was mostly consumed, and its destruction was completed by the 
provincials, to prevent the enemy from deriving supplies from 
that quarter. 

67. The governor of North Carolina, following the example 
of lord Dunmore, fortified his palace at Newbem. This caused 
a commotion among the people, which induced him tp retire on 
board a ship in the harbor. While there, he made zealous ex- 
ertions to organize a party in favor of the royal ^alise ; and a 
band of Scotch Highlanders, settled in the interior country, 
listened to his persuasions. On their march to the sea coast, 
they were met by a party of militia, who attacked and dispersed 
them. This early victory secured the predominance of the 
^vhigs, and crushed the hopes and spirits of the tories.' 

68. South Carolma had always, with great unanimity and 
zeal, resisted pariiamentary taxation ; and soon after the battle 
ofXexington, the governor, lord William Campbell, apprehen- 
sive of danger to his person, retired from the province. In July, 
€r€oi^ <5hose delegates to the condnental.congress, increasing 
to THIRTEEN the nttmber of the united coIonies. 

69. The province of New-York contained maay warm adv0 
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6ates for freedom ; but its capital had so long been the head- 
quarters of the British army in America, that many of the prind- 
pal inhabitants, having contracted intimate relations^ with British 
officers, had become devoted to the rojral cause. The assemblj, 
acting under their influence, declined to choose delegates to tibe 
continental congress held in May, 1775; but tlie people, a 
majority of whom were actuated by different feelings, elected a 
provincial congress, by whom those delegates were chosen. 

70. When intelligence of the battle of Lexington reached the 
city, captain Sears, an active and intrepid leader of the ^'sons of 
liberty/' took effectual measures to prevent vessels bound to 
ports in America, where the royal cause prevailed, from ssulii^. 
An association was also formed, consisting of one thousand of 
the principal inhabitants, who bound themselves to assist in car- 
rying into execution whatever measure might be recommended, 
by the continental congress, to prevent the execution of the op- 
pressive acts of the British pariiament. 

71. The ministry, desirous of retainmg in obedience this im- 
portant colony, appointed Mr. Tryon, to be governor over it 
He had before fiUed the same office ; was a man of address, and 
greatly beloved by the people. He came fully empowered to 
gain adherents by dispensing promises and money at his discre- 
tion. The success of his intrigues alarmed congress, who, hav- 
ing particular reference to him, recommended that << all persons 
whose going at large might endanger the liberties of America, 
should be arrested and secured." Gaming early intelligence of 
this, he also sought refbge on board a ship in the harbor. 

72. Although the autunm of 1775 was not distinguished by 
any brilliant c^oit, yet the time of congress and of the com- 
mander-in-chief, was not unprofitably employed. Constant at- 
tention was paid to the discipline of the troops ; arrangements 
were made to obtain a supply of nailitary stores ; the building and • 
equipment of a naval force was conunenced ; two expeditiohs 
Were organi^d and despatched against Canada, one by the way 
of lake Champlain, the other of the river Kennebeck; and 
general Lee, with twelve hundred volunteers from Connecticut, 
was directed to proceed to New-Toric, and, with the aid of the 
inhabitants, fortify the city and the highlands. 

73. The abolition of all legal authority in the colonies was an 
evil for which, though less than had been anticipated, it was yet 
expedient to provide a remedy, New-Hampshire applied to 
congress for sdvice on this subject A favorable opportuni^ 
Was thus presented to the zealous patriots in congress, to pro- 
pose a remedy for the evil, which should, at the same time, ex- 
hibit in practice^the fundamental principle of their political creed. 
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tiiat all le^timate authority must be derived from the people ; 
and should also prepare the way for their darling object, a de- 
claration of independence* 

74. A resolution was introduced, recommending that a con« 
vention of representatives, freely elected by the people of that 
4;olony, ahoiiid be called, for the purpose of establishing such a 
form of government as they might deem proper. It was warm- 
ly opposed by those members who were yet desirous of an ac- 
eommodation with the mother country. An amendment being 
made, providing that the government established should con- 
tinue in force no longer tihan the existing contest with Greaf. 
Britain, tiie resolution passed. Representatives were accord- 
Ingly chosen, who, on the 5th of January, 1776, adopted a writ-' 
ten constitution, acknowledging no source of power but the 
people. In other colonies, tiie same course was soon afterwards 
pursued. 

75. A transaction, displaying the vindictive feelings of the 
British, occurred in October. The ministry had issued orders 
to the officers of the navy to proceed, as in the case of actual 
rebellion, against all the colomal seaports accessible to ships of 
war, which should discover symptoms of attachment to the cause 
of liberty. Fsjmoutii, a flourishing town in Massachusetts^ 
having ^ven some particular offence, its destruction, under color 
of these orders, was resolved on, and captain Mowatt, with four 
ships, was despatched on tiiat service. 

76. The citizens made an effort, l?y negotiation, to avert their 
ruin ; but as the terms which were offered could not be accept- 
ed without dishonor, they were at once rejected. The bom- 
bardment immediately commenced, the town was set on fire, 
and four hundred buildings reduced to ashes. This wanton act 
of devastation was strongly reprobated throughout America, 
and served to inflame, ra&er than to intimidate, the people. 
The town has since been rebuilt, its name changed to PorUand, 
and it is now the capital of Maine* 

77. As the- year 1776 drew near to a dose, the condition of 
the army, employed in the blockade of Boston, engaged the at- 
tention of congress. A speedy adjustment of tiie dispute being 
at first expected, the men had been enlisted to serve only untU 
the first of January. No prospect now appeared of an imme- 
diate accommodation. It was therefore resolved to form a 
new army, to consist of twenty thousand men, and to be raised, 
as far as practicable, from the troops then in service. Unfor- 
tunately it vras determined, that the enlistments should be made 
fpr one year only, an error the consequences of which were af- 
terwapds very severely fdt 
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78. It was supposed that most of those whom patriotism had 
impelled to join the anny, would continue in the service of their 
countiy ; but when the experiment was made, it was found &afc 
their ardor had considerably abated. The blockade of Boston 
presented no opportunity of acquiring glory, by deeds of npble 
daring ; the fatiguing duties of the camp wore upon their spirits, 
affected their health, and produced an unconquerable longing to 
revisit their homes* Notwithstanding the great exertions of 
general Washii)gton, no more than half the estimated number 
had been enlisted at the doae of the year. 

79. The people and the troops, supposmg the army to be 
stronger than it was, expressed great dissatisfaction at the inac- 
tivity of the commander-in-chief, which some imputed to dis 
honorable motives. An attack upon Boston was loudly de- 
manded. Washington three times proposed it to a council of 
war ; but in every instance the decision was unanimous against 
it. At the last time, however, the council recommended that 
tlie town should be more closely invested. On the evening of 
the fourth of March, 1776, the attention of the enemy being 
diverted, by a brisk cannonade, to a different quarter, a party of 
troopili under the command of general Thomas, took possession, 
in silence, of Dorchester heights, and with almost incredible in 
dustry, erected, before mormng, a line of fortifications which 
commanded the harbor and die town. 

80. The view of these works, raised like an exhalation fron^ 
the earth, excited the astonishmient of general Howe, who, on 
the resignation of general Gage, had been appointed comman- 
der-in-chief. He saw that he must immedmtely dislodge the 
Americans or evacuate the town. The next day he onlered 
8000 men to embark in boats and proceeded, by way of t^astle 
Island, to attack the works on the heights. A furious storm 
dispersed them ; the fortifications, in the mean time, were ren- 
dered too strong to be forced ; and general Howe was com- 
pelled to seek safety in an immediate departure from Boston.. 

81. Of the determination of the enemy to evacuate the town^ 
general Washington was soon apprized. The event being cer- 
tarn, he'' did not wish by an attack to hasten it, as the fortifica- 
tions 'at New-York, to which place he presumed they would 
repair, were not in sufficient forwardness to protect it. The 
embarkation was made on the 17th of March ; a few days after, 
the whole fleet set sail, and the American army hastened, by 
divisions, to New- York. 

82. The acquision of this important town occasioned great 
and general rejoicmg. The thanks of congress were voted to 
general Washington and his troops, for theUr wise and spirited| 
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conduct, and a medal of gold was ordered to be struck in com- 
memoration oithe event The British fleet, instead of convej- 
ing the troops to New-York, steered for Halifax, having on 
board a lai^ number of tories and their baggage. 



CHAPTER XVn. 



EXPEDITION AGAINST CANADA. 



IT has been already stated, that two expeditions were des- 
patched agadnst Canada. The command of that, which was to 
proceed by way of lake Cfaamplain, was given to general Schuy- 
ler of New- York. The number of troops to be employed was 
fixed at three thousand, and they were to be drawn from NeW' 
York and New-England. Governor Carieton, gaining inteDi- 
gence of the project, despatched about eight hundred men to 
strengthen the works at St Jdins, on the river Sorel, a position 
commanding the usual entrance into Canada. 

2. Brigadier general Montgomery, a young o£Bicer of brilliant 
talents, and ambitious of glory, was ordered to proceed in ad- 
vance, with the troops, then in readiness, and attack thb impor- 
tant position, before it had been made too strong to be taken. 
When commencing his career, the glory and fate of Wolfe were 
present to his thou^ts, and to his wife his parting words were, 
<< you shall never blush for your Montgomery." General 
Sdhuyler soon followed, and on arriving at Isle aux Noix, in the 
vicinity of the British works, he addressed a proclamation to the 
CanadianSv exhorting them to join their brethren in the cause of 
fireedom, and declaring that the American army came as friends 

* of the inhabitants, and as enemies only of the British garrisons. 

3. The fortification at St. Johns being found stronger than 
was anticipated, general Schuyler returned to Albany to hasten 
the departure of the remaining troops, artillery, and munitions of 
war. He was prevented, by a severe iUness, firom agam joming 
the army, and me chief command devolved upon Montgomery. 
On receiving a reinforcement, he invested St. Johns : buti>eing 
yet almost destitute of battering cannon and of powder, he made 
no progress m the siege. And the soldiers, carrying with them 
into the field tiiat ^tachment to liberty and equality which gave 

N2 
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birth to the contest, displayed such utter aversion to discipline 
and subordination as increased, in a great degree, his difficulties 
and vexations. 

4. Colonel Allen, the hero of Ticonderoga, had a command 
under Montgomery. Having been tlespatched, with major 
Brown, into the interior of Canada, he was, on his return, per- 
suaded by the latter to undertake the rash project of attacking 
Montreal. He divided his detachment, consisting of less than 
three hundred men, into two parties, intending to assail the ci^ 
at opposite points. Major Brown was prevented from executing 
his part of the enterprise. Colonel Allen and his small party, 
opposed by the whole force of the enemy under governor Carle- 
ton, fought with desperate valor. Many were ^led ; the aur- 
vivers, overpowered by ^numbers, were compelled to surrender. 
The governor, viewing Allen, not as the intrepid soldier, but as 
a factious rebel, loaded him with irons and sent him to England 
for trial. 

5. On the 18th of October, a fortunate event brightened th^ 
prospects of the Americans. Fort Chamblee, situated several 
miles north of St. Johns, was supposed to be beyond their reach, 
and was but slightly guarded. A detachment under majors 
Brown and Livingston, attacking it unexpectedly, gained posses- 
sion of it with little loss. Several pieces of cannon, and 120 
oarrels of powder, were the fruits of the victory. The Ameri** 
cans, encouraged by success, immediately, in defiance of the 
continual fire of the enemy, erected a battery near fort St. 
John's, and made preparations for a severe cannonade, and an 
assault, if necessary. 

6. At this juncture, Montgomery received intelligence of an 
action between governor Carleton and a body of Green Moun- 
tain boys commanded by colonel Warner. The former, elated 
by his victory over Allen, collected about eight hundred regulars, 
militia and Indians, with the view of raising the siege of St 
John's. In full confidence of silccess, they left Montreal, em- 
barked in boats, and proceeded towards the southern shore of tfae^ 
St. Lawrence. In the bushes at the water's edge colonel War- 
ner, having received information of their purpose, concealed 
three hundred men, who, when the enemy approached the shore, 
poured upon them a fire so unexpected and destructive, that the 
flotilla returned, in confusion, to Montreal. 

7. On the first of November, Montgomery commenced a 
heavy cannonade of the enemy's works, which was continued 
through the day. In the evening, he sent to the British com- 
naaiider, by one of govertior Carleton's men, who had been made 
pnaouer by colonel Warner, intelligence of the governor's de- 
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feat, and demanded the surrender of the fort. It was accord* 
ingly surrendered, and the next morning entered by the Ameri- 
can troops. 

8. Montgomery hastened to Montreal, and, at th^ same tune, 
despatched down the Sorel, the mouth of which is below that 
city, a naval force to prevent the escape of the British to Quebec. 
Governor Carletoh, believing the city not tenable, quitted it in 
the night, and, in a boat with muffled oars, was conveyed through 
\he American squadron. The next day, gaieral Montgomery 
entered the city, and althou^ no terms were granted to the in- 
habitants, he treated them with the kindness of a fellow citizen, 

declaring that the property, rights, and religion of every indivi- 
dual shouM be sacredly respected. i 

9, By his benevolence and address, he gained the affections 
of the Canadians, many of whom joined his standard. More, 
however, of his own troops, whose term of enlistment had ex- 
jnred, insisted on returning to their homes. So dear to them 
were the delists of the domestic fireside, and so vividly were 
they recalled to memory by the severe duties of the campaign, 
that the high character of the commander, his address, his en- 
treaties, availed nothing to induce them to proceed on 4ie expe- 
dition. With die remnant of his army, consisting of no more 
than three hundred men, he began his march towards Quebec, 
^xpecting to meet there an other body of troops sent to act in 
concert with him. 

10. These troops were a detachment from the army before 
Boston, consisting of one thousand men, and commanded by 
colonel Arnold; who, as a soldier, was adveiiturous, impetuous, 
and fearless ; as a man, overbearing, avaricious, uid profligate. 
Their route lay along the coast to ^e mouth of the Kennebec, 
in Maine, thence up that river to its source, and thence, over 
lo% mountains, through a wilderness unexplored by civilized 
man, to the ri^er St. Lawrence. They were unable to begin 
their march before the middle of September ; on the 22d, they 
embarked in boats, at Gardner, on the Kennebec, and proceeded 
to ascend that river. 

11, They found the current rapid, and the navigation inter- 
rupted by frequent cataracts. Around these they were obliged 
to draw, by hand, their provisions, arms, and even their boats. 
Nor was their route on land less diflScult. They had deep 
fiwamps to pass, and craggy mountains to ascend. The toil was 
aso incessant, and the fatigue so great, that many, falling sick, 
^ere sent back, and along with these the rear division, com- 
manded by colonel Enos, returned without the knowledge of 
iUnold. 
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12. Before they reached the height of land, provisiond became 
scarce. Dogs, cartridge boxes, and shoes were eaten. At the 
summit, the whole stock was divided equally among them, eadi 
receiving but two quarts of flour as his pordon. The order of 
march was no longer observed. The soldiers were directed to 
proceed, singly or by companies, as they might choose, slowly 
or with speed, as they were able, to the nearest Canadian settle- 
ment, then one hundred miles distant When the tompznj, 
whose superior strength enabled them to keep in advance, were 
thirty miles from any human habitation, the last morsel of food 
had been consumed. 

13. In this extremity, Arnold, with a few of the most vigorous, 
made a forced march to the first village, and returned to his al- 
most famished companions, with food sufficient to satisfy the 
first wants of, nature. Refreshed and strengthened, they has- 
tened forward, and, on the fourth of November, arrived at the 
French settlements on the river Chaudiere, having been thir^- 
two days without seeing the abodes of civilized man; and having, 
in that time, performed a march unexampled for its temerity and 
hardship. 

14. The inhabitants welcomed them with cordial hospitality. 
Though separated, in a great measure, from die world, they had 
heard of the dispute between Great Britain and her colonies, 
and as the very name of liberty is dear to the heart of man, their 
sympathies were all enlisted on the side of the latter. Arnold 
distributed proclamations among them similar to those issued by 
general Schuyler. As soon as the scattered soldiers were as- 
sembled, he continued his march, and, on the ninth of November, 
arrived at Point Levi, opposite Quebec. 

15. Nc^ing could exceed the surprise and astonishment of 
the citizens on seeing a body of hostile troops, emerging from 
the southern wilderness. Had Arnold, at this moment of panic, 
been able to cross the river, the city must have fallen an easy 
conquest ; but boats were not at hand, and a furious storm, oc- 
curring at the time, rendered crossing impossible. 

16. Having procured boats, and the storm having abated, he 
crossed the river on the night of the 13th, and landed near the 
place where Wolfe had landed in the preceding war. Mountii^ 
the same steep ascent, he formed his troops on the plains of 
Abraham, and marched towards the city. Convinced, by a 
cannonade from the walls, that the garrison were ready to re- 
ceive him, he returned^ encamped on the plain, and on die 18th 
marched to Point aux Trimbles, twenty iniles from Quebec, 
where he determined to await die arrival of Montgomery. 

"*7. Hecame on the first of December. Howgreat wasthe joj, 
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;andhow lively the grat«iations, they only can imagine, wh^, 
after long absence and Suffering, have met, in a foreign httdy 
their friends and former companions. Arnold's troops fyd, in- 
deed, great cause of rejwcing. They were entirely /estitute 
pf winter clothing, and had endured extreme distress^rom the 
severity of the cold. Montgomery had brought a WP^7 from 
Montreal, which he immediately distributed amoE^Aem, 

18. Their united force amounted to no moB^an nine hun- 
dred effective men. On the fifth, the gen^, at the he^cy 
these, appeared before the city, and seni^^ with dLsymmt^ 
to surrender. The delay which had >^n place, h;«a enabled 
governor Carieton to increase the swigth of the Vorks, aftd to 
change the sentiments ^of the ci^^ns from frwmlship for the 
iimericans, to hptfdfify. He/wdered big tr^s to fire ufon 
the bearer ppche flag. ^^ 

19. Mon^om^ soon discovered the defectl^^ of ^i^riends, 
and perceived that he must depend upon his f^^ ^orce alone for 
the accomplishment of his object. Whc^i he compared this 
force with that of the enemy, whoi w6re ^<teen hundred strong ; 
•vlien he reflected that his troops w^^ recent levies whose 
lerni was nearly expired, and whose ^^^ts w«re fixed upon 
their iKHnes, his hopes of succes* became ^^unt, wid his fore- 
bodings gloomy He believed^ however, ^^ success was pos- 
sible, and his high sense of fionor and of duty impelled him to 
bazard/Very thing to obldin it for his country. 

20r iHe first determined to batter the wsdls, and harass the 
city, by repeated and furious attacks, hoping tha^ an opportunity 
m^ht occiur of striking some decisive blow. He raised a mound , 
composed of snow and water, which soon became ice, and 
there planted his ciannons, six only in number. After a short 
trial, they were found inadequate, and this plan was abandoned. 

21. Meanwhile, the snow fell incessantly, the cold became 
ii^nse, and the sufferings of the troops, fix>m the rigor of the 
season and their continued toil, surpassed all that they had evei 
before felt, or witnessed, or imagined. To increase their dis- 
tr^ss^ the small pox broke out in the camp, presenting death in 
a new shape, and adding to the severity of their labors, by les- 
sening the number to bear them. In the midst of these trials, 
their attachment to the cause, and devotion to theii^ commander 
remained unabated ; but these, he reflected, must soon give 
way before such severe and constant suffering ; and for himself, 
he determined to make immediately a bold and desperate effort. 

22. Assembling his ofl&cers, he proposed to storHi^e city. 
Pe placed before them the motives which operated upon his 
own miod. He did not deny that the enterprise was highly 
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c^cult and dangerous, but maintained that success was posa^ 
ble. He addressed a band of heroes whose sentiments were 
congenial with his own, and the decision was unanimous in 
favor ol his proposition. The plan and time of attack were 
concerte6, and to each officer was assigned his particular duty 

23. On^he last day of December, at four o'clock in the mon?- 
ing, while a violent snow storm was raging, the troops naarched 

^'*rom the camp 4n four columns, commanded by Montgomery, 
N^ld, LivingstOK, and Brown. The two latter were durected 
to Wk^ feigned attars upon the upper town, in order to dis- 
^^® ^^ntion of thv (garrison ; while the two former pro- 
ceedeil to asisault the lower town at of^site points. 

24. Livingswjn and Brown, impeded by the snow, did not ar- 
nw in season to ^ecute their feihts. Montgomery^ advancing, 
at the head ofsMs column, along the bank of the river, came to 
a barrier or stod^de of strong posts. Two of these he sawed 
off with his own h^. The guard wiJhin were alarmed, and 
fled to a block-house>fift3r yards distant, where several pieees of 
cannon were stationedX He passed throu^ the openmg in the 
bamer, encouraging hisW to foUow, The troops at the block, 
house, to whom the guard 1^1 communicated their terror, began 
to desert it X ^ 

25. At this moment, Montgob^ halted, to allow tihe troops, 
near him to form in a body. Obsefvmg this^ delay, a Canadian, 
who Imgered behind, returned to ^ block-^ouse, s«^ed a 
match which was burning, and dischai^ed a cannon Idadedwith 
^rape shot, and fortuitously pointed at the little band. The 
discharge was instantly fatal to Montgomery, and to several 
favorite officers standing around him. The men, seeing thwr 
beloved leader faD, shrank back; colonel Campbell, the next 
in command, ordered a retreat, and that portion of tfie garrison 
stationed at the block-house, wa^ left at liberty to hasten to an- 
other part of the city, ahready in commotion from th^ attack of 
Arnold. 

26. This officer, marching, like Montgomery, at tiie Vead of 
his column, had entered the town. Advancmg along a narrow 
street, which was swept by the grape shot of the enemy, he re- 
ceived a severe wound in the leg, and was carried to the hos- 
pital. Captain McM'gan, aflerwsmds distinguished by his exploits 
at the south, assumed the command. Placing himself at the 
head of two companies, he boldly approached the enemj^s 
worlffl, and entering through the embrasures, drove the men from 
their guns. 

27. Here he halted until the rear of the column came tip. 
w^n time was given for reflection, the danger of their situa^ 
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tbn, a small band in the heart of a hostile city, filled eren Uie 
bosoms of the brave With (hread. Moi^an retained his firmness ; 
and when the momihg dawned, with a voice that resounded 
through the ci^, summoned his troops to the a^ault of a secoiid 
batter7, a short distance in advance of the first 

28. Before this, a fierce combat ensued. Many of the ene- 
my were killed, but more Americans, who were exposed to a 
destructive fire of musketry firom the windows of the houses. 
Some of the most daring mounted the wall, but, seeing, on the 
other side, two ranks of soldiers, with their muc^ets on the 
ground, presenting hedges of bayonets to receive them, should 
they leap forward, they recoiled and descended. 

29. Weary with exertion, and benumbed with cold ; exposed 
to a deadly fire firom every quarter ; their arms rendered useless 
by the snow which continued to fall, the soldiers sought refuge 
in the houses. Perceiving that all farther attempts would be 
vain, Morgan gave the signal of retreat. Some of the men fled, 
but most were unwffling to encounter another tempest of shot. 
They refiised, however, to yield, until assured of the fate of 
Montgomery ; when, losing sdl hope of success and escape, they 
'fiurrendered themselves prisoners of war. 

' 30. The loss of the Americans, in this desperate enterprise, 
was above four hundred, of whom one hundred and fifty were 
killed. The whole continent bewailed the death of Montgome- 
ry. He Was conspicuous, even in those times of enthusiasm, for 
Ids ardent devotion to the cause of freedom. He was endeared 
to the good, by the exercise, in the midst of war, of the amiable 
virtues. His soldiers adored him for his lofly spirit and daring 
bravery. The enemy respected him for his honorable conduct, 
and distinguished military qualities. Until his last enterprise, 
continual success bore testimony to the greatness of his talents ; 
and defeat, when he was no more, confirmed the testimony of 
success. Congress resolved that a monument should be erected 
to perpetuate his fame. It lives yet firesh in the memory of 
Americans, in 1818, New-York, his adopted state, removed 
his remains from Quebec to her own metropolis, where the 
monimient had been placed, and near that they repose. 

31. Some of the Americans, on their escape from Quebec, 
retreated precipitately to Montreal. Arnold, vnih difficulty, 
detained about four hundred, who, breaking up their camp, re- 
tired three miles from the city. Here this heroic band, though 
much inferior in number to the garrison, kept it m contmual 
awe, and, by preventing all communication with the country, 
reduced it to great distress for the want of provisions. 

32. Congress, on receiving mformaUon of the disaster of the 
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31st of December, dil^ected reinforcements to be sent to Canada ; 
and after the beginning of March, Arnold's partjr was almost 
daily augmented bj the arrival of small bodies of troops. But 
its strength did not increase with its numbers. The small-pox 
still continued its ravages ; fiettigiie, without hope, depressed the 
spirits of the soldiers ; the difficulty of obtaining provisions be- 
came eveiy day greater ; and the harsh measures adopted by- 
Arnold to procure them, exas^ra^d the inhabitants around him. 

33. On the first of May, general Thomas, who had been ap- 
pointed to Bucceed Montgomeiy, arrived from the camp at Rox- 
bury. On reviewing lus army, he found it to con»st of less than 
two thousand men, of whom half were not fit for duty. A coun- 
cil of war was hdd, who resolved that it was expedient to take a 
more defensible position higher up the St. Lawrence. To this 
decision they were led by the knowledge that the ice was leav» 
ing the river, and by the expectation that reinforcements from 
England would immediately come up. The next morning, in 
fact, while the Americans were engaged in removing the sick, 
several ships appeared in sight, and entered the harbor. A mul- 
titude of troops were immediately poured into the city. 

34. At one o'clock, Carleton made a sortie at the head of a 
thousand men. Against these, general Thomas, at that moment, 
could oppose but three hundred. All the stores, and many of 
the sick, fell into the power of the enemy. The latter were 
treated, by the governor, with great tenderness ; and when re- 
stored to health', were assisted to return to their homes. The 
Americans retreated to the mouth of the Sorel, where they were 
joined by several regiments, and where their worthy commander 
died of the small-pox, which yet prevailed in the camp* 

35. yfhilc patriotism and valor were, in this quarter, unsuc- 
cessfully contending with a superior force, the Americans sus- 
tained a heavy and unexpected calamity, resulting from coward- 
ice, in an other. At a fortified place, called the Cedars, forty 
miles above Montreal, colonel Bedell was stationed with four 
hundred men, and two pieces of cannon. Assembling a force' 
of six hundred, mostly Indian warriors, captain Foster, who 
commanded at Oswegatchie, descended tiie river to attack this 
post. 

36. Colonel Bedell, leaving major Butterfield in command, 
repaired to Montreal to, obtain assistance. Shortly afterwards, 
captain Foster appeared, and invested the fort. He had no ar- 
tillery, and in the course of two days, but one man was wound- 
ed. More eflScient than his arms, was the mtimation, that if 
any of the Indians should be killed, it would not be in his power 

o restrain them from the massacre of the gwison. Inthnidated 
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by this, major Butterfield surrendered his whole party prisoners 
of war, stipulating only for thdr baggage and their lives. 

37. Upon the representation of colonel Bedell, a' reinforce- 
ment was ordered to march from Montreal ; but he declined 
returning with it, and tiie command was given to maj6r Sher- 
burne. The day after the surrehder of the fort, of which event 
the major was ignorant, and about four miles from it, he was met 
by a large body of Indians, to whom, after an obstinate and 
bloody conflict, he was obliged to surrender. The whole loss 
of the Americans was at least five hundred. 

38. General Sullivan was appointed to succeed general Tho- 
mas, and on the first of June, anived at the river Sorel, where he 
foimil between four and five thousand men. But the army of 
the enemy had, in the mean time, been augmented to thirteen 
thousand. Commanding a force so decidedly superior, governor 
Carleton pressed forward in pursuit, and the Americans retreated 
slowly and reluctantly before him. At St. Johns, the pursuit 
ceased ; but general Sullivan, in obedience to orders from general 
Schuyler, continued his march to Crown Point, at the head of 
lake Champlain. 

39. Thus terminated the expedition against Canada. In its 
conception it was singulaiiy bold and romantic. In its prdgress 
were displayed fortitude and bravery seldom equalled in military 
annals. Its failure was a painful disappointment to. the patriots 
of the day. It is now consoling to reflect, that success would 
{NTobably have proved injurious to the cause of independence. 
To protect the province, the military force of the confederacy 
must have been too much extended, and colonies more important 
have been left defenceless. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1776. 



THE last hmnble petition of congress to the kmg was pre- 
sented by Mr. Penn, the late governor of Pennsylvania. A few 
days afterwards, he was told by the mmister that no answer would 
be made to it. The haughty spirit, which dictated this reply, 

rervaded both houses of parlianA\*t. 

O 
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2. In December, a law was passed amountiDg to a declaratkm 
of war against the colonies. Treaties were made with the 
Landgrave of Hesse Cassel and other German princes, fairing of 
them seventeen thousand men, to be employed agsdnst the Ameri-> 
cans ; and it was determined to send over, in addition to these, 
twen^-five thousand English troops. 

3. In the beginning of the year 1776, a fleet under Sir Petef 
Parker, and two thousand five hundred troops commanded by 
earl Comwallis, were despatched upon an expedition against the 
southern colonies. Soon after, admiral Hotham set sail with a 
large number of transports, canying the first division of Hes- 
sians ; and, in May, followed admiral lord Howe, who had been 
appointed commander of the naval force on the American station. 
He, and his brother, general Howe, had also been appointed 
joint commissioners to grant pardons on submission. 

4. On the first of May, the fleet, imder sir Peter Parker, ar- 
rived on the coast of Nordi Carolina, where sir Henry Clinton, 
arriving at iJtie same time from New- York, took command of the 
troops. The late defeat of the hlghlajid emigrants had so 
dispirited the loyalists in this colony, that he determined to pro- 
ceed farther south, and attack Charleston, the capital of South 
Carolina. 

5. Fortunately, an official letter, announcing the speedy de* 
parture of the expedition from t^ngland, had been intercepted 
early in the spring, and time was thus given to place this city in 
a state of defence. A strong fort was built on Sullivan's idand, 
a position from which ships, on entering the harbor, could be 
greatly annoyed ; the streets, in diflerent places, were strongly 
barricaded ; the stores on the wharves, tKough of great value, 
were pulled down, and lines of defence erected along the water's 
edge. 

6. On learning the near approach of the enemy, the militia 
of the country were summoned to defend the capital. They 
obeyed with alacrity, increasing to five or six thousand the num- 
ber of troops. General Lee had been sent from New- York to 
take the chief command ; and his high military reputation gavel 
confidence to the soldiers and inhabitants. Under him were 
colonels Gadsden, Moultrie, and T*iompson. 

7. In the morning of the 28th of June, nine ships of wary 
carrjdng two hundred and fifty guns, began a furious attack apon 
the fort on the island, which was garrisoned by about four hontked 
men, under the command of colonel Moultrie. At the same' 
time, a detachment of troops was landed on an adjoiliing island^ 
and directed to cross over, at a place where the sea was supposed 
'^ ^e shallow, and attack it in the rear. 



— *H ^'^ ' ■, I P ■ 



1*776.] REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 169 

8. The heavy and incessant fire of the enemy was received 
%¥ith coohiess, and returned with skill. Many of their ships suf- 
fered severely, and particularly the Bristol, on board of which 
was commodore Parker. She was twice in flames, her captain 
was killed, and so dreadful was the slaughter, that, at one tune, 
the con^modore was the only person upon deck unhurt. 

9. In the midst of the action, general Lee visited the garri- 
son. He was delighted with the enthusiasm they ejAibited. 
Nothing seemed capable of quenching their ardor. Soldiers, 
mortally wounded, exl^orted their comrades never to abandon 
the standard of liberty. " I die," said sergeant M'Donald, in 
his last moments, " for a glorious cause ; but I hope it will not 
expire with me." 

10. The British troops, destined to attack the fort in the rear^ 
found it impossible to reach the island. The engagement with 
the fleet continued until dark. The ships, having received too 
much injury to renew it, moved off in the night ; and a few days 
ftflerwards, the fleet, with the troops on board, set sail for New- 
fork, where the whole British force had b€«n ordered to as- 
temble. 

11. The killed and wounded on the part of the enemy, 
amounted to near two hundred. Of the Americans, ten were 
killed, and twenty-two wounded. The troops, for their gallan- 
try, received the thanks of congress, and high and well merited 
praise from their countrymen. Their success was auspicious to 
the cause of freedom. In a part of the country where resist- 
ance by force had been but little contemplated, it aroused the 
people to exertion, and inspired them with confidence. . 

12. Notwithstanding the active war carried on, the colonies 
still professed allegiance to the British king ; and protested that 
the sole object of all their measures, was a redress of grievances. 
In the beginning of the contest, these professions, in most in- 
stances, were sincere ; but a state of hostility produced a rapid 
change of sentiment. In place of attachment to monarchy and 
to Great Britain, succeeded devotion to republican principles, 
and wishes for independence. 

1 3. The temporary constitutions adopted by New-Hampshire, 
and several other colonies, had shown widi what fai^illtj all 
bonds of connexion with the mother country could be dissolved. 
Essays in the newspapers, and pamphlets industriously circula- 
ted, appealing to the reason and to the passions of the people, 
enforced the necessity and policy of a separation. Resistance,' 
it was observed, had been carried too far to allow the Ijppe that 
cordial harmony could ever be restored; submission on any 
terms, to irritated masters, would be totally unsafe ; and the aj^ 
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temative was presented of rising to the honorable rank of as 
independent nation, or sinking int<5 a state of vassalage which 
every future year would render more oppressive and degrading. 

14. A pamphlet, entitled " Common Sense," and written by 
Thomas Paine, an Englishman, was universally read, and most 
highly admired. In language pladn, forcible, and singularly well 
fitted to operate on the public mind, he portrayed the excellen 
cies of republican institutions, and attackeid, with happy and suc- 
cessful ridicule, the principles of hereditary government. The 
effect of the pamphlet, in making converts, was astonishing, and 
is probably without precedent in the annals of literature. 

15.* As a step preparatory to independence, congress, on the 
15th of May, recommended to those colonies that had not yet 
adopted constitutions, to establish, without any limitation of. 
time, " such governments as might best conduce to the happi-. 
ness and safety of the people." The recommendation was ge^ 
nerally complied with, and in every instance the governme;^ 
was not only entirely elective, but elective at such short pedods. 
as to impress upon rulers their immediate accountableness Uy the 
people, and upon the people a just opinion of their own impor*. 
tance, and a conviction of their safety from misrule. 

16. The colonies had become accustomed to contemplate 
themselves as sovereign states ; and the governments of many 
€X{Nressed their desire that congress would declare them such to 
the world. On the 7th of June, a resolution to that eSed was 
proposed, in that body, by Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, and 
seconded by J(An Adams, of Massachusetts. While under con- 
sideration, the colonies, which had not expressed their approba*^ 
tion of the measure, declared then* concurrence. A committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman^ 
and Livingston, were instructed to prepare a Declaration of In- 
dependence, which, on the fourth of July, a memorable day, was 
almost unanimously adopted. 

17. " We hold lliese truths," says this celebrated state paper, 
^< to be self evident, that all mankind are created equal ; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights ; that among these, are liffe, liberty, and tiiie pursuit of hap- 
piness ; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed ; that whenever any form of government becomes de- 
structive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter oc 
abolish it, and to institute anew government, lajring its founda* 
tions oa such principles, and organizing its powers in such forn^ 
as to them shall seem most likely to effect theur safety and hap 
f>iaess." 
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18. To justify the exercise, on the present occasion, of the 
right here asserted, a long enumeration is made of the injuries 
inflicted upon the colonies, by the Idng of Great Britain, which 
is closed by declaring that " a prince, whose character is thus 
marked Hby every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be 
^e ruler of a free people." 

19. The appeals which had been made to the people of 
Great Britaia, are also recounted ; " but they too have been 
4eaf to the voice of justice and consangumity. We must there-t 
fore acquiesce to the necessity which denounces our separation, 
and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war,^ 
in peace friends. 

20. "We, therefore, the r^resentatives of the United States 
lof America, in general congress aasemtled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitudeof our intentions, 
4p, in the name, and by the authority, of the good people of these 
fcolonies^ solemnly publish and declare, that these United Colo- 
fdea are, arid of right out to be, free and independent states; 
^at they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown, 
find that all political connection between them and the state of 
Crreat Britain is, and of right ought to fee, totally dissolved ; and 
that, as free and independent states, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, 
and do all other acts and things which independent states may of 
light do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and op sacred 

honor." 

21. This declaration was communicated to the army, and 
received with enthusiastic plaudits. A great majority of the 
people welcomed it with joy, which was displayed, in almost 
every city, by extraordinary public festivities. Those who had 
been denominated tones, were averse to a separation. Many 
joined the royal armies, and exhibited, durhig flie war, the most 
cruel hostifity against the whigs, their countrymen. 

22. During the-^ring and summer, unremitted exertions 
were jmade to fortify the city of New- York, agamst which, it 
was supposed, the whole strengtli of the enemy would be next 
dh^ted. In this crisis, the people of that state acted with 
i^ttrit and firmness; One fourth of the militia of the counties 
contiguous to the city, were called mto the public service. Yet 
the means, in the power of the commander-m-chief, were not 
adequate to the emergency. He had under his command but 
fourteen thousand effective men ; and was ahnost destitute of 
many articles which impart strength ^ weU as comfort to an 

•^ 02 
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army. As it was in the power of the enemy to choose their 
point of attack, this force was necessarily divided. A part ivere 
stationed in the city, a part at Brooklyn, on Long Mand, and 
small detachments at various other posts. 

23. In the beginning of July, admural and general Howe ar- 
rived in the harbor of New- York. They were accompanied by 
a powerful naval -force, and by an army of twenty-four thousand 
men, abundantly supptied with military stores. The troops 
were landed on Staten Island, a position from whkh ulterior 
movements could most conveniently be made. 

24. General Washington, presuming that the first attack 
would be made upon the posts at Brooklyn, strengthened it by a 
detachment of troops from the city, and gave the command of 
it to general Putnam. .On the 22d of August, the British forces 
were landed on the opposite side of Long Island. The two ar-r 
mies were now about four miles asunder, and were separated 
by a range of hills, over which passed three main roads. Ya*^ 
nous circumstances led general Putnam %o sui^ect that the ene-it^ 
mj intended to approach him' by the road leading to his right, 
which he therefore guarded with most care. 

25. Yery early in the morning of the 26th, his suspiciona 
were strengthened by the s^proach, upon that road, of a colunm 
x)f British troops, and upon the centre road, of a column of 
Hessians. To oppose these, the American troops were mostly 
drawn from their camp, and in the engagements which took 
place, evinced considerable bravery. 

26. These movements of the enemy were but feints to divert 
the attention of Putnam from the road which led to his left, 
along which general Clinton was silenUy advancing with the 
main body of the British army. The report of cannon in that 
direction gave the first intimation of the danger which was ap- 
proaching. The Americans endeavoured to escape it, by re- 
turning, with the utmost celerity, to their camp. They were 
not able to arrive tiiere in time, but were intercepted by general 
Clinton, who drove them back upon the Hessians. 

27. Attacked thus in front and rear, tiiey fought a succession 
of skirmishes, in the course of which many were killed, many 
made prisoners, and several paities, seizing favourable oppor- 
tunities, forced their way through the enemy, and regained the 
camp. A bold and vigorous charge, made by the American 
general, lord Sterling, at the head of a Maryland regiment, 
gabled a large body to escape in this manner. This regiment^ 
fighting with desperate bravery, kept a force greatly sujperior 
engaged, until tiieir comrades had passed by, when the few who 
survived, ceasmg to resist, surrendered to the enemy. 
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28. The loss of the Americans, in killed, woanded, and pri- 
^fHmerSj considerably exceeded a thousand. Mtiong the latter 
"were generals Sullivan, Sterlutg, and WoodhuU. The total loss 
•of the enemy was less than four hundred. They encamped at 
night before die American lines ; and the next day began to erect 
batteries witidn six himdred yards of their left. 

29. While the battle was raging, general Washington passed 
over to Brooklyn, where he witnessed, with inexpress£le anguish, 
the destruction of his best troops, from which, such was the su- 
periority of the enemy, it was impossible to save them. Finding 
the men dispirited by defeat, he determined to remove them to 
the city. The retreat was effected, on the night of the 28th, 
i¥ithsuch silence and despatch, that before tihe suspicions of 
the enemy were excited, tbe last division of boats was beyond 
the reach of their fire. 

30. So disheartened were the militia, that they deserted by^ 
^cmipanies ; and even the regular troops were infected by their 
jexample. Near the middle of September, the commander-in- 
chief, fearing to be enclosed in the city, retired to the heights of 
Haeiiem. The enemy immediately took possession. A few 
days i^jerwards, a fire broke out which consumed about a thou- 
sand bouses. 

31. General Washington, after reflecting upon the events 
which had already occurred ; after con^dering the inexperience 
of his troops, the condition of the country, and the distance of 
the enemy from their resources, determined to adopt a cautious 
SjTStem of warfare ; %) risk at present no general engagement ; 
to harass and wear out the enemy by keeping them in continual 
motion; and to inspire his own troops wi^ courage, by engaging 
them in skirmishes, in all cases where success was probable. In 
one, fought on the sixth of September, the brave colonel BjiowI- 
ton was killed ; but the result was so decidedly favorable to the 
Americans, that the troops recovered their spirits ; and the general 
wad confirmed in the system he had adopted. 

32. The movements of the enemy, in the begmning of October, 
indicated an intention of gaining the rear of t]be Americans, and 
cutting off then* communication with the eastern states. The 
army, therefore, quitting Haerlem, moved northward towards 
White Plains. General Howe pursued, makmg several attempts 
to bring on a general engagement, which Washingtcgi avoided 
by sl^ul changes of position. A partial action was fought, on 
the 28di of October, in which the loss on bodi sides was nearly 

equal. 

33. Finding his antagonist too cautious to be drawn into the 
open fidd, and too strong to be attacked ha his entreiKjhments^ 
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general Howe deteirmined to return towards New-Tork, and at« 
tack forts Washington and Lee, situated opposite to each othac^ 
on the banks of the Hudson, and about ten miles above the ci^. 
In these forts, garrisons had been left, from a wish to preserve 
the command of this important river. That in fort Washingtmi, 
consisting in part of militia, amounted to two thousand seven, 
hundred men, under colonel Magaw. 

34. On the 16th of November, four divisions of the enemy's 
army, led by their principal officers, attacked it in four different 
quarters. The garrison, and particularly the riflemen under 
colonel Rawlings, fought bravely. The Grermans were several 
times driven back, wiUi great loss. But these combined and 
vigorous attacks were at length successful. The ammunition ia 
(he fort being nearly exhausted, and all the out posts driven in,^ 

' the commander, on being a second time smnmoned, agreed to. 
capitulate, on honorable terms. This was the severest blow the. 
Americans had yet felt The loss of the enemy, however, in 
killed and wounded, was supposed to be twelve hundred men^ 

35. Fort Lee was immediately evacuated, the garrison joining, 
general Washuigton. He had previously, with one division of 
his army, crossed over into New-Jersey, leaving the other, under, 
the command of genera] Lee, in New- York. His fwce, evea 
when augmented by the garrison, consisted of but three thousand 
effective men, and they were destitute of tents, of blankets, and 
even of utensils to cook their provisions. His first station was 
Newarii: ; but the enemy pursuing him, he was compelled to 
retreat successively to Brunswick, to Princeion, to Trenton, and 
finally to cross the Delaware into Pennsylvania ; and so close 
was the pursuit, that the advance of the British army wbs often 
in sight. 

36. Small as vras his force when the retreat began, it dimi- 
nished daily. On the last of November, many of his troops 
were entitled to their discharge, and not one of them could be 
persuaded to continue an other day in service. Such he feared 
would be the conduct of the ilemainder, whose time would expure 
at the end of the year. In this eirtremity, he urged general Lee 
to hasten to his assistance ; but tfeat officer, having other pur- 
poses in view, delayed his march.* He called on the militia of 
New-Jersey and Pen isylvania, but none obeyed his ball. The 
population around him were hostile or desponding, and withheld 
ail aid fi'om an army whose career seemed near its termination. 

37. In this darkest hour in American history, general Howe 
issued a proclamation offering pardon to all who would declare 
their submission to royal authority. The contrast between a 
'^ged, suffering, retreating army, and a full-clad, powerful, 
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exulting foe^ induced manj, despairing of success, to abandon the 
cause they had espoused, and accept of pardon. Among them 
were Mr. Galloway, and Mr. AUen, who had been members of 
the contin^ital Congress. 

38. As the British army approached Philadelphia, congress 
adjourned to Baltimore, having previously invested general 
Washmgton with " full power to onier and direct all things re- 
lative to the department, and to the operations of war." Such 
unlimited authority could not have been placed in hands more 
worthy to hold it. To the elastic energy of his mind, and his 
perfect self-possession in the most desperate circumstances, is 
America, in a great degree, indebted for her independence. 

39. On the day that he was driven over the Delaware, the 
British took possession of Rhode Island. On the 13th of De- 
cember, general Lee, havmg wandered from his army, was sur. 
prised and taken prisoner. In the ejroerience and talents of this 
officer, the people reposed great confidence, and they lamented 
bis loss like that of an army. In its consequences, his capture 
was fortunate. The conunand of his division devolved upon 
general Sullivan, who conducted it promptly to general Wash- 
ington, augmenting his army to nearly seven thousand effective 
men. 

40. Still so mudi stronger were the enemy, that they regard- 
ed the rebels, for so they delighted to call the patriots of that 
day, as almost subdued, and doubted not that a vigorous attempt, 
whenever they should be disposed to mak^ it, woulcj place in 
their power the handful of men before them. They rioted upon 
the plunder of the country, and enjoyed in prospect the fruits of 
an assured and decisive victory. 

41. Washington saw that this tide of ill fortune must be stem- 
med — must even be rolled back upon the enemy— or it would 
soon overwhelm his country. He resolved to hazard all that 
was left in one vigorous effort for victory. On the niffht of the 
25th December, at the head of two thousand four hundred men, 
he crossed the Delaware at Trenton, surprised a body of Hes- 
sians stationed at that place, took nine hundred prisoners, and 
inunediately recrossed, having lost but nine of his men. 

42. This «udden and severe blow awakened the enemy to ac- 
tivity. Comwallis, who had repaired to New-York, intrustmg 
to his inferior officers the task of finishing the war, returned, 
with additional troops, to regsun the ground that had been lost. 
He concentrated his forces at Princeton ; and soon after, Wash- 
ington, having been joined by a body of Pennsylvania militia, 
and persuaded the New-England troops to serve six weeks lo*^* 
ger, agam crossed the Delaware and took post at Trenton^ 
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43. On the 2d of January, 1777, the greater part of the Bri- 
tish army marched to attack the Americans. In the evening 
they encamped near Trenton, in full expectation of a hattle and 
victory in the morning; Washington, sensible of the inferiority 
*of his force ; sensible too that flight would be almost as fatal as 
defeat, conceived another bold project which he resolved in- 
stantly to execute. 

44. About midnight, havjng renewed his fires, he silently de* 
camped, and gaining, by a circuitous route, the rear of the ene- 
my, marched towards Princeton, where he presumed Comwal- 
lis had left a part of his troops. At sunrise, the van of the 
American forces met unexpectedly two British regiments. A 
sharp action ensued ; the former gave way. At this crisis, when 
all was at stake, the commander-in-chief led the main body to 
the attack. The enemy were routed and fled. Fortunately the 
heroic Washington, though exposed to both fires, and but a few 
yards distant from either party, escaped unhurt 

45. Instead of pursuing them, he pressed forward to Prince- 
ton, where one regiment yet remained. Part saved themselves 
by a precipitate flight ; about three hundred were made prison^ 
ers. The British loss in killed was upwards of one hundred ; 
the American was less, but in the number were the brave gene^- 
ral Mercer, and several valuable officers. Among the wounded 
was lieutenant James Monroe, afterwards raised to the highest 
office in the gift of his fellow citizens. 

46. I^ consternation, the British army inmiediately evacuated 
Trenton, and retreated to New-Brunswick. The inhabitants, 
resuming their courage, and giving full force to their rage, which 
fear had smothered, took revenge for the brutalities they had 
suffered. The enemy were driven from all their posts in New- 
Jersey, except Amboy and Brunswick, and the American army 
obtained secure winter quarters at Morristown. 

47. The brilliant victories at Trenton and Princeton rsdsed, 
from the lowest depression, the spirits of the American people. 
They regarded Washington as the saviour of his country. He 
became the theme of eulogy throughout Europe. And having 
displayed, as occasions demanded, the opposite qualities of cau« 
tion and impetuosity, he received the honolrable and s^propnatQ 
^appellation of the American Fabius. t 



CHAPTER XIX. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1777 



THE firmness manifested by congress, when disaster and de- 
feat had ahnost annihilated the American army^ entitles the 
members to the gratitude and admiration of every friend of free- 
dom. They exhibited no synaptom of terror or dismay. They 
f oted to raise an army to take tiie place of that which was to be 
disbanded at the end of the year; and, made sensible by ex- 
perience that short enlistments had been the cause of most of 
the misfortunes of their country, they resolved that the new le- 
fies should be enlisted to ^erve three years or during the war, 
at the option of the individual recruits. To defray expenses, 
they made large emissions of paper money. And to evince their 
firm detejrmination to the world, they solemnly declared that 
they would listen to no terms of peace which required a relin- 
quishment of their independence, or which should deprive other 
nations of a free trade to their ports. 

24 Relying on the inveterate enmity of France against Great 
Britain, they sent commissioners to that court, with instructions 
to solicit a loan of money, a supply of munitions of war, and an 
acknowledgment of the independence of the United States. 
These commissioners were Dr. Franklin, Silas Dean, and Ar- 
thur Lee. Franklin arrived at Paris in December. The cause 
of which he was the advocate, and his own great fame as a phi- 
losopher, procured him a flattering reception from all ranl^ of 
people. America, her minister, her struggle agsdnst oppression, 
became the themes of popular discourse, and the government 
itself was rendered in secret propitious to her cause. 

3. The ministry permitted arms, covertly taken from the 
public arsenals, to be conveyed to the United States. They 
connived at the sale, in their West India islands, and even in the 

Sorts of F*rance, of the prizes taken by American privateers, 
^he value of these prizes made in the year 1776, was compu- 
ted at five millions of dollars, and far exceeded that of the cap- 
tures made by the enemy. 

4. So popular was the cause of the United States, and so 
exalted the character of their military leader, that many 
French officers sought an opportunity of engaging in their ser- 
vice. Among these, the young Marquis de la Fayette was most 
conspicious for his rank, and most distinguished for his ardor 
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and enthusiasm. At an eaiiy period, he communicated to the 
American agents his wish to join the republican armies. At 
first, they encouraged his zeal, but leammg the disasters which 
preceded the victory at Trenton, Aey, witii honorable frankness, 
commumcated the information to him, and added that they were 
so destitute of funds, that they could not even provide for his paa^ 
sage across the ocean. 

6. " If your country," replied the gallant youth, « is indeed 
reduced to this extremity, it is at this moment that my departure 
to jom her armies will render her the most essential service." 
He unmediately hired a vessel to convey him to America, where 
he arrived m the spring of 1777. He was received with cor- 
dial affection by the people, became the bosom friend of Wash- 
ington, solicited permission to serve without pay, and was ap- 
pointed major-general in the army. 

6. In the last campaign, more prisoners had been taken by 
the British than by the Americans. They were detained at 
New- York, and were confined in churches and prison ships, 
where they endured the extremity of wretchedness. Th^y 
were e3q>osed, without fire and almost without clothes, to the 
inclemency of a severe winter ; were oflen whole da3rs without 
food, and when food was offered, it was but a miserable pittance, 
damaged and loathsome. Many died of hunger, and piore of 
diseases, produced by their complicated sufferings. 

7. Washington remonstrated with warmth, and threatened 
retaliation. Afler his victories in New-Jersey, their treatment 
was less inhuman. An exchange was agreed upon, but many, 
when attempting to walk from their places of confinement to the 
vessels provided to convey them away, ' fell and emired in the 
streets. Yet in the mid^ of these unparalleled sufferings, they 
had exhibited fortitude more rare, and more honorable to hu- 
man nature, than the highest display of valor in battie. To en- 
tice them to enlist in the royal army, they were promised relief 
from misery, and the enjoyment of abundance. They rejected 
the offer with disdain ; - thus giving to the worid the noblest proof 
of the absence of all mercenary motive, and of the sincerity 
and fervor of their devotion to thehr country. 

8. Near the end of May, the American army, which had 
.been augmented by recruits to almost ten thousand men, moved 

from Morristown, and took a strong position at Middlebrook. 
The British, soon afler, left their encampment, and general 
Howe endeavored, by various movements, tp induce general 
Washington to quit his strong hold and meet him on equal 
ground. But the latter, adhering to his Fabian system of war- 
we, determined to remain in tiie position he had chosen. 
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9. GQner9l Howe, changing his puipose, transported his aimy 
to Staten Jdand. JHe there emhaxked sixteen Uiousand troops 
on boajgd a larj^ fleet, and, leaving Sir Hemy Clinton in com^ 
mand at New-York, put out to sea on the 26th of July. His 
destinati(»i was carefully kept secret On the 20th of August, 
the jQeet entered Chesapeake bay, and rendered it certain that an 
attack upon Philadelphia was intended. The troops ivere landed 
a^ £lk ferry, in Maryland, fifty miles south of that city. 

10. The American army immediately crossed the Delaware, 
and, passing through Philadelphia, directed its march towards 
the enemy. The people, weary of ddays and indecisive move^ 
menls, demanded that a general engagement should be hazarded 
fbir the defence of the metropolis. Washington, yielding to their 
wishes, took a position on the eastern bank of Brandywine creek^ 
and in the direction of the enemy's route. 

11. On the eleventh of Septen^er, th^ British army appeared, ' 
midt crossing the creek at several fords, commenced an attack 
x^oxk the American right, which, after a short resistance, gave 
wa^. The other divisions, successively attacked, gave way in 
like manner, and the rout becoming general, a retreat was or- 
dered to Chester. 

12. ^Several portions of the American army, particularly a 
brigade from Virginia, exhibited in this battle great finnness and 
braveiy. The misconduct of others rendered their bravery 
unavaHing. The American loss amounted to twelve hundred ; 
liie Briti^ to no more than half that number. The Marquis de 
la Fayette took part in the engagement and was wounded^ The 
next day, the army retired to Philadelphia, and soon aft;er to 
Reading, where a quantity of stores had been deposited. The 
retreat was performed without a murmur, although many marched 
without shoes, and sl^ on| the ground without blankets. On 
^e 26th of September, general Howe entered Philadelphia in 
triumph, Congress having previously i^moved to Lancaster. 

13. The transactions of the contending armies at the north, 
since the termination of the expedition to Canada, now demand 
our attention. The Americans halted at Crownpoint, the British 
at St. Johns, and both employed the remainder of the summer 
in buildmg vessels and makmg preparations to secure the com- 
mand of lake Champlain. 

14. On the 11th of October, 1776, the American and British 
squadrons met, colonel Arnold, who had been a sailor in his 
youth, commanding the former. After a short contest, the 
^nemy, ^lot being then able to bring their whole force into action, 
retired. The next i^j they returned to the combat, and being 
greatly superior, drove the American squadron before them, to 
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the head of the lake. A sharp action then took place ; the offi 
cers and men fought gallantly, but Arnold losmg a part of his^ 
force, and perceivmg defeat to be inenritable, ran the reihainder 
of his vessels on shore and set them on fire. 

15. Winter approaching, governor Carleton returned with his 
troops to Canada. General Burgoyne, who had served under 
him during*the last campaign, made a voyage to England to con- 
cert a plan for future operations. It was determined that a 
powerful army, departing from Montreal, should proceed, by 
way of lake Champlain, to the Hudson, with the view of obtain- 
ing, by the co-operadon of the army at Niew-York, the entire 
command of that river. All communication between the states 
of New-England, and the others lying south of them, would thus 
be prevented. Either section, alone and unsupported, could, it 
.was supposed, be easily subdued ; and the whole strength of ^e 
nation might then be directed agaiinst the other. 

16. Nothing was omitted which might insuit the success of 
this project. Seven lliousand choice troops, to be sent firom 
England, were allotted to the service. They were supplied with 
an excellent train Of brass artillery, and with every thing which 
could add to their efficiency as an army. The conunsuid was 
given to Burgoyne, and several officers of distinguished r^uta- 
tion were selected to serve under him. 

17. Generd Schuyler of New- York, a worthy officer, whose 
talents were solid but not brilliant, had the chief coifimand of 
the northern department. He was indefatigable in making pre- 
parations for defence ; and such was his zeal in the cause of in- 
dependence, and such his deserved popularity in his native state, 
that lie doubtless accomplished more than any other person could 
have done. Still, at a late period in the spring, die fortifica- 
tions were incomplete, and but few troops or munitions of war 
were collected. 

18. Very early in the season, Burgoyne arrived at Quebec. 
He immediately despatched colonel St. Leger with a party of 
regulars, tories, and Indians, by the way of the St. Lawrencife to 
Oswego, directing him to proceed thence to the Mohawk, and 
join him at Albany. With the main army, augmented, in Cana- 
da, to ten thousand men, he hastened to Ticonderoga, before 
which he appeared on the first of July. On his way, he held a 
conference, at the river Bouquet, with a large number of savages, 
whom British agents had persuaded to join the army. 

19. The garrison of Ticonderoga, which was then icommanded 
by general St. Claur, was insufficient to defend it against so 
powerful a force. It was evacuated m the ni^t of the 5th, the 

"oopa crossing lake Champlain and retw^tipg Xoym^ Ca^tletoni 
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in YeniKmt. The enemy pursued, sind on the morning of the 
7th, their van overtook and attacked the American rear, under 
colonels Francis and Warner. The action was warin and welJL 
contested ; but other ^oops arriving to the aid of the British, 
the Americans were compelled to give way. 

20. The retreat now became precipitate and disorderly ; the 
pursuit rapid and persevering. At length, the republican army, 
diminished in number, exhausted by fatigue, and dispirited by 
misfortunes, arrived, by various routes, at foil Edward, on the 
Hudson, the head-quarters of general Schuyler. These disas- 
trous events spread terror and dismay throughout the land. The 
people, ignorant of the weakness of the army, attributed its re- 
treat to cowardice or treachery ,^ and trembled at the dangers 
which menaced them from the British, Grermans, and savages. 

21. The royal forces^ elated by success, proceeded through 
the wilderness towards fort Edward. Their progress was slow 
and toilsome. General Schuyler, on their approach, evacuated 
the fort, and retired across the Hudson to Saratoga. Soon af- 
ter, he descended the river to Stillwater ; and, the British con- 
tinuing to advance, he retreated, on the 14th of August, to the 
islands at the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson, a few 
miles north of Troy. About the same time, intelligence was 
received, that St Leger, having penetrated from Oswego to the 
Mohawk, had laid siege to fort Schuyler, situated in the present 
townshqp of Rome. 

22. The American general, before leaving fort Edward, is« 
sued a proclamation calling to his aid the militia of New-Eng-- 
land and New-York^ Aroused by the danger, multitudes obeyed 
his call. Vermont poured forth her daring Green-Mountain 
boys ; the other states of New-England their hardy yeomanry, 
ardent in the cause of freedom ; New- York, her valiant sons, 
indignant at this invasion of her territory, and determined to 
protect their property from pillage and destruction. These be- 
set the invaders on every side, impeding their progress, cutting 
ofi* their supplies, and fatiguing them by incessant attacks. 

23. Burgoyne, finding it difficult to transport his provisions 
through the wilderness, despatched colonel Baum, with five hun- 
dred Hessians, to seize a quantity of beef and flour which the 
Americans had collected and deposited at Bennington. Fortu- 
nately, general Stark, at the head of a party of New-Hampshire 
militia, had just arrived at that place, on his way to the main ar- 
my, and been joined by volunteers from the immediate neigh- 
borhood. Baum, ascertaining tiieir number to be greater than 
his own, halted near Bennington, erected breastworks, and sent 
back foy a reinforcement. 
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24. In several skirmishes between small detachments, the 
militia were uniformly successful. This sharpening dieir coo- 
rage, Sts^ resolved to attack the main body. On the 16th of 
August, a fierce and safiguinary battle |pok place. For two 
hours, the Hessians fou^t bravely, but thehr works, assaulted 
by braver troops, were at length entered, and most of the de- 
tachment either killed or made prisoners. 

25. Just after this action had termhiated, colonel Breymaa 
arrived with the reinforcement sent to Baum. The militia, ap- 
prehending no danger, had dispersed in pmnsuit of plunder or the 
fugitives. By carelessness was neariy lost all diat by valor had 
been gained. Happily, at this critical juncture, colonel Warner 
arrived from Manchester with a continental redment, and un- 
mediately, fell upon Breyman. The militia, relying, hastened 
to his aid. The battle continued until sunset, when die enemy 
retreated, and under cover of the night the greater part effected 
their escape. ♦ . 

26. The tide of fortune was now turned. The decisive victwy 
at Bennington diffused confidence and joy. The friends of In- 
dependence, before depressed by disaster and def<^t, were now 
animated by the prospect, which suddenly burst upon them, of 
a glorious victory over an arrogant and once dr^0d enemy 
The greatest zeal and activity were every where displayed. 
Again crowds of militia flpcked to the republican caonp. 

27. In afew days, cheering intelligence arrived from fort Schuy- 
ler. The garrison under colonels Gansevoort and Willet, had) 
in the midst of the most discouraging circumstances, made a gal- 
lant defence agadnst the forces of St. Leger. General Herki- 
mer, marching with eight hundred militia to their relief, fdl into 
an ambuscade, was defeated and slain ; but a lai^r party was 
speedily collected and immediately de^atched, under general 
Arnold, upon the same service. 

2S. The Indians, alarmed by their approach, and fatigued and 
disgusted by the protracted labws of the siege, threatened to 
abandon St. Leger, if he would not relinquiej^ his enterprise. 
He reluctantly consented, and with the loss of his ba^age and 
stores retreated to Montreal. Burgoyne was thus deprived of 
his expected co-operation, and the militia of that part of the siaAt 
were enabled to join the American army. 

29. The disasters which befell this army at the commence- 
ment of the campaign induced congress to recall the generals 
who commanded it, and to appoint, in their places, generals 
Gates, Lincoln, and Arnold. Having the control of more abun- 
dant and powerful means, they acted with more energy and 
oldness. Gates, leaving the encampment on the islands, to 
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^^hich Schuyler had retreated, advanced, in the beginning of 
September, to the neighborhood of Stillwater. 

30. Burgoyne, after the 'defeat of Baum, was obliged to have 
recourse, for provisions, to the magazines at fort George. The 
laborious task of ^^ porting them through the wilderness to 
the Hudson being accomplished, he moved forward, and on the 
17th of September, encamped- within four miles of the Ame- 
rican army* 

31. The next day, the first battle of Stillwater was fought. 
It was begun by skirmishes between the scouting parties of the 
two armies, which were respectively and repeatedly reinforced, 
antil nearly the whole of each was engaged. Both fought with 
determined resolution ; they alternately drove and were driven 
by each other. A continual blaze of fire was kept up. Men, 
and particularly officers, dropped every moment and on every 
side. Night put an end to the conflict. 

32. The American army retired to their camp ; the British 
lay on their arms near the field of battle. The loss of the former 
was three hundred and nineteen ; that of the latter exceeded 
five hundred. Each claimed the victory ; the consequences of 
defeat were felt by the British alone. Their hopes of success 
were diminished, their Indian allies, the Canadians and tones, 
were disheartened and deserted them. 

33. Pressed on all sides, Burgoyne made frequent and ur- 
gent applications to Sir Henry Clinton, at New- York, for aid, 
and informed him that, in expectation of such aid, he would 
maintain his present position until the 12th of October. He 
diminished the allowance of provisions to his soldiers, and having 
waited until the 7th, without receiving any intelligence from 
Clinton, determined to make another trial of strength with his 
jadversary. 

34. He made dispositions to commence tiie action with the 
right wing of his army ; Gates, discovering his design, made 
a sudden and vigorous attack upon the left. In a short time, 
the whole of both armies was engaged. This battie was furious, 
dbstinate, and more bloody than the other. Arnold was emi- 
nentiy distinguished for hLs bravery and rashness. Towards 
night, the enemy, who had fought with desperate valor, gave 
way. A part of their works were stormed and taken, and 
more than two hundred men made prisoners. 

35. Darkness put an end to this action also. The Ameri- 
cans lay upon their arms near the enemy's Imes, intending to 
renew the battie the next day ; but Burgoyne, during the night, 
withdrew to a stronger position. Gates forbore to pursue, be- 
ieving that a bloodless victory was now in his power. 

^^ 2 2, » 
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36. In the mean time, Sir Henry Clinton despatched general 
Yaughan with three thousand men, to endeavor to relieve Bmv 
goyne. He ascended the Hudson, and on the sixth of October, 
assaulted and took fort Montgomery ; but instead of hastening 
forward, he consumed a whole week in pilla^ng and burning 
Esopus, and other flourishing villages on the river. He perh^s 
expected that this wanton destrtiction of property would draw 
on a part of the forces under Gates ; but it had no other effect 
than to exasperate the inhabitants. 

37. Burgoyne, perceiving that his antagonist was endeavor- 
ing to surround him, retreated to the heights of Saratoga. The 
Americans pursued, keeping a sufficient force on the east bank 
of the river to prevent him from crossing. The situation of 
the British troops was now distressing in tbe extreme. Manj 
of their most valued officers had been killed. Their strengtii 
was exhausted by incessant exertion ; they were almost encir- 
cled by their enemy, and were greatly annoyed by a continual 
and destructive cannonade. From mis foriom condition but 
one mode of escape remained, a forced march in the night to 
fort George. This expedient was resolved on, and preparations 
were made ; but the scouts sent out returned witii intelligence 
that all the passes were guarded by strong bodies of militia. 

38. An account of provisions was then taken, and a supply 
for no more than three days was found on hand. No hope of 
rescue within that time could be indulged. Burgojoie summon- 
ed his principal officers to a council. Jt is said that wiiile de- 
liberating, a cannon ball crossed the table around which they 
sat. By their unanimous advice, he opened a negotiation with 
the American general, and on the 17th of October, surrendered 
his whole army prisoners of war. 

39. Great were the rejoicings occasioned by this glorious 
victory. Many supposed it would terminate the contest. In 
the joy of success, all feelings of resentment were forgotten. 
From regard to the feelings of the vanquished, general Grates, 
while they were piling their arms, kept the victorious troc^ 
within bis camp. The British officers, in soci^ converse with 
the Americans, were led to forget their misfortune, and the 
troops, when on their march to Massachusetts, did not receive 
from the people that vindictive treatment which their distressing 
depredations, and those of tiieir fellow soldiers under Yaughan, 
would have excused, if not justified. 

40. Against this band of marauders, general Gates marched 
soon after die capitulation was signed ; but on learning the fate 
of Bui^oyne, they retired to New-York. About the same time, 
♦^e garrison left at Tioonderoga, having rendered their caimou 
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useless, returned to Canada, and the nortfiem department wae 
restored to perfect tranquil!^. 

41. While the exertions of the northern army were rewarded 
hy brilliant ^success, that of the south, equally brave and meri- 
torious, but enfeebled by tiie detachments which Washington 
generously spared to Gates, sustained distressing reverse?. 
The greatest was at Germantown, in the vicinity of Philadel- 
phia, where the main body of the enemy was stationed. 

4^. Upon this body, at sunrise, on the fourth of October, the 
American general made a bold and vigorous attack. So sudden 
and spirited was the onset, that the enemy, unable to sustain it, 
fled, and a complete victory appeared in prospect But six Bri- 
tiab. companies, while retreating, threw themselves into a large 
8t<me house, from which, in entire safety, they poured a destruc- 
tive fire upon the American troops. Tbe pursuit was arrested, 
and much time comgnmied in a vain attanpt to demolish this for- 



43. The fugitives rallied, and turned upon the assailants. 
Confusion followed, and a thick fog, which that moment arose, 
increased it Tlie different divisions, ignorant of the positions 
and success of the others, uncertain even as to their own, acted 
with indecision and timidity, A retreat was therefore directed, 
and the troops withdrew in good order. 

44. In th^ action, in which fortune snatched victory from the 
gra^ of the Amencans, they sustained a loss of twelve hundred 
men ; that of the British was less than six hundred. But the 
vanquished sustained no loss of reputation nor confidence. Their 
country eqpplauded the boldness of the attempt, and the enemy 
felt higher respect for their courage and disciplme. 

45. The British army soon after left Germantown, and 
marched to attack the American posts on the river Delaware 
below Philadelphia. On the 22d of October, a body of twelve 
hundred Hessians, commanded by count Donop, made an mtre- 
pid assault upon the fortifications at Red Bank. They were re- 
pulsed with great loss, and their gallant leader killed. 

46. Fort Mifflin, on Mud Island, was next attacked." For six 
days it was bravely defended. It was then evacuated, the works 
having been almost demolished by the enemy's artillery. Pre- 
parations being made for a second assault, with a much laiger 
force, upon the post at Red Bank, that was also evacuated, and 
thus was opened a free communication between the British army 
and their fleet, which had sailed round to the mouth of the De- 
laware* 

47. After several movements of the respective armies, which 
had no important result, general W^asbinfirton withdrew to wiiiter 
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quarters in the woods of Valley Forge. His troops were desti- 
tute of shoes, and might have been tracked by the blood of the^* 
feet. They passed £e winter in huts, suffered extreme distress 
from want of clothing and of food, but endured their privations 
without a murmur. How strong must have been their love of 
liberty ! With what lively gratitude ought a prosperous country, 
indebted to them for the most valuable blessing, to remember 
their sufferings and services ? 



CHAPTER XX. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1778. 



WHILE the American armies were contending in the field, 
or suffering in the camp, congress were occupied in the per- 
formance of duties important to tiie cause of independence.. At 
first, this body possessed no powers, but such as were conferred 
by the credentisds and instructions ^ven, by the state le^slatured, 
to their respective delegates. Early in 1776, a confederation of 
the states was proposed ; but until the 15th of November, 1777, 
all the obstacles to the measure coidd not be surmounted. 

2. The " Articles of Confederation*' then adopted by Con- 
gress, and subsequently ratified by die several assemblies, bound 
the states in a firm league of friendship with each other, for their 
common defence aiid die security of their liberties. Delegates 
were to be annually appointed, who, when assembled in con- 
gress, were authorized to carry on war, to make peace, and to 
exercise the powers of sovereignty in relation to foreign nations. 
They were also authorized to determine the number of men, 
«ind the amount of money to be raised, and to assign to each state 
its just proportion. 

3. But so unwilling were the states to relinquish their recentty 
assumed independence, that they withheld from congress the au- 
thority to msJce laws which should operate directfy upon the 
p^ple ; and reserved to themselves the sole right of raising their 
proportions of m<mey in ^uch manner as each might deem most 
expedient' 

4. Congress also effected a thorough reform of the commis- 
sary department, in which scandalous frauds had been committed* 
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And in order to introduce a uniform system of tactics and 
discipline, they resolved that an inspector-general should be ap- 
pointed. Subsequently they elected to that office the Baron 
Steuben^ a native of Prussia, who had served in a high station in 
the army of Frederic the great, and was well versed in the sys- 
tem of manoeuvres introduced by that celebrated commander. 

5. The signal victory at Saratoga exalted the reputation of 
the confederated states, in every part of Europe. The French 
ministry no longer hesitated to acknowledge their independence. 
On the sixth of February, they concluded, with the American 
commissioners, treaties of commerce and of alliance, in which 
they generously assented to terms highly advantageous to the 
states. This event, so flattering to the hopes and the pride of 
the people, occasioned the liveliest joy, and the most ardent 
gratitucte to France. 

6. Among the people of Great Britain, the defeat of their 
favorite general produced astonishment, dismay, and indignation. 
The most brilliant success was anticipated ; the most ignoml- 
mous result had occurred. The pride of the nation was humbled, 
and they who had disapproved of the war, poured upon the 
ministry a torrent of invective. To increase the bitterness of 
their chagrin, they soon learned the course which their heredi* 
tary enemy and rival had resolved to pursue. 

7.* It was now determined in the cabinet, to grant to America 
all that she had demanded, in the beginnmg of 3ie contest. An 
act was passed, declaring that parliament would not, in future, 
inlpose* any tax upon the colonies ; and commissioners were sent 
over, authorized to procladm a repeal of all the offensive statutes,^ 
and to treat with the constituted authorities of America. 

8. The commissioners, arriving at Philadelphia^in the spring, 
communicated to congress the terms offered by €}»eat Britain, 
which were at once unanimously rejected. Failing in the use 
of direct and honorable means, they attempted bribery and cor- 
ruption. To Joseph Reed, a general in the army and a mem- 
ber of congress, an offer was made of 1^il thousand pounds 
sterling, and any office within his majesty's giflt in the colonies, 
if he would endeavor to eflfect a reunion of thS tjvo countries. 
^< I am not worth purchasing,'' he nobly replied, *< ttut such as 
1 am, the king of Great Britam is not rich enough to do it.^' 

9. On receiving official notific?ttion of the treaties concivi^^ 
with her revolted colonies. Great Britain declared war agaiiii^t 
^France ; and the ministry, presuming that assistance would be 
«jent them, transmitted orders by the commissioners, that Phila- 
delphia should be evacuated, and the royal troops concentrated 
fit New-York. The execution of these orders devolved upon 
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sir He?nry. Clinton, who, general Howe having resigned, had 
been appointed commander-in-chief. On the 18th of June, the 
enemy quitted the city, and marched slowly eastward. 

10. Washington, leaving his huts in the forest, hung upon the 
rear of the British army, watching for a favorable opportunity 
to offer battle. On arriving at Monmouth, ih New-Jersey, 
general Lee, who had lately been exchanged, was ordered to 
take the conmiand of five thousand men, and, early in the morn- 
ing of the 28th, unless there should be powerful reasons to the 
contrary, to conunence an attack. He was assured, that the re- 
sidue of the army should follow and give him support 

11. Lee made dispositions to attack accordingly, but perceiv- 
ing the main body of the ei^emy returning to meet him, he 
retreated. Washington, advancuig to render the promised sup- 
port, saw him retiring, rode forward and addressed him in lan- 
guage implying disapprobation of his conduct He then directed 
him to form his men, on ground which he pointed out, and there 
oppose the progress of the enemy. 

12. These orders were executed with firmness. A warm en- 
gagement ensued, and Le^, when forced from the ground, 
brought off his troops in good ordeh Washington, at this mo- 
ment, arrived with the main body of his army, which joined in 
the action, and compelled the enemy to fall back to the position 
from which Lee had been driven. 

13. The day had been intensely hot; it was now almost dark, 
and the troops were much fatigued. Further operations were*^ 
therefore' deferred imtil the next mormng. In the night, sir 
Henry Clinton silently left his position, and continued his march 
to New- York. His loss amounted to near five hundred men ; 
that of the Americans to three hundred. Heat and excessive 
fatigue proved fatal to many. 

14. Lee, irritable and proud, could not forget the mann^ in 
which Washington had addressed him; and in two passionate 
letters, demsmded reparation. A court martial was instituted ; 
he was found ^Ity of misconduct on the day of battle, and of 
disrespect to the commander-in-chi^f j and was suspended from 
command for one year. He never afterwards joined the army, 
but died in seclusion just before the close of the war. 

15. The enemy having entered New- York, Washington con- 
ducted his army to White Pladns. Congress returned to Kiila- 
delphia; and in July received, with inexpressible joy, a letter 
from the count d' Estaing, announcing his arrival on the coast 
of the United States, with a large fleet, which had been sent, by 
^e king of France, to assist them in their struggle for indepeo-* 
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16. The count intended to surprise admiral Howe in the 
lUivare, but adveicse winds detained him on the passage, unti 
British fleet had sailed for New-Toric. He appeared be 
that harbor, but on sounding found ^at his largest ships c 
not enter it A combined attack, bj land and water, upon 
British forces at Newport, in Rhode Island, was then projec 

17. General Sullivan, who had been appointed to comn 
the troops, called upon the militia of New-£ngltnd to aid 
in the enterprise. £Qs army soon amounted to ten thou: 
men, and, ad he was support^ by the fleet, he felt confidei 
success. On the ninth of August, he took a position on 
north end of Rhod^ Island, and afterwards moved neare 
Newport. Admiral HoWe, having received areinforcem 
now appeared before the harbor, and the .count instantly pi 
sea to attack him. 

13. While making the preparatory ihanoeuvres, a furious st 
came on, which damagied and dispersed both fleets. As soo 
the weatheir would-permit, each commander sought the port f 
which he had sailed. The army, intent upon weir own obj 
witnessed with joy the return of the French fleet ; and great 
their disappointment when the count announced his intentio 
proceeding to Boston to reflt. The American officers ren 
strated, but hie was inflexible and departed. 

19. The army, deserted by the fleet, could remain no lonj 
with safety, on (he island, as the enemy might easily transp 
by water, large reinforcements from New* York to Newp 
General Sullivan immediately retreated to bis first position, 
was pursued, and shortly afler halting, was attacked by the c 
my. They were gallantly resisted and repulsed with loss. 

20. The next day, the two arinies connonaded each oti 
and the succeeding night the American general, tleceiving 
enemy by a show of resistance to the last, made a skilful reti 
to the continent. A few hours afterwards, the British recei 
such an augmentation of their force, that all resistance, on 
part of the Americans, would have been vain. At the close 
the season, the French fleet sailed to the West Indies. 

21. During this year, the British troops and their allies ^ 
played, in several instances, a degree of barbarity seldom eqi 
led in contests between civilized nations. That they were c 
tending against revolted subjects, itemed to' release them, 
their view, from all regard to the common usages of war. 1 
hie alliance with France, the hated rival of their nation, incre 
ed their hostHity. Instead of striving to conquer an honora 
foe, they thirsted as for vengeance on a criminal and outlaw. 

22. With mch vindictive feelings, Wyoming:, a happy 8 
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flourishing settlement in Pennsylvania, was attacked bj a band 
of tories and Indians. The men were butdiered, the houses 
burned, and the cattle driven off or kiUed. Those who had been 
made widows and oiphans were left without shelter and without 
food. Seldom has war spread distress and ruin over a more de« 
lightful region. New-Bedford, Mar&a's Yin^ard, E^harfoor, 
and ChariTvalley, were also visited and ravaged by the enemy.. 
AH the prq>erty within reach was destn>yed, and multitudes of 
peaceful and unoffending inhabitants were reduced to poverty 
and wretchedness. 

23. But in no instance did the enemy evince more ferocious, 
unrelenting cruelty than in their attack upon colonel Baylor's 
troc^ of light dragoons. While asleep ip. a bam at Tappan, 
they were surprised by a party undw general Grey, who com- 
manded his soldiers to use the bayonet only, and to give the re- 
bels no quarter. Inc^able*of defence, they sued for mercy. 
But the most pathetic supplications were heard without awaken- 
ing compassion in the commander. Nearly one half of the 
troop were lolled. To many, repeated thrusts were barbarous- 
ly given as long as signs of life remained. Several who had 
nine, ten, and eleven stabs through the body, and were left fin- 
dead, afterwards recovered. A few escaped, and forty were 
saved by the humanity of a British captain, who dared to diso- 
bey the orders of his general. 

24. Late in the fall, the army under Washington erected huts 
near Middlebrook, in New-Jersey, in which they passed the 
tvinter. In this campaign, but httle on either side was accom- 
plidied. The alliance with France gave birth to expectations 
which events did not fulfil ; yet the presence of her fleets on the 
coast deranged the plans of die enemy, and induced them to re- 
linquiA a part of their conquests. At the close of the year, it 
was a{^arent that Great Britain had made no progress in the 
accomplishmfnt of her purposes. 
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CHAPTER XXr. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1779. 

THE campaign of 1779, was distinguished by a change of the 
theatre of war, fit)m the northern to the southern section of the 
confederacy. Thither the enemy were invited by the prospect 
of easier victory.. Thie country was rendered weak by its scat- 
tered population, by the multitude of slaves, and by the number 
of tones intermingled with the whigs. 

2. Near the close of the preceding yea^, lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell, with 2500 men, sailed from New- York to the coast of 
Georgia, and landed his troops. Marchmg towards Savannah, the 
capital, he met on his route a sniall body of Americans, whom he 
defeated, and immediately took possession of the city. A de- 
tachment firom Florida under general Prevost invested Sunbury, 
which, after the fall of the capital, surrendered at discretion. 
Hiese were the only military posts in Georgia. All the troops 
that could escape retreated into South- Carolina. 

3. Soon after the conquest of Geor^a, general Lincoln took 
commaiiid of the American troops in the southern department. 
In April, leaving South- Carolina, he marched into the interior of 
Georgia ; upon which the British army, entering the state he had 
left, invested Charleston, the capital. Lincoln hastened back to 
its defence. On hearing of his approach, the enemy retired to 
Stono ferry. Thither Lincoln pursued them. An indecisive 
action was fought ; and a few days afterwards, they continued 
their retreat to Savannah. 

4. The heat of the season suspended farther operations untR 
September. Count d' Estaing,with a fleet carrying 6000 troops, 
th^ arrived on the coast. The two armies, in concert, laid siege 
to Savannah. At the expiration of a month, the count, impatient 
of delay, insisted that the siege should be abandoned, or that a 
combing assault upon the enemy'* works should immediately be 
made. General Lincoln determined upon an assault. Great gallan- 
try was displayed by the French and American, but greater by the 
Bridah troops. They repulsed the asssdlants, killing and vf ounding 
nearly a thousand men, and sustaining, on their part, but little loss. 
The count Pulaski, a celebrated Polish nobleman, in the service of 
the states, was mortally wounded. The next day the siege was 
raised, the French returning home„ and the Americans to South- 
Carolina. 

6. In the midst of these events, general Matthews, sailing fi'om 
New-York, conducted an expedition against Virginia. On the 
10th of May, he took possession of Portsmouth, without opposi- 
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tion, and ra^raged, fortwo weeks, that city and the adjacent coimtiy. 
The booty obtained, and the property destroyed, were of immense 
value. Before the expiration of May, the party returned to 
New^Yoric. 

6. Early in the season, colonel Clarke, of Yii^inia, who wm 
stationed at Easkaskia, on the Mississippi, achieved an enterprise 
conspicuous for boldness of design, and evincing uncommon 
hardihood in its execution. With only one hundrcNi and thiitf 
men, he penetrated through the wilderness, to St Vincents, a 
British post on the Wabash, in the heart of the Indian country. 
His route lay across deep swamps and morasses. For four or 
five mdes the party waded through water, often as high as the 
breast After a march of sixteen days, they reached the town, 
which, having no intimation of their approach, surrendered 
without resistance. A short time after, the fort c«^itulated» 
This fortunate achievment arrested an expedition which the 
enemy had projected against the frontiers of Vir^nia, and de- 
tached several tribes of Indians from the British interest 

7. The atrocities committed at Wyoming, and at several settle- 
thents in New- York, cried aloud for vengeance. — Congress, as- 
sembling ^ army of 4000 men, gave the command of it to general 
Sullivan, and directed him to conduct it into the country inhabited 
by the savages, and retort upon them their own system of warfare. 
Of this army, one division marched from the Mohawk, the other 
from Wyoming, and both forming a junction on the Susquehan- 
nah, proceeded, on the 22nd of August, towards the Seneca lake. 

8. On an advantageous position, the Indians, in conjunction 
With 200 tories, had erected fortifications to oppose their progress, 
l^hese were assaulted; the enemy after a slight resistance, gave 
Way, and disappeared in the woods. As the army advanced inta 
the western part of the state of New-York, that region now so fer- 
tile and populous, the Indians deserted their towns, the appearance 
of which denoted a higher state of civilization tb^n had ever be- 
fore been witnessed in the North American wilderness. The 
houses were commodious; the apple and peach-trees numerous, 
and the Crops of com then growing abundant. All were destroy- 
ed; not a vestige of human industry was permitted to exist 

d, iiaving accomplished this work of vengeance, severe but 
deserved,. and essential to the future safety of the whites, general 
Sullivan returned to Easton, in Pennsylvania, where he arrived 
iibout the middle of October. His whole loss, by sickness and 
the enemy, amounted to but forty men. 

10. On the first of July, general Tryon Sailed from New- York 
With a liwrge body of troops, and landii^on the coast of Connecti- 
cut, pkndered New-Haven, and laid Fairfield and Norwalk in 

^e»» Beft^re his return, general Wayne, with a detachment from , 
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the American army, made a daring assault upon Stoney Point, a 
strongly fortified post on the Hudson. About twelve at night, the ' 
troops, with unloaded muskets, arrived before the lines. They 
Tvere received with a tremendous dischai^ of grape-shot and 
musketry. Rushing forward,,they mounted the walls, and using 
^e bayonet only, were soon in complete possession of the fort. 

11. A more gallant exploit has seldom been performed; and 
iSbe humanity of the victors was equal to their valor. Notwith* 
standing the devastations in Connecticut, and the butchery of 
Baylor's troop, the scene 'of which was near, not an individual 
suffered after resistance had ceased. Of the enemy, sixty were 
killed, and upwards of five hundred made prisoners. The loss 
of fixe Americans was comparatively small. A gold piedal, pre-? 
sented by congress, rewarded the heroism of the victor. 

12. In September, a bloody naval battle was fought, near the 
«oast of Scotland, in wrhich John Paul Jones acquired the reputa^ 
tion of a daring and fortunate commander. He was a Scotchman 
by birth, but had been appointed, by the American congress, a 
<^ptain in their navy, and then commanded a squadron fitted out 
in the ports of France. At half past seven in the evening, his own 
ship, the Bon homme Richard, of 40 guns, engaged the Serapis, 
a British frigate of 44. After the action had continued an hour^ 
the two frigates approached so near to each other t^at^Jones, 
seizing the opportunity, lashed them togedier, 

13. The battle now became furious, and the carnage horrible. 
The Serapb was on fire not less than t^n times ; and often both 
fiigates were on fire at the same n^oment, presenting a sublime 
and dreadful ^ectacle. At length, the Alliance, one of Jones' 
squadron, came to his assistance ; but the two frigates being fast- 
ened together, many of her shot struck the Bon homme Richard^ 
At ten o'clock, the Serapis sunrendered. Her successful antago- 
nist was so shattered, that the crew were obliged to leave her im? 
mediately, and she.soon afber sunk. The PaJlas, which was also 
one of Jones' squadron, engaged at the same time and captured 
the pountesa q( Scarborough. The sqi^adron with the prizes 
then sailed for Holland, and arrived there in safety. 

14. At the close of the season, the northern army retired into 
winter-Kjpiarters, one division near M orristown, in New-Jersey, 
and the other in the vicinity of Wes^^pint, an important post in 
the highlands. Here they endured severe and constant suffering 
from cold, and nakedness, and hunger. Sometunes half the 
usual sdlowance, often less, was distributed to the troops ; and 
more than once the provisions were wholly exhausted. 

15. Application for relief was made to the magistrates of the 
neighborhood, and intimations were given that provisions, so pres- 
sing were the wants of the army, would be seized by force, if not 
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furnished voluntarily. The magistrates pron^[>tly attended to the 
call. Thej levied contributions arbitrarily from the people, who 
submitted to these exactions with a degree of patriotism equalled 
only by that displayed by the soldiers in the patient endurance of 
distress. 

16. Derangement in the finances produced these sufferings. 
Large sums had been annually raised and expended; andtheablUty 
of the people to pay taxes had progressively decreased. To supply 
deficiencies, paper money, to the amount of about one hundred and 
fiily millions of dollars, had been issued. This gradually depre- 
ciated, and, at the close of 1779, thirty dollars in paper were of no 
more value than one in specie. To purchase provisions with this 
money was at first difficult, and then impossible ; and congress 
now found their funds and tlieir credit exhausted. 

17. A change of system was necessary. For the supply of 
the army, each state was directed to furrn^ a certain quantity of 
provisions and forage. Loans were solicited from the pec^le, 
and nearly a million of ^dollars was^ raised hy bills drawn i]^n 
the American agents in Europe^ in anticipation of loans which 
they had been authorized to procure. These expedients afforded 
but temporary and partial relief. 

> 18. No class of persons suffered more from the depreciation 
of paper money than the army, and especially the officers. The 
pay, even of those of the highest grade, was rendered insuffident 
to provide them with necessary clothing. Discontent began to 
pervade the whole army. It required all the enthusiastic patriot- 
ism which distinguishes the soldier of principle ; all that ardent 
attachment to freedom which brought them into the field ; all the 
influence of the commander-in-chief, whom they almost adored, 
to retain in the service men who felt themselves crueUy neglects 
ed by the country whose battles they fought. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

CAMPAIGN OF 1780. 

THE first military operations of the enemy, in the year 1780, 
were directed against Charleston, the capital of South-Carolina. 
In the beginning of February, sir Henry Clinton appeared before 
that place, at the head of a part of his army. The assembly, 
which was then sittmg, delegated^o governor Rutledge, a patriot 
of splendid talents, and to his council, " the power to do every 

ng necessary for the public good.except taking away the life o^ 
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a Citizen,'' and adjourned. Armed with this extraordinary power, 
he made great exertions to call into action the strength of the 
state, and to place its capital in a posture of defence* 

2. The people of the country disregarded his repeated calls- 
Not more than two hundred repaired to Charleston. The garrison, 
commanded by general Lincoln, consisted of a body of militia from 
the country, of the citizens, of one thousand North-Carolina mili- 
tia, and of two thousand regulars. The number of the enemy, when 
all their reinforcements had arrived, amounted to nine thousand. 

3. On the first of April, the siege was begun in form, by the 
erection of works at the distance of eleven hundred yards from the 
city. On the 9th, the fleet, propelled by a strong Tfind, passed the 
forts on Sullivan's Island, without stopping to return their fire, and 
gained entire command of the harbor. On the 14th, lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton surprised a body of cavalry, which, to preserve 
a communication vnih the countiy, had been stationed at Monk's 
comer. Soon afler, batteries were erected nearer the city, firom 
which the fire was incessant and destructive. 

4. An offer to capitulate was then made ; but the British com- 
Doander refused to accept the terms proposed. On his part, terms 
irere offered, which were rejected by general Lincoln. The siege 
uras then pressed with increased vigor, and approaches made to 
within musket-shot of the American lines. The soldiers within 
were often killed at their guns by the enemy's marksmen. 

5. The citizens, whose mtercession had induced general Lin- 
coln to determine to defend the place, perceiving that prepara- 
tions for an assault were in forwardness, and seeing no hope of 
relief or escape, now requested him to accept the terms which sir 
Henry Clinton had proposed. A negotiation between the two 
commanders was, in consequence, opened, and, on the 12th of 
May, the capitulation was signed. 

6. The capital having surrendered, measures were adopted to 
overawe the inhabitants of the country, and induce them to return 
to ^eir allegiance to the king. Garrisons were placed in different 
parts of the state, and 2000 men were despatched towards North- 
Carolina, to repel several parties of militia, who were hastening 
to the relief of Charleston. Colonel Tarleton, making a rapid 
march of one bundled and five miles in fifty-four hours, met, at 
the Waxhaws, and attacked one of tliese parties, commanded by 
colonel Buford- His force being superior was soon victorious. 
The Vanquished, ceasmg to resist, implored for quarter. Their 
cries were disregarded. Upwards of two hundred and fifty 
were killed, or too badly wounded to be removed from the field. 
This barbarous massacre spread dismay throughout the coiintry, 
and gave a sanguinary character to future conflicts. 

7. To avoid being treated as enemies, tlie greater part of tho 
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inhabitants either gave their parole as prisoners, or ^bmitted tQ 
become subjects of the king. Sir Henry Clinton, afterwards, by 
proclamation, discharged the former from their parole and called 
upon all to einbody as militia in the service of Great Britain. Ih" 
dignant^t this dishonorable conduct, which left them only the al- 
ternative of fighting for or ac^inst their country, multitudes, seiz- 
ing their arms, resolved on a vindictive war with their invaders. 

8. *A party, who had taken reftige in North-Carolina, chose 
colonel Sumpter their leader. At the head of these, he returned 
to his own state, attacked ^uid defeated several scattered detach- 
ments from the British army. In one engagement, so decisive 
was his victory, that nine only out of nearly three hundred es- 
caped. By a succession of gsdlant enterprises, he reanimated the 
friends of freedom, and a spirit of determined hostility to Great 
Britain was again manifested in every part of the state. 

9. This spirit was cherished by the approach, from the north, 
of 4000 men, principally continentafe, under the conunand of ge- 
neral Gates. On their march through a sterile country, they en- 
dured all the evils and distresses of extreme famine. Lord Com- 
wallis, whom Clinton, on his return to New-York, had left com- 
mander-in-chief, hastened to oppose, in person, ^is victorious ge- 
neral. He placed himself at the head of two thousand veteran 
troops who had before been stationed at Camden, on the northern 
border of the state. 

10. On the night of the 15th of August, he marched, with his 
whole force, to attack the Americans in their camp at Clermont 
They, at the same hour, began to move towards Camden. The 
advanced parties met in the night and engaged. In several skir- 
mishes which took place, the British obtained the advantage. 
This made a deep impression on the militia, whose spirits were 
depressed by gloomy forebodings. 

11. When the morning dawned, the enemy advanced to the 
attack. At the first onset, the Virginia militia fled from the 
field, and their example was followed by others. The continen- 
tals, though left alone to contend with superior numbers, main- 
tained the conflict with great firnmess. For a short time, they 
had the advantage of their opponents, but were at length over- 
powered, and the flight became general. 

12. The ftigitives were pursued by Tarleton's le^onwkh re- 
lentless fury. When all were kHled, captured or dispersed, the 
pursuers, with speed unchecked, took the route towards Sump- 
tar's encampment This active partizan, who had lately been 
victorious in a skirmish, retreated precipitately, on hearing of 
^e defeat of Gates. At the Catawba ford, supposing he was 
beyond danger, he halted, that his troops, who were faUgued, 
^»iglit repose. His sentmels slept at their posts, apd the legion^ 
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rode into his camp before preparations could' be made for de« 
fence. Between three and four hundred were killed or wounded. 
The remainder were dispersed in |he wdods ; three hundred 
prisoners were released ; all the ba^age and stores fell into the 
power of the victors. 

13. Again supposing the state to be subdued, Comwallis 
adopted measures of extreme severity to suppress every latent 
inclination to revolt. He directed that all who, having once 
submitted, had lately given aid to the armies of congress, should 
be deprived of their property and imprisoned ; and that adl, who 
had once bom arms with the British, and afterwards joined the 
Americans, should suffer death. In consequence of these orders, 
several were executed, and many were reduced to poverty and 
wretchedness. . 

14. In these times of confusion and distress, the mischievous 
effects of slavery in facilitating the conquest of the country, be- 
came apparent. As the slaves had no interest at stake, the sub- 
jugation of tlhe states was a matter of no consequence to them. 
Instead of aiding in its defence, they, by a variety of means, 
threw the weight of their little influence into the opposite scale. 

1 5. There were yet some ciUzens, who, in all fortunes, adhered 
with firmness to the cause of independence. Of these, in one 
part of the state, general Sumpter was the leader, in another, 
general Marion. The cavalry of the latter were so destitute of 
the weapons of war, that they were obliged to cut their swords 
from the saws of the sa\^-mills. He was so successful in con- 
cealing himself in woods and marshes, that the enemy were 
never able to attack or discover him. From these dark retreats 
he oflen sallied forth, and fell unexpectedly upon partiea of the 
enemy, when marching through the country, or posted in gar- 
risons to overawe the inhabitants. In one of these sallies, he 
released one hundred and fifly continentals captured at Camden. 
His repeated and successful excursions preserved alive the spirit 
of resistance, and his high fame as a partizan was never tarnish- 
ed by any violation of the laws of war or humanity. 

16. Of those who submitted through fear, or from attach- 
ment to the royal cause, major Ferguson, a British officer of 
distinguished merit, was appointed commander. He was des- 
patched, by Comwallis, into the westem part of North-Carolina, 
where, other tories joining him, his force wa« augmented to 
1400 men. An enterprise against this party was concerted by 
the commanders of the militia, in the adjacent parts of the two 
Carolinas and Vir^a. About the first of October, they, by 
great exertions, assembled 3000 men at Gilberttown. Fror™ 
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these, fifteen Hundred choice riflemen were selected; who, 
mounted on the best horses, hastened to the attack of Fei^oson. 

17. He awaited them on the top of King's mountain. The 
militia, in three divisions, led by colonels ClevelSoid, Shelby, and 
Campbell, ascended it in different directions. These divisions, 
successively arriving, were each repulsed ; but each, when the 
enemy by an attack from a diflerent quarter, were recalled from 
pursuit, returned again to the charge. In this manner tbe ac- 
tion was continued for an hour with great spirit. Fei^uson was 
then killed, and with him expired the courage of his party. 
Eight hundred threw down their arms and became prisoners. 
One hundred and fifty were killed. Very (ew of the assailants 
feU. 

18. Comwallis, confident of his ability to subjugate tfie state, 
had followed Ferguson into North-CaroUna. Receiving notice 
of his entire defeat, he returned and took post at Winnsborou^. 
As he retired, Gates, who had assembled an army of 1400 men, 
advanced to Chaiiotte, where h^ determined to pasiS the winter. 
He was soon after recalled by congress, and, on the reconunen- 
dation of Washington, general Greene was withdrawn from the 
northern army to take command of the department of the south. 

19. By the northern army, which, as has been stated, was 
posted at West-Pomt and Morristown, little more was attempted, 
during the year, than to watch the motions of the enemy, in New- 
York, and protect the inhabitants from their incursions. The 
troops unfed, unpaid, and unemployed, discovered, at various 
times, a disposition to mutiny. On these occasions, the British 
commander, by means -of emissaries sent among them, invited 
them to repair to tiie city, where he promised them comfort and 
abundance. His invitations were disregarded. Relief from dis- 
tress was all they sought, and when that was obtained, they 
cheerfully returned to their duty. 

20. In July, a French squadron under admiral Temay, bring- 
ing 6000 troops, commanded by count Rochambeau, arrived at ' 
Rhode Island, which had previously been evacuated by tiie 
enemy ; they were immediately blockaded in the harbor they 
had entered, by a British fleet Reinforced by these troops, 
Washington determined to attack New- York ; the army marched 
to stations nearer the city, and rejoiced in the hope of being able 
to accomplish something for their country ; but the arrival fi'om 
England of another fleet, under admiral Rodney, disconcerted 
the plan which had been formed, 

21. Defeat at the south and disappointment at thfe north over- 
shadowed the land with gloom ; but intelligence that treason 
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had appeared in the American camp occasioned amazement and 
alarm. The traitor was Arnold, whom bravery in battle, and 
fortitude in suffering, had placed high in the s^ections of the 
pec^le. 

22. Upon the evacuatioa of Philadelphia, by the enemy, in 
1T78, he was appointed commander of tiiat station. Here, in- 
dulging in all the pleasures of an expensive equipage and sump- 
tuous table, he contracted debts which he was unable to dis- 
charge. To extricate himself from embarrassment, he made 
large claims against the government, a portion of which was re- 
jected. He was accused of extortion and of misuse of the pub- 
lic money ; and for these offences was tried by a court martial 
and sentenced to be reprimanded by the commander-in-chief. 

23. From this moment, he determined to avenge his wound- 
ed pride and supply his wants, by betrajring his country. In a 
letter to a British officer, he signified his change of principle, 
and his wish to restore himself to the favor of his prince, by 
some signal proof of his repentance. And about this time, for a 
purpose which afterwards too plainly appeared, he solicited and 
obtained the command of West-Point, the most important post 
in the possession of the American armies. 

24. He immediately opened a correspondence with sir Henry 
Clinton, smd proposed to deliver into his power the post that he 
commanded. To agree upon the mode of surrender, major 
Andre, a young man of splendid talents and adjutant-general of 
the Britfeh army, ascended the river from New-York, and, in 
the night, at a place near the American lines, had an interview 
with Arnold. Before he was prepared to return, the sloop of 
war which brought him was compelled to move down the river. 

25. In this emei^ency, Andre, disguised as a traveller, assum- 
ing the name of Anderson and fiimiiwed by Arnold with a pass, 
set out to return by land to New-York. He passed all the 
guards and posts wiUiout awakening suspicion ; but was stop- 
ped, when near the end of his journey, by three of the New- 
York militia, whose names were Paulding, Williams, and Van- 
wart. Supposing them to be soldiers of ihis own army, instead 
of producing lus pass, he declared himself a^ British officer and 
desired he might not be detained. *\ 

26. On discovering his mistake, he offere(^^em a purse of 
gold and a valuable watch, and iromlsed morelP^P^® rewards 
fitjm his government, if they would i^jiiit him fpf escape. Re- 
jecting, with patriotism worthy of all prftwe^-tdese templing of- 
fers, they conducted him to colonel Jameson, who was station- 
ed near the American lines. In his boots were found a par- 

I ticular statement of the stt^ngth of the garrison, and a descrip 
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tion of the works at West-Point. Anxious for the safety of 
Arnold, he desired the colonel to inform him that Anderson was 
taken. An express was unwarily dispatched i^nth the intelli- 
gence. Arnold, comprehending his danger, made a precipitate 
flight to New- York. 

27. Andre, disdaining longer concealment, then avowed him 
self to be the adjutant-general of the British armj. Suspicion 
being now excited, colonel Jameson transmitted to the CMnmaa 
der-in-chief, who was not far distant, information of all the 
events which had occurred. Washington, hastening to West 
Point made arrangements for repelling any attack that might bi 
made. Measures of precaution being taken, the fate of the pri 
soner was next to be decided. 

28. His case was referred to a board of officers. Appearin§ 
before them, he confessed, with ingenuous frankness, every cir 
cumstance relating to himself, but would disclose nothing whicK 
might involve others in his mbfortune. He displayed, in all hii 
conduct while a prisoner, great nobleness of mind ; but the 
board, constramed by duty, reported that he must be considered 
as a spy, and agreeably to the law of nadons, ought to suffer 
death. 

29. Sir Henry Clinton, by whom he was highly esteemed, 
made every exertion in his power to avert his fate. He entreat- 
ed, remonstrated and threatened. To have yielded, would 
have betrayed timidity and weakness, and encouraged Aiture 
treason. Andre suffered an ignominious death, with a degree 
of composure and fortitude which proved how great and illus- 
trious he might have been, had he not stopped, in an evil hour, 
to the commission of an Ignominious action. 

30. Arnold received, as the reward of his treachery, the sum 
of 10,000 pounds, and the rank of brigadier-general' in the 
British army. But he was detested by his new associates, and 
his name will be for ever sjmonymous with infamy and baseness^ 
In contrast with his, how bright shines the fame of the diree 
captors of Andre. They were not then, nor can they ever be, 
forgotten by a countijr n^'ch owes so much to ^ir fidelity. 
Each received the tl^nks of c 'ingress, a silver medal, and a pen- 
sion for life, whicBias been d. ^^^^^ ^^ ^ subsequent season of 
greater national Miperily, \ 

31. At the cU of the year >» '^> *^® troops of the northern 
army retiree} ti^e wintet^ quarters which they had last occupied. 
Again tbey endureu distress at which patriotism feels indi^Eiant 
and humani^ weeps. The harvest had been abundant. Plen- 
^ f eiped in the land, but want in the camp of its defenders. 
oeitiBtmess had succeeded patriotism, lassitude enthu8iawB,in the 
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breasts of the people, aad congress exerted its powers with too 
little vigor to draw forth the resources of the country. 

32. The soldiers of the Pennsylvania line were stationed at 
Morristown, in New-Jereey. They con^plained that, in addi- 
tion to sustaimng sufferings common to all, they were retained 
in service contrary to the terms of their enlistments. In the 
night of the first of January, thirteen hundred, on a concerted 
ffignal, paraded' under arms, and declared their intention of 
mardiing to Philadelphia, and demanding of congress a redress 
of their grievances. 

33. The officers strove to compel them to relinquish their 
purpose. In the attempt, one was killed and several were 
wounded. General W^yne presented his pistols as if intending 
xo fire. They held their bayonets to his breast ; " We love and 
respect you," said thev, " but if you fire you are a dead man. 
We are not going to the enemy. On the contrary, if they were 
now to come out, you should see us fight under your orders with 
as much alacrity as ever. But we wiU be amused no longer ; 
we are determined to obtain what is our just due." 

34. They elected temporary officers, and moved off in a body 
towards Princeton. General Wajme, to prevent them from 
plundering the inhabitants, forwarded provisions for their use^ 
The next day he followed, and requested them to appoint a man 
firom each regiment, to state to him their complaints. The men 
were appomted, a conference held, but he refused to comply 
witii their demands. 

35. They proceeded in good order to Princeton. Three 
emissaries from sir Henry Clinton meeting them here, made 
them liberal offers to entice them from the service of congress. 
The offers were instantly rejected, and the emissaries seized and 
confined in strict custody. Here they were also met by a com- 
mittee of congress, and a deputation from the state of Pennsylva- 
nia. The latter, granting a part of their demands, persuaded 
them to return to their duty. The agents of Gluiton were then 
given up, and immediately executed as spies. 

36. This mutiny, and another in the Jersey line, which was 
mstandy suppressed, aroused the attention of the states to the 
miserable condition of their troops. The amount of three 
months pay was raised and forwarded to them in specie. They 
received it with joy, as it afforded evidence that their country 
was not unmindful of their suflerkigs. 



CHAPTER XXIU. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1781, AND TERMINA. 
TION OF THE WAR. 



IN the spring of 1781, the project of besieging New-Toric 
was again resumed. Requisitions for men and stores were made 
upon the northern states, and, in June, the French and Ameri- 
can troops, marching from their respective positions, encamped 
together on ground contiguous to the city. But reinforcement* 
and supplies arrived sloidy, and the want of them compelled the 
troops in the field to remain inactive. 

2. In the southern department, far diflferent was the fortune 
of the opposing armies. That of which general Greene took 
the command, consisted of but 2000 men. Neariy one half of 
these he despatched, under general Morgan, into the western 
section of South-Carolina, where a British party, aided by the 
tories, were plundering and murdering the whigs without mercy 
and without restraint. 

3. Against the American detachment, Cornwallis despatched 
Tarleton, with a force considerably superior, and a large pro- 
portion of it cavalry. Morgan began to retreat, but disdaining 
to fly from an enemy, and uncertain whether he could escape an 
officer so distinguished as his pursuer for the celerity of his 
movements, he, on the 17th of January, halted at the Cowpens, 
and determined to hazard a battle, before his troops became dis- 
pirited and fatigued. 

4. Soon after he had placed his men, the British van appear* 
ed in sight. Confident of an easy victory, Tarieton rushed to 
the charge with his usual impetuosity. The militia posted in 
front yielded, as directed by Morgan, to the shock ; and the in- 
fantry composing the second liive, retreated a few yards. In the 
ardor of pursuit, the enemy were thrown into disorder : the in- 
fantry, facing about, poured upon them a fire as deadly as it was 
unexpected. Their disorder was increased, and a charge with 
the bayonet completed their overthrow. One hundred of the 
enemy were killed, and five hundred made prisoners. 

6. Seldom has a victory, atehteved by so small a number, 
been so important in its consequences. It deprived Cornwallis 
of one ^th of his force, and disconcerted his plans for the reduc- 
tion of North-Carolina. He sought,s^ however, to repair, by 
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active exertions, the loss which he had suffered. Having leamt 
that Morgan, the instant afler his victory, had inarched with his 
prisoners tpwards Virginia, he determined, if possiMe, to inter- 
cept him, and compel him to restore his trophies. 

6. Now commenced a military race which has liardly its 
parallel in history. Each army strove to arrive first at the fords 
of the Catawba, from which both, were equally distant. The 
American troops endured almost incredible hsurdships. They 
were sometimes widiout meat, oflen without fiour, and always 
without spiritous liquors. Many, marching over frozen ground 
without shoes, marked with blood every st^ of their progress. 

7* On the twelfth day afler the battle, Moi^n reached the 
fords and crossed the Catawba. Two hours afterwards^ Com- 
Wallis arrived, and, it being then dark, encamped on the bank. 
In the night; a heavy fall of rain made the river impassaUe. 
This gave Morgan an opportunity to remove the prisoners beyond 
the reach of his pursuer. And here he was joined by general 
Greene, who, leaving the main body of his army, with orders to 
march towards Virginia, had 'ridden, with but two or three at- 
tendants, one hundred and fifty miles for that purpose. 

8. At the end of three days, Comwallis found means to pass 
the river. The retreat and pursuit again commenced. On the 
second night, the Americans reache4 a ford on the Yadkin. Be- 
fore all had crossed, the British appeared, and a part of the bag- 
gage was left in their power. Again the two armies^ljHr ^^' 
camped on the opposite banks, and before morning, mmrh^ 
also was made impassable by the rain. This second preservation 
from imminent danger, persuaded the Americans that their cause 
Was fairored of heaven. 

9. The next day, Greene proceeded to Guilford court-house, 
where he was joined by the other division of his army. Corn- 
Wallis, marching up the Tadkin, crossed at the shaUow fords 
near its source. Both armies now started for the river Dan, on 
the borders of Virginia, and distant more than one hundred 
miles. The knowledge that there the course must terminate, 
gave fresh vigor to the troops, and a new impulse to their speed. 
On the fifth day, the American army, having, in the last twenty- 
four hours, marched forty miles, crossed the river in boats 
Which had been collected for the purpose, and scarcely were 
Ihey over, when the British appeared on the opposite shore. 

10. Chagrined that his adversary had thus eluded his grasp, 
Comwallis wheeled about and marched sullenly to Hillsborough. 
If ere many loyalists resorted to his standard. Six hundred 
Virginia militia having, in the mean time^ joined the American 
army, Greene determined to recross the I)an, and, by his pre* 
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sence in North-Carolina, support the courage of those who had 
embraced the cause of independeiice. 

11. CcNrnwaUis having detached Taj^leton, with his l^on, to 
the countiy on the branches of the Haw river, in order to coun- 
tenance the rising of the loyalists in that neighborhood, a body 
of cavahy, under 'lieutenant-colonel Lee, and of militia under 
general Pickens, were directed to march thither and attack hinu 
Lee, who led the van, overtook, in a long lane, a band of iories, 
on their way to the enemy. Mistaking him for Tarleton, they 
expressed a lively joy at the meeting, and declared their zealous 
attachment to the royal cause. 

12. Hoping to surprise Tarleton, who was but a mile in ad- 
vance, Lee forbore to correct their error ; but vi^e he was en-" 
deavoring to pass them, the militia came up and engaged their 
rear. Relinquishing his first project, he ordered his cavalry to 
fall upon the tories, who were slaughtered without mercy, while 
protesting they were "the very iiest friends of the king." Be- 
tween two and three hundred vere killed. Tarleton, alarmed 
by the firing, retreated instantly to Hillsborough. On his way, 
he cut down a small party of royalists, mistaking them for whig 
militia. 

13. Leaving Hillsborough, Cornwallis next encamped near 
Guilford court-house. Greene, having been still further 
strengthened by several bodies of militia, pursued and offered 
him batSe. On the 15th of March, an engagement was fought. 
At the first fire, the North-Carolina militia, who were in the 
front line, fled. The second line was also routed. The conti- 
nentals, who composed the third, fought with their usual bravery, 
and for an hour and a half maintained the conflict with great 

, firmness. They at length gave way, but retreated in good order, 
the slaughter they had made in the enemy's ranks preventing 
pursuit. Both sides sustained nearly an equal loss. 

14. This victor)', won by a far inferior force, was more glo-^ 
rious than advantageous to the British army. Greene, expecting 
and desiring to be attacked at his place of retreat, made prepa^ 
rations for a second engagement. Cornwallis, far from courting 
a battle^ deemed it prudent to retire to Wilmington, near the sea.- 
He was pursued for a few days, but so excessive had been the? 
sufferings of the Atnericans, from hunger and fatigue, that many 
fainted on the march, and at Ramsay's milb the army halted ta 
seek refi'eshment and repose. 

15. Afler remaining three weelcs at Wilmington, Cornwallis 
proceeded to Petersburgh, in Virginia. From Ramsay's mills,' 
Greene marched towaixis Can^den, where were posted ninef 

*ndred men, under the command of lord Rawdon. He took a^ 
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position on Hobkirk's hill, about a mile from the British en* 
trenchments. At this position, the Americans were attacked on 
the 25th of April. In the beginning of the action, their bravery 
gsuned advantages which, in its progress, were lost by the pre- 
. mature retreat of two companies, accasioned bj the death of all 
their officers. At this reverse of fortune, Greene retired a few 
miles from the field, both armies having sustsuned nearly an 
<equal loss. 

16. In April and May, several Briti^ posts in South-Caroli- 
na, fell into the power of the brave and s|Ctlve partizans, who, 
with small bodies of troops, were ever present, where oppression 
vTBa to be resisted, or glory won. Marion and Lee invested and 
took fort Watson. Orangeburg and fort Motte surrendered to 
SumptOT. Lee captured fort Granby, and Marion drove from 
Creorgetown the troops stationed to de^d it. None of these posts 
had numerous garrisons, the prisoners being less, in the whole, 
Ihan eight hundred ; but the advantages they had secured to the 
€nemy rendered their capture important to the American cause. 

17. About the last of May, lord Rawdon retired to Monk's 
«omer, near Charleston, leaving garrisons only at Ninety-Six 
and Augusta. The latter post was besieged by Lee, and soon 
capitulated. Ninety-Six, which was much stronger, was invest- 
ed by the main army. The siege had continued three weeks, 
and eventual success appeared certain, when intelligence arrived 
•that lord Rawdon, having received a reinforcement from Ireland, 

.was approaching, with two thousand men, to the relief of the 
place. All hope was now lost of reducing it by the slow opera- 
tions of a siege. On the 18tb of June, the Americans, with 
great gaHantry, made an assault upon the works. They were 
received with no less gallantry by the garrison, and repulsed. 
Crreene then retired towards North-Carolina, and three days 
afterwards lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety-Six. 

. 18. During this year, the inhabitants of the Cardlinas endured 
calamity and distress, from which humanity revolts with horror. 
^The country was ravaged and plundered by both armies. The 
people, in sentiment, were about equally divided. Village was 
hostile to village, and neighbor to neighbor ; and their hostility 
had been embittered by accusation and retort, by attack and re- 
prisal, until pillage, bummg, and murder, became familiar to«ll. 
Whenever a republican or ro3rali8t fell into the power of an ad- ' 
versary, he vms instantly sacrificed in re^oge of a friend, or to 
gratify political hatred. It is asserted that, m this manner, thou- 
sands were put to death. Each party aimed at the extirpation 
of the other, and the whole country presented an unvaried scene 
of blood and slaughter. But censure ought not to rest equally 



196 REVOLUTIONARY WAR. [1781. 

upon the two parties. In the commencement of the contest^ the 
British, to terrify the people into submission, set an examj^e 
which the tones were quick, but the whigs slow, to follow ; iad 
in its progress the American generals, and thej alone, seized 
eveiy occasion to discountenance such vindictive and bsarbaroui 
conduct. 

19. Lord Rawdon having returned to England, the conomand 
of the British troops, in South-Carolina, devolved upon lieute- 
nant-colonel Stewart. In the beginnihg of September, he took 
post at Eutaw. Greene marched against him from the higl^. 
hills of Santee. Their forces were equal, amounting on each 
side to two thousand men. On the 8th, a battle was fou^t, 
more bloody perhaps than any which had occurred during die 
war. The attack was made by the Americans ; the British, re 
solute and brave, made an obstinate resistance, but were at length 
driven in disorder from the field. 

20. A small number, on their retreat, took possession of % 
large brick house, and others of an adjoining picketed garden. 
From these strong positions, a deadly fire was poured upon the 
Americans, who persisted, for a kmg time, in a radii attempt to 
take them by storm. This check enabled the British ccnnmaa 
der to rally his broken battalions, and bring them again into ao 
tion. Greene, despairing of further success, withdrew hif 
troqps, carrying with him his wounded and prisoners. 

21. The loss on both sides was uncommonly great, in preop- 
tion to the numbers engaged. On the American side, thenon^ 
her of killed and wounded amounted to five himdred and fifty ; 
on that of the British, as stated by Uiemselves, to almost seven 
hundred. This sanguinaiy battle was followed by the retreat of 
the British army towards Gharieston. The Americans pursued, 
and by establishing a chain of posts at a short distance from that 
city, protected the state from their incursions. 

22. Comwallis, who lefl North-Carolina in AprB, arrived 9t 
Petersburgh, in Virginia, on the 20th of May. He ttere f(Mtiied 
a junction with a British detachment, which, commanded at first 
by Arnold and afterwards by Phillips, had previously gained pos^ 
session of Richmond and Portsmoiith. With the force now at 
his command, he flattered himself ths^ he should be able to add 
thli state also to the list of his conquests. 

23. The American troops, stationed in Virginia for its defence^ 
were indeed entireljitnsufficient to oppose any efieetual resist- 
ance. Under their gallant leader, the Marquis de la Fayette, 
^^ *^^®"*pl^l^ ®ven more than was expected ; but were un- 

AA^ P^'^v^^^ *he enemy from marching through the countrv, 
a destroying much public and private property. ' 
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24. From these excursions,ComwaUis was recalled to the sea- 
coast by his coihinander-in-chief, who, having intercepted a let- 
ter from Washington to Congress, became acquainted with the 
danger which threatened New- York. He was directed to take 
9, position near the ocean, where his army and the fleet might 
ftfToid mutual protection, until the event of the operations at the 
north should be known. He selected Yorktown and Glouces- 
ter point, situated on opposite sides of York river, which emp- 
ties into Ghesa^peake bay. He had an army of more than 
10,000 men, and S4[)plied all his means, with unwearied industry 
Tuad zeal, to fortify these commanding positions. 

25. In the mean time, but little progress had been made in 
^e preparations to besiege New- York. Of the 6,000 men, 
whom the northern states were required to furnish for that pur- 
pose, a few hundred only, at the beginning of August, had join- 
p\ the army. On the other hand, the enemy .in the city had 
|>e«^ stvengthened by the arrival of 3000 Germans. In this 
popture of affairs, the idea of an expedition against Cornwallis 
i)ccurred to the commander-in-chief. While deliberating on 
the enterprise, he received information that a French fleet, un- 
•(ief the count de Grasse, with 3000 troops on board, was on 
the way to America, and destined to the Chesapeake. 

•r 26. He hesitated no longer, but determined to conduct the 
expedition in person. The ^ow of an intention to attack New- 
York, was nevertheless preserved. Afler the troops lefl their 
^e^pective positions, and crossed the Hudson, their march was 
30 directed as to lead Sir Henry Clinton to believe that it was 
the object of Washington to gain possession of Staten Island, in 
prder to facilitate his designs against the city. The despatches 
he bad intercepted assisted to deceive him, and not until the ar- 
my had crossed the Delaware, and was thus beyond the reach 
of pursuit, did he suspect the real object of his adversary. 

27. He then determined to profit by his absence, or recall 
him, by some daring enterpiise at the north. Giving to the 
traitor Arnold, who had just returned fi'om Virginia, flie com- 
mmd of a strong detachment, he sent him against New-London 
a flourishing city situated upon the river Thames, in his native 
state. Nearly opposite, on a hill in Groton, stood fort Gris- 
wold, which was then garrisoned by militia, hastily summ(|^d 
(torn their labors in the field. 

28. Agwnst this fort Arnold despatch^ a part of his troops. 
It was assaulted on three sides at the same moment. The gar- 
rison, fighting in view of their property and their hemes, made 
a brave and obstinate resistance. By their steady and well- 
directed fire, many of the assadlants were killed. Pressing for- 
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vfard with peraevering ardor, the enemy entered the fort through 
the ecnhrazures. Immediately all resistance ceased. Initatei) by- 
gallantry ^fhich should have caused admiration, a Britidb officer 
inquired who commanded the fort. ^< I did," said cofeliel 
J^jrard, ^' but you do now," and presented him his sword. 
Tie seized it, and with savage cruelty plunged it into his l^osom. 
This was the signal for an indiscriminate massacre. 0£ one 
hundred and sixty men, composing the garrison, aU but forty 
'tvere killed or wounded, and most of them after resistance had 
ceased. Seldom has the glory of victory been tarnished by such 
detestable barbarity. The enemy then entered New-LondOn, 
which was set on fire and consumed. The property destroyed 
was of immense value. Perceiving no other object within the 
reach of his force, Arnold led back his troops to New-Yoric. 

29. The march of Washington was not arrested by this faBcr- 
barous inroad. He pressed forward with the utmost ^ed, the^ 
great object in view imparting vigor to his troops. At Ch^sl^r, 
he received the cheering intelligence, that admiral de 6ra|se 
had entered the Chesapeake with a force sufficiently strong to 
prevent the escape of the enemy by water. On the 25th of • 
September, the last division of the allied forces arrived at tie, 
place appointed for their meeting. The whole consisted of* 
16,000 men, and was furnished with a large and powerful trtin 
of battering artillery. 

30. A body of troops under general de Choise was stationed 
to watch the small garrison at Gloucester Point, on the narth 
bank of the river ; and on the 28th the several divisions, des- 
tined to besiege the main garrison at Yorktown, reached the 
positions assigned them. On the night of the sixth of October, 
advancing to within 600 yards of the enemy's lines, they begun 
their first parallel, and labored with such silence and diligence, 
that they were not discovered until morning, when the woiks 
they had raised were sufficient to protect tbm. 

3 1 . On the 9th, several batteries.being completed, a heavy can« 
nonade was begun. Many of the enemy's guns were dismoimt- 
cd, and portions of their fortifications laid level with the ground. 
On the night of the 11th, the besi^rs commenced their second 
parallel, three hundred yards in advance of the first This ap- 
prdich ivas ipade so much sooner than was expected, that the 
mea were not discovered at their labor, until they had rendet«d 
themselves secure frofti all molestation in front. The fire from 
the new b^eries was still more furious and destnictive. 

32. From two Britbh redoubts, in advance of their maia 
works, and flankmg those of thtft besiegers, the men m the trench- 
-^ ^ere so severely annoyed that Washingeon resolved to storm 
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them. The eaterpnBe «gaiiist one ms tMuanutted to an Ameri. 
can, that agarast the other to a French detachmenL Co]c»tel 
tiamilton, who led tbe van of the fonner, m»de such an impe- 
tuous attack, that possesaim was aoon obtained, with little alau^ 
ter. Retaliation Tor tbe carnage at fort Grisndd mi^t have 
been juBtified. But "the soidiers," eaid colonel Hamilton, "in- 
capable of injiCatisg examples of barbarity, 
provocation, spared eveiy man that ceasi 
French detachment was equally brave and 
posed bj a stronger force, suetained ft more 

33. Comwallis, perceiving no h(^ of ai 
tempted, on the evening of the 16th, to crosi 
intendii^ to force his way through the troo] 
and proceed by n^id marches to New-Tori 

the opposite shore, with the lirat division ol his army, a stonn 
dispersed lus boats and compelled him to abandon the project 

34. On the moining of the 17th, additional batteries were 
/completed by the besiegers. The cannonade became too power- 
ful to be resisted. The enemy's works were sinking nytidly 
fuider it, and nearly all their guns were silenced. Before noon, 
Comwallis beat a parley, and proposed that commissioners should 
be app(*nted to settle termajtif surrender. They were accord- 
ingly appointed, and on the I9th of October, the terms which 
they had agreed upon were ratified by the respective comman- 
ders. ■ 

35. The naval force in the harbor was surrendered to ds 
Graase, tbe garrison to the American general. To the garrison, 
the same terais were granted as had been conceded to the troopa 
who capitulated at Charleston ; and general Lincoln, who was 
present, was designated by Washington to receive the sword of 
Comwallis. The number of prboners exceeded seven thousand, 
of whom nearly three thousand were not fit for duty. 

36. On no occasion during the. war, did tbe American people 
manifest greater exultation ^ joy. To the Giver of all good, 
they united in rendering, with grateful hearts, tharJisg^ving and 
praise for the decisive victory which he had enabled them to gain. 
From the nature and duration of the contest, the affections of 
many had been so concentrated' upon their country, and so in- 
tense was their interest in its fate, that the news of this brilliant 
success produced the most rapturous emotions, under the opera- 
lion of which some were deprived of their, reason, ani^ne aged 
l^riot m Philadelphia expired. 

37. 'Che lose of a second entire army extinguished avery hope, 
whirb the people of Great" Britain had entertained, of the snbju- 
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gation of their colonic* Their burdens, which, although heavy, 
thej had borne with patience, while animated bj the prospect of 
success, now pressed with intolerable weight. They demanded, 
with an almost unanimous voice, that an end should speedily be 
put to a hopeless«and ruinous war. But the speech of the king 
to parliament, at the opening of the winter session, discovered, 
that his feelings and determination remained unchanged. Bear- 
ing nogportion of the burdens of war, he felt, with undiminished 
forc6» his reluctance to part with the authority which he had 
ttice exercised over three millions of subjects. 
^ 38. But the house of commons, speaking the sentiments of the 
people, expressed, in energetic language, their disapprobation of 
all furdier attempts to reduce the colonies to obedience by force. 
Lord North, contrary to the wishes of his sovereign, then re- 
signed the office of prime minister. Another cabinet wa^i 
formed, who advised the king to concede independence to the; 
colonies. Early in the spring of 1782, pacific overtures were 
accordingly made to the American government, and both nationa 
desisted from hostile measures. 

39. Congress had previously appointed John Adams, of Mas* 
sachusetts, a commissioner to treat with Great Britain, when-, 
ever her government should expreil a desire for peace. He 
was' one of the earliest opposers of parliamentary encroachment. 
Actuated by hatred of tyranny as well as love of country, he had, 
before resistaifce was contemplated by others, devoted all the 
energies of his powerful mind to the work of enlightening the 
people, and preparing them for the contest which he foresaw 
was approaching. In the continental congress he was conspi- 
cuous for his talents and zeal. Appointed minister to Holland, 
he succeeded in obtaining a loan at Amsterdam, when the re- 
sources of his country were almost exhausted, and in concluding 
with that republic a treaty of amity and commerce. 

40. As colleagues with him, congress now appointed Benja- 
min Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens. The first was 
minister to France. He was beloved by his country for the 
services he had rendered her; and illustrious throughout the 
worldibr his inventive genius and practical philosophy. John 
Jay was a native of New-Yori(; was distinguished for the purity 
of his moral character, and his attachment to the rights of man^ 
kind. He had long been a member of congress, and was then 
the repreientative of the United States at the Spanish court. 
Henry Laurens was a citizen of South Carolina, had been pre- 
sident of congress, had been appomted mmister to Hollantf, but 
when crossing the ocean, was captured by a British cruiser and 
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confined, on a charge of treason, to &e tower of London. In 
the endurance of sufferings in his country's cause, he displayed 
a character formed after Sie models of antiquity. 

41. To negotiate with these, Mr. Oswald was appointed on 
the part of Great Britain. The conferences were held at Paris, 
where, in November, 1782, preliminary articles were agreed 
upon. These were to form the basis of a definitive treaty, the 
conclusion of which was deferred until peace should take place 
between France, the ally of the United States, and Great Bri- 
tain. That event occurred on the third day of September, 1783 ; 
and, on the same day, a definitive treaty between the parent 
x;ountry and her late colonies was also signed. 

42. The provisions of the treaty attest the zeal and ability of 
the American negotiators, as well as the liberal feelings which 
actuated the new British ministry. The independence of the 
United States was fuUy acknowledged. The right of fishing on 
the banks of Newfoundland, and certain facilities in the enjoy- 
ment (^that right, were secured to them for ever ; and territory 
was ceded to them more extensive than the most sanguine had 
dared to anticipate or to hope. During the negotiation, France, 
to insure the fiiture dependence of her allies upon herself, endea- 
vored, by secret intrigues, to prevent them from obtaining as fa- 
vorable terms as even their late enemies were willing to grant — 
a striking proof of the selfishness of nations. 

43. miile the negotiations were pending, the American troops 
were retained in service, but remained unemployed at their va- 
rious stations. They saw with pleasure the end of their toils 
approaching, but apprehended, that their country, when she no 
longer needed tiieir services, would forget with' what zeal and 
fidelity tiiey had been rendered. The officers, especially, dread- 
ed that, after having, for want of pay, expended their private 
fortunes, and after having exhausted their strength in the per- 
formance of arduous and protracted services, they should be dis- 
missed in Iptoverty, without any secure provision for their future 
support 

44. In the course of the war, a resolution had been adopted 
by congress, stipulating that tiie officers, after being disbanded, 
should receive half-pay for life. This resolution had never been 
ratified by the requisite number of states, and no safe reliance 
could therefore be placed upon it. In December, 1782, the 
officers forwarded to congress a petition praying that all arrears 
which were due to tiiem might be discharged, and that, instead 
of half-pay for life, a sum equal to five years full pay should be 
paid or secured to them when disbanded, 
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45. The delay of congress to comply with this request produ- 
ced an alarming a^tation in that portion of the army stationed at 
Newburgh. An address to the officers was privately circulated, 
written with great ability, and admirably well fitted to work iq>on 
those passions which recent sufferings and gloomy forebodings 
had excited in every bosom. The writer boldly recommended 
that, as all the applications to the sjrmpathy and justice of c<mi- 
gress had failed of success, an appeal should be made to dielr 
fears. 

46. Fortunately the commander-in-chief was in camp. 
Though conscious that the officers had just cause of complaint, 
he was aware that duty to his country and even friendship for 
them, required that he should prevent the adoption of rash and 
disorderly expedients to obtain redress. Calling them together, 
he, by a calm and sensible address, persuaded them to rely still 
longer upon the disposition of congress to perfonn for them what* 
ever the limited means of the nation would permit 

47. In a letter to that body, ghring an account of these occqn 
rences, he maintained and enforced the claims of the officers 
with such pathos and strength of reasoning, that th^ request 
was granted. In November, 1783, the patriot army was dis- 
banded, and again mingled with their fellow citizens. In the 
same month, New-Tork was evacuated by the British froapa. 
General Washington, taking an affectionate leave of his officers, 
repsdred to Annapolis, where congress was sitting, and tiiere, 
at a public audience, with dignity and sensibility, re»gned his 
commission as commander-in-chief of the American armiesv 
Then, with a character illustrious throughout the world, be re* 
turned to his residence at Mount Yemon, possessiiig the siacere 
}ove and profound veneration of his countrymen. 



CtiAPTER XXIV. 

At>OPTI0N OF THE CONSTITUTION, 
AND WASHINGTON'S ADMINISTRA- 
TION. 



INDEPENDENCE and peace did not immediately produce 
all the advantages which had heen anticipated bj an ardent and 
sanguine people. The evils of war were protracted beyond its 
duration. Public and private debts bore heavily upon the peo- 
ple, restraiidng their enterprise and demanding all their re- 
sources. 

2. Unsupported by the sense of inuninent and common dan- 
ger, the articles of confederation were found insufficient to ac- 
complish the purposes of a national government. They confer- 
red upon congress the power, not to raise money^ but merely to 
make requisitions upon the states. These were often disr^ard- 
ed, no authority being given to enforce obedience. The reve- 
nue was therefore deficient, the public creditors were unpaid, 
and the national securities or evidences off debt (jepreciated so 
low that they were often sold for one eighth of theur nominal 
value. 

3. Neither did these articles confer the power to regulate 
commerce. Congress, therefore, could not make commercial 
treaties with foreign nations which would be obligatory upon the 
individual states. Unprotected by treaties, and unsupported by 
countervailing regulations, the American merchants were denied 
all participation, except on terms at once burdensome and de- 
grading, in the commerce of the world. The trade between 
me several states, which were considered separate and indepen- 
dent sovereignties, was also embarrassed by numerous restric- 
tions, producing firequent collisions, and diminishing the benefits 
which naturally flow from the unfettered Aiterprise and indus- 
try of man. Commerce languished ; and from the want of its 
vivifying influence, all the energies of the country were dor- 
mant 

4. To remedy these evils, congress applied to the states for a 
^rant of the power to regulate commerce, and to collect a reve- 
tiue from it. New-York alone refused ; but as unanimity was 
requisite, her single negative defeated the project. In the mean 
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time, the distress increased, and in Massachusetts, where it was 
greatest, urged to insurrection a portion of the inhabitants^ 
Near the close of the year 1786, they assembled, to the nimd>er 
of two thousand, in the nordiwestem part of the state, and, 
choosing Daniel Shays their lead^, demanded that the collec- 
tion of debts should be suspended, and that the legislature should 
authorize the emission of paper money for genend circulation. 

5. Two bodies of militia, drawn firom those parts of the stato 
where disaffection did not prevail, were immediately^ despatched 
against them, one under the command of general Lincoln, the 
other of general Sh^ard. They were easily dispersed ; and 
afterwards abandoning their seditious purposes, accepted ^e 
proffered indemnity of the government. 

6. So early as 1783, John Adams, bdng then minister in Eu- 
rope, and seeing in what light the American confederation wa^ 
regarded by foreign nations, suggested to congress the expedien- 
cy of effecting a closer union of the states, and of ccniierring 
more efficient powers upon the general government A convic-' 
tion of the necessity of such a course was also felt by general 
Washington, and most of the distinguished patriots of that pe-' 
riod. In S^tember, 1786, upon the proposition of Mr. M^i* 
son, of Virginia, a convention of commissioners from five of the 
middle states, was held at Annapolis, for the purpose of devising 
and reconmiending to the states a uniform system of commercial 
regulations. 

7. These comn^ioners, afler deliberating upon the subject, 
came to the conclusion that nothing short of a diorough re^rm 
of the existing government should be attempted. This opinion 
was expressed in the report of their proceedmgs, which was Isdd 
before congress. That body adopted, in consequence, a resolu- 
tion recommending that a convention of delegates from all the 
states should be held at Philadelphia, for the purpose of revi^ng 
the articles of confederation, and reporting such alterations as 
would render the federal constitution adequate to the exi^nces 
of government, and the preservation of the Union. 

8. With this recommendation all the states, except Rhode 
Island, complied ; and in May, 1787, the convention met Of 
this body of venerable and illustrious statesmen, George Wash- 
ington was unanimously elected president. They deliberated 
with closed doors, and at the end of four months, agreed upon if 
constitution for the United States of America, which, after be- 
ing repoi-tfed to congress, was submitted for ratification to con^ 
ventions holden in the respective states. 

^ 9. This constitution, under which the citizens of this republic 
we enjoyed such unexampled happiness and prosperity, differs, 
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in TDBny particulars^ from the artfclegf of confe<]eration. It con* 
nects the states more closelj together, by establishing a general 
amd supreme government composed of tiiree departments, legis- 
lative, executive, and jacKcial. 

10. The legislative departmei^ consists of a senate and house 
of representatives, and is styled the congress. The members 
of the house are chosen by the people, and hold their offices 
two years. They are apportioned among the several states, ac- 
cording to the number of inhabitants, as ascertained every tenth 
year by the census, deducting two fifths of the slaves. 

11. The senators are the representatives of the states, in 
their sovereign capacity, and are chosen by the state legislatures, 
each choosdng two. The constitution ordained that on assem- 
bling at the first session, they should be divided, ss equally as 
possible, ikito three classes. Those composing the firat class 
were to hold their offices but two years ; those composing the 
second class, four years ; those composing the third, six years. 
An subsequentiy chosen were to hold their offices six years, except 
sudi as should be chosen to supply tiie places of those who had 
died or resigned. Besides their legislative power, they have, in 
concurrence with the executive, a voice in all appointments to 
c^ce, and in the ratification of treaties. 

12. The executive power is vested in a president appointed 
by electors. These electors are chosen in tiie respective states, 
in such manner as the diflerent legislatures may prescribe, and 
are equal in nimiber to the senatora and representatives from 
the state in congress. If, however, no person receives a ma- 
jority of the votes of these electors tiie president is tiien chosen 
by the representatives, those from each state having but one vote. 
He is elected for four years ; but he may be impeached by the 
house, tried by the senate, and, if convicted of misconduct, may 
be removed from office. He is commander-in-chief of the 
land and naval forces. He nominates to the senate all officers 
of the general government, and with the advice and consent of 
two thirds of tiiat body, ratifies treaties. A vice-president is 
chosen at the same time, and in the same manner, to perform 
all the duties of president when that office is vacant by death, 
resignation, or removal. 

13. To pass a law, the house and senate must concur, and it 
is then to be sent to the president, who must approve it If he 
does not approve it, he must return it with his objections ; and 
it must then be agreed to by two-thirds of both branches. Laws 
thus enacted are obligatory upon the citizens individually, and 
may be executed by officers appointed by the president and 
«.nate Und^r tbe confede«tion. the ordinauces of Congress 
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operated only upon the states, and no efficient mode was provided 
for enforcing them. 

14. The constitution confers on congress the power to de- 
clare war ; to raJse and support armies ; to proviae and main- 
tain a navy ; to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex- 
cises ; to regulate commerce ; to coin money ; and all otiier 
powers of a general or national character. It dimimshes, in no 
respect, the liberty of the citizen, but transfers a portion of the 
powers, previously exercised by tha^ state governments, to the 
goveri^ment of the union. 

15. The judicial power of the United States b vested in a 
supreme court, and such inferior courts as the congress may 
establish ; and it extends to all cases arising under the constitu- 
tion, the laws of congress, and treaties ; to all cases of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction; to all controversies between 
citizens of different states, and between foreigners and citi- 
zens : the judges hold their offices during good behaviour. 

16. The new 'Constitution found opposers as well as advo- 
cates, and both were equally zealous. The former, ardently 
attached to liberty, imagined that rulers possessing such exten- 
sive sway, such abundant patronage, and such independent 
tenure of office, would become fond of the exercise of power, 
and in the end, arrogant and tyrannical. The latter professed 
equal attachment to liberty, but contended that, to preserve it, 
an energetic government was necessary. They described, with 
powerful effect, the evils actually endured from the inefficiency 
of the confederation, and demanded that a trial at least should be 
made of the remedy proposed. These took the name of fede- 
ralists, as friendly to a union of the states ; the appellation of 
anti- federalists was given to their antagonists 

17. In the conventions of eleven states, a majority, though in 
some instances a small one, decided in favor of its ratification. 
Provision was then made for the election of the officers to com- 
pose the executive and legislative departments. To the highest 
station, the electors, by a unanimous vote, elected George Wash- 
ington, illustrious for his virtues and military talents. To the 
second, that of vice-president, by a vote nearly unanimous, they 
elev^ated John Adams, who, in stations less conspicuous, had, 
with equal patriotism, rendered important services to his country. 

18. The fourth of March, 1789, was the day designated for 
the new government to commence its operations. The delays 
Incident to its first organization, prevented the inauguration of 
the President, until the 30th of April. The ceremony was wit- 
nessed, with inexpressible joy, by an immense concourse of 
citizens. In wijmpressire address io both houses of Congres», 
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he declared, with characteristic modesty, his " incapacity for 
the mighty and untried cares before him,'' and offered his <' fer- 
vent supplications to that Almi^ty Being, whose providential 
aid can supply every human defect, that his benediction would 
consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the 
United States, a government instituted by themselves for these 
essential purposes ; and would enable every instrument, em« 
ployed in its administration, to execute, with success, the func- 
tions allotted to his charge." 

19. He also expressed his firm conviction, " that the foun- 
dation of our national policy would be laid in the pure and im- 
mutable principles of private morality ; and that the pre-emi- 
nence of a free government would be exemplified by sdl the at* 
tributes which can win the affections of its citizens, and com- 
mand the respect of the world." 

20. "I dwell," said he, " on this prospect wiih every satisfac- 
tion which an ardent love for' my country can inspire ; since 
there is i^o truth more thoroughly established, than that there 
exists, in the economy and course of nature, an indissoluble 
union between virtue and happiness ; between duty and advan- 
tage ; between the genuine maxims of an honest and magnani- 
mous policy, and the solid rewards of pubhc prosperity and feli- 
city ; and since the destiny of the republican model of govern- 
ment is justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally, staked 
on the experiment intrusted to the American people." 

21. To establish a revenue sufiicient for the support of go- 
vernment, and for the discharge of the debt contracted in the re- 
volutionary war, was the first object of congress. For this pur- 
pose, duties were laid on the importation of merchandise, and on 
the tonnage of vessels ; and from these sources were drawn into 
the national treasury, funds which had before been collected and 
appropriated by the states on the sea coast 

22. Laws, creating a department of state, of the treasury, and 
of war, were enacted ; and Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Hamilton, and 
general Knox, appointed secretaries or principals. A national 
judiciary was constituted and organized. A resolve was passed, 
directing the secretary of the treasury to prepare a plan for the 
support of public credit ; and amendments to the constitution 
were proposed, which were subsequently ratified by the states ; 
and which, removing many of the objections made to it, rendered 
it acceptable to all. 

23. After the adjournment of congress, the president made a 
tour through New-England, where he was' received by the in- 
habitants with an affection bordering on adoration. People of 
«I1 classes crowded to behold the man whose virtues and talents 
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exalted him, in their view, above the heroes of ancient and mo- 
dern times ; and to present to him the undissembied homage of 
their grateful hearts. But to none did his visit give more exqui- 
site pleasure than to the officers and soldiers of the << patriot 
armj," who had been his companions in suffering and in victoiy, 
who were endeared to him by their bravery and fideli^ in war, 
and by the magnanimity with which, in peace, they endured un- 
merited neglect and poverty. 

24. At the next session of congress, which commenced in 
January, 1790, Mr. Hamilton, the secretary of the treasury, 
made his celebrated report upon the public debts contracted du- 
ring the revolutionary war. Taking an able and enlarged view 
of the advantages of public credit, he reconunended that, not osAy 
the debts of the continental congress, but those of the states 
arising from their exertions in the common cause, should be 
funded or assumed by the general government ; and that provi- 
sion should be made for paying the interest, by imposing taxes 
on certain articles of luxury, and on spirits distilled within the 
country. 

25. Upon this report an animated debate took place. Its re- 
commendations were opposed by that party who had seen,* or 
thought they had seen, in the constitution, many features hostile 
to freedom, and who remembered that Mr. Hamilton, when a 
member of the convention, had proposed that the president and 
senate should be appointed to hold uieir offices, during good be- 
haviour. Tliey now expressed their fears, that tiiie assumption 
of these debts would render the government still stronger, by 
drawing around it a numerous and powerful body of pubHc cre- 
ditors, who, in all its contests with the states or the pe<^le, would 
be bound, by the strongest of all ties, that of interest, to support 
it whether ri^ or wrong. This party, existing principally in 
the southern states, and professing an ardent attachment to the 
equal rights of man, took the name of republican. 

26. Mr. Madison proposed, that whenever the public securi- 
ties bad been transferred, the highest price which they had borne 
in the market should be paid to the purchaser, and the residue to 
tlie original holder. After an eloquent debate, this proposition 
was rejected. The party denommated federal, and existing 
principally in the northern states, supported throughout, with 
great ability and force of reasoning, the plans pf the secretary; 
but on taking the vote in tlie house of representatives, they were 
rejected by a majority of two. 

27. Afterwards this national measure was connected, as is too 
frequency the case in legislative bodies, with one which had ex- 
ted rouch local feeling. It was understood that, should t!:e 
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seat of government be fixed for ten years at Philadelphia, and 
afterwards permanentljat a place to be selected on the Potomac, 
some southern members would withdraw their opposition to the 
-fundmg system. A law to that effect was accoitlingly enacted. 
The former discussion was then resinned. The plans of the se- 
cretary were adopted in the senate and afterwards in the house, 
two members representing districts on tilie Potomac, changing 
their votes. The debt funded amounted to a little more than 
.£eventy-five millions of dollars ; upon a part of which three per 
cent, and upon the remainder six per cent interest was to be 
paid. 

28. The effect of this measure was great and rapid. The price 
of the public paper, which had fallen to twelve or fifteen cents on 
the doUar, suddenly rose to the sum expressed on the face of it. 
This difference was gained, in most instances, hy purchasers of 
the securities, who, feeling indebted, for this immense accession 
4}£ wealth, to the plans of the secretary, regarded him with en- 
diusiastic attachment. But in others, thi^ wealth, suddenly ac- 
quired without merit, excited envy and dissatisfaction. These 
joined the republican party ; who, fancying they were witnessing 
the fidfilment of their prediction, became more active in their 
opposition. 

* 29. The recomm^idation of the secretary to impose addi- 
tional duties, was not acted uppn until the next session of con- 
gress. Those on distilled spirits were proposed in order to ren- 
der the burdens of the inhabitants beyond the Allegany moun- 
tains, where no other spirits were consumed, equal to those of 
the inhabitants on the sea coast, who consumed most of the ar- 
ticles on which an import duty was paid. In the beginning of 
the year 1791, they were laid as proposed. A national bank, 
recommended also by the same officer, was in the same year in- 
corporated. Both measures met a violent opposition from the 
republican party. 

30. When the new government was first organized, but eleven 
states had ratified the constitution. Afterwards, North-Carolina 
and Rhode-Island, the two dissenting states, adopted it ; the for- 
mer in November, 1789, the latter in May, 1790. In 1791, 
Vermont adopted it, and applied to congress to be admitted into 
the union. The territory of this state, situated between New- 
Hampshire and New- York, was claimed by both, and both had 
made grants of land within its Dmits. In 1777, the inhabitants, 
refusing to submit to either, declared themselves independent. 
Although not represented m the continental congress, yet, during 
the war, they embraced the cause of their brethren in the other 
^ates, and to them their aid was often rendered, and wa3 alWays 
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efficient. Agreeablj to their request, an act was now passed, 
consUtuting Vermont one of the members of the union. An act 
was also passed, declaring that the district of Kentucky, then a 
part of Virginia, should be admitted into the union on the first 
day of June, in the succeeding year. 

31. In 1791, was completed the first census 'or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States. They amounted to 
3,921,326, of which number 695,655 were slaves. The reve- 
nue, according to the report of the secretary of the treasuiy, 
ampunted to 4,771,000 dollars, the exports to about nineteen, 
and the imports to about twenty millions. A great improvement 
in the circumstances of the people b^an at this period to be 
visible. The establishment of a firm and regular government,. 
»nd confidence in the men whom they had chosen to administer 
it, gave an impulse to their exertions which bore them rapidly 
iorvmrd in the career of prosperity. 

32. In 1790, a termination was put to the war whi^, for 
several years, had raged between the Creek Indians and thest^ate 
of Greorgia. Pacific overtures were also made to the hostile 
tribes inhabiting the banks of the Scioto and the Wabadi. The^ . 
beuig rejected, an army of 1400 men, commanded by gen^^ 
Harmer, was de^atched against them. Two battles were fouf^ 
near Ohillcothe, in Ohio, between successive detachments from 
this army and the Indians, in which the latter were Victorious. 

33. Emboldened by these successes, they made more vigorous 
attacks upon the frontier settlements, which sufiered all the dis- 
tressing calamities of an Indian war. Additional troops were 
rased, and the command of the whole was given to general St 
Clair. With near 2000 men, he marched, in October, into the 
wilderness. By desertion and detachments, this force was re- 
duced to fourteen hundred. On the thir^ of November, thej 
encamped a few miles firom the villages on the Miami, intendiiig 
to remain there until joined by those who were absent. 

34. But before sunrise, the next morning, just after the troops 
were dismissed from the parade, they were attacked unexpect- 
edly by the Indians. The new levies, who were in front, 
rushed back in confusion upon the regulars. These, who had 
been hastily formed, were thrown into disorder. They, how- 
ever, with great intrepidity, advanced into the midst of the ene- 
my, who retired from covert to covert, keeping always beyond 
reach, and again returning as soon as the troops were recalled 
firom pursuit. In these charges many brave -and experienced 
officers were killed ; the loss of men was abo great, and no per- 
manent impression was made upon the enemy .j 

^. At length, after a contest of three of four hours, St. 
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iDlwr, whoge ffl health disabled him from perfonnii^ Uie 
active duties of commander, determined to witlidraw from the 
field the remnant of his troops. The instant that the directions 
to retire were given, a disorderly flight commenced. Fortunately 
for the survivers, the victorious Indians were soon recalled from 
pursuit^ the camp, by their avidity for plunder ; and the van- 
quished continued their retreat unmolested to the frontier settle- 
ments. 

36. Ifi this battle, tbb numbers engaged on each side were 
supposed to be equal. Of the whites, the slaughter was almost 
beyond example. Six hundred and thirty were killed and mis- 
Bing, and two hundred and sixty were wo^jnded — a loss which 
proves at once the obstinacy of the defence, and the bravery of 
the Assailants. On receiving information of this disaster, con- 
gress,' resolving to prosecute tiie war with increased vigor, made 
provision for augmenting, by enlistment, |tiie military force of 
the nation to 5000 men. 

37. In tiie autumn of 1792, general Washington was again 
unanimously elected president of the Aijierican republic, and in 
Mard), 1798, was inducted into office. Mr. Adams was re- 
elected vice-president, in oppositi<Hi to Greorge Clinton, of New- 
Yoric. In the progress of these elections, but little party 
feeling was exhibited ; the repose of society was not disturbed, 
but the citizens raised to posts of the highest honor those whom 
tl^r judgments and affections designated as the most worthy. 

^. While the Americans, witii but littie alloy, were enjoying, 
under a government of their own choice, the blessings of inde- 
pendence and freedom, the people of France, by whose aid these 
blessings had been acquired, were experiencing all the miseries 
of anarchy. Grievously oppressed by institutions originating 
in times of ignorance and bsdbarism, tii^y had risen in the ma- 
jesty of physical strength, and declared their determination to be 
free. Against a whole people, aroused by their sufferings to de- 
mand their rights, what effectual resistance can be opposed ? Be- 
fore their energetic exertions, prompted by enthusiasm and di- 
rected by fatalskill,theirancient government crumbled tothedust. 
39. Passing at once from abject slavery to entire liberty, 
their conduct was marked by the most shocking excesses. The 
mild virtues of their king, alleviating but slightly the evils of 
despotism, could not save him from that resentment which 
consigned to indiscriminate destruction Che hereditary orders. 
Himself, his queen, and many thousands of the nobiRty and 
clergy, suffered death on the scaffold. A new government was 
instituted, having, for its fundamental principle, the universal 
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equality of man. Its form was often changed, and the reins of 
authonty were successively but unsteadily, held by the tempo- 
rary favorites of an unenlightened and capricious people. 

40. The Americans could not regard with indifference this 
struggle of their allies for freedom. They considered tfaw 
excesses as the first effects of sudden relief from oppression, 
and hoped that experience would produce sobriety of conduct 
and reverence for law. They hailed the French revolution asr 
the offspring of their own, and cherished the flattering expecta- 
tion that, by the diffusion of the principles of liberty, the 
whole civilized world would become partakers of its blessings. 

41. The French people, at the same time, regarded die 
Americans as their brethren, bound to them by the ties of gra- 
titude ; and when the kings of Europe, dreading the esta- 
blishment of republicanism in her borders, assembled in arms 
to restore monarchy to France, they looked across the Atlantic 
for sympathy and assistance. The new government, recalling 
the minister whom the king had appointed, despatched the citi- 
zen Genet, of ardent temper and a zealous republican, to sup- 
ply his place. In April, 1793, he arrived at Charieston, ia 
South-Carolina, where he was received, by the governor and 
the citizens, in a manner expressive of their warm attachment 
to his country, and their cordial approbation of the change in 
her institutions. 

42. Flattered by his reception, and pre^mingthat the natioa 
and the governpient were actuated by similar feelings, he as- 
sumed the authority of expediting privateers from that port to 
cruise against the vessels of nations who were enemies to France, 
but at peace with the United States, a procedure forbidden by 
the laws of nations, and derogatory to the government of the 
country. Notwithstanding thb illegal assumption of power, he 
received, on his journey to Philadelphia, extravagant marks of 
public attachment ; and, on his arrival there, << crowds flocked 
from every avenue of the city to meet the republican ambassador 
of an allied nation." Intoxicated by these continued and in- 
creased demonstrations of regard, he persisted in forming and 
executing schemes of hostility against the enemies of France. 

43. The British minister complained to the president, who, 
by the unanimous advice of his cabinet, directed Mr. Jefferson, 
the secretary of state, to lay befoi*e the minister of France the 
principles which would regulate the conduct of the executive ia 
relation to the powers at war. These principles ferbade the 
course which Mr. Genet had pursued. Relymg on the populiBo^ 
■ty of his nation, he attempted, by insolent and offensive declar- 
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ations, todiw^ the president from the ground he hacl taken. 
He threatened to appeal from the government to the people, a 
measure which other agents of the French republic had adopt- 
ed with success in £urope. Here the result was different. 
The people rallied around rulers, having the same interest as 
themselves. The minister was abandoned bj most of his friends ; 
his government, at the request of the president, annulled his 
powers ; and fearing to return, he remained in the country, a 
striking example of the imbecility of a factious individual 
among a people confiding in their rulers, and contented with 
their lot 

44. Th» conduct of Mr. Grenet, the atrocities conmiitted by 
the French people, and the dreaded damger of their example, 
alienated from them many of the citizens of the United States, 
especially those belonging to the federal party. And as the 
world was then agitated by the mighty contest between France 
and Great Britain — a contest which permitted not neutralitfr af 
feeling — ^those who became hostile to the former became natu- 
rally &e fiiends of the latter. To her they were besides attract- 
ed by identity of origin, by resemblance of institutions, by simi- 
larity of language, by community of laws, of Uterature, and of 
religion. 

45. The republicans retained an unabated aHection for the 
French, whose services they remembered with gratitude, and 
i¥hose struggles for freedom, agaunst the league of European 
tyrants, en^^ped all their syn^athy. Over diese two parties 
Washington, admitting no thought but for his own country, 
^watched with anxious solicitude, striving to restrsun their aber- 
irations, and to temper their mutud animosities. ^ 

46. After the defeat of St. Claur by the Indians, in 1791, ge- 
neral Wayne was appointed to command the American forces. 
Taking post near the country of. the enemy, he made assiduous 
and long protracted endeavors to negotiate a peace. Failing in 
these, he inarched against them, at the head of three thousand 
men. On the 20th of August, 1794, an action took place in the 
Ticinity of one of the British garrisons, on the banks of the Mia- 
mi. A rapid and vigorous charge roused the savages from their 
coverts, and they were driven more than two miles at the point 
of the bayonet. Broken and dismayed, they fled without re- 
newing the combat Their houses and cornfields were destroy- 
ed, and forts were erected on the mtes of the towns laid waste. 
In 1796, a treaty was concluded at Grenville, which, long and 
faithfully observed, gave peace and security to the frontier inha- 
bitants, permittmg the abundant population of the eastern states 
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to spread, with astonishing rapidity, over the fertile region north- 
west of the Ohio. 

47. The tax which had heen imposed upon spirits distilled 
within the coimtry, bearing heavily upon the people in the wes- 
tern counties of Pennsylvania, produced there disaffection aiui 
disturbance. All excise taxes, of which this was one, beinf 
considered hostile to liberty, great exertions were made to ex« 
cite the public resentment against those who should willingly pay 
it, and especially against the officers appointed to collect it. la 
September, 1791, a large meeting of malcontents was held at 
Pittsburgh, at which resolutions, encouraging resistance to the 
laws, were passed ; and subsequently other meetings were h^d, 
at which similar resolutions were adopted. Committees of coiv> 
respondence were also appointed to give unity of system to their 
measures, and to increase the number of their associates. 

48. A proclamation of the president, exhorting all persons to 
desist from illegal combinations, and calling on tiie magistrates 
to execute the laws, was disregarded. The marshall of the 
state, Yihile serving processes upon delinquent and offenders, 
was resisted and fired upon. The inspector of the revenue, 
dreading the indignation of the populace, procured a small de* 
tachment of soldiers to guard his house. These were attacked 
by a body of five hundred in»irgents, who, setting fire to several 
contiguous huildings,''^obliged the soldiers to leave the house, and 
deliver themselves up. Several individuals, zealous in support- 
ing the government, were ordered to quit the country and con^ 
pelled to obey. An intention was openly avowed of forcibly 
resisting the general government with the view of extorting a 
repeal of the offensive laws. ' The effective strength of the in- 
surgents was computed at seven thousand men. 

49. The president, conceiving himself bound by the most sof- 
lemn obligations, <^ to take care that the laws be faithfully execu- 
ted," determined to call out a part of the militia of Pennsylva- 
nia, and the adjacent states, to suppre^ this insurrection. In 
the autumn of 1794, fifteen thousand were detached, and being 
placed under the command of governor Lee, of Virginia, were 
marched into the disaffected counties. The strength of this ar- 
my rendering resistance desperate, none was offered, and no 
blood was shed. A few of the most active leaders were seized 
and detained for legal prosecution. The great body of the in- 
surgents on submission were pardoned, as were also the leaders, 
afler trial and conviction of treason. The government acquired 
the respect of the people, by this exertion of its force, and thej^ 
affection, by this display of its lenity. 
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60. Since the peace of 1783, Great Britain and the United 
States, had each incessantly complained that the other had viola- 
ted the stipulations contained in the treaty. The former was 
accused of having earned away negroes at the close of the revo- 
lutionary war ; and of retaining in her possession certain military 
posts situated in the western wilderness, and within the limits of 
the United States, in consequence of which the Americans were 
deprived of thehr share of the fur trade, and the Indians incited 
to make incursions upon the frontier settlements. The latter 
were accused of preventing the loyalists from regaining posses- 
sion of their estates, and British subjects from recovermg debts 
contracted before the commencement of hostilities^ 

61. For the purpose of adjusting these mutual complaints, 
and also of concluding a commercial treaty, Mr. Adams, in 
1786^ was appointed minister to London. Great Britain, aware 
that the articles of confederation did not authorize congress to 
bind the states by a commercial treaty, declined then to n^o- 
taate. - After the constitution was ratified, ministers were inter- 
chained, and the discussion was prosecuted with no little acri- 
mony and zeal. 

62. In 1794, Mr. Jay being then minister from the United 
States, a treaty was concluded, which, in the spring of the next 
year was laid before the senate. That body advised the presi*^ 
dent to ratify it, on condition that an alteration should be made 
in one of the articles. Its contents having, in the mean time^ 
been disclosed, the republican party exclaimed, in intemperate 
language, against most of the stipulations it contained. The 
partisans of France swelled the cry of condemnation. Public 
meetings were held in various parts of the union, at which reso- 
lutions were passed expressing warm disapprobation of the treaty, 
and an earnest wish that the president would withhold his ratifi- 
cation. Such appeared to be the wish of a great majority of the 
people; 

53. General Washington, believing that an adjustment of dif-^ 
ferences would conduce to the prosperity of the republic, and 
that the treaty before him was the best that could, at that time^ * 
be obtained, gave it his assent, in defiance of popular clamor. 
So great was the confidence reposed, by the people, in their be- 
loved chief-magistrate, that the public sentiment began imme- 
diately to change. The friends of the treaty not only increased 
in numbers, but gained courage to speak in its defence. And 
during the summer of 1795, the nation was agitated by a zealous 
and animated discussion of its merits. 

54. At tiiie next session of congress, it became a subject of 
consideration in ti^« house of representatives* The treaty, it« 



21(r WASHINGTON'S [17^5. 

negotiator, and even the {N^esideBt, were virulentlj censured, ami 
warmly defended, in a debate which has seld<mi been ecpiaUed 
for its intemperance, its eloquence, or its duration. On the final 
question, a majority of three voted in favor of the appropriation 
necessary to carry it into effect The subsequent prosperity of 
American commerce demonstrates the wisdom of the president's 
decision. 

65. The conduct of Spain towards the United States, had ever 
been cold and unfriendly. She feared lest the principles (ff 
liberty, and the desire of independence should find their way into 
her contiguous American provinces. During the negotiations 
at Paris, which resulted in peace, she secret^ ekerted h^ in- 
fluence to cause the western boundaries of die new repubDc, 
from the great lakes to Florida, to be fixed two or three hundred 
miles east of the Mississippi To the repeated offers, which 
were afterwards made, to form with her a commercial treaty, 
and to make arrangements respecting the mutual navigation of 
that river, she pertinaciously declined to accede. 

56. TVl^n the inhabitants beyond the Alleghany mountains 
had become numerous, she denied them access to the ocean by 
the medium of that river, ^e mouth of which was widiin h^ 
province of Louisiana. She intended, perhaps, to show them 
the importance of that privilege by withnolding it, and to allure 
them, by the promise of restoring it, to submit to her authority. 
The people of Kentucky, indignant at the deprivation, laid their 
complaints before congress. In bold and forcible language they 
asserted their rights, by the laws of God and of nature, to the 
free use of that noble river, and demanded that^ at any cost, the 
acknowledgment of thzt right should be obtained. 

57. At length Spain became involved jn a war with France. 
Embarrassed at home, and intimidated by the unauthorized pre- 
parations which, under the auspices of Genet, were making in 
Kentucky to invade Louisiana, she intimated her readiness to 
conclude a satisfactory treaty, should a minister be sent to 
Madrid for that puipose. Thomas Pinkney was accordingly 
appointed. In October, 1795, a treaty was signed, securing to 
the citizens of the United States the free navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi to the ocean, and the privilege of landing and depositing 
cargoes at New-Orieans. 

68. Thus were adjusted all controversies with two European 
powers, which, while they existed, retarded the prosperity, and 
disturbed the tranquillity of the country; and from which, at 
different periods, even war was seriously apprehended. In 
^^^' * treaty was also concluded with the regency of Algiers, 
^th which the republic was previously at war. It stipulated 
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that the United States, in confbrmity with the practice ot other 
nations, should, as the price of peace, pay an annual •4;i^ute to 
the sovereign of that country. 

69. Witfiin the last two or three years, several changes took 
place in the important offices of the nation. On the first day 
of the year 1794, Mr. Jefferson resigned the office of secretary 
of sts^. He had performed the duties of that office with ex- 
tra<Htlinary ability, and to the entire satisfaction of the president. 
Having been minister to France at the commencement of the • 
revolution there, he became acquainted with its prime movers, * 
and, anticipating from their exertions the diffusion of the prin- 
ciples of liberty and the renovation of the government, was, in 
ikte eaiiy stages of its progress, its enthusiastic and undisguised 
defender. Of the republican party, he was. considered the lea- 
der, ei\joying their highest coi^ence and warmest attachment. 
He was succeeded by Edmund Randolph, of Virginia. 

60. On the last day of January, 1795, Mr. Hamilton retired 
from the office of secretary of the treasury. He possessed dis- 
tinguished talents, and had exerted those talents to establish or- 
der where all was confusion, and to raise from the lowest de- 
pression the credit of the country. His complete success great- 
ly exalted his reputation, and to him the federalists, felt a sincer- 
ity of attachment equalled only by that entertained for Washing- 
ton. With him he had served in the revolutionary war, and 
had then acquired his confidence and affection, which he ever 
afterwards retained. Being the advocate of an enei^etic gov- 
ernment, and averse to intrusting much power with the people, 
he was peculiarly obnoxious to die republican party. He was 
accused of partiality to England, and of misconduct in office. 
After the closest scrutiny, his official character was acknow- 
ledged, by his enemies, to be without stain. He was succeeded 
by Oliver Wolcott, of Connecticut. 

61. At the close of the year 1794, general Knox resigned 
the office of secretary of wir, and colonel Pickering, of Mas- 
sachusetts, was appointed in his place. In August Mr. Ran- ^ 
dolpfa, having lost the confidence of the president, and having in ^ 
consequence retired from the administration, Mr. Pickering 
was appointed his successor in the department of state, and 
James M'Henry, of Maryland, was made secretary of war. No 
republican being now at the head of any of the departments, 
inany of the leaders of that party withdrew their support from 
the administration ; and licentious individuals, in their abusive 
attacks,^ dared to charge even the p^resident with corruption. But 
the confidence of the people in his integrity and patriotiam ez* 
perlenced not the slightest abatement. 
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62lt Th^ conduct of France toward* the American repoblk 
tontinutd to be a source of increasing trouble and vexation 
Mr. Fauchet, the successor of Genet, bore, from those by whoor 
he was deputed, the strongest assurances of friendship; but en 
couraged and supported by a numerous party, ardently attached 
to his nation, he gradually assumed towards the administratioD 
the tone of remonstrance and reproach. He chained it witb 
sentiments of hostility to the aUies of the United States, witb 
partiality for their formed foes, and urged the adoption of a course 
more favorable to the cause of liberty. 

63* The American government was in fact desirous of iul 
filling all its duties to France, and of conciliating her friendsh^). 
Mr. Morns, the minister to Paiis, havmg incurred the di^et> 
sure of those in power, was recalled at their request, ami his 
place supplied by Mr. Monroe of Virginia. This gentleman 
was a republican, and had embraced with ardor the cause ol 
the French republic. He was received in the most respectful 
manner by the convention, who decreed that the flags of the two 
republics, intwined together, should be suspended in the legisla- 
tive hall, as a mark of their eternal union and friendship. 

64. Mr. Adet was appointed soon afler, to succeed Mr. 
Fauchet. He brought with him the colors of France, whidi 
he was instructed, by the convention, to present to the congress 
of the United States. They were received by the president 
with extraordinary ceremonies, transmitted to congress, and af- 
terwards deposated in the national archives. In the house of 
representatives, a resolution was unanimously adopted, expres- 
sing the lively sensations which were excited by this testimony 
of the existing sympathy of the two republics, and their hope,, 
that the brilliant and glorious victones of the French people, 
would lead to the perfect establishment of their liberty and hap- 
piness. 

65. But France required of the United States more than pro- 
fessions and hop^, and more than by treaty she was entitled to 
claim. She wished to make them a party in the war she was 
waging with the despots of Europe. Failing in this, and jet* 
lous of the more intimate relations contracted with her enemy, 
she adopted regulations highly injurious to American bommeree, 
directing her cruisers to capture, in certain cases, the vesseb of 
the United States. In consequence of these r^ulations, se- 
-eral hundreds, loaded with valuable cai^oes, were, while pro- 

t.^cuting a lawful trade, taken and the whole confiscated. 

66. Believing that the rights of the nation were not asserted 
and vindicated with suflScient spirit by Mr. Monroe, the presi- 
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dent recalled him, and Charles C. Pinkney, of South Carolina, 
was appointed in bis stead. In the summer of 1796, he left the 
Uiiited States, instructed to use every effort compatible with na- 
tiojial honor, to restore the amicable relations which had once 
subsisted between the sister republics. 

67. General Washington, having at the sacrifice of his own 
predilections, devoted a^ great portion of his life to his country ; 
having successfully conducted its armies through an arduous con- 
flict for existence ; and having since directed its course through 
the most critical period of an experiment under a free constitu- 
tion, determined to retire to the enjojrment of domestic happiness 
and rural quiet. In September, he announced this determina- 
tioB to liis fellow citizens, and feeling for them all the solici- 
tude of a father for his children, he published at the same time 
a farewell address. 

68. From long experience, he had acquired an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the dangers to which the liberties of the repub- 
lic w«re exposed. These he deprecated, and warned his coun** 
trymen to shun, with all the impressive energy of conviction, and 
all the ardor of parental affection. He besought them, especial- 
ly, to frown indignantly, upon the first dawning of any attempt 
at a separation of the union ; to discard local attachments and 
sectional ai^Imosities ; to guard against the excessive indulgence 
of the spirit of party, and against cherishing a hatred of particu* 
lar nations, and an affection for others. 

69. This address was read with sentiments of profound vene- 
ration in every part of the union. Some of the state legislatures 
directed it to be insexted at large in their journals, and most of 
them passed resolutions expressing their respect for the author, 
their high sense of his exaked services, and the emotions with 
which iSiey contemplated his retirement from office. 

70^ To fill the station from which the father of his country 
had resolved to retire, the two great political parties brought for* 
ward their chiefs. The federalists, desiring that the system 
of measures adopted by Washington should continue to be pur- 
sued, and dreading the influence of French sentiments and prin- 
ciples, made the most active efforts to elect John Adams. The 
republicans, believing their opponents less friendly than them- 
selves to the maxims of liberty, and too much devoted to the 
British nation and. to British institutions, made equal exertions 
t# elect Thomas Jefferson. 

71. The result was the choice of Mr. Adams to be president, 
aiid Mr. Jefferson to be vice-president. Released from public 
.cares^ Washington hastened to Mount Vernon. Having estab- 
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lished his feme as the greatest hero and most distingniBbed 
statesman of the age, he there, devotmg his time to the c^ultiva- 
tion of an extensive farm, added to his titles of renown that of 
the most industrious and intelligent agricultorist of his country-. 



CHAPTER XXV 

% 

MR. ADAMS'S, MR. JEFFERSON'S, AND 
PART OF MR. MADISON'S ADMINIS- 
TRATION.—DECLARATION OF WAR, 



MR. ADAMS, 80(Mi after the commencement of his prea- 
dential term, received from Mr. Pinkney despatches of a most 
disagreeable and alarming nature. The Directory, then exer- 
cising the executive authority in France, had refused to accredit 
him, declaring their determination not to receive another mhiis- 
ter from the United States, until they had fully complied with 
the demands which had been made. He was moreover ordered, 
by a written mandate, to quit the territories of the republic. 

2. Congress were idknediately convened, and the den>atches 
laid before them. Their proceedings indicated a love of peace, 
hut also a firm determination to yidd to no unjnst demandk 
Laws were passed authorizing the president, whenever he should 
deem it necessary, to detach eighty thousand men from the mili- 
tia of the United States, providing for an increase of the navy, 
and for augmenting the revenue of the nation. To display to 
France, and to the world, his desire of peace, and to leave no 
means unattempted to preserve it, the president resolved to in- 
stitute another and more solemn mission, (xeneral Pinkney, 
John Marshall, and Elbridge Grerry, were accordingly appointed 
envoys to the French republic, and were instructed, as the first 
had before, been, to seek a reconciliation as the representatives 
of a people dreading war much, but the sacrifice of honor more. 

3. These also the directory refiised to receive. They were, 
however, addressed by persons verbally instructed, by Talley- 
rand, the minister of foreign relations, to make them proposal. 
In explicit terms, these unofficial agents demanded a large sum 
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of monej before any negotiation could be opened* To this insult- 
ing demand, a decided negative was given. A compliance was 
nevertheless repeatedly urged, until at length the envoys refused 
to hold with them any further communication. Afler remaining 
several months at Paris, pressing in vain to be received and 
heard, two, who were federalists, were ordered to leave France, 
but Mr. Gerry, who was a republican, was permitted to remain, 
and was invited singly to enter into discuss^Dns relating to the 
commencement of a negotiation. 

4* When these events were known in the United States, they 
excited general indignation. The spirit of party s^peared to be 
extinct. "Millions for defence, not a cent for tribute," re- 
Bounded from every quarter of the union. The treaty of alliance 
with France avas declared by congress to be no longer in force. 
Authority was given for capturing armed French vessels. 
Provision was made for raising immediately a small regular 
army; and, in case events t^ould render it expedient, for 
augmenting it. A direct tax and additional internal duties were laid. 

5. To command the armies of the United States, president 
Adams, with the unanimous advice of the Senate appointed 
George Washington. He consented, but with great reluctance, 
to accept the omce, declaring, however, that he cordlaUy ap- 
proved the measures of the government. 

6. No opportunity was presented of testing the courage and 
skm of the American troops. At sea, a desperate action was 
fought between the frigate Constellation, of 38 guns, commanded 
by commodore Truxton, and the French frigate L'InSurgente, 
of 40 guns. The latter, although of superior force, was captured. 
The same intrepid ofl&cer, in a subsequent action, compelled 
another French frigate of 60 guns, to strike her colors, but she 
afterwards escaped in the night. 

7. The United States, in arms at home and victorious on the 
ocean, commanded the respect of their enemy. The directory 
made overtures of peace. The president immediately appointed 
ministers, who, on their arrival at Paris, found the executive 
authority in the possession of Bonaparte as first consul. They 
were promptly accredited, and in September, 1800, a treaty was 
concluded satisfactory to both countries. 

8. While this negotiation was m progress, the whole Ameri- 
can people were overshadowed with gloom, by the sudden death 
of the Father of his country. On the 14tii of December, 17»9, 
afler an illness of one day only, general Washington expired. 
Intelligence of this event, as it rapidly spread, produced sponta- 
neous, deep, and unaffected grief, suspending every other thought, 
and absorbing every different feeling.- 

T 
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9. Congress!, then in session at Philadelphia, immediately ad- 
journed. On assembling the next day, (he house of representa- 
tives resolved, " that the speaker's chair should be shiNonded in 
black, and the members wear black during the session ; and that 
a joint committee should be appointed to devise the most suitsible 
manner of paying honor to the memory of the MAN first in war, 
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen." 

10. The senate, on this melancholy occasion, addressed a 
letter of condolence to the president of the United States. 
" This event," they observe, "so distressing to all our fellow 
citizens, must be particularly heavy to you, who have long been 
associated with him in deeds of patriotism. Permit us, sir, to 
mingle our tears with yours. On this occasion it is manly to 
weep. To lose such a man, at such a crisis, is* no common 
calamity to the world. Our country mourns a father. The 
Almighty Disposer of human events has taken from us our 
greatest benefactor and ornament. It becomes us to submit 
with reverence to HIM who maketh darkness his pavilion. 

11. " With patriotic pride we review the life of our WASH- 
INGTON, and compare him vHith those of other countries who 
have been pre-eminent in fame. Ancient and modem names 
are diminished before him. Greatness and guilt have too often 
been allied ; but his fame is whiter than it is brilliant. The 
destroyers of nations stood abashed at the majesty of his virtues. 
It reproved the intemperance of their ambition, and darkened 
the splendor of victory. 

12. " Such was the man Whom we deplore. Thanks to God, 
his glory is consummated. Washington yet lives on earth in his 
spoUess example — ^his spirit is in heaven. Let his countrymen 
consecrate the memory of the heroic general, the patriotic states- 
man, and the virtuous sage : let them teach their children never 
to foi^t that the fruits of his labors, and of his example, are 
their inlieritanceJ*'* 

13. Agreeably to the report of the committee, and the unani- 
mous resolves of congress, a funeral procession moved from the 
legislative hall to the German Lutheran Church, whfere an ora- 
tion was delivered by general Lee, a representative from Virginia. 
The procession was grand and solemn, the oration impressive 
and eloquent. Throughout the union similar marks of siffliction 
were exnibited. Awhole bereaved people appeared in mourning. 
In every part of the republic, fiineral orations were delivered,*^ 
and the best talents of the nation were devoted to an expression 
of the nation's grief. 

14. In pursuance of the law enacted in 1790, a place had been 
AfilecttdOA the Potomac, a few miles aVove Mount Vernon, for 
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the permanent seat of the national government. Within a 
district ten miles square, which was called the District of Co- 
lumbia, a city was laid out, to which the name of Washington 
was sropropriately given. Public buildings having been erected^ 
the 'officers of government removed to that place in 1800, and in 
November of Qiat year, congress, for the first time, there com- 
menced its session. 

16. At this period, a presidential election again recurred. 
•From the time of the adoption of the constitution, the republican 
party had been grsKlualty increasing in numbers. The two 
parties being now nearly equal, the prospect of success inspired 
both with uncommon ardor. The federalists supported Mr. 
Adams and general Pinkney ; the republicans, Mr. Jefferson and 
colonel Burr. The two latter received a small majority of the 
electoral votes ; and as they received also an equal number, the 
selection of one of them to be president devolved upon the house 
of representatives. After thirty-five trials, during which the na- 
tion felt intense solicitude, Mr. Jefferson was chosen. Colonel 
Burr received the votes of tlie federalists, and lost, in consequence, 
the confidence of his former friends. By the provisions of the 
constitution, he became, of course, vice-president. 

16. The causes which rendered Mr. Adams unpopular and 
led to a change in the administration were, his apparent coldness 
towards the French revolution ; the charge that the federalists 
generally were partial to Great Britain ; the expenditure of mo- 
n^ for building a navy and for other purposes alleged to be im- 
politic or useless ; the enactment of the sdien law, by which the 
president was authorised to compel suspected foreigners'to leave 
the country, and of the sedition law which provided that the 
authors and publishers of false and malicious accusations against 
the president and members of congress should be prosecuted and 
punished. But more efiectual than these was the charge that 
Mr. Adams, and the paity which supported him, entertained 
political opmions less favorable to liberty than those of the party 
which opposed him. — By deserting a man so distinguished as 
Mr. Adams for his talents, for his experience m political affairs, 
and for the important services which he had rendered to his coun- 
try in the revdutionary struggle, the people shewed how jealous 
tbey were of the liberty they had obtained, and how firmly they 
were determined to guard it from even possible danger. 

17. The control of the government being now transfen'ed to 
the republican party, they, at the next session of congress, re- 
pealed, afler a long and eloquent debate, a law altering the judi- 
cial system, which had been passed at the close of Mr. Adams's 
nAnlnid^tion. This repeal annihilated the offices of sixteen 
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judges, who bad just been appointed. At tbe same session, the 
internal duties were also abolished. 

18. A second census of the people, referdng to ISOO, was 
conipleted in 1801. They amounted to 5,319,762, having Ui 
ten years increased nearly one million four hundred thousand 
In the same number of years the exports increased from nineteen 
to nviety-four millions, and the i^evenue from 4,771,000 to 
12,945,0(>0 dollars! This rapid advance in the career of pros- 
perity has BO parallel in the history of nations, and is to be attri- 
buted principdly to the institutions of the country, which, se- 
curing equal privileges to all, give to the enteiprlse and industiy 
of all, free scope and full encouragement 

19. In 1802, the state of Ohio was admitted into the unioa 
It was formerly a portion of the Northwestern Ten^ory, ff» 
the government of which, in 1787, an ordinance was passed, bj 
the continental congress. With commendable foresight they 
provided that slavery, the source of weakness, of poverty, and of 
crime, should never exist in that extensive and fertile r^on. 
Tills is doubtless one of the causes of the unparalleled rapidity of 
its population. In thirty years from its first settlement, the 
number of its inhabitants exceeded half a million. The state of 
Tennessee, which was previously a part of North Carolina, and 
lies between that state and the river Mississippi, was admitted 
in 179«. 

20. The right of deposite at New-Orieans, conceded to the 
citizens of the United States by Spain, and necessary to tiie 
people of the western country, had, until this period, been freely 
enjoyed. In October, the chief officer of that city^ prohibit^ 
the exercise of it in future. This vicdation of a s<^emn engage- 
ment produced, throughout the states of Ohio and K^itucky, 
indignant clamor and violent commotion. In congress, a propo- 
sition was made to take possession, by foi*ce, of Uie whole 
province of Louisiana, and the injured people of the west were 
eager for permission to avenge their wrongs, and to regain their 
rights, by the s^vord, 

21. A more pacific course was adopted. Knowing that the 
pioviuce had been ceded, although not transferred, to France, 
the president instituted a negotiation to acquire it by purchase. 
In April, 1803, a ti*eaty was concluded, convejdng it to the 
United States for fifteen millions of dollars. 

22. Tlie territory thus added to the natioi^ domain, was first 
discovered by the French, who, in 1699, began a settlemei^ 
within its limits. It continued a colony of tha£ nation until 
^'''^ when it was ceded to Spain. In her possession it re- 
^^^**«il, slowly incr^a^bg in jiopulatiott, tmtil Oi^tober, ISOQ^ 
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virhea it was retroceded to France, and by her was afterwards, 
as has been related, trsuisferred to the United States. The in- 
habitants, a mixture of French and Spaniards, were not numer- 
ous. Its boundaries have never l)een defined. They embrace, 
at a moderate estimation, a territory more extensive than some 
of the most powerful European kingdoms, and in many parts 
the soil is exceedingly fertile. Its acquisition was considered, 
by the United States, of the greatest importance, as it gave them 
the entire control of a river, which is one of the noblest in the 
world. 

23. Since the year 1801, war had existed between the United 
States and Tripoli, one of the states of Barbary, situated on the 
coast of the Mediterranean. No memorable event occurred un- 
til 1803, when a large squadron, under the command of com- 
modore Preble, was despatched into that sea. On arriving be- 
fore Tripoli, captain Bainbridge, in the frigate Philadelphia, of 
44 guns, was sent into the harbcnr to reconnoitre. While in 
eager pursuit of a small vessel, he unfortunately advanced so far 
that the frigate grounded, and all attempts to remove her were 
in vsun. The sea around her was immediately covered with 
Tripolitan gun-boatSy and captain Bainbridge was compelled to 
surrender. The officers were considered as prisoners of war ; 
but the crew, according to the custom of Barbary, were treated 
as slaves. 

. 24. At the cs^>ture of this frigate, the enemy rejoiced and 
exulted beyond measure. Lieutenant Stephen Decatur con- 
ceived the design of retakii^ or destrojring her. Commodore 
Prebre, applauding the spirit of the youthful hero, granted him 
permission to make the attempt. In February, 1804, he sailed 
from Syracuse, in a small schooner, having on board but seven- 
ty-six men, entered undiscovered the harbor of Tripoli, and ad- 
vancing boldly took a station alongdde the frigate. Perceiving 
the crew in c<Mistemation, Decatur sfuang on board, his men 
followed, and with drawn swords rushed upon the enemy. The 
decks were soon cleared, some being UUbd, and others driven 
into the sea. 

25< A heavy camumade upon the frigate, from the batteries 
on i^ore and the corsairs nem*, was now commenced, and 
several vessels of war were, seen approaching. She was set on 
fire and abandoned, none of the party being killed and but four 
WQunded. Throughout all the puratical states, this brilliant ex- 
ploit exalted the reputation of the American arms. The presi- 
dent, in reward of his address and bravery, promoted lieutenant 
Decatur to the rank of post-cs^ptain in the navy. 

26. While the squadron remained b^re Tripoli^ other deeds 
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of heroism were performed, evincing a love of fame and a devo- 
tion to country unsurpassed in Grecian or Roman story. Tl^e 
events and operations of this war shed a lustre upon die Ame- 
rican name, gave experience and character to the officers, and 
prepared them to acquire greater glory in a contest with a nobler 
foe. They were equalled howeVer, by an ent^rise on land, 
bold and romantic in its conception, and exhibiting, in its execu* 
tion, uncommon address and decision of character. 

27. William Eaton, who had been a captain in the American 
army, was, at the commencement of this war, consul at Tunis.r 
He there became acquainted witii Hamet Caramanly, whom ft 
younger brother had excluded from the throne of Tripoli. With 
iiim he concerted an expedition against the reigning sovereign, 
and returned to the United States to obtain permission and the 
means to undertake it. Permission was granted, the co-opera- 
tion of the squadron recommended; and such pecuniary assist-^ 
ance as could be spared was afforded. 

28. To raise an army in Egypt, and lead it to attack the 
xisurper in his dominions, was the project which had been con- 
certed. In the beginning of 1805, Eaton met Hamet at Alex- 
andria, and was appointed general of his forces. On the 6th 
of March, at the head of a respectable body of mounted Arabs, 
and sd)out seventy Christians, he set out for Tripoli. His route 
lay across a desert one thousand miles in extent. On his march, 
he encountered peril, fatigue, and suffering, the description of 
which would resemble the exaggerations of romance. On the 
25th of April, having been fifty days on the march, he arrived 
before Deme, a Tripolitan city on the Mediterranean, and found 
in the harbor a part of the American squadron, destined to as« 
sist him. He learnt also that the usurper, having received no- 
tice of his approach, had raised a considerable army and was 
then within a day's march of the city. 

29. No time was therefore to be lost. The next morning 
he summoned the governor to surrender, who returned for an- 
swer, " My head or yours." The city was assaulted, and afier 
a contest of two hours and a half, possession gauaed. The 
Christians suffered severely and' the general was slightly 
wounded. Great exertions were immediately made to fortify 
the city. On the 8th of May, it was attacked by the Tripolitan 
army. Although ten times more numerous than Eaton's band, 
the assailants, after persisting four hours in the attempt, were 
compelled to retire. On the 10th of June another battie was 
fought, in which the enemy were defeated. The next day the 
American frigate Constitution arrived in the harbor, which so 
ternfied the Tripolitans that they fled precipitately to flie d^rt. 
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30. The fWgate catoe, howe\rer, to arrest the operations of 
Latoii) in the midst of his brilliant and successful career. Alam&^d 
at his progress, the reigning bashaw had offered terms of peace- 
tvhich, being much more favorable than had before been offered, 
were accepted by Mr. Lear, the authorised agent of the govern- 
ment. Sixty thousand dollars were given as a ransom for the 
unfortunate American prisoners, and an engagement was made 
to withdraw all support from Hamet. The nation, proud of the 
exploits of Eaton, regretted this diplomatic interference, but the 
treaty was ratified by the president and senate ; and thus ended 

. the war In the Mediterranean. 

31. Colonel Burr, having lost the confidence of the republi- 
can party, became, in 1804, a candidate for the oflGice of go- 
vemor of New*- York : the federalists generally gave him their 
i'l^es, but Mr. Hamilton, considering him an unprincipled po- 
htican, openly opposed his election. The choice fell upon the 
rival candidsOe. A duel ensued between these distinguished in- 
dividuals, the challenge proceedmg from Burr. Hamilton was 
mortally wounded. This event produced a strong and lively 
sensation throughout the union. At the next presidential elec- 
tion, which occurred in the same year, Mr. Jefferson was elect- 
ed president, and George Clinton of New- York, vice-president, 
Ihe former receiving all but fourteen votes. 

32. Burr, notwithstanding his brilliant talents, now sunk, for 
a time, into merited obscurity. His future conduct showed, 
however, that, while unobserved by his fellow citizens, he had 
not been idle* In the autumn of 1806, his movements in the 
western country attracted the notice of government. He had 
purchased and was building boats on the Ohio, and engaging 
men to descend that river. His declared purpose >vas to lorm a 
settlement on the banks of the Washita, ui Louisiana ; but the 
character of the man, the nature of his preparations, and the in- 
cau^us disclosures of his associates, led to the suspicion that his 
true object was either to gain possession of New-Orleans, and 
erect into a separate government the country watered by the 
Miffiissippi-and its branches, or to invade, from the territories of 
the Unit^ States, the rich Spanish province of Mexico. 

33. From the first moment of suspicion, he was closely watch- 
ed by the agents of the government. At Natchez, while on his 
way to New-Orleans, he was cited to appear before the supreme 
<2ourt of the Mississippi Territory. But he had so enveloped 
his projects in secrecy, that sufficient evidence to convict him 
could not be produced, and he was discharged. Hearing, ho^v- 
cver, that several persons, suspected of being his accompIicoSy 
tad be^U ^rrejsted att New-Orleans and elsewhere, he fled in dis. 
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guise ttom Natdiez, was apprehended on the Tombigbee, and 
conveyed a prisoner to Richmond. Two indictments were focmd 
against him, one charging him with treason against the United 
States, the other with preparing and commencing an eiqpecyties 
against the dominions of Spain. 

84. In August, 1807, he Wad tried, upon those indicimentsf, 
before John Marshall, the chief justice of the United States. 
Full evidence of his guilt not being exhibited, he was acquitted 
by, the jury. The people, however, believed him guilty ; and 
by their desertion and contempt, he was reduced to a coiulition 
of the most abject wretchedness. The ease witii wh^ his plans 
were defeated, demonstrated the strength of the government, 
and his fate wUl ever be an impressive warning to ^ose who, in 
a free country, listen to the suggestions of criminal ambition. 

35. The wars produced by the French revolution continued 
to rage in Europe. The attempts, made by the nei^boring 
kings, to compel republican France to resume her monarchical 
institutions, had not only been resbted and defeated by her in« 
dignant citizens, but they had followed home the rolled inva- 
ders of their country, and had subdued diose who began the 
war with the hope and purpose of subduing France.' The na- 
tion had necessarily become a nation of soldiers, and one, more 
daring and fortunate than the others, had been placed at thdr 
head as chief of the republic. By his extraordinary talents, and 
the vast means subjected to his single wMl, he acquired control 
over most of the European I^ingdoms. 

36. England, however, unsubdued and undaunted, had be- 
come as pre-eminent on the water as France on the land. Her 
powerful navy expelled every hostile navy from the ocean, and 
rode triumphant in every sea. Ammca profitted from the de- 
struction of the ships and commerce of other nations. Being 
neutral, her vessels carried from port to port the productions of 
France and her dependant kingdoms ; and also to the pqrts of , 
those kingdoms the manufactures of England. Few ships were 
found on the ocean except those of the United States and Great 
Britain. 

37. The latter, having always found it impossible to man her 
'numerous fleets, by voluntary enlistments, had be&a. accustomed 

to resort to impressment, or seizing by force her subjects and 
compelling them to serve, as sailors, on board her ships of war. 
Soon afler the peace of 1783, she clahned a right to search for 
and seize them, even on board of neutral vessels while travers- 
ing the ocean. In the exercise of this |)retended r^ht, citizens 
of the United States, sometimes by mistake and sometimes by 
design, were seized, dragged from their friends, transported to 
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cHstant parts of the woxid, ^ompeiUed to perform the degradk^ 
dntj of British sailors, and to fight with nations at peace with 
their own. Against* this outrage upon personal liberty and the 
rights of American citizens, -Warfiington, Adams, and Jefferson 
had remonstrated in vain. The abuse continued, and every year 
added to its enormity, until a feeling of resentment was aroused 
worthy ihe best period of the Romsm republic. 

38. But not hi this mode only were the rights of the United 
States invaded and their interest sacrificed on the ocean. The 
carrying trade afforded a harvest too rich, and too tempting to 
British cupidity, to be long enjoyed unmolested. American 
ships, carrying to Eurc^e the produce of French colonies, were, 
in an early stage of the war, captured by British cruisers, and 
condemned by their courts as lawful priz^. Several European 
ports under the control of France, were declared, by British or- 
ders m council, dated in May, 1806, to be in a state of blockade, 
althou^ not invested with a British fleet, and American vessels, 
attempting to enter those ports, were also captured and con- 
demned. 

39. France and her allies suffered, as well as the United 
States, from these transgressions of the laws of nations. Her 
yengeance fell, not so much upon the belligerent inflicting the 
injury, as upon the neutral endurkig without resenting and re- 
pefling it. By a decree, issued at Berlin in November, 1806, 
the French emperor declared the British Islands in a state of 
blockade, and of course authorized the capture of all neutral 
vessels attempting to trade with those islands. From these 
measures of both nations, the commerce of the United States 
severely suflered, and their merchants loudly demanded of the 
government redress and protection. 

40. In June 1807, an event occurred, which for a time con- 
centrated upon one of the rival nations the whole weight of po- 
pular indignation. The frigate Chesapeake, while near the coasts 
of the United States, and unsuspicious of danger, was fired upon 
from the Leopard, a British ship of superior force, three of her 
men were killed and eigbteen wounded. Being unprepared for 
action, she struck her colors, was then boarded by a detachment 
from ihe Leopard, her crew mustered and four of them forcibly 
carried off upon the pretence that they were British deserters. 
The truth, upon investigation, was ascertained to be, that three 
of them were citizens of die United States, had been impressed 
by the British, and had afterwards escaped from their service. 

41. This insolent attack upon a national ship, — ^this wanton 
exei*cise of a claim derogatory to national honor, — ^aroused the 
spirit of the republic. The distinctions of party were forgotten. 
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numerous meetings of the citizens were held, and 'all concurred 
in t^e expression of a determination to support the government 
of their country in Hs efforts to obtain, whether by negotiation or 
war, satisfaction for this insulting outrage. * 

42. The president, by proclamation, prohibited all Britisb 
ships of war from continuing in or entaing tiie harbors of the 
United States. He sent instructions to the minister at London 
to demand satis^ction for the insult, and security against future 
aggression. He summoned congress to meet and decide what 
further measures should be adopted. The British govemmeitf 
promptiy disavowing the act of its officer, the hostile feelings 
which had been excUed began to subside; but delaying to render 
satisfaction, and refusing to adopt adequate measures to prevent 
a continuance of aggression, they were not extinguished nor ap- 
peased. 

43. Bonaparte having declared his purpose of enforcing 
with rigor the Berlin decree^ the British government having 
solemnly asserted the right of search and impressment, and 
having intimated their intention to aclopt measures m retaliation 
of the French decree, the president recommended to congress 
that the seamen, ships, and merchandise of the United States 
should be detained in port to preserve them from the dangers 
which threatened them on the ocean. A law laying an in- 
definite embargo was in consequence enacted. A hope to 
coerce the belligerent powers to return to the observance of 
the laws of nations, by depriving them of the ben^ts derived 
from the trade of America, was doubUess a concurring motive 
for passing the law. 

44. A few days only had elapsed, when information was re- 
ceived, that Great Britain had prohibited neutrals, except upon 
the degrading condition of payii^ a tax or tribute to her, from 
trading with France or her allies, comprising neariy every mari- 
time nation of Europe. This was followed, in a few weeks, by 
a decree issued by Bonaparte, at Milan, declaring that every 
neutral vessel, which should submit to be visited by a BritkJi 
ship, or to pay the tribute demanded, should be confiscated, if 
aflerr^'ards found in his ports, or taken by his cruisers. Thus, 
at the date of the embargo, were orders and decrees in existence 
rendering liable to capture almost every American vessel sailmg 
on the ocean. 

45. In the New-England states, the embai^o, withholding the 
merchant from a career in which he had been highly prosperous, 
and in which he imagined that he might still be favored of for- 
tune, occasioned discontent and clamor. The federalists, more 
J^^imeious there than in any other part of the union, pronounced 
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it a measure unwise and oppressive. These representations^ 
and the reel and severe distress which the people endured, pro- 
duced a rapid change in their political opinions* In a ejiort 
time, a majority became federaHsts, and opposed with zeal all 
the measures of the government. 

46. In the faU of 1808, a new election of chief-magistrate took 
place« Mr. Jefferson, believing that no person should hold that 
office more than eight years, and desirous of confirming the ex- 
ample of Washington, had previously announced his intention 
to retire to private life. James Madison was elected president 
and* George Clinton vice-president. 

47. In March, 1809, congress 'repealed the embargo, and 
substituted a law prohibiting all intercourse with France and 
Great Britain. Bonaparte, in retaliation, issued a decree, at 
Rambouillet, directing that all American vessels, which were 
then in the ports of France or might afterwards enter, should 
be seized and confiscated. 

48. In the nonintercourse law, a provision was inserted, that 
if either nation should revoke her hostile edicts, and the pre- 
sident should announce that fact by proclamation, tiien the law 
should cease to be in force in regaurd to the nation so revoking. 
In April, Mr. Erskine, the British minister at Washington, en- 
gaged, on the part of his government, that Ae orders^in council^ 
so far as they affected the United States, should be withdrawn on 
the 10th of June ; and the president immediately issued the pro^ 
clamation prescribed in the law. 

49. This arrangement ihe British ministry refiised to ratify, 
declaring that Mr. Erskine had no authority to make iJU *Re-> 
calling him, they appointed Mr. Jackson his successor. In a 
correspondence between this gentleman and the secretary of 
state, the former insinuated that the American government knew 
that Mr, Erskine was not autborizfid-ta loake.the arrangement, 
and knew of course that it would not be binding on Great Bri-r 
tain. This msinuation was distinctly denied by the secretary, 
but was subsequently repeated, in an offensive manner, by Mr. 
Jackson. He was immediately informed, that, on account of 
life indecorous conduct, no other conomunications fi*om him would 
be received. He was shortly afterwards recalled by his govern^ 
ment 

50. The nonintercourse law expired in May, 1810, when a 
proposition was made equally to bcih belligerents, that if either 
would revoke its hostile edicts, that law should be revived and 
enforced against the other. In August, Bonaparte, by his mi- 
nister of state, assured Mr. Armstrong, the American envoy to 
France, ^at the Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked, tho 
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revocation to take effect on the first day of November ensuing. 
Confiding in this assurance, the president, on the second day of 
November, issued his proclamation^ declaring that all inter- 
course with Great Britain was proh&ited, and ths^ an unrestndn- 
ed commerce with France was allowed. 

51. Great Britain having expressed a willingness to repeal 
her orders whenever France should repeal her decrees, she was 
now called upon, by the American envoy, to fulfil her engage- 
ment. She objected, that the French decrees could not be con- 
sidered as repealed, a letter from the minister of state not being, 
for that purpose, a document of sufficient authority. In answer 
to this objection, proof was presented that th6 French admiralty 
courts considered them repealed, and that no American vessel, 
although many had entered the ports of France, had been sub- 
jected to their provisions; Great Britain, however, still persist- 
ed to enforce her orders. 

52. For this purpose, she had stationed ships c^ war before 
the principal harbors of the United States. All American nrer- 
chantmen, departing or returning, were boarded, searched, and 
many of th^ sent to British ports, as le^l prizes. Impress- 
ments too were frequei^ and the Biitish officers, entertaining 
exalted ideas of their naval strength, and holdmg in contempt 
the republican Bag, exhibited, on adl occasions, an extreme inso- 
lence of behav^ior, which nations as weU as individuals e:iq>09e 
themselves to incur, by long and patient endurance of insult and 
aggression. 

53. In one instance, however, their insdence was deservedly 
punished. Comrmodore Rogers, sailing in the frigate President^ 
met, in the evening, a vessd on the coast of Virginia. He hail- 
ed, but instead of rec^ving an answer, was ha^ed in turn, and 
a shot was fired which struck the mainmast of the President. 
Th6 fire was instantly ivtiira«»d by the commodore, and conti- 
nued for a few minutes, when, finding his antagonist was of in- 
ferior force and that her guns were almost silenced, he desisted* 
On hailing again^ an answer was given, that the ship was the 
Brttu^ sloop of war Little Belt, of 18 guns. Thirty-two of 
hef men were killed and wounded, and the ship was mach dis- 
abled. 

54. Mr. Foster, successor to Mr. Jackson, arrived at Washing- 
ton in the summer of 181 1, and proposed terms of reparation for 
the attack on the ChesBpezk, These were, a formai disavowal 
of the act, restoration to the frigate of the surviving sailors taken 
frotn k, a pecuniary providon for those who were wounded, and 
for the families of those who were killed. These terms wext 

ccepted by the preskl^t 
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55. But the British envoy could give no assurance that his 
government was disposed to make a satisfactory arrangement 
of ^be subject of impressment, or to repeal the orders in coun- 
cil. These orders, on the contrary, continued to be enforced 
with rigor; and on the restoration of a free commerce with 
France, a large number of American vessels^ laden with rich 
cargoes, and destined to her ports, fell into the power of British 
cruisers. Such was now the state of affairs, that the United 
States suffered the evils of war, while Great Britain enjoyed the 
advantages. lier cruisers, since 1803, had captured nine hun- 
dred American vess^s. 

56. The patience of the nation was exhausted. President 
Madison, early in November, 1811, called congress together, 
laid before them the state of foreign relations, and recommended 
that the republic should be placed in an attitiide to maintain, by 
force, its wounded honor and essential interests. The repre- 
sentatives of the people, whose sentiments and feelings they ex- 
pressed, determined to act in accordance wifh the views of the 
president. 

57. Laws were enacted providing for the increase of the re- 
gular army to 85,000 men ; for the augmentation of the naval 
establishment ; empowering the president to accept of the ser- 
vices of volunteers, to make a detachment from the militia, and 
to borrow eleven millions of dollars. It was the expectation of 
many that Great Britain, witnessing these serious preparations, 
would recede from the stand she had taken. 

68. Events, however, occurred, while congress were in ses- 
sion, which considerably diminished this expectation. For 
several yesurs, the Indian tribes residing near the remote lake^ 
and the sources of the Mississippi, had displayed sjnnptoms of 
hostUify, murdering a number of whites and robbing others of 
their property. In the fall of 1811, general Harrison, with a 
small force, was sent into their territories, instructed to nego- 
tiate if possible, but to fight if necessary. On the 6th of No- 
vember, he arrived at Tippecanoe, their principal town, where 
he was met by Indian messengers, mth whom an agreement was 
made, that hostilities should not take place before the next morn- 
ing, and that then an amicable conference should be held. 

59. Just before daybreak, the savages, in violation of their 
engagement, made a sudden and furious attack upon the troops 
in their encampment. Nothing but the precaution of sleeping 
in order of battle, on their arms, saved Uiem from total defeat] 
A dreadful slaughter was made ; but the savages were finally re J 
pulsed, dispersed, and their town laid waste. A strong beliej 
^vas entertained, founded upon credible testimony, that they had 

TT2 • 
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been incited to hostility by Briti^ agents stationed among 
them. 

60. In February, 1812, John Henry, who had once resided 
in Canada, communicated to the president the fact, that in 1809 
he had been employed by the governor of that province ipor a 
secret mission to Boston, the metropolis of the New-England 
states; and that he nas instructed to confer with the d sarfected, 
upon the subject of a separation of those states from the union, 
and their fonning a polical connexion with Great Britain. He 
exhibited, documents in support of his disclosures, which he was 
led to make, by the neglect of his employer to I'eward him for 
his semces. It did not appear that he had succeeded in cor- 
rupting the fidelity of any individual ; but the attempt, in a time 
of peace, and in the midst of the most amicable professions, not 
only preserved in full force but increased the previous irritation. 

61. Congress continued to be employed until the 20th of May, 
in making preparations for war, still cherishing the hope that a 
change of policy in Europe would render imnecessary an ap- 
peal to arms. On that day, the Hornet arnved from London, 
brmging information that no prospect existed of a favorable 
change. On the first of June, the presideiit sent a message to 
congi^ess, recounting the wrongs received from Great Britain, 
and submitting the question whether the United States should 
continue to endure them or resort to war ? 

62. The message was considered with closed dooi^. On the 
18th, an act was passed declaring war against Great Britain. 
The measuro was decidedly condemned by a considerable por- 
tion of the citizens, among whom were many honest and able 
men. Exercising the undoubted privilege of freemen, they 
examined, with the severest scrutiny, the measures and motives 
of the administration. They asserted that the war was unne- 
cessary, partial, and unwise : that it was unnecessary, liecause, 
in .their opinion, a satisfactory adjustment of all disputes might 
have been obtained by farther negotiation: that it was partial, 
because France had given greater provocation, in piYipoition to 
her means of annoyance, than Great Bntain : that it was un- 
wise, because the nation was not prepared for war; because, by 
declaring it against almost the only remaining enemy of France, 
tfie United States indirectly but powerfully assisted Bonaparfe m 
his design of universal conquest ; and because the expenses and 
sufferings it must unavoidably occasion, would more than coun- 
terbalance all the advantages sought to be obtained. And many. 
passing the lunits of candid and temperate discussion, indulged 

be^'oSw .""^ 'V""^^? ^^ ^^*^'^'^ '^^ government should be 
ne Object that is not manifestly corrupt. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1812, 



THE people of the United States rememb^^d, with pride, 
the patriotism and bravery exhibited by their army in the revo- 
lutionary war. A long period of peace and prosperity had in- 
creased their confidence in their own strength ; and the belief 
Was generally entertained, that victory over the same foe would 
now be so much the more certainly and easily gained, as the na- 
tion was more rich and populous. They did not reflect, that 
peace had impaired the military energies of the republic, while 
their enemy, by constant exercise in arms, had acquired, not only 
additional strength, but greater skill to use and apply it. 

2. From the veteran oflficers, who had acquired fame in the 
former condict, a selection was made to fill the principal posts in 
the new army. Henry Dearborn, of Massachusetts, was ap- 
pointed major-general and commander-in-chief. He was at the 
battle of Bunker's hill. In the expedition against Quebec, he 
served as a captain under Arnold. He distinguished himself on 
these and other occasions; and at the close of the war bore the 
commission of colonel. He held, for a long time, the office of 
secretary of war, and discharged its duties with exemplary in- 
dustry and skill. Thomas Pmkney, of South Carolina, was also 
appointed major-general. Among the brigadiers were Wilkmson, 
Hull, Hampton, and Bloomfield. 

3. At the time of the declaration of war, general Hull was 
also governor of the Michigan territory, of which Detroit is the 
capital. On the 12th of July, with two thousand regulars and 
volunteers, he crossed the river dividing the United States from 
Canada. On the same day, he addressed a proclamation to the 
Canadians, tendering them the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty, and assuring them, in a lofty tone, " that his force was 
isufficient to break down all opposition,'' and yet was but the 
vanguard of one much greater. It appeared to be his purpose to 
attack Maiden, and thence proceed to Montreal. 

4. Had tiie attack been instantly made, success would have 
been highly probable. A month was wasted in ruinous delay. 
Distrust and contempt expelled confidence and attachment from 
the breasts of the Canadians. The ardor of the troops began to 
cod. Maiden was remfon^ed ; and at this critical moment, in- 
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formation was received that Mackmaw, an American post above 
Detroit, had surrendered to a large hody of British and Indiai^ 
who were rushing down the river in numbers sufficient to over- 
whelm the American forces. Panic struck, general Hull has 
tened back to Detroit. 

6. General Brock, the commander at Maiden, pursued hini, 
with a force superior in number, but composed of militia and 
Indians. On^e 14th of August, he erected batteries opposite 
Detroit. The next day, he began a cannonade upon the Ameri^ 
can fortifications which was returned with precision and effect. 
On the 16th, the enemy crossed the river, taking post about three 
miles above the city. Meeting with no resistance, and hearing 
that some of the American troops were absent, general Brock 
resolved to march directly forward and assault the fort. 

6. I'he troops, cool and undaunted, awaited in good order the 
approach of the enemy, anticipating an easy victory. To the 
astonishment of all, general Hull fori>ade the artillery to fire, 
and hung out a white flag in token of a wish to capitulate. A 
correspondence between the two generals was immediately 
opened, which ended in the surrender of the army and of the 
territory of Michigan. 

7. It is impossible to describe the indignation of the soldiers 
and citizens, when they saw themselves delivered, by the autho- 
rity of one man, into the power of an enemy whom they supposed 
they might easily have conquered. Many believed him either a 
traitor or coward. An event so disgraceful, occurring in a 
quarter where success was confidently anticipated, caused 
throughout the union the greatest mortification and amazement. 
Stung by disappointment, all united in censuring general Hull. 
His greatest, perhaps his only fault, was want of decision and 
enei^. 

8. The people of Ohio and Kentucky were alarmed. Neariy 
ten thousand citizens made a tender of their services, and a part 
of them, placed under the command of general William H. Har- 
rison, marched toward the territory of Michigan. But great 
and numerous were the difficulties encountered ; the volunteers 
were unwilling to submit to the wholesome restraints of disci- 
pline ; and winter arrived before any important undertaking 
could be accomplished. Several incursions were made into the 
country of the savages, who, instigated by British agents, and by 
a celebrated Indian prophet, and commanded by Tecumseh, a 
gallant warrior, had become almost universally hostile. 

9. For the purpose of Invading Canada, in another quarter, 
^ army of regulars and militia was assembled on the northern 
frontier of New-York. It was far less numerous than the 
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government had anticipated. So happy was the condition of even 
&e poorest class of American citizens, that but few could be 
induced to enlist as soldiers. And in some of the states the 
plausible doctrine was maintained, that the officers of the gene- 
ral government have no power over the militia, until called into 
service and consigned to their authority, by the state executive, 
and that even then they cannot be compeUed to march beyond 
the boundary of the republic. Several governors actually with- 
held their militia, when called for by the president, and thus di- 
minished the amount of one species of force upon which the 
general government had relied. 

10. General Van Rensselaer, of the New- York militia, be- 
ing the senior officer on that frontier, had the command of these 
troops, which were called the army of the centre. His head 
quarters were at Lewistown, on the river Niagara, and on the 
opposite side wad Queenstown, a fortified British post. The 
militia displaying great eagerness to be led against the enemy, 
the general determined to cross over to Queenstown. The first 
attempt was defeated by tempestuous weather. On the 13th of 
October, a party, led by colonel Van Rensselaer, effected a land- 
ing, although opposed by a British force stationed on the bank. 
The colonel was severely wounded, but the troops, under cap- 
tains Ogilvie and Wool, advanced to storm the fort. They gain- 
ed possession, but, at the moment of success, general Brock ar- 
rived, from a neither ing post, with a reinforcement of six hun- 
dred men. These, although the most numerous, were gallantly 
driven back by the American troops^ In attempting to rally 
them^ general Brock wma killed. 

11. General Van Rensselaer, who had previously crossed 
. over^ now returned to hasten the embarkation of the rear divi- 
sion. To his astonishment, those who had lately shown such 
eagerness to me^ Ae enemy, now utterly refused to pass beyond 
the national boundary. He entreated and remonstrated, but in 
vain. Meanwiiile the enemy, having received another rein- 
forcement, advanced to attack the Americans in the fort A 
desperate and bloody conflict ensued, of which the militia were 
calm spectators. In the end, the British were completely victo- 
rious. Of one thousand men, who crossed into Canada, but 
few effected their ejcvpe, 

12. Soon after, g^i^rd Van Rensselaer retired from the ser- 
vice and was suceeeded by general A'exander Smyth, of Vir- 
^nia. In a turgid address to the « Men of New-York," he an- 
Bonnced thai, In a few da^s, he shouki plant the American stand- 
and in C^anada^ and invited them U) share in the danger and gkry 
of the enterprise. His force was increased, by those who obeyed 
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lib call, to 4500 men. The morning of the 28th of No- 
vember was assigned as the time for crossing. So tardy were 
the movements of the troops, that until afternoon, the first di- 
vision was not ready to leave the American shore. The enemy 
appeared in force on the opposite Imnk ; a council of officers 
decided that it was inexpedient, at that time, to cross ; and the 
troops were ordered to debark. They were disappointed and 
dissatisfied ;. but their clamor was zppessed by the assurance that 
another attempt would speedily be made. 

13. The neil day, they received orders to be in readiness to 
embark on the first of December. But their first disappoint- 
ment had sensibly damped their ardor. At the appointed hour, 
the boats were not ready to move ; and when ready, but 1500 
men were found willing to cross* . A council of war decided 
unanimously against proceeding, and again the troops were or- 
dered to debark. The phm of invading Canada was abandoned 
for the season. The blame of these failures was attributed, by 
the soldiers, to their conmiander ; and so highly were they ex^ 
asperated, that, for several days, his life was in danger from thelt 
fury. 

14. The army of Afe nor&, which was under the immediate 
t^ommand of general D^rbom, was stationed at Greenbushf 
near Albany, and at Plattsburg, on lake Champlain. From the 
latter post, a detachment marched a short distance into Canada^ 
surprised a small body of British and Indians, and destroyed a 
considerable quantity of public stores. Other movements were 
anxiously expected by the people ; but after the misfortunes at 
Detroit an^ Niagara, the general deemed 'A inexpedient to en- 
gage in any important enterprise. 

15. Thus ended the campaign of 1812. Although, on many 
occasions, extraordinary gallantry had been displayed, yet no- 
thing was accomplished, and the fosses sustained were numerous 
and heavy. Those who approved of the declaration of war 
felt disappointed, mortified, and dejected. They attributed most 
of the misfortunes of the country to the conduct of this federal- 
ists, whom they accused of endeavoring to prevent eidistmente 
into the army, knd of maintaining the most pernicious doctrines 
in relation to the militia. The f^eralists on tiie other hand, at- 
tributed these repeated failures to the imbeciHty of the adminis- 
tration, and to die unwise selection of military officers. They 
assumed a bolder tone of censure, and evinced a more deter- 
mined spirit of opposition. 

16. But while, on land, defeat and disgrace attended the arms 
of the republic, on the ocean, where the ii^uries which led to Hie 
war hadbeen inflicted, they gained a rich harvest of victory and 
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glory. Upon the declaration of war, the American officers and 
seamen glowed with ardor to avenge the sufTerings of their im- 
pressed fellow-citizens, and to vmdicate the honor of the repub- 
lican flag4 Those ships of war, which were ready for sea, im- 
mediately sailed in search of the enemy. 

17. On the 19th of August, captain Hull, who commanded 
tlie Constitution of forty-four guns, descried a British frigate. 
His crew, giving three cheers, requested to be [^aced alongside 
of their antagonist For three quarters of an hour, the latter en- 
deavoured, by skilful manoeuvering, to obtain the advantSge of 
position. Defeated in this, she advanced towards the Constitu- 
tion, firing broadsides at intervals. When she had approached 
within half pistol shot, a tremendous cannonade burst upon her 
from the American frigate. In thirty minutes, every mast and 
nearly every spar, bemg shot away, she struck her flag. 

18. She was found to be the Guerriere, of thirty-eight gun% 
commanded by captain Dacres. Of her crew, fifty were killed 
and sixty-four wounded. She had received so much injury that 
it was thought to be impossible to get her into port, and she was 
burned. The injury sustained by the Constitution was slight ; 
of her crew, seven were killed and seven wounded. Although 
she carried a few more guns than her antagonist, yet the im- 
mense disparity of eflect cleariy demonstrated the superior skill 
of jthe American seamen. Captain Hull, on his return to the 
United States, wa^ welcomed with enthusiasm, by his grateful 
and admiring couhtr3rmen, who conferred upon him those hoT 
nors and distinctions most dear to the patriot and hero. 

19. But this was the first only of a series of naval victories. 
On the 18th of October, captain Jones, in the Wasp, of eighteen 
guns, captured the Frolic, of twenfy-tWo, afler a bloody conflict 
of three quarters of an hour. In this acUon, the Americans 
obtained a victory over a force decidedly superior. On their 
part, but eight were killed and wounded ; on that of the enemy, 
about eighty ! On the 25th, the frigate United States, commanded 
by captain Decatur, encountered and captured the British frigate 
Macedonian. The former carried a few guns the most, but the 
disparity of loss was astonishingly great. On the part of the 
enemy, a hundred and four were killed and wounded ; on that of 
the Americans, but eleven ! The Wasp was unfortunately cap- 
tured, soon afler her victory, by a British ship of the line ; the 
United States brought her prize safely to New-York. 

20. A fourth naval battle was fought, and a fourth victory 
gained, on the 29th of December. On that day, the Constitu- 
tion, of forty-four guns, then commanded by captain Bainbridge, 
cnptured the British frigate Java, of thirty-eight. The combat 
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continued more than three hours. The Java was reduced to a 
wreck 5 of her crew one hundred and sixty-one were kiDed and 
wounded ; of that of the Constitution, thirty-four. 

21. Tticsc successive victories were peculiarly gratifying to 
the nation; they were gained, in the midst of disasters on land, 
and by that class of citizens whose rights had been violated: 
they were gained over a people ckiiming to be lords of the sea, 
whom long continued success had rendered haughty and insolent, 
and who had confidently boasted that the whole American navy 
woul3 soon be s%vept from the oceeoi. 

22. Many British merchantmen were likewise captured by 
the American navy; and privateers, issuinn: from almost every 
port, and many of them bewring flags inscribed " Free Trade 
and Sailor's Ri^ts," were remarkably successful. The num- 
ber of prizes, made during the first seven months of the war, 
exceeded five hundred. 

23. In the autumn of this year, the quadrennial period for the 
election of president and vice-president again recurred. The 
candidates for president were, the incumbent, James Madison of 
Virginia, and De Witt Clinton of New-YoHc; for vice-president, 
Elbridge Gerry, of Massachusetts, and Jared Ingersoll, of 
Pennsylvania. Those who were opposed to the war, supported 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Ingersoll ; and they were joined by many 
who believed that, should the former be elected president, and 
should he find it impracticable to make an honourable peace, he 
would call forth the resources, and direct the arms of the repub- 
lic, with more decision and energy. Great exertions were 
made by the partisans of the opposing candidates, and the pas- 
sions of the people, especially in the middle and noi^Uiem states, 
were highly excited. Of the electoral votes given, Mr. Madi- 
son received one hundred and twenty-eight, and Mr. Gerry one 
hundred and thirty-one, and were dected. Mr. Clinton received 
eighty-nine, and Mr. Ingersoll eighty-six. 
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CAMPAIGN OF 1813. 



AT the commencement of die sesskm oi congress, held in the 
ftutumn of 1812, the president, in his message, stat^ that, im- 
mediately after the declaration of war, he communicated to the 
Briti^ government the terms on which its progress might be 
arrested ; ^t these terms were, the repeal of the orders in coun- 
cil, the discharge of American seamen, and the abandonment of 
the practice of immressment ; and that the ministry had dedined 
to accede to his oners. 

2. He also stated that, at an early pmod of the war, he had 
received official information of the repead of the orders in coun- 
cil ; that two propositions (or an armistice had been made to 
him, both of which he had rejected, as they could not have been 
accepted without conceding to Great Britain the right of im- 
pressment. 

3. The rejection of these propositions was approved by the 
national representatives, who, far from abandoning the ground 
they had taken, adopted more vigorous measures for the prose- 
cution of the waff. The bounty, and the wages of soldiers, were 
increased. The prei^ent was autiiorized to raj^e twenty addi- 
tional regiments of infantry, to issue treasury notes, and to bor- 
row money. Provision was also made for building four ships 
of the line, six frigates, and as many vessels of war on the great 
lakes as the public service might require. 

4. So great was the desire of the citizens of the western coun- 
try to regain possession of the territory of Michigan, that, in or- 
der to effect it, general Harrison resolved to- undertake a winter 
campaign. General Winchester, with a portion of the western 
army, proceeded in advance to Frenchtown, a village on the 
rfver Raisin, net far from Detroit. A British party stationed 
in the village was attacked, routed, and entirely dispersed. 

6. The Americans encamped near the field of battle, a part 
of them being protected by close garden pickets. Although 
near an enemy's post, but little precaution was taken to ppevent 
a surprize. Early in the morning of the 22nd of January, they 
were attacked by a large force of British and Indians, the former 
commanded by colonel Procter, the latter by the.chiefe Round- 
head ami Splitlog. The troops in the open field were thrown 
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into* disorder. Creneral Winchester, and other officers, made an 
ineffectual attempt to rally them. They fled, but while attempting 
to escape were mostly Idlled by the Indiaivs. The general and 
colonel Lewis were made prisoners. 

6. The troops behind the pickets maintained the contest with 
undaunted bravery. At length colonel Procter assured g^ieral 
Winchester, that if the remainder of the Americans would imme- 
diately surrender, they should be protected from massacre ; but 
otherwise he would set fire to the village, and would not be re- 
sponsible for the conduct of the savages. Intimidated by this 
threat, general Winchester sent an order to the troops to surren- 
der, which they obeyed. 

7. Colonel Procter, leaving the wounded without a guard, 
marched back immediately to Maiden. The Indians accom- 
pafiied them a few miles, but returned early the next morning. 
Deeds of horror followed. The wounded officers were drag- 
ged from the houses, killed and scalped in the streets. The 
buildings were set on fire. Some who attempted to esca^ 
were forced back into the flames. C^icrs were put to death by 
the tomahawk, and lefl shockin^y mangled in the highway. 
The infamy of this butchery should not fall upon the perpetra- 
tors alone. It must rest equally uponthose who instigated them 
to hostility, by whose side they fought, who were able, and were 
bound by a solemn engagement to restrain them. 

8. The battle and massacre at Frenchtown clothed Kentucky 
and Ohio in mourning. Other volunteers, indignant at the 
treachery and cruelty of their foes, hastened to the aid of Har- 
rison. He marched to the rapids of the Miami, where he 
erected a fort, which he called fort Meigs, in honor of the go- 
vernor of Ohio. On the first of May, it was invested by a large 
number of Indians, and by a party of British troops from Maiden, 
the whole commanded by colonel Procter. 

9. Five days afterwards, general Clay, at the head of 1200 
Kentuckiaus, made an attempt to raise the siege. Dividing his 
force into sevei'al parties, and making an impetuous onset, he 
drove the besiegers from their works. His troops, supposing 
the victory complete and disregarding the orders of their com- 
mander, dispersed into the woods. The enemy, returning from 
their flightj^ obtained an easy victory. Of the Americans, two 
or three hundred escaped into the fort ; about three hundred 
were killed or made prisoners ; the remainder fled to the nearest 
settlements. The enemy sustained considerable loss. 

10. The fort continued to be defended with braverjrand skilL 
The Indians, unaccustomed to sieges, became weary and discon- 
tented. On the 8th of May, notwithstapdmg the entreaties of 
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their ciuef, Tecumseh, they deserted their alHes. On the 9th, 
the enemy, despairing of success, made a precipitate retreat. 
General Harrison, leaving general Clay in command, returned 
to Ohio for reinforcements ; but in this quarter active operations 
were not resumed until a squadron had been built and prepared 
for action on lake Erie. 

11. At Sackett's Harbor, on the northern frontier, a body of 
troops had been assembled under tb^ command of general Dear- 
bom, and mr^at exertions were made, by conmiodore Chauncey, 
to build and equip a squadron, on lake Ontario, sufficiently pow- 
erful to contend with fliat of the enemy. By the 26th of April, 
the naval preparations w^re so far completed that the general, 
and 1700 troops, were conveyed across the lake to the attack of 
York, the capital of Upper Canada. 

12. On the 27th, an advanced party, led by brigadier-general 
Pike, who was bom in a camp and bred a soldier from his birth^ 
landed, although opposed, at the water's edge, by a Superior 
force. After a short but severe conflict, the enemy were driven 
to their fortifications. The rest of the troops having landed, the 
whole party pressed forward, carried the first battery by assault, 
and were moving towards the main works, when the enemy's 
magazine blew up, with a tremendous explosion, hurling upon 
the advancing troops inmiense quantities of stone and timber. 

13. Numbers were killed, the gallant Pike received a mortal 
wound ; the troops halted for a moment, but recovering from the 
shock, agsah pressed forward and soon gained possession of the 
town. Of the British troops, one himdred were killed, nearly 
three hundred were wounded, and the same number made pri<» 
soners, Of the Americans, three hundred and twenty were 
killed and wounded, and nearly all of them by the explosion of 
the magazine. The flag which waved over the fort was carried 
to the dying Pike ; at his desire, it was placed under his head> 
when, with the smile of triumph on his lips, he expired. 

14. The object of the exp<edition attained, the squadron and 
troops returned to Sackett's Harbor, whence, the wounded and 
prisoners being lipided and other troops taken on board, it sailed 
to Fort Geoi^ at the head of the Lake. After a warm en- 
gagement, the enemy abandoned, and the Americans entered the 
fort The -fugitives retired to the heights, at the head of Bur- 
Ihigton bay. On their retreat, ihej were joined by a detach- 
ment from fort Erie and Chippeway. Two brigades, under 
generab Chandler and Winder, were despatched in pursuit. On 
the evening of the 6th of June, they encamped at Stoney Creek, 
in, &e vicinity of the enemy, who, oonsidering their ntuatioii 
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desperate, turned upon their pursuers and attacked them in the 

night 

15. The Americans received them with coohiess; but such 
was the darkness, that general Chandler, intending to place him- 
self at the head of his artillery, threw himself into the midst of 
a British party. A few minutes afterwards, the same mistake 
was committed by general Winder. Satisfied with the capture 
of these officers, und a few other prisoners, the enemy made a 
precipitate retreat. The American troops returned to fort 
Creoi^. This misfortune was soon followed by another. Ldeu- 
tenant-colonel Boerstler, having been sent, with 500 men, to dis- 
perse a body of the enemy coUected at ^e Beaver Dams, was 
surrounded, and the whole detachment made prisoners. 

16. While the greater part of the American army was thus 
en^loyed in Canada, the British made an attack upon the impor- 
tant post of Sackett's Harbor. On the 27th of May, Uieir 
squadron appeared before the town. Alarm guns instauitly as- 
seo^led the citizens of the neighborhood. General Brown, of 
the New-York militia, commanded in chief, his whole force 
amounting to about one thousand men. By his orders, a sli^ 
breast work was hastily thrown up, at the only place where the 
enemy could land* Behind this, he placed the militia, die regu- 
lars under colonel Backus forming a second line. 

17. On the morning of ^e 29th, one thousand British troops 
landed from the squadron. They advanced toward the breast- 
work. The militia, seized with a sudden panic, fled in confu- 
sion. Colonel Mills, in a vain attempt to rally them, was mor- 
tal]^ wounded. The regulars, after a spirited resistance, were 
compelled to retire towards the town, but in their retreat they 
took possession of the houses on the road. From these coverts 
they poured so destructive a fire upon the British column, that 
it halted and fell back. General Brown, by a stratagem, con- 
verted this slight check into a precipitate flight. Collecting die 
panic ^Tuck militia, he directed their course along a road, which, 
while it led from the village, appeared to the British commander 
to lead to the place of landing. Perceiving them marching with 
great i^[>eed, he supposed that their object was to cut off his re- 
treat, and re-embarked so hastily as to leave Hehind most of his 
wounded. General Brown, in recompense for his services, was 
appointed a brigadier in the regular army. 

18. Meanwhile, upon the sea coast, a distressing and preda- 
tory war was carried on, by large detachments from the power- 
ful unvy of Great Britain. One squadron, stationed in Dels- 
ware bay, captured and burned every meixhant vessel which 
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came within its readu The inhabitants of Lewiston, in the 
fitate of Ddaware, having refused to sell provisions to the ene- 
my, die viUage was bombarded and seversd attempts were made 
to landy but they were defeated by the militia. 

19. Early in the spring, another and more powerful squadron 
arrived in Chesapeake bay. It was commanded by admiral 
Cockbum, who, departing from the ususd modes of honourable 
warfare, directed h& efforts principally against unoffending citi- 
zens and peaceful villages. The farm-houses and gentlemen's 
seats near the shore were plundered, and the cattle driven away 
or wantonly slaughtered. Frenchtown, Havre de Grace, Frede- 
ricktown, and Georgetown were sacked and burned. Norfolk 
was saved from a similar fate, by the determined bravery of a 
small force stationed on Crahey Island, in the harbor. A furi- 
ous attack was made upon Hampton, which, notwithstanding the 
gallant resistance of its small garrison, was captured, and the 
unfortunate inhabitants Suffered all which a brutal and unres- 
trained soldiery could inflict. 

20. The ocean, in the mean time, had been the theatre of 
sanguinary conflicts, in which the victors gained untarnished 
laureb. Captain Lawrence, in the sloop of war Hornet, dis- 
covering, in the neutral port of San Salvador, a British ^oop of 
war of superior force, challenged her commander to meet him 
at sea. The challenge being declined. Captain Lawrence blocka- 
ded the port until forced by a ship of the line to retire. 

21. Soon after, on Ae 23d of Felwuary, the Hornet met the 
British brig Peacock, of about equal force. A fierce combat 
ensued. In less than fifteen minutes, the Peacock struck her 
colors, displajdng, at the same time, a signal of distress. The 
victors hastened to the relief of the vanquished, and the same 
strength which had been exerted to conquer was now exerted 
to save. Their efforts were but partially successful. She sunk 
before all her crew could be removed, carrying down nine Bri- 
tish seamen and three brave and generous Americans. In the 
battle, the loss of the Hornet was but one killed and two wound- 
ed ; that of the Peacock was never ascertained. 

22.* On his return to the United States, captam Lawrence 
was promoted to the command of the frigate Chesapeake, tfien 
in the Harbor of Boston. For several weeks, the British fri- 
gate Shannon, of equal force but having a selected crew, had 
been cruising before the port ; and captain Brook, her comman- 
der, had announced his vrish to meet, in single combat, an 
American frigate. Inflamed by this challenge, captahi Law- 
rence, although his crew was just enlisted^ and his officers were 

X2 
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strangers to him and to each other, set sail, on the first of June, 
in pursuit of the Shannon. 

23. Towards evening of the same daf , they met, and in- 
stantly engaged, with unexampled fury. In a very few min- 
utes, and in quick succession, the sailing master of the Chesa- 
peake was kiUed, captain Lawrence and three Lieutenants were 
severely wounded, her ngging was so cut to pieces that she fell 
on board the Shannon, her chest of arms blew u^, captain Law- 
rence received a second and mortal wound and was carried be- 
low ; at this instant, the position of the ships being favorable, 
captain Brook, at the head of his marines, gallantly boarded the 
Chesapeake, when every officer who could take command beh^ 
killed or wpunded, resistance ceased, and the American flag 
was struck by the enemy. 

24. That fortune favoured the Shannon cannot be doubted. 
That the event would have been the same had fortune favoured 
neither, is rendered probable by the astonishing effect of her 
fire. This unexpected defeat impelled the Americans to seek 
for ciixumstances consoling to their pride, and in the journals of 
the day, many such were stated to have preceded ami attended 
the action. But nothing could allay their grief at the fall of the 
youthful and intrepid Lawrence. His previous victory and 
magnanimous conduct had rendered him the favourite of the 
nation, and he was lamented with sorrow, deep, sincere, and 
lasting. When carried below, he was asked if the colors should 
be struck. " No," he replied, " they shall wave while I live." 
When the fate of the ship was decided, his proud spirit was 
broken. He became delirious from excess of mental and 
bodily suBering. Whenever able to speak, he would exclaim, 
** Don't give up the ship!" an expression consecrated by his 
countrymen ; and he uttered but few other words during the 
four days that he survived his defeat. 

25. This victory was not achieved without loss. Of the 
crew of the Shannon, twenty-four were killed and fifty-six 
wounded. Of that of the Chesapeake, forty-eight were killed 
and nearly one hundred wounded. Great was the exultation of 

•the enemy. Victories over the frigates of other natioL'^ were 
occurrences too common to excite emotion; but the capture of 
an American frigate was considered a glorious epoch in the 
naval history of Great Britain. The honors and rewards be- 
stowed upon captain Brook were such as had never before been 
received but by the conquerer of a squadron. These demon- 
strations of triumph were inadvertent confessions of American 
superiority,;, and were, to the vanquished themselves, sources of 
triumph and consolation. 
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26. The next encounter at sea was between the American 
brig Argus and the British brig Pelican. The latter was of 
superior force, and was victorious. Soon after, the Ajnerican 
brig Enterprise, commanded by lieutenant Burrows, captured the 
British brig Boxer, commanded by captain Blyth. These ves- 
sels were of equal force, but the gi^eater effect of the fire of the 
Enterprise furnished to the Americans another proof of the 
superior skill of their seamen. Both commanders were killed 
ill the action, and were buried, each by the other's side, in 
Portland. 

27. The events of the war again call our attention to the 
nortlnvestern frontier. ^Miile each nation was busily employed 
in equipping a squadron on lake Erie, general Clay remained 
inactive at fort Meigs. About the last of July, a large number 
of British and Indians appeai*ed before tlie fort, hoping to entice 
the gariison to a general action in the field. After waiting a few 
days without succeeding, they decamped, snd proceeded to fort 
Stephenson, on the river Sandusky. This fort was little more 
than a picketing sun*ounded by a ditch ; and the garHson con- 
sisted of but 160 men, who were commanded by major Croghan, 
a youth of twenty one. On the first of August, it was invested 
by 500 regulars and 800 Indians. 

28. After a cannonade, which continued two days, tlie enemy, 
in the evening, supposing a breach had been made, advanced to 
assaidt the works. Anticipating this, .major Croghan had planted 
a six pounder, the only piece of cannon in the fbrt, in a position 
to enfilade the ditch. It was loaded with grape shot ^nd slugs, 
and was discharged the instant the assailants arrived before it. 
The British commander and many of his men were killed, and 
many others severely wounded. The remainder, in haste and 
disorder, retreated to theii' former position, and at dawn of day 
retiied to Maiden. The youthful Croghan, for his valor and 
good conduct, was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
He and his brave companions received the thanks of congress ; 
and to evince their respect for his virtues, the ladies of Chillicothe 
presented to him an elegant sword. 

29. In the mean time, by the exertions of commodore Perry, 
an American squadron had been prepared for service on lake 
Erie. It consisted of nine small vessels, carrying in all fifty-four 
guns. A British squadron had also been built and equipped, 
under the superintendence of commodore Baixlay. It consisted 
of six vessels mountmg 63 guns. 

30. Commodore Perry, immediately sailing, offered battle to 
bis advereaxy. On the tenth of September, the British com- 
nmoder, having the wind m hie favor, left the harboar of MiMen, 
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to accept th^ offer. In a few hours, the wind shifted, giving the 
Americans the advantage. Perry, forming the line of batde, 
hoisted his flag, on which were inscribed the words of the dyinj 
Lawrence, "Don't give up the ship." Loud huzzas from a'l 
the vessels proclaimed the animation with which this motto in- 
spired their patriotic crews. 

31. About noon, Ae firing commenced ; but the wind being 
light, the Lawrence, the commodore's flag ship, was the onlj 
American vessel that could, at first, engage in close action. For 
two hours, she contended alone with two vessels, each nearlj 
her equal in force. All but seven of her crew were either killed 
or wounded, and she, by the damage she had received, was ren- 
dered wholly unnlanageable. The wind springing up^ captain 
Elliot was at length enabled to bring the Niagara into action. 
To this ship, commodore Perry, sailing in an open boat through 
the midst of the fire, transferred his flag. Again the combat 
raged with undiminished fury. In a short time, one of the 
Bri^tish vessels surrendered, and soon ailer another; and the rest 
of the American squadron now joining in the action, the victory 
was rendered decisive and complete. At four o'clock, the brave 
xii^ fortunate commander despatched to general Harrison, at fort 
Meigs j this laconic epistle ; " We have met the enemy, and they 
are ours." 

32. Great was the joy whidi this brilliant victory occasioned 
throu^ont the union. That it was* achieved over a sapericnr 
force ; that it was the first ever gained over a squadron ; that it 
was entirely decisive ; that it opened the way to the recovery of 
all that had been lost by the defeat of general Hull, — were cir- 
cumstances which threw every other victory into the shade, and 
cast tlie brightest lustre upon the characters of the heroes ^o 
had gained it At every place that he visited, the gallant Perry 
received the most flattering proofs of a nation's gratitude and 
love. 

33. As soon as general Hairison, who had been joined by 
governor Shelby with a large body of Kentucky militia, received 
intelligence of this, victory, he hastened to the lake, and was con- 
veyed by the vessels to Maiden. The Britii^ commander, an- 
ticipatmg this movement, had abandoned that place, which, on 
the 28th of September, was occupied, without opposition, by the 
American army. 

34. The enemy, passing Detroit in their retreat, ascended die 
river Thames, to the Moravian villages. They were pursued 
by genera] Harrison, and, on the 6th of October, 4>rought to 
action. His force bemg greatly superior, a complete victory 
*w easdy and speedily gained, ^'tx huadred, neariy the whole 
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of the party, were made prisoners ; Tecumseh, the celebrated 
Indian chief was killed ; and all the posts that had been surren- 
dered by general Hull were recovered from the enemy. 

35. Leaving general Cass in command at Detroit, general 
Harrison, with part of the regular force, again embarked, on 
board the vessels, and, on the 24th, arrived at Buffalo, in New- 
York, intending to join the American army on the Niagara fron- 
tier. But a sufficient number of general officers having been 
assigned to that ai*my, he received permission to return to his 
family. 

36. Previous to the events just related, general Dearborn, in 
^consequence of severe indisposition, was withdrawn from active 
servipe, and general Wilkinson appointed to command the army 
of the centre, which comprised about 7000 men. Having re- 
ceived orders, from the secretary of war, to descend the St. 
Hiawrence and attack Montreal, he directed the scattered detach- 
ments to assemble at Grenadier-Island, on lake Ontario. Such 
were the difficulties attending the concentration of the troops, 
and such perhaps the want of vigor in the commander, that die 
flotilla, upon which they iembarked, did not get under way until 
\he 5th of November. 

37. Their progress was impeded by parties which the enemy, 
Mt every convenient position, had stationed on the Canada shore. 
'Xo disperse these, a body of troops, under the command of ge- 
neral Brown, was landed, and directed to march in advance of 
the boats. At Ohrystler's fields, on the 1 1th of November, a 
body of the enemy, of equal force, was encountered. In the 
battle which ensued, both fought with resolute bravery, and both 
claimed the victory. The loss of the Americans was greatest, 
but they drove the enemy from their position, and enabled the 
flotilla to pass unmolested. ^ 

38. The next day it arrived at St. Kegis. At this place, ge- 
-neral Hampton, who commanded the troops at Platt^urg, had 
been ordered to meet the main army, and no doubt had been en- 
tertained of his disposition and ability to comply with the order. 
But here general Wilkinson, to his surprise and mortification, 
was informed that the contemplated junction would not take 
place. The project of attacking Montreal was abandoned, and 
the army under Wilkinson, marching to French Mills, there en- 
camped for the winter. 

39. This abortive issue of the campaign occasioned murmurs 
throughout the nation. The causes which led to it have never 
beeor fully developed. The severest censure fell upon general 
Armstrong, who was secretary of war, and upon general Hamil- 
ton. The latter soon after resigned his commission in the army, 
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and general Izard was selected to command the post at Platts- 
burg. 

40. In the progress of our narrative, some events have been 
passed over, which will now be related. In the earlj part of 
this year, the emperor of Russia offered his mediation to die two 
powers at war. On the part of the United States, the offer wbs 
promptly accepted, and Messrs. Adams, Gallatin, and Bayard, 
were appointed commissioners to negotiate, at St. Petersburg, a 
peaci6 under the proffered mediation. 

41. On the 24th of May, congress was convened by procla*^ 
mation of the president Laws were enacted imposing a direct 
tax of three millions of dollars ; authorizing the collection of 
various internal duties ; providing for a loan of seven and a half 
mUlion of dollars ; and prohibiting the merchant vessels of the 
United States from sailing under British licenses. Near the 
close of the session, a committee, appointed to inquire into the 
subject, made a long report upon the spirit and manner in which 
the war had been conducted by the enemy. Many proofs were 
presented of shameful departures from the rules of warfare ob- 
served by civilized nations. 

42. In September, commodore Chauncey made two cruises 
upon lake Ontario, and repeatedly offered battle to the enemy's 
squadron, which was superior in force ; but Sir James Yeo, the 
British commander, intimidated by the result of the battle on 
lake Erie, retired before him. On one occasion, however^ in a 
running fig^t, his ships sustained considerable injury. 

43. In the same month, captain Rogers, who commanded the 
frigate President, returned from a long cruise, having captured 
eleven merchantmen ; but he m^t no armed vessels, the capture 
of which <^ould enhance his reputation. Captain Porter, in the 
Essex, rode triumphan%in the Pacific ocean, annoying the trade 
of the enemy and protecting that of the republic. 

44. The Indians at the southern extremity of the union had 
imbibed the same hostile spirit as those at the northwestern. 
They had been visited by Tecumseh, and, by his eloquence, per- 
suaded, that the great Spirit required them to unite and attempt 
the extirpation of the whites, and had promised them victory as 
the reward of their exertions. In the fall of 1812, a cruel war 
was carried on, by the Creeks and Seminoles, against the fron- 
tier inhabitants of Greorgia. General Jackson, at the head of 
2500 volunteers from Tennessee, marched into the country of 
the Indians. They, overawed by his presence, desisted for a 
time from hostility; but, after his return, their animosity 'burst 
forth with increased and fatal violence. 

46. Dreading their cruelty, about three hundred men, women. 
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^nd children sought safety in fort Mimms, in the Tensaw set^ 
tlement. Although frequent warnings of an intended attack had 
been given them, yet, at noon day, on the 30th of August, they 
were surprised by a party of six hi:pidred Indians, who with axes 
cut their way into the fort, and drove the people into the houses 
which it enclosed. To these they set fire. Many persons were 
burned, and many killed by the tomahawk. Only seventeen es- 
caped to carry the horrid tidings to the neighboring stations. 

The whites resolved on vengeance. Again general Jackson, 
at the head of 3500 militia of Tennessee, march^ intq the 
southern wilderness. A detachment under general Coffee, en- 
countering, at Tallushatchie, a body of Indians, a sanguinary 
conflict ensued. The latter fought with desperation, neither 
giving nor receiving quai'ter, until nearly every warrior had per- 
ished. 

47. At Talladega, another battle was fought, in which three 
hundred Indians perished. The rest of the party, exceeding 
seven hundred, fled. General Jackson's provisions being ex- 
hausted, he was unable to pursue them. While on his return to 
the settlements, to obtain a supply, his troops became refractory 
and even mutinous. Nearly all returned to their homes ; but to 
the small number that remained were soon added a reinforce- 
ment of one thousand mounted volunteers. 

48. At the head of this force, he marched to Emuckfaw, 
within a bend of the Tallapoosa, where a body of the enemy 
were posted. To several skirmishes succeeded a general battle, 
in which the whites w^e victorious, but sustained considerable 
loss. For the relief of the wounded, Jackson returned to fort 
Strother, where the volunteers were discharged. General 
White from East Tennessee, and general Floyd from Georgia, 
led separate expeditions against the Indians, and were victorious 
in every combat. So enraged wei*e the savages, that but few 
would accept of quarter or seek safety in retreat. 

49. Yet still was the spirit of the Creeks unsubdued, and 
their faith in victory unshaken. With no little sagacity and 
skill, they selected and fortified another position on the Talla- 
poosa, called by themselves Tohopeka, and by the whites, 
Horse-shoe Bend. Here nearly a thousand warriors, animated 
with a fierce and determined resolution, were collected. Three 
thousand men, commanded by general Jackson, marched to at- 
tack this post. To prevent escape, a detachment, under general 
Coffee, encircled the Bend. The mam body, keying within it, 
advanced to the fortress. For a few minutes, the opposing for- 
ces were engaged, muzzle to muzzle, at the port holes. Soon 
the troops, leaping over the walls, mingled with the savages. 
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The combat was furious and sanguinaiy. The Indians, fleeim, 
at length to the river, beheld the troops on the opposite bank 
Returning, they fought with increased fury and desperation, and 
continued to resist until night. Six hundred warriors were 
killed ; four only yielded themselves prisoners ; the remaining 
three hundred escaped. Of the whites, fifty-five were killed, 
and one hundred and forty-six wounded. 

50* It was expected that another stand would be made, by the 
Indians, at a place called the Hickory-ground. Greneral Jack- 
son marched thither in April. The principal chiefs came out 
to meet him, and among them was Wetherford, a half blood, 
distinguished equally for his talents and cruelty. << I am in your 
power," said he, *< do with me what you please. I commanded 
at fort Mimms. I have done the white people all the barm I 
could. I have fought them, and fought Aiem bravely. There 
was a time when I had a choice ; I have none now, even hope is 
ended. Once I could animate my warriors ; but I cannot ani- 
mate the dead. They can no longer hear my voice ; their 
bones are at Tallushatchie, Talladega, Emuckfaw, and Toho- 
peka. A^liile there was a chance of success^ I never supplica- 
ted peace ; but my people are gone, and I now ask it for my na- 
tion and myself." Peace was concluded, and the' brave gene- 
ral Jackson and his troops enjoyed an honourable but short 
repose. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



CAMPAIGN OP 1814. 



COHCLUSION OP THE WAR. 



IN the winter of 1813-14, the fifteenth congress held a 
second session. To increase the number, and add to the effi- 
ciency of the army, several laws were pass'ed, by one of which 
the enormous bounty of one hundred and twenty-four dollars wa0 
off<n«d to recruits. The president was authorized to borrow 
twen^-five millions of dollai's, and to issue treasury notes to the 

-^Unt of five millions. 

1 
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2. Before the terminatioii of the sesmdn, a communication 
was receivckl from the British govermnent, declining to treat 
under th6 niediation of Russia, and projpoiing a direct negotia-^ 
tion at London or Gottenbui^; The proposition was accepted 
bj the American government, who chose Gottenbursh as the 
place of meeting, for which Ghent was afterwards substituted ; 
and Henry Clay and Jonathan Russell, were joined with the 
c(»nmissioner8 already in Europe* Mn Clay, in consequence, 
relinquished the station of speaker of the house of representa- 
tives, and was mxteeeded by Langdon Cheves, of South'-Carolina; 

3. Early in the spring, the American a^y marched from 
French-MiUd ; a part of the troops, under the command of 
general Wilkinson, proceeding to Plattsburgh, and the remain^ 
der, under general Brown, retummg to Sackett's Harbor. Near 
the last of March, generaJ Wilkinson penetrated into Canadai 
and attacked a body of the emimy, occupying a large stone mill) 
on the river La Cole. He was repulsed wifii considerable loss. 
This defeat detracted from his already diminished reputation^ 
He was removed from command, and general Izard appointed 
to succeed him. 

4. For three months, the armies of both nations continued in-^ 
active. Meanwhile information was received of the stupendous 
events winch had recently occurred in Europe. The emperor 
of France, having been arrested in his victorious Career and 
sustained defeataftei* defeat, was compelled to abdicate his throne, 
and retire to the idand of Elba. Louis the eighteenth was pro- 
claimed king ; and Great Britain, at peace with sdl the woiid but 
the United States, was enabled to direct against them alone the 
immense force which had been employed to crush her rival. She 
delayed not to use Uie advantages afforded by her good fortunei 
From the ports of conquered France, ships of war and transports 
bearing veteran and victorious troops, sailed to the American 
continent, some destined to the Nbgara frontier, and some to the 
Atlantic coast. 

5. These events could not be viewed with indifferenee by the 
American people. The fiiends of the administration anticipated 
a severer coimiet, and prepared for greater sacrifices and greater 
suiferingB. Its opposers were encouraged to make more vigor- 

' oys efibrts to wrest the rems of authority from men who, ihey 
asserted, had shoi^ themselves incompetent to hold them. 
These efforts, although condemned by a great majority of tiie 
peoplci diminished in no dight degree, the strengdi of the re- 
public. 

6. In the beginning of July, general Brown, who had been 
assiduously employed in disciplining his troops, crossed the 

^* . I 
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Niagara with about 3000 men, and took poss^ssidn, ti^out op- 
position, of fort Erie. In a strong position, at Chippewa, a few 
miles distant, was intrenched an equal number of Britidi troofis 
commanded by general Riall. On the 4th, general Brown ap* 
proached their works. The next day, the two armies n^ in the 
open field. The conflict was obstinate and bloody. The 
Americans were victorious t and the enemy, having sustained the 
loss of five hundred men^ sought safefy behind their intrench 
mentsi 

7. This dedislve victoi^, adhicv'fed dftfer So many reverses, 
was hailed as an omen of future success. Sban after^vards, 
genera! Riall, abandoning his works, retired to the heights <A 
Burlington. Here lieutenant-general Drummond, with a lai^ 
reinforcement, joined him, and assuming the command, led back 
the army towaixls the American camp. On the 25th, was fought 
the battle of Bridgewater, which began before sunset and cod* 
tinned until midnight* 

6. This battle was fou^t near the cataract of Niagara, whose 
roar was silenced by the thunder of cannon and the din of arms, 
but was distinctly heard during the pauses of the fight« At in* 
tervals the moon shone brightly, but often h^ light was obscured* 
Against a superior force, the Americans, for several hours, con« 
tended with various success. During the first part of die engage-* 
ment, they were sorely annoyisd, into whatever part of the &eM 
they might drive the enemy or be driven, by the Bridsh artillery^ 
station^ on a commanding eminence. ^^ Can you storm that 
battery?*' said general Ripley to colonel Millen « I'll trjr, wr,** 
was the laconic answer. At the word of ccnnmand his men, 
with steady courage, ascended the hill, advanced to the muzzles 
of the Cannon, killed with the bayonet several artillery-mein, oft 
the point of firing their pieces, tuid drove the remainder befdrd 
them* 

9. Both parties wei^ instantly reinforced, and the enemy made! 
a daring effort to regain their caitmon. They were repulsefd, but 
quickly repeated the attempt* Neari/ all the opposmg forces 
gathered around this po^on, and to possess it was the sole ob^ 
ject of both armies. Agam the enemy were repulsed; but 
again they renewed the effort. Afier a violent conflict, they 
were a third time driven from the hill< The firing then eeased ; 
the British troops were withdrawn ; and the Ammicsms were left 
in quiet possesion of the field. 

10* Generals Brown and Scott having both been severely 
wounded, the command devolved upoi^ general Ripley. He re- 
»«ned a feW hours upon die hill, collected the wounded, and 
«w^ t<?turned unmolested to .the camp. Tfte number of th0 
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Jcilled and wouiuled proves the bravery of the combatants, and 
the severity of the' conflict. On the American side it was 743 ; 
on the British, one hundred less; and of the latter 117 more 
^rere missing than of the former. The British, therefore, besides 
losing their position, sustained the greater loss of men, 

11. General Ripley found his force so much weakened, that 
lie deemed it prudent again to occupy fort Erie. On the 4th of 
August, it was invested by general Drummond with 5000 troops, 
I^ defending It, no less bravery and skill were requisite, and no 
less were displayed, than in contending in the field. In the 
night between the 14th and 15th, the besiegers made an assault 
vpon the fort, which was repelled with conspicuous gallantry by 
^e garrison, the former losing more than nine hundred men, thp 
],atter but eighty-fouje. 

12. The siege was still continued. On'the 2d of September, 
general Brown, having recovered from his wounds, threw him- 
^If into the fort and took command of the garrison. For their 
fate, great anxiety was felt by the nation, which was, however, 
in some degree, removed by the march from Flattsburgh of 5000 
men to their vdkt On tl^ 17th, a sortie was made by the bcr 
sieged, general Porter of the New- York militia, and general 
Miller of the regular army, commanding dhdsions. The bra- 
very of the troops equalled that which they had displayed in the 
recent contests. Auer an hour of close fighting, they returned 
to the fort, having killed, wounded, and taken one thousand of 
the enemy. Their loss was severe, amounting to more thai|. 
five hundred. * 

13. On ^e 21st of September, the forty-ninth day of the 
siege, general Drummond withdrew his forces, reHeving the gar- 
rison from their toil, which had been incessant, and from t^beir 
danger, which had been encountered without fear. Seldom 
have troops deserved higher praise of their country. On the 
dth of October, gusneral Izard arrived with the reinforcement 
from Flattsburgh, and being senior officer, took the command^ 
On the 18th, he marched, with his whole force, in pursuit of the 
f'jiemy, whom he found at Chippewa, singly posted in a forti- 
fied camp. After making several unsuccessfiil attempts to en- 
tice them into the field, he evacuated Canada, and placed his 
troops in winter quarters at Bufialo, Blackrock, and Batavia. 

14. The march of the troops from Flattsburgh having lefl 
that post almost defenceless, the enemy determined to atUtck it 
by land, and, at the same time, to attempt the destruction of the 
American fiotilla on lake Champlain. On the 3d of September, 
sir George Prevost, the governor-ffeneral of Canada, with aa 
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^imy of 14,000 men, most of whom bad serred in the wars of 
Eurppe, entered the territories of the United States. As soon 
as bis object was ascertained, brigadier-general Macomb, the 
commander at nattsburgh, called to his aM the militia of N'ew- 
York and Yermont, who, with alaeri^ imd wi&ont distioctipn of 
party, obeyed the call^ ' 

l&t On the 6th, the enemy arrived a:t ^utlri>ui^, which is 
situated near lake Ch%nnplain, on the northeriy bank of the 8iL:all 
river Samnao. On their approach^ the American troops, wLc 
were posted on th^ opposite bank, tore up the {^aiycs of tiie 
bridges, with wludi they formed sli^ breastworks, imd p/e« 
pared to dispute the passage of the stream. Several attempts 
to cross it were made by the enemy, hvA ^i^ were unitbrmly 
defeated. From this time, until the 1 1th, the British aarmy were 
employed hi erecting batteries, while the American forces were 
every hour augmented by the arrival of vdkmteeis and Riilitia^ 

16. Early in the mommg of diat day, the Bi^ish squadron 
compf^anded by Commodore Downie, appeared off the harbor a 
Plattsburgh, where that Qi the United States, commanded bi 
commodore McDonough, lay at anchcnr prepared for battle 
The former carried ninety-^ve guns, and was manned with up- 
wards of 1000 men, the latter carried eighty«dz guns^ and W9s 
mann^ with 820 men. 

17» At nine o'clock the batde oommenced. Seldom has the 
ocean witnessed a more furious encounter than now took place 
on the bosom of this trans^mrent and peacedd lake. At the 
same moment, the enemy on land began a heavy canncmade up- 
on the American lines, and i(ttempted,at different places, to cross 
the SaranaOk At a ford above the village the strife was hot and 
deadly. As often as the enemy advanced into the water, they 
received a destructive fire from the militia, and their dead bodies 
floated down the stream literally orimsoned with blood. 

18. At half past eleven, the shout of victory, heard along the 
American lines, announced the result of the battle on the lake. 
A second British squadron had yielded to ^ prowess of Ameri- 
can seamen. The ory animated to braver deeds their breUuren 
on the land. Fainter became the efforts of the enemy* In the 
afternoon, they withdrew to their intrenchments. In the night, 
they began a precipitate retreat, and had fled eight miles before 
their departure was known in the American camp. 

19. Upon the lake, the American loss was 110 ; the British 
194, besides prisoners. On land, the American loss was 119 ; 
that of the British was estimated at 2500. In the latter num- 
bej-, bowevfjr, w^rp ii^cluded more than five hunclred British 
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soldiers, who, preferring America to their native country, de- 
serted from the retreating army. With these splendid victories 
dosed the canipsugn on ^e northern frontier. 

20. On the ocean, the republican flag maintained its high re- 
putation. Victory was not always won ; but defeat never oc- 
curred attended with dishonor. The Essex, commanded by 
captain Porter, aiter^a bloody combat protracted longer than was 
necessary to vindicate his fame, struck to a British frigate 
and sloop of war whose united force vras much superior. The 
American sloopfPeacock captured the Epervier of equal force. 
The sloop Wasp, commanded by captdn Blakely, captured the 
Reindeer, and aflerwards, in the sa|ne cruise, sunk the Avon, 
each of superior force. She made several other prizes ; but 
n^ver returned into port. Darkness rests upon her fate. She 
probably foundered at sea. The republic, with deep and sincere 
grief, mourned the loss of her gallant crew. 

21. The people of the middle and southern states, anticipat- 
ing a great augmentation of ^e^ enemy's force, and uncertain 
where the blow would fall, made exerdons t6 place every ex- 
posed position in a posture of defence. The citizens of New- 
lork displayed extraordinary activity and zeal. Philadelphia 
and Baltimore were supposed to be in less danger, but additions 
were ihade to their fortifications. For the protection of Wash- 
ington, a military district, embracing Maryland, Columbia, and 
a part of Virginia, was established, and the command of it 
given to general Winder, of Baltimore. One thousand regular 
troops were placed at his disposal, and he was authorised to call 
to his aid 15,000 militia. 

22. In the beginning of August, the expected 'reinforcements, 
consisting of many vessels of war, and a large number of troops, 
arrived in the Chesapeake fVon\ Europe. Of this force, several 
frigates and bomb vessels were ordered to ascend the Potomac ; 
another division, under sir Peter Parker, was directed to threaten 
Baltimore; the main body ascended the Patuxent, as far as 
Benedict, where, on the 19th of August, five thousand men, com- 
manded by general Ross, were landed. 

23. In the mean time, general Winder had called on the 
mUitia to repair to his standard. They were exeeedingly- remiss 
in obeying the call. On the 22nd, not more than two thousand 
had assembled. At the head of these, and of one thousand re- 
gulars, he took a position not far from the enemy, intending tq 
prevent their progress into the country. 

24. A particular account of the subsequent events will not be 
attempted. General Ross, marching through a scattered popu- 
lation, advanced towards Washington. The Americans retired 

Y2 
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before him. A stand was made neaf Blade&sbur^ The nu- 
litia fled on the approach of danger ; but a body of seamen anil 
marines, commanded hj commodore Bamej^ not only maintain* 
ed their ground, but compelled the enemy to give waj. They 
rallied, however, immediatdij ; outflanked the hermc baudy put 
il to flight, and hastened forwsurd. 

The retreating forces were ordered to assemble on tho 
heights near the capitol; and there they were joined by a bcdy 
of Virginia militia. But general Winder, considering his fmce 
too weak to oppose efllectual resistance, retreated to ti^e hei^^ 
c»f Georgetown. Washington, thus left defenceless, was dt* 
!?€rted by most of the citizens. 

On the 24th, at eight o'clock in the evening, the enemy ^nler 
ed the city, and at nine, the capitol, president's hQuse, and maiiy 
other buildings, w^re set on fire. Valuable libraries, woriiB el 
taste, and elegant specimens of the finecurts, w&re consigned to 
destruction* On the evening of the next day, the enemy left 
die ci^, and returned unmolested to Benedict ; where, on the 
30th, Uiey embarked on .boar<f the transports. Their kes, dur^ 
ing the incursion, including deserters, and such as died horn 
fatigue on the march, exceeded ekht hundred. 

The capture of Washington reflected disgrace upon those bj 
whom it ought to have been defended. The destruction of the 
national edifices attached a still daiker stigma to the character of 
the enemy. The whole civilized world exclaimed against the 
act as a violation of the rules of modem warfare. The capi- 
tals of most of the European Idngdoms had lately been in the 
power of an enemy ; but in no instance had the conqueror been 
guilty of similar conduct^ An indignant spirit pervaded the re- 
public. The friends of the government were not only increase 
ed in number, but felt an additioilal motive to exert all their &- 
ciilties to overcome the enemy of thehr country- A • 

The squadron which, at the same time, ascended the PoUk 
mac, met with even less resistance than that which ascended ike 
Fatuxent As soon as it arrived at Alexandria, the citizens pro- 
posed a capitulation ; and the terms were speedily adjusted with 
the British commander. To purchase safety^ they delivered up 
all their shipping; all the merchandize in tiie ci^, and all the 
iiaval and ordnance stores public and private. With a fleet of 
prizes, loaded with a rich booty, the enemy returned immedi- 
ately to the ocean. 

The success of the attack on Washington encouraged general 
Koss to undertake an expedition against Baltimore. On the 
12th of September, he landed 6000 men on North Pomt, about 
fourteen mUes from the city, to which he directed his march. 
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Preparations for defence had already been made. The whole 
of the militia had beem called into the field ; the aged and the 
lich had voluntarilj entered the ranks ; and assistance had been 
obtained from Pennsylvania and Yirginia. 

30. General Smidi, who commanded the American forces, 
detached general Striker, with three thousand men, to retard the 
progress of the enemy. The advanced parties met about eight 
miles from the city. In the skirmish wMdi ensued general Rdss 
was killed. The invaders, however, under the command of 
colonel Brooke, continuedto advance, and soon met and attacked 
the detachment under Strieker. One of the militia regiments 
gave way. This communicated a panic to the others, and the 
general feH back to the heights, where, behind breastworirs has- 
tily erected, the main body of the Americans awaited an attack. 

81. After landing the troops at Nordi Pomt, the British fleet 
had sailed up the Petapsco and bombarded fort McHenry and 
fort Covington, which stand at ^ entrance into the harbor. 
The former was commanded by major Armistead, the latter by 
lieutenant Newcomb, of the navy. Both were gallantly defended, 
the fleet was repulsed, and the commander of the troops, finding 
that the naval force could afford no farther assistance, retreated, 
on the 14th, to North Point, and the next day re-embarked. 
Soon after, die fleet left Chesapeake bay, and part proceeded 
southward to convey the troops to the theatreof future operations 
and of unprecedented slaughter. 

82. In the New-England states, a majority of the people 
were, from the first, opposed to the war ; and as it restrained 
tibem from their most profitable pursuits, conunerce and the 
fisheries, their dissatisfaction continued to increase. They com- 
plained thoi their peculiar interests were disregarded, and that 
the government, employing elsewhere the resources drawn from 
New-England, did not affmi them that protection to which, as 
a partof the nation, they were entitled. The most zealous 
therefore recommended that, not only the militia but the revenue 
should be retained at home and employed for their own defence 
and protection. 

83. The general court of Massadiusetts proposed that a con- 
vention of delegates, firom the New-England states, should as- 
semble at Hartford to devise means to obtain redress of their 
grievances. To this proportion Connecticut and Rhode Island 
accedeld. In December the 'Convention met, consisting of dele- 
gates jfrom those states, appointed by ^leir leg^atiures ; of two 
from New-HampsWf«, and one froni Vermont, appointed at 
county meetings. Their sittings were secret Upon their ad- 
journment, they publi^ed an address to the people, in which, in 
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bold and forcible language, they enumerated the measures of the 
national government, supposed to be particularlj detrimental to 
the interests of New-England, and of the commercial daas of the 
nation, and proposed such amendments to the constitution ag 
would prevent, in future, the adoption of simUar measures. 

34. In the fall, informadon was received that the Americiui 
and British commissioners had met and held conferences at 
^ent Great Britain, rendered arrogant bj her recent triumphs 
In Europe, by the capture of Washington, and by the boldniea^ 
of the opposition, demanded terms which extinguished the hope 
of a speedy reconciliation. Congress shrunk not from the dut^ 
which the crisis imposed. Although the eiq)enditure3 of the na- 
tion greatly exceeded the income ; although its finances were ia 
disorder, and its credit was impaired, yet the national legislature^ 
with undaunted firmness, entered upon the task of fumishii^ 
the means to prosecute the war with increased vigor. The 
taxes were augmented, and new loans were authorized. The 
duties of secretary of war, from which post general Armstrong 
was removed, were assigned to Mr. Monroe, the secretary of 
state, and Mr. Dallas of Pennsylvania, was appointed secretaiy 
of the treasury. 

35. The repose of general Jackson, and of the troops whoop 
he commanded, was interrupted by the arrival at Pensaoola, in 
August, of three British ships of war, bringing three hundred 
soldiers, and arms and ammunition to be distributed among the 
Indians of Florida. The ti^ops were permitted, by the Spankids, 
to take possession of the fort, and the commander issued a pro- 
clamation, indicating an intention of carrying on war against the 
adjacent parts of the republic. 

36. General Jackson, with characteristic promptness, took 
instant and efficient measures for calling to his aid the patriotic 
militia, who had before been victorious under his banners. And 
having remonirtrated in vain with the governor of PensacoUy for 
affordmg shelter and protection to the enemies of the United 
States, he, near the eikl of October, at the head of a body of re- 
gulars and two thousand mounted volunteers, marched against 
that place. A flag, sent to demand redress, was fired on finom 
the batteries. He immediately marched into the city, stormed 
the fort, obtained entire possession, and compelled the British to 
evacuate Florida. 

37. Returning to his head-quarters at Mobile, he there receiv« 
ed intelligence that a powerful e:q>edition was on the way to at- 
tack New.Orleans. Without delay, he marched with his troops, 
to that city. He found it in a state of confusion and alarm. 

^»e mihtia, composed of men of all nations, was imp^i^y 
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omaaiztd. Many, feeUng no attadunent to the r^mblic, had 
renised to «nter the ranks. No fort^ations existed on the 
▼arions routes bj whidi ^ place could be a^roadied ; and 
fears were entertained that the reinforcements of mUitia, which 
^rere expeeted from Kentiiclcj and Tennessee, could not arrive 
in time to take part in the contest 

38. Undismajed hf the difficulties whidi surrounded him, 

Sneral Jackson adopted the most decided and efficient means 
r the safety of this rich and important city. He visited in per- 
ison every exposed point, and designated tbe positions to be for* 
Hfied, He mingled with the citizens and infuaed into the greater 
part his own spirit add energy* By his presence and exhorta- 
tions, they were animated to exertions of which before they 
wore not supposed to be capable. All who could wield a spade, 
or earry a musket, were fmt to work upon the fortifications, or 
tndned in die art of defending th^m. 

39. The Mismssippi, upon tiie east bank of which New-Or- 
leans stands, flows to the ocean in several channels. One, leav- 
ing the mala etream abo?e the city, runs east of it and forms, in 
its cout«e, lake Ponehartrain and lidse Borgne. Early in De- 
cember, the enemy entered this channeL Their whole force 
amounted to about 60(>0 men, a part of whom had just left the 
shores of llie Chesapeake, and the remainder had arrived di- 
rectfy <rom England. A small squadron of gunboats under 
lieutenant JiHies, was despatched to oppose their passage into 
tiie lake; These were met by a superior force, and after a e^* 
rited conflkA, in whkih the killed and wounded of the enemy ex- 
ceeded the whole nuMber of the Americans, they were compell-* 
0d to eorrenderi 

40. Tb&B disaster requh^ the adoption, in the city, of more 
Tig(»*ous measures. EKsaffection growing bolder, martial law 
was {proclaimed ; the authority of the civfi magistrate was^sus- 
pe&ifed ; and arl^trary power was assumed and exercised by the 
ieommandM^4fi-chfef. May no emergency hereafter occur, in 
whidi a solitary officer shall oonsider himself authorized to cite, 
asa ptvcedeot, tins violation of the constitution. 

41. On the 2lst of December, four thousand militia arrived 
from Tennessee. On the 22d, the enemy, having previously 
Itttided, took a position near tiie main channel of the river, about 
eig^t miles below tiie ci^. In the evening of the 23rd, general 
Jackson made a sudden and furious attack upon their camp'. 
They were thrown into disorder; but they soon rallied ami 
fiyugbt with bravery equad to that of the assailants. Satisfied 
W%i| the advantage first gamed, he withdrew his troops, fortified 
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St strong position foar miles below NeW-Orleans, ami supp^^rted 
it by bfl^ries erected on the west bank of the river. 

42. On the 28th of December, and first of Jannary, ^ngae- 
ous but unsuccessful attacks were made upon these fortifications, 
by the enemy. In the mean time, both armies had received re- 
inforcements; and general Packenhami tlie British conunandeiv 
resolved to exert all his strength in a combined attack upon the 
American positions on both sides of die river. With almcrt in- 
credible industry, he caused a canal, leading from a creek empt)'- 
ing into lake Borgne to the main channel of the Missismppi, to 
be dug, that he might remove a part of his boats<and artillery tu 
the laUel*. All things being prepared, the Stii of January was 
assigned for the assault 

43. In the ni^t, a regiment was transported aoross the river, 
to storm the works on the western bank, and turn the guns oo 
the American troops on the eastern. Eaiiy in the morning, the 
main body of the enemy, consisting of sevmi or eight thousand 
men, marched from their camp to the assault. While iqpproach* 
ing, fearless and undaunted, showers of grape-shot thinned thar 
ranks. When diey cahie within musket tibat a vivid stream of 
fire burst from the American lines. , General Jackson having 
placed hifif troops in two ranks, those in the rear loaded for those 
in front, enabling them to fire with scarcely a moment's inter- 
mission. The militia of the west, trsdned from infancy to the 
use of the rifle, seldom took unsteady or uncertain aim. Ti^e 
plain was soon covered with dead and wounded. Some Britisb 
regiments faltered and fell back; but others advanced and pre*> 
sented new victims. While bravely leading to the walls the re* 
giment which bore the ladders, general Packenham was killed. 
In attempting to restore order and to rally the fugitives, general 
Gibbs, the second in command, was wounded mortally, and ge- 
neral Keene severely. Without officers to dhnect them, the 
troops first hsdted, then fell back, and soon fled in disorder^ 
their camp. In little more than an hour, two thousand of tbe 
enemy wer» laid prostrate upon the field ; while of the Anieri<i> 
cans but seven were killed and six wounded — a disproportion of 
loss without a parallel in the annals of warfare. 

44. The events of the day, on the west side of the river, pre- 
sent a striking instance of the uncertainty of warfike operatioiis. 
There the Americans were thrice the number of the ^ssail^nts, 
and were protected by intrenchments ; but they ingloHouidy fled. 
They were closely pursued, un^ the British party, receiving in- 
telligence of the defeat of the main army, withdrew from pur- 
suit and recrossed the river, Thoy/then returned and resumed 
Dossession of their intrenchments. 
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45* General Lambert, upon whom the command of the Bri^ 
t:ish army had devolved, having lost all hope of ;9uccess, prepare 
chI to return to his shipping. In his retreat he was not molest-^ 
ed: general Jackson wkely resolving to hazard nothing that he 
liad gainiid, in attempting to gain stiU more. 

46. In die midst of &e rejoicings for this signal victoiy, a 
special messenger arrived from £urope, with a treaty of peace, 
^which, in December, had been concluded at Ghent. The Bri- 
tish government had receded (torn all their demands ; and as the 
orders in coondl had b^en repealed, and all motive for the -im*" 
t>ressment of seamen had ceased with the war in £urope, no 
stipulation, in relation to these subjects, was inserted in the trea« 
tj, which provided merely for the restoration of peace and the 
revision of boundaries* The treaty was immediately ratified by 
the president and senate* ^ 

47. The war, however, did not cease on the ocean. Until two 
additional victories had imparted a br^bter ludtre to the republic 
can flag. In February, the Constitution, then cruising under 
the command of cs^tain Stewart, cs^tured the Cyane and Le- 

. vant, whose forces united were superior to hers; and in March, 
the sloop Hornet captured the brig Penguin, stronger in guns 
apd men than the victor* 
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THE English colonies of North America ^ere settled uniter 
the most favourable auspic^^ft^The min^/of man had just 
burst from tbraldom, and begun to delight in^e free and vigor- 
ous exercise q|! its powers. Religion and government had be- 
come themes of animated discussion. The people had boldly 
questioned the divine right of their rulers to control their ac- 
tioDSi and of their pi^ests to prescribe to them articles of faith. 
They had assumed a higher rank and bolder attitude ; and, con- 
scious of their own power, had begun to feel less dependence 
iipon others. 

2. From that country, where the advancement of knowledge 
had been greatest, came those who peopled this western wilder- 
ness. They belonged principally to a class, so high as to have 
participated largely in the advantages which knowledge imparts, 
and yiet not so high as to be above the power of the oppressor. 
The persecutions they had endured rendered the principles of 
civil and religious liberty more dear to their hearts ; and led to 
inquiries and reflections, which fixed a conviction of their truth 
tnore firmly in their understandings. 

3 No occasion could be more fortunate, no men could be 
better fitted, to lay the foundation of a superstructure entirely 
hew. Their knowledge enabled them to discern the good and 
the evil of the political institutions, which had existed in the 
World ; and their feelings, chastened by their sufierings, or ele- 
vated by their- favourable view of human nature, led them to re* 
ject those provisions, which sacrificed the happiness of many to 
the splendour of a few ; and to adopt such only as gave equal 
rights and privileges to all. 

4. In^fevery nation of Europe, ecclesiastical establishments 
existed, almdst co-ordmate with the civil authority. The offi- 
cers of these establishments were numerous, and their privile-, 
ges extensive. For their support, in early times, a tenth part of 
the income of the laity was appropriated. Possessing wealth, 
und rank, and learning, their influence was great, and was con- 
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stantl J exeited to acquire and preserve dominion over the nunda 
and consciences of men. Their success was equal to the means 
which they employed. They continued to add to their wealth 
and power, until, corrupted by luxurjr ^d idleness, they forgot 
their duties to God and to man ; and encumbered society with a 
useless and oppressive weight. 

5. No part of these establishments have been transferred 
to America. The first settlers of most of the colonies were too 
proud of their attainments, in spiritual knowledge, to submit to 
dictation in matters of faith ; and too independent in feeling to 

>^ acknowledge a superior on earth. Here man resumed his 
ilsit^ral and dignifitKl station ; and the ministers of the gospel, 
^ivd&aining an apostolical simplicity of character and manners, 
^Vf seldom sought to obtain, and possess not the means of ob- 
jtaJiS^^. any greater influence than that which superior virtue 
r"^ and piety confer. 

6. The doctrine of hereditary light prevailed also throughout 
Europe. By the fundamental regulations of nearly every king- 
dom, the monarch and nobles transmitted to their eldest sons, 
even though destitute of talents and virtue, their authoHty, pri- 

\ yilegi^ a^.rank* The people often saw on the throne men, 
who were guilty of the most atrocious wickedness, and whose 

i conduct involved communities and^nations in misery ; but no ai- 
'* t^mpt could bOi^made to remove or pi>pisb them without incur* 
ring the penalty' of rebellion. They* saw also, in other exalted 
stations, men equally wicked and equally beyond their controL 
6. The law of primogeniture existed as a part of the here^ 
ditary system. The eldest son inherited, not die title only, but 
also all the lands of the father. By this unjust and unnatural 
law, the younger sons and the daughters were doomed to com-» 
parative poverty. One portion of the people was made rich and 
another poor. Few were placed in that happy medium between 
^vealth and poverty, which is most favourable to yirtue, to hap- 
piness, and to the improvement of the human faculties. 

8. The principle, that power could be inherited, was at once 
rejected by the firat emigrants to America. They had witnessed, 
in Europe, the pernicious operation of this principle; they 
ivere convince^ of its absurdity ; and even had not such been 
the case, that equality of rank and condition, which existed 
among them, would have prevented any one fi*om claiming such 
a privilege for his family, and all others from submitting to it. 

9. The law of primogeniture fell of course into disuse, or warf 
abolbhed. That equality of rights and of rank, which prevailed 
at first, has continued to prevail; and though, in some of thi^ 

onies, the extravagant grants of land, which Tyere made bV 
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capricious governors to their favorites, introduced great inequality 
of fortune, yet the salutary operation of various laws is continually 
diminishing this inequality, dividing and distributing among many 
that wealth, which, when in the hands of a few, is less beneficial 
to the public, and productive of less individual enjoyment 

10. The systems of government established in the colonies 
were also departures from European precedents, and were in 
perfect harmony with their social institutions. Most of the 
provisions of the early charters were doubtless suggested by the 
first emigrants, and of course accorded with their liberal political 
principles. The kings, who granted them, conceded many pri- 
vileges to encourage Qie settlement of colonies in America, en- 
tertaining no suspicion that their successors would ever have 
occasion to regret their concessions. These charters made but> 
Htde distinction in the rights and privileges of the colonists. 
Every man could regard those around him as his equals. The 
atate of individual dependence being hardly known, all sense of 
dependence on the mother country was gradually lost ; and the 
transition from a colonial to an independent condition w^ natural 
and unavoidable. 

11. In nothing is the contrast between the two systems of go- 
vernment greater than in the requisitions, which they make of 
the people, for their support and defence. That of Great Bri- 
tain may l>e taken as a favorable example of the European go- 
vernments. The people of that kingdom pay, annually, for the 
support of their sovereign and his relatives, nearly two and a 
half millions of dollars, while the compensation of the president 
of the United States is but twenty-five thousand. In the salaries 
of the subordinate officers of government, the disproportion b 
not so great, but is generally, nevjprtheless, as four or five to one. 

12. The military peace establishment of Great Britain costs 
annually thirty-four millions of dollars ; that of the United States 
but little more than ^ve millions. The naval establishment of 
the former costs twenty-two millions ; that of the latter less than 
two and a half millions. British subjects pay in taxes, raised 
exclusively for national purposes, at the rate of fifteen dollars 
yearly for each individusd; the citizens of the United States pay, 
in national and state taxes, at the rate of but two dollars. And 
as the whole population of Great Britain and Ireland is included 
in the estimate, the individual wealth of the subjects of the ujiited 
kingdom, and of the citizens of the American republic, may, on 
an average, be considered nearly equal. 

13. With burdens thus light, not embarrassed by too much 
regulation, nor restricted by monopolies, but left at liberty to 
pursue their own interests, as individual judgment may dictate, 
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the citizens of the republic have boldly embarked in all tlie ar* 
dinaiy pursuits of man ; and in all have met .with a degree of 
success^ which exhibits a favoral^ and forcible commentary 
upon their free institutions, and proves that no other people sur- 
pass them in activity or enterprise. 

14. In the pursuits of agriculturk, by far the greatest por- 
tion of the inhabitants are engaged ; and for that employment 
the country is most favorably situated. It embraces every de- 
sirable variety of climate. The soil is generally good ; in many 
parts of the union, it is exceedingly fertile ; and it produces, or 
may be made to produce, almost every vegetable, which can be 
used as the food of man, or as the material of manufactures. 
The northern states produce Indian com, rye, Wheat, flax, hen^ 
oats, potatoes ; and their pastures feed and fatten large nunokbere 
of cattle and sheep. The middle and western states produce 
tobacco, and the same articles as the northern, but wheat in 
much greater abundance. In the southern states, cotton is 
principadly cultivated, but considerable quantities of rice and 
sugar are produced. 

15. In 1820, the number of persons engaged in agrieuboie 
was 2,070,646. The value of all its products exported during 
the year ending the 30th of September, 1823, was 37,646,000 
dollars. The principal articles were, cotton to the value of 
20,445,000 dollars ; flour to the value of 4,962,000 doUam r 
tobacco to the value of 4,852,000 dollars ; and rice to the vidii^ 
of 1,821,000 dollars. The value of provisions of all kinds im- 
ported was 13,460,000 dollars, and it has, in many years, been 
greater. A people able to spare sudi an amount of the neceasar 
ries of lifb can never be in danger of suffering from want. 

16. The agricultural class is conspicuous for industry, m<»fdi- 
ty, and general intelligence; but has less professional Imowli^dge 
dian the same class in Europe. Land having htthoto be^ 
cheap, and not exhausted by cultivation, agriculturists have not 
been eager, and it has not been necessary, to make practical sup- 
plication of the discoveries of science. A change in the^e re- 
spects having taken place, especially in the Atlantic states, m^y 
now study their profession as a science ; and, as all professions 
are estimated according to the skill and intelligence required to 
attain eminence in them, they are raising their own nearer to that 
rank in society, to which the utility and importance of agricul- 
ture entitle it More taste and neatness are displayed, and the 
^pearance of the country is visibly and rapidly improving. 

17. The COMMERCE of the United States has yielded a rich 
harvest of wealth. Various circumstances have directed to this 
•*^UBuit the attention of a large portion of the population, and 
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Tao^e contributed to their prosperity in it l^or two thousand 
miles, the republic bounds upon the sea, and in that space has 
manj excellent hart)ors. The finest timber for ship buildi(ig is 
abundant, and easily procured. Near the shores of the north* 
em states, and on the adjacent banks of Newfoundland, are fish- 
ing, stations, unsurpassed by any in the world. Fishing is con- 
sequently a lucrative employment, in proportion to the capital 
invested, and attracts to it a large number of the natives of those 
stales. These become accustomed to a seafaring life, and soon 
pass into larger ^vessels, destined for more distant and perilous 
voyages. 

18. The state of the world, for several years subsequent to 
the commencement of the French revolution, oflered great en- 
couragement to the commercial enterprise of the country. While 
almost every other power was engaged in war, the United "States 
were neutral ; their vessels navigated the ocean in safety, and 
mere employed to carry, from port to port, the commodities of 
the belligerent nations. In fifi:een years, beginning with 1793, 
these favorable circumstances increased the amount of Ameri- 
fan tonnage from 491,000 to 1,242,000 tons, and the revenue 
arising from commerce, fi*om 4,399,000 to 16,363,000 dollars. 

19. In 1820, the number of persons engaged in commerce 
was 72,493. In 1823, the whole amount of exports was 
74,799,000 dollars; the amount of imports was 77,579^009 
dollars, the balance, in favor of the United States, being about 
^uree millions of dollars. As the imports, however, are always 
undervalued at the custom-house, the additional wealth, which, 
m that year, accrued to the nation from commerce, was undoubt- 
edly greater. 

20. In other years, the commerce of the country has flour- 
ished more. In 1807, the exports amounted to 108,343,000 
dollars, and the imports to 138,574,000 dollars. The principal 
causes of tiie declme which has taken place, have been, the re- 
storation of peace in Europe, and the increase of the product of 
domestic manufactures. The former has permitted all other 
nations to become our competitors ; the latter has rendered it 
unnecessary to resort to £urope for most of the conveniences 
and many of the luxuries of life. The depression will not long 
continue. The independence of the South American republics 
has opened a wide fidd for the enterprise of our merchants, and 
given a brighter hue to their future prospects, 

21. The COD FISHERY on the north eastern <;oa8t of America 
attracted, at an eariy period, the attention of the world. In 
1583, sir IJumphrey Gilbert found thirty six vessels fishing in 

Z 2 ' 
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the harbor of St John, in Newfoundland. They weve priuci* 
pally from Biscay, in Spain, and Britany in France, anti, for 
many years, the French r^atuted almost a monopoly of this 
source of wealth. , In 1744, they employed,, ia this fishery, 4 V4 
large ships, navigated by about 24,000 seamen, and the quaiiiity 
of fish tdken amounted to 1,149,000 <piintals. 

22. The war of 1756, e:q)dHng the Frendi firom the coiti 
nent, transferred the privileges whkh they had enjoyed to Gnat 
Britain. The English colonies, firom their vicinity, participated 
largely in them. In the year 1760, six hundred and sixty vefr^ 
sels, navigated by 4,400 seamen, were fitted out from the pCMrtb 
of New-England. During the revolutionary war, the Aaieri- 
cans were compelled to relinquish this profitajble pursuit ; and it 
required all the firmness and address of the negotiators of the 
peace of 1783, to secure to these states those advantages which 
nature seems to have intended for them, and which ih^ had en* 
joyed as a component part of the British empire. They were 
at length, howe^r, notwithstanding the covert oppositi<m of 
France, conceded by the mother country. 

23. From that period, till 1807, the number of vessels and' 
men employed in this pursuit continued to increase. An esti- 
mate has been made that, from 1790 to 1810, twelve hundred 
vessels of all kinds, navigated by 10,500 men and boys, were, 
on an average, yearly employed in the Bank,Bay7 and Labrador 
fisheries ; 1,150,000 quintals of fish were caught and cured; and 
37,000 barrels of oil were made. The annual value of the pro- 
duct of these fisheries could not have been less than three and a 
half millions of dollars. They were interrupted by the last war 
with Great Britain, and have not since regained their former 
activity. As nurseries of seamen, they are important to the na- 
tion; and as such have rec^ved the' particular attention and en- 
couragement of government. A bounty which has, in some ^ 
years, amounted to 200,000 dollars, is paid to the owners and 
crews of the vessels employed. 

24. The WHALE fishery of the United States ought not to 
be passed over unnoticed. Its successfiil prosecution requires 
uncommon hardihood and skill. As early as 1690, the inhabi- 
tants of Nantucket engaged in this pursuit, and were soon after 
jomed by their brethren of the town of New-Bedford. In a 
few years, these monsters of the deep were driven firom &e 
American coasts ; but were pursued with ardor into seas the most 
remote. In 1715, two hundred and twenty eight tons ; in 1771, 
twenty-seven thousand tons; m 1815, forty two thousand tons 
of shipping were employed in this business. The prodact of 
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&ua fishery, exported in 1807, consisting of common and sper- 
maceti oil and whale-bone, was valued at 606,000 dollars ; in 
1823, at 653,000 dollars. 

25. An extract from the speedi of Mr. Burke delivered in 
the British Parliament, in 1775, presents, in eloquent language, 
a correct idea of the importance of this fishery, and of tibe en- 
terprise and dexterity of those engaged in it. <' As to the 
wealth which the colonies have drawn from the sea by their 
fisheries, you had all that matter fiilly opened at your bar. You 
surely diought those acquisitions of value; for they seemed 
•even to excite your envy ; and yet ^e spirit by which that enter- 
prising employment has been exercised, ought ra^r, in my 
opinion, to have raised your esteem and admiration. 

26. '< And pray, sir, what in the world is equal to it ? Pass by 
the other psurts, and look at the maumer in which the people of 
New-England have of late carried on the whale fishery. While 
•vre follow them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and be- 
iiold them penetrating into the deepest frozen recesses of Hud- 
son's bay and Davis's straits ; whilst we are looking for them 
)9eneath the arctic circle, we hear that they have pierced into 
the opposite region of polar cold ; that they are at the Antipodes, 
«aid engaged under the fi'ozen serpent of the south. Falkland 
Island, which seemed too remote and romantic an object £o¥ the 
grasp of national ambition, is but a stage and resting place in the 
progress of their victorious industry. 

27. << Nor is the equinoctial heat more discouragmg to them 
than the accumulated winter of both poles. We know that, 
while some of them draw the line and strike the harpoon on the 
coasts of Africa, others run the longitude and pursue the gigan- 
tic game along ^e coast of BrazU. No sea but what is vexed 
by Qieir fisheries. No climate that is not witness to their toils. 
Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor the activity of France, 
nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enterprise, ever 
carried this most perilous mode of hardy industry to the extent 
to which it has been pushed by this recent people ; a people 
who are still, as it were, but in ihe gristle and not yet hardened 
into the bone of manhood. ^ 

28. "When I contemplate these things ; when I know that 
the colonies owe little or nothing to any care of ours, and that 
they are not squeezed into this happy form by the constraints of 
watchful and suspicious government, but that, through a wise 
and salutary neglect, a generous nature has been suffered to take 
its own way to perfection ; when I reflect upon these effects, 
when I see how profitable they have been to us, I feel all the 
pride of power sink, and all presumption in the wisdom of 
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human contrivances melt and die away within me. M7 rigor 
relents. I pardon something to the spirit of liberty." 

29. Manufacturks. — While the United States were oolo« 
nies, the mother country endeavoured to prevent the inhabitants 
from manufacturing any article whatever, even for their own 
use. The erection of ^tting-mills was prohibited, and hatters 
were forbidden to take any i^prentice for less than seven years, 
or to employ more than two at a time. In addition to these ami 
oth^r legislative enactments, the wages of labour were high,^ 
and, nei&er skUl nor surplus capital existed u^ the country. But 
little attention was of course given to manufactures, and the in-, 
habitants received their supplies from the artizans of England. 

30. Some attempts were however made, a few years previous 
to the commencement of the revolutionary war, to introduce 
manufactures. Such was in part the intention of the non-im-v 
portation agreements ; and some of the colonial legislatures, to 
encourage the production of wool, and the manufacture of 
cloths, exempted sheep from taxation. But, at no time, previa 
ous to the adoption of the constitution, did manufacturers 
exist in tiie country in sufficient number to be considered a clasa 
of the population. 

31. And indeed it was not until the imposition of the embar- 
, go, in 1807, that any considerable impulse was given to this 

branch of industry. Prevented by this interruption of com- 
merce, from exchanging their products for foreign articles, the 
inhabitants then attempted to fabricate them for themselves. 
From the want of experience and skill, many of the first at- 
tempts were unsuccessful ; but in a very short time, these defi- 
ciencies were supf^ed, and, at the close of the war, the amount 
of the products of manufactures was astonishingly great 
Forming an estimate from the amount in 1810, which was near 
170 millions, it could not have been less, for 1814, than two 
hundred millions of dollars. In this amount, however, are in- 
cluded the products of household manufactures, and of the 
mechanic arts. 

32. Peace, by affording to foreigners an opportunity of intro- 
ducing the goods which had accumulated in their ware-houses, 
checked, for a few years, the impulse which the restrictive 
measures and the war had given. In each of the three years 
following 1815, the value of articles manufactured was probably 
less than in any one of the preceding six years. From the year 
1818, the amount has gradually increased, and in 1821 and 
^®22, it was probably greated than it had ever before been. It 
^'^ hereafter continue to mcrease, and the navigation of the 
country wUl be employed, not so much in bringing home the 
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manufactures of other nations, as in carrying abroad those of 
th6 United States. In this way, domestic manufactures will 
repay to commerce the capital thfey have lately drawn from it. 

L 3. The states m which the greatest attention is devoted to 
this branch of industry, are Rhode-Island,. Pennsylvania, Mc(3- 
sachusetts, New-Hampshire, and Connecticut. The principal 
manufactures are those of cotton and of woollen cloths, of iron, 
and of leather. In 1820, the number of inhabitants engaged 
m manufactures was 349,506. 

34. The question, whether agriculture, commerce, or manu- 
factures is most productive of national wealth, and to which 
the government ought, in preference, to extend its protection 
and encouragement, has lately been warmly discussed, by the 
politicians and writers on political economy, in America, and in 
JSurope. Each interest had its advocates. The decision of the 
impartial statesman would probably be, that neither should be 
encouraged to the neglect of the others ; that if either is, in 
any degree, to be preferred, it is that which is, at the time, the 
most depressed ; or that which supplies most of the means of 
national defence, and most of the necessaries and conveniences 
of Ufe. 

35. Debt, Revenue, and Expenditures. — ^When, in 1790, 
ihe public debt was first funded, it amounted to about 75,000,000 
of dollars. In 1803, by the purchase of Louisiana, it was aug- 
mented to about 85,500,000. In the eight years which followed, 
a large amount was paid, leaving due, in 1812, but little more 
tiian 45,000,000. To defiray tibe expenses of the war, which 
was declared in that year, more than 80,000,000 of new debt 
was'contracted. A large portion has since been paid, and, on the 
first day of January, 1823, the amount of it w^ 90,865,877 
dollars. 

86. The present revenue of the republic is derived princi- 
pally from commerce, and from the sale of public lands. In 
1822, there accrued from the former source, the sum of 
20,500,775 dollars ; from the latter source, 1,803,581 ; and from 
other sources, 839,084. The amount, however, which was ac- 
tually received, during the year, was but 20,232,427. 

37. The expenditures, during the same year, were as follows : 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous, 1,967,996 ; for the pay and 
support of the army, the construction of forts, the supply of 
amis, the payment of pensions, and the various expenses of the 
Indian department, 5,635,188 ; for the support and increase of 
the navy, 2,224,458 ; for the payment of the interest, and for 
the redemption of that portion of the principal of th&debt which 
became due within the year, 7,848,949^; amounting in the whole 
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to 17,676,591, and leaving an excess of revenue over expe^U 
ture of 2,555,836 dollars. 

38. Education. — ^In the longdoms of Europe, large sums 
have been appropriated, by the government, for the purposes of 
education. Nearly all, however, has been expended in found- 
ing or endowing universities. To these ' the sons of the noble 
andtthe rich could alone gain access ; and the intention and ef- 
fect of the expenditure has alwajrs been, to produce erudite 
scholars and able orators, and to perpetuate and widen the sepa* 
ration between the higher and the lower classes of the popula- 
tion. 

39. The people of the United States have had a differemt ob- 
ject iu'View, and one more congenial with their political institu- 
tions. Desirous that none should be ignorant, theii* first and 
principal care has been, to impart the advantages of instruction 
to the whole mass of the population. With this view, the legis- 
latures of many of the states have ordained, that schools, for the 
education of all the youth in reading, wilting, and aritlunetic, 
shall be kept, and supported by a pubUc and general tax. 

40. This system was adopted in Massachusetts as early aa 
1647. A law was tiien passed, by that colony, providing thatt 
school should be kept in every township having fifty household 
ers, in which all the children, who might resort to it, should be 
taught to read and write. As the number of inhabitants in- 
creased, the townships were divided into smaU districts, and a 
school supported in each. Thus, the means of education were 
provided, at the public expense, and the opportunity of acquir- 
ing it placed within the power of all. 

41. Immediately ^fler their first settlement, the same syftem 
was adopted by the other colonies of New-England ; and It has, 
by all of them, been preserved and cherished to the present time. 
Connecticut, having a large, tract of land in Ohio, which was 
sold for 1,200,000 dollars, appropriated the whole sum to the 
support of common or primary schoob. The sum has once 
been augmented to 1,700,000 dollars, and the interest is annually 
distributed to the several school districts, according to the num- 
ber of scholars taught in each. No district, however, is enti- 
tled to any aid from this fund, unless it had, in the preceding 
year, expended, for the same purpose, a certain amount derived 
from its own resources. 

42. The effect of this system has been, to render the great 
body of the people of these states the most enlightened in the 
worid. All can read and write, and rarely can one be found not 
qualified, by education, to transact the conunon concerns of life. 

'> educate his children, is the first object, and the chief glory 
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of the parent ; their ignorance is to him and to them disgrace- 
ful. In these schools, ihe human mind receives its first impulse 
in the career of learning ; an impulse which carries many for- 
ward to high stations of honor and of usefulness. 

43. The great state of New- York, distinguished for magni- 
ficent projects of internal improvement, and for liberal patrorf^ 
age of literature and the arts, has lately adopted a system nearly 
similar to that of Connecticut. From various sources, it has 
accumulated a fund, the income of which is to be applied annu- 
ally to the support of common schools. This fund, in 1820, 
amounted to 1,215,000 dollars. Since that year, all the unsold 
and unappropriated lands, which, when disposed of, will proba- 
bly produce about one mlHion more, have been permanently de- 
voted to the same object. The annual interest of this fund is 
distributed, according to population, among the several town^- 
ships, on their raising, for the same purpose, an additional sum 
equal to that which they receive from the state. In 1821, three 
hundred and thirty-three thousand children were taught, in the 
several district schools ; a number neariy equal to that of all the 
children in the state betv^een five and fifteen years of age. In 
1823, the number taught was 400,000. 

44. Yii^nia has also a literary fund, the interest of a part of 
which is appropriated for the support of common schools. This 
fund is of recent origin, and its income is yet'small. The ad- 
vantages of education are, however, so highly appreciated in that 
state, by its enlightened citizens, that most of the rising genera- 
tion are instructed in private schools, or by domestic teachers* 
The saihe remark will apply to most of the middle and southern 
states ; yet, in these, too many of the children of the poor will 
remain in ignorance until effectual provision is made, by the re- 
spective governments, for the instruction of all. 

45. The national government has not been unmindful of the 
importance of universal education. Before the adoption of the 
constitution, it acquired, by the cession of the states claiming it, 
the property of nearly all the unappropriated land within the na- 
tional boundaries. In offering this land for sale, it has reserved, 
in every township, one section, comprising 640 acres, for the use 
lof schools. As the population of the new states becomea more 
dense, these lands will constitute a valuable and productive fund, 
and the system of free schools, thus planted in the western, will 
there produce the same benefits as in the eastern portion of the 
union. 

46.. Schools of a higher order, to which the name of acade- 
tnies has been applied, are numerous in all the states, especially 
in those of New England. Many are incorporated, and some 
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possess considerable funds. That at Exeter, in New-Hamp. 
shire, holds the highest rank ; its funds amount to 80,000 dd- 
lars ; it has a library containing 700 volumes, and a handsome 
philosophical apparatus. In these schools are taught English 
grammar, composition, history, geography, mathematics, the 
Latin and Greek languages. rMany young men resort to them 
to acquire an education superior to that which can be obtamed at 
the primary schools, and many to prepare themselves to enter 
some college or university. They are' principally taught by 
those, who have just received a degree in the arts, and who are 
unable, from the want of property, to engage immediately in the ' 
study of the professions which they intend to pursue. 

47. Of colleges and universities there is also a large number 
in tfie United States. " The oldest and first in rank is Harvard 
College, at Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was established in 
1638, only eighteen years after the first settlement of Plymouth. 
It had then a fund of about 5,000 dollars, nearly two thirds of 
which was a donation from the Rev. John Harvard, of Charies- 
town. The first degrees were conferred, upon nine young 
gentlemen, in 1642. It has since received many and large ad- 
ditions to its funds, principally donations from individuals ; and, 
from thfe exertions of its learned presidents and professors, has, 
with short intermissions, been, constantly advancing in reputa- 
tion, and increasing in usefulness. The library contains about 
twenty-five thousand volumes. In 1824, the faculty consisted 
of a president, and twenty professors ; the number of students 
was 222, and of the resident graduates 146. 

48. Yale College was founded in 1700, and incorporated in 
1701. It was first established at Saybrook; but, in 1716, was 
removed to New-Haven, in Connecticut. EUhu Yale, a mer- 
chant in London, having made to it a donation of more than four 
thousand dollars, its name was, in 1718, changed from the Col- 
legiate School, to Yale College. Afterwards bishop Berkeley, 
the celebrated metaphysician, who had resided two years in Ame- 
rica, presented to it a collection of books, consisting of nearly 
one thousand volumes ; and a farm in Newport, the annual rent 
of which, on a long lease, is two hundred and forty bu^els of 
wheat. JProm the state, and from other sources, it has received 
many liberal donations. Its libraries contain about nine thousand 
volumes. In 1824, the faculty consisted of a president, and 
eleven professors, and the number of its dtudents was 349. 

49. In addition to these, there are, in the union, about fifty 
colleges and universities authorized to confer degrees. In aU of^ 
th^ are taught, the English, Latin, and Greek languages, riie-' 

"^nc, mathematics, natural philosophy, logic, cbymistry, astrono- 
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tfciy, histov>, T«f^j geography. Iq some of them are jjso taught 
«1^ Hebrevv , oiien^^ and modern European languages; anato- 
«ny, surgery, medicine, botany, polite literature, dkinity, ethics, 
natural and municipal law, politics, and elocution. 

50. Literature. — The remark has often been made, that the 
cJnited States have produced no eminent scholars ; and that the 
national character has not been illustrated by literary and scien- 
tific performances of distinguished merit. This remark is 
doubdess just. Compared with those of the old world, their 
MTTiters have not exhibited the same labored polish of style, nor 
their men of science the same perseverance and extent of investi- 
gation. Their historians are not equal to Hume or Robertson ; 
their poets to Milton or Pope ; their chemists to Lavoisier or 
Davy ; nor their metaphysicians to Locke, Berkeley, or Reid* 

51. But this fact implies no deficiency of mental vigor yi the 
people. The mind of the nation has received, from circum- 
stances, a different direction. Those who are eiidued with ex- 
traordinary talent, whatever may have been their original pro- 
pensities, have been called from the closet to labor in th^ legisla- 
tive hall, or the cabinet; to vinidicate the cause or defend the in- 
terest of their country abroad ; to dispense justice from the 
bench, or to support and defend, at the bar, the claims and the 
rights of their fellow citizens. 

52. To perform these duties, certainly not less honorable nor 
less difficult than any thing which the mere scholar can perform, 
a greater variety of talents, and greater intellectual labor, have 
been required in Ais than in any other country. Here, in com- 
paratively, a short period, the foundations have been laid, and the 
superstructures erected, of new politSs^l institutions. Many 
governments have been established over communities differing 
from each other, and from those of Europe ; and over these a 
paramount government, with extensive and important powers. 
For each of these communities, a new system of law has been 
required, and each government has a separate executive, legisla- 
tive, and judicial department. The population of no country 
has been called upon to supply such a number of legislators,, of 
judges, and of lawyers ; nor, it may be added, of instructers of 
youth. And, while their number accounts for the comparative 
neglect of literature and the fibie arts, the talents they have dls- 
phyed sufficiently vindicate the republic from the reproach of 
inteliectusd inferiority. 

58. But not in these modes alone have the people of these 
states proved, that in original powers of mind they may assert 
an equality, at least, with those of any other nation. None has 
made more important discoveries in the useful arts^ Eii<rlai) i 
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boasts of her Ajrkwright, who invented the spinning machine*) 
of her Worcester, Newcomen, and Watt, by whose ingenuity 
and labors the powers 6( steam were substituted for the uncer- 
tain aid of wind and water in moving the machinery of manu- 
factories. 

54; America may boast of her Crodfirey, whose quadrant has 
been ahnost as serviceable, as the compass, to navigation ; of her 
Franklin, who has made our dwellings comforftible within, and 
protected them from the lightning of heaven ; of her Whitney, 
whose cotton gin' has added to the annual product of that article 
at least one hundred millions of pounds ; of her Whittemore, the 
inventor of the wonderful machine for making cards;. of her 
Perkins, the inventor of the nail machine ; and of her Fulton, 
who has rendered the power of steam subservient to the pur-^ 
pose% of navigation. 

65. But {he United States have produced authors who would 
do honor even to any other nation^ The style of Franklin is 
perspicuous and pure ; and few men of any age or country have 
contributed more by their writings, to enlighten and to benefit 
mankind. The histories of MsgrshaU, Ramsay, Belknap, Wil- 
liams, and the Annals of Holmes, are works of sterling merit, 
interesting, and instructive. Among theological writers^ Ed- 
wards, Hopkins, D wight, Lathrop, Davies, Kollock, and Buck* 
minster,, arfe deservedly eminent. And as a novelist, Brown has 
few equals. 

56. Many of the political writers of this country have dis- 
played great vigor of thought, and force of expression. The 
pamphlets and state papers to which the revolutionary struggle 
gave existence ; the numbers of the Federalist ; the official let- 
ters of Mr. Jefferson," as secretary of state, and of the Ameri- 
can ministers at Ghent, not only display intellectual powers, but 
possess literary merit, of the highest order. Some of the best 
writers of this republic have not been the authors of books. 

57. To the fine arts still less attention has been paid tha& to 
literature ; but the neglect is to be attributed rather to the defi- 
ciency of patronage than to the want of capacity to exceL Ben- 
jamin West, a native of Pennsylvania, presided for many years 
over the Royal Society, comprising the most eminent painters 
of Great Britain. In portrait-painting, Copley and Stuart have 
acquired a high reputation ; and in historical painting, Trumbull 
and Alston excel. The United States claim only me honor of 
their birth ; England and Italy that of patronizmg and instructing 
them. 

68. Religion. — ^The consequences resulting from the ehjoy- 
~nt of religious liberty have been highly favorable. Free 
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discussion has enlightened the ignorant, disarmed superstition of 
its dreadful powers, and consigned to oblivion many erroneous 
and fantastic creeds. Religious oppression, and the vindictive 
feelings it arouses, are hardly known. Catholics and Protes- 
tants live together in harmony ; and protestants who disagree, 
employ, in defending their own doctrines, and in assailing diose 
of their antagonists, the weapons only of reason and eloquence. 
69. In the New-England states, the independents or congre- 
gationalists constitute the most numerous denomination ; in the 
middle states, the presbyterians ; and in the southern, the me- 
thodists. Baptists, episcopalians, and Roman cathohcs, are 
found in all the states; but in Maryland and Louisiana, the 
catholics are more numerous than elsewhere. Each of these 
i^cts has one or more seminaries of learning, in which its pe- 
culiar doctrines are taught, and young men are educated for the 
ministry. Many other sects exist, but reason, less tolerant than 
the laws, is gradually diminishing the number. 

60. Character and Manners. — Foreigners have asserted 
that .the Americans possess no national character. If at any 
period this assertion has been true, it was then no reproach. In 
its youth, a nation can have no established character. The in- 
habitants of this republic, coming from every quarter of the 
world, speaking many different languages, dispersed over a vast 
extent of teiritory, could not immediately assimilate and exhibit 
those few prominent traits, which nations as well as individuals, 
in their maturity, display. 

61. But the germ of a national character has always existed. 
It has grown with our growth, and is gradually throvnng into the 
shade Siose unfavourable and discordant traits, which have dis- 
figured and partly concealed it from view. Who, that has read 
the history of these states, has not perceived, in the inhabitants, 
an energy of purpose capable of surmounting all obstacles ; a 
spirit of enterprise, that leaves nothing useM unattempted ; a 
proud sense of personal dignity and independence ; a decided 
preference of utUity before show ; and a love of knowledge that 
has dispelled ignorance from the land 1 They may have been t09 
much devoted to the pursuit q( gain; too much addicted to 
habits of intemperance ; too much inflated with national vanity ; 
bigoted and superstitious : but these traits are now less apparent; 
they are constantly melting away, and those more noble appear- 
ing in bolder relief. 

62. They whose wealth or talents place them in the first rank 
in society, are, in their manners, free from awkwardness, for- 
mality, haughtiness, and ostentation ; but they do not display the 
elegance or refinement of the same class in Europe. The mass 
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of the people ^ are .derious, shrewd, inquisitive, macly, and 
generally respectful ; but they know Uttle, and practise Irra, ot 
the ceremonies of formal politeness. To foreigners, aocustz>in<^ 
to the servility of the lower classes in Europe, they doubde4« 
often appear rough and uncourtly ; and many fashionsible tourist 
may have had their feelings needlessly wounded, and their ddi- 
,cacy shocked ; but when respectfully treated, they display na- 
tive politeness, and generosity of sentiment. Time will remnvp 
the grosser defects ; but may it never, by polishing too deepl}s 
impair .that strength of character, which is essential to the per^ 
manence of our republican institutions. 



€3. A review of the rapid progress of the United States in 
population, wealth, and power; a survey of their present physical 
and moral condition ; and a comparison of them, in either respect, 
with other nations, cannot fail to give to an American citizen 
an elevated conception of his own country, and to justify the 
loftiest anticipations of the future. 

64. In a period of thu^ years, ending with 1820, the popula- 
tion of the republic increased from 3,893,835, to 9,642,150 ; 
it consequently doubles in less tiiaa twenty-five years. . In Great 
Britain, the population does not double in less than dghty years ; 
and in that country the increase' is nearly, if not quite, as rapid 
as in any other in Europe. 

65. The augmentation of wealth and power cannot be so 
easily ascertained. It is the opinion of many, well qualified to 
judge, that it has been still more rapid ; and when the increase 
of our exportsj which in the same period advanced from nine- 
teen to sixty-five millions ; when the growth of our cities and 
villages ; the increase of our manufacturing establishments, of 
our national and mercantile navy, of our fortifications and oUier 
means of defence; the extent of our internal improvements; 
and, beyond all, the extensive territories reclaimed from a state 
of nature and made productive and valuable, are adverted to, 
that opinion will not appear unfounded nor extravagant 

66. Although now irderior to the principal nations of the old 
world, yet but a short period will elapse before the United States, 
should their progress hereafter be the same that it has been, will 
overtake and pass them. Their great natural advantages will 
continue to ui^e them forward. Extensive tracts of feitile land 
yet remain vacant of inhabitants ; the pprtions already settled are 
capable of supporting a much more numerous population; new 
roads and new canals will give greater activity to internal com* 

wee, and open new fields to the untiring industry and enter- 
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prise of man ; and, a small part only being, required by the 
government, nearly the whole annual income will be added to the 
general capital, augmenting it in a compound ratio. 

67. That these splendid anticipations are not the suggestions 
of national vanity, the history of the past sufficiently, proves. 
ITet their fulfilment depends, in a great degree, upon die future 
conduct of the people tiaemselves ; upon their adherence to the 
principles of their fathers ; upon the preservation of free political 
institutions, of industrious, frugal, and moral habits; and, above 
all, upon the universal diffusion of knowledge. 

68. This truth should sink deep into the hearts of the old and 
the young. The citizens of this republic should never fo^et 
the awful responsibilities resting upon them. They constitute 
the oldest nation on this western hemisphere, the first on the list 
of existing republics. They stand forward, the object of hatred 
to some, of admiratiop to many, of wonder to ail ;, and an im- 
pressive example to the people of every country. To them is 
committed an experiment, successful hitherto, the final result of 
which must have a powerful influence upon the destiny of man- 
kind ; if favorable and happy, the whole civilized world will be 
free ; if adverse, despotism and darkness will again overshadow 
itp May they ever be sensible of the vast importance of their 
example. May they never betray their sacred trust. 
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WAS the continent of America known to the andenta? 

What was the ohject of the voyages of discovery made in the 15th 

centuxy? 
Who was a distihguished navigator of that age ? 
Where was he bom ? , ,,,,«, 

What incidents led him \a think that he could reach the East lii* 

dies by sailing west ? 
To whom did he apply ibr assistance ? 
Who became his friend and patron ? 
When did he set sail ? From what port ? 
What course did he steer ? 

What phenomenon was first observed dming his voyage ? 
How did his crews behave ? What did they threaten to do f , 

How did he appease them ? 
When was land discovered ? 
What other islands did he discover and visit ? 
How was he received on his return ? " 
Who.first discovered the continent ? When ? 
Upon what did the English found their claim to the eastern portion 

of North America ? 
From whom does the continent derive its name ? ^ i <» 

Who is supposed to have entered the harbour of New- York 7 
What induced Cok^ to attempt a settlement in America ? 
What was the result ? 

By whom was the second attempt m^de ? When ? Where ? 
Was it fortunate ? 

On what occasion was the spirit of adventure revived ? 
Who most encouraged the scheme of colonization ? 
What companies were formed ? 
What territory was granted to each ? , 
What privileges wei-e secured to the emigrants ? 
When was Quebec settled ? By whom ? 
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QUESTIONS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Br what company was Yirgima settled 7 
* How man^ persmiB were sent over 7 ? 

What dktmga^hed man. was amon^ them 7 , 
Relate the principal events of his life 7 
When did the adventurers land 7 At what place 7 
Who was elected president 7 Who was excluded 7 
What was the character of the aboriginal inhabitants 7 
What happened to captain Smith 7 
By wlwm was he preserved from death 7 
While absent, to what number had the settlers been rednced ? 
How many came with Newport 7 ^ 

How did Smith employ himself 7 
Was he chosen president? 
Relate v^at afterwards occurred ? 
What induced Smith to return to England 7 
What was the conseauaice ? 
Who were successively appointed governors? 
For what purpose was Pocahontas taken? 
What is related concerning her? 
What was the object of Argal's expedition ia 1618 7 
What did he accomplish 7 
What instructions were given b^ king James 7 
When did governor Yeardly amve 7 
What did he do which gave joy to the people ? 
In what state was the colony at this penod § 
What misfortune happened to it 7 • 

How much was the number of settlers reduced? 
Did the Virginians depose Harvey 7 
What did king Charles do 7 
Who succeeded Harvey 7 

Whom did the Virginians favour, the king or paiUameBt 7 
What did the parliament do 7 ' 

What did the Virginians do on the death of Matthewi 7 
Why were tlie people disaffected 7 
Who was (he leader of the insurgents 7 
Relate the incidents of the rebeluon. - 
What was the conduct of Berkeley towards the rebek? 
What was the population in 1688 7 
How was the colony governed 7 
What course did the representatives pursue in relation to daveiy I, 



CHAPTER n. 

. • 

70. 26. To what conmany was Massachusetts granted f 

71. — When were the mrst men sent over left? 

73.. -^ When and why did they return to Eingland 7 - • 

73. — By whom was the coast of Massachusetts turvejeAl 

74. — In that age whal was the maxim of all ecclesisMtica and politi- 

cians? 

75. 27. What causes induced Mr. Robinson's congieffatioii to remore to 

Holland? 
'76. — To what company did they apply for a grant of land 7 
''T. — To what part were they earned T 
It' "■ }X^at^M***®y«^o before leaving the ship 7 
W. — When did they land 7 



QUESTIONS. S 

• 

How many perished daring the winter? 

What was the settlement called ? 

What was the population in 1630 ? 

What directed the attention of others to New*Ettglaiul ? 

What association was formed in 1627 ? a 

Of what company did they obtain a grant ? 

W here did the people they sent out land ? 

Wliat were the provisions of the charter they obtaiaed 1 

^Vhat town was nejtt settled ? 

What was the first object of their attention ? 

What number perished before spring ? 

At what time was Boston founded ? 

What distinguished lad v fell a victim ? 

How many perished belore December ? 

What was one great object of the Puritans 7 

What ordinance was passed in 1631 ? ^ 

Were the Indians numerous, at that time, in New-England ? 

When were representatives first chosen? 

Wlio was banished from Salem ? For what cauie ? 

What distinguished emigrants came in 1635 ? 

Relate their nistory. 

Who were detained by king Charles ? ' 

\Vhat was the cause (h the first war with the Indiam ? 

With what tribe was it carried on ? 

Which party was victorious ? 

What cause put a stop to emigration 7 

In what year did the colonies form a league? 

What is said concerning the representatives and aasifltants? 

Wtiich did New- England favour, the king or parliament t 

What propositions did Cromwell make to the colonists ? 

When was New-Hampshire incorporated with MaBsachusetts ? 

When was Maipe ? 
What law was made against Quakers ? 
What distingoished individuals came to New-Engltnd about thif 

time ? 
How were they received ? Where did they reside ? 
What law was enacted by England in 16637 
What measure was adopted by the king in 1664 ? 
What was the conduct of the commissioners 7 
How many towns and inhabitants did New-England contain at the 

end of 50 years firom the settlement of Plymouth 7 
What were we causes of Philip's war ? 
Where were the first acts of hostility committed 7 
Did the colonists suffer much injury from the savages 7 
In what manner was the war carried on 7 
122. * 40. What was the result of the great battle fought December 18 7 
What feeling did PhiUp exhibit 7 
What was his fate 7 

What losses were sustained in this war 7 
When was New Hampshire made a separate colony 7 
For what purpose was Edward Randolph sent over / 
What was done in relation to the charter 7 
What was the character and conduct of Andross ? 
How did the people treat Andross and his adherents ? 
Whftt was the result of the expedition to Canada 7 
How did Massachusetts pay her troops 7 
What were the provisions of the new charter 7 
Who was the first governor under tlie new churter 7 
What distinguished the commencement of his administratienf 
What causes produced the delusion 7 
How many charged with witchcraft were executed 7 
What law was passed at the first sessiou 7 
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4 QUESTIONS. 

Quttt. Pagt. • 

)S9. 44. What war existed at tliis period? 

140. 45. When was Deerfield attacked ? 

141 . — How many were killed and made priaonets 7 

142. — Who were among the prisoners ? 

143. ^ How were they treated ? 

144. — What was the Indian mode of warfare ? 
145.* — • What expedition was fitted out in 1707 ? 

146. — What in 1710? What was accomplished ? 

147. •'— What expedition was fitted out in Hll ? 

148. 46. What misfortune occurred to the fleet ? 

149. — What was the event of the expedition? 
160. — When was peace concluded ? 

151. — What was tne effect of this war upon New-England I 

162. — Who was appointed governor in 1716? 

153. — What question agitated the people when he axriyed ? 

154; 47. Wliat act of his displeased the assembly ? 

155. — Whose conduct did the people approve ? 

156. — What vote was passed respecting the govemw's tftlaiy ? 
167. -7 What instructions did the king give ? 

158. — Did the assembly comply ? 

159. — What steps did the governor take ? 

160. 48. Who was the next governor ? 

161. — What look place between him and the assembly ? 

162. — How was the controversy suspended? 

163. — Who succeeded governor Burnett ? 

164. — How was the long controversy terminated? 
166. 49. Who was appointed governor in 1740? 

166. — ^ What event occurfea in 1744? 

167. — From what port were privateers fitted out? 

168. — What expeoition was concerted in 1745 ? 

169. — By whom was it proposed ? 

170. — Did the General Court in the end agree to it 7 

171. — What colonies furnished assistance ? 

172. 60. ' What naval force co-operated ? 

173. — What fortunate events occurred ? 

174. 61. What was the result of the expedition ? 

175. — What measure did France adopt the next summer 1 

176. — At what time was peace concluded ? 

1 77. — What were the terms of this peace ? 
1T8. — What became of tlie bills of credit ? 



CHAPTER III. 

• 

179. 62. Which was the parent of the New-England colonies ? 

180. — To whom were the first grants made in New-Hampshire ? 

181. — When were the first settlements made ? Where? 

182. — When was the first house built at Portsmouth ? 

183. — Ofwhom did Wheebight purchase land? 

184. — What town did he found ? 

185. -— When was civil government established in Dover, Poitamouthi ana 

Exeter? 

186. — What steps did these towns take m 1641 ? 

187. 63. Ofwhom did the emigrants purchase lands? 

188. — What settlements suffered in Philip's war 1 

189. •-r- When was New- Hampshire made a separate province ? 

190. — What law was passed m 1680 ? 

J^- — What disputes aiose on the arrival of Mason? 

192. -^ Who was appointed governor after Andross was depoeied t 



Qutstidi^s. 

I9S. 64^ Did this colony snffer much irom Indian waks ? 

194. — What town was sniprised in 1689 ? 

195. — Gi?e an accomkt of that event. 

196. 66. In what year was Londonderry settled ? ^By whom ? 
197'. — What did they introduce ? 

198. ll^y did J. T. Mason claim the lands of his ancestors ? 

199. — To whom did he convey them ? • 

200. -^ What did they do to silence opposition ? 

201. — How were the Masonian lands granted 1 



CHAPTER IV. 

• 

202. 56. To whom was Connecticut first granted ? 

203. — How ikr westward did the grant extend ? 
§04. — By whom was a lort ereciea at Hartford ? ' 

205. ■--^' By whom was a trading house erected at Windsor ? 

206. • — By whonuwas Weatherfield and Windsor settled? 

207. — For what purpose djd Winthrop come from England? 

208. — Did the Ehitch attempt to molest him ? 

209. 57. Whatpersonslaid the foundation of Hartford? 

210. — Whose authority did the first emigrants acknowledge ? 

211. — When did the freemen form a constitution ? 

212. — State the substance of this constitution ? 

213. — By whom wa? Saybrook settled ? Whence the name ? 

214. — What did Fenwick transfer to the Grcneral Court ? 

215. — By what persons was Newhaven founded ? 

2 1 6. 68. Was it a distmct colony 1 

21 7. — By what laws were they first governed J 

218. -* With whom had both colonies disputes 1 

219. — How was partition made in 1650/ 

220. — Did the Dutcn continue friendly ? 

221. — What did Connecticut propose to the confederacy ? 

222. — What was the conduct of Alassachusetts ? 

223. 69. What did Cromwell do ? 

224. — Did the inhabitants obtain a charter ? 

225. — What territory did it comprehend 1 

226. — Did Newhaven willingly consent to a union? 

227. r- When were the two colonies united ? 

228. 60. What circumstances occurred i^hen Andross demanded the char^ 

ter? 

229. — Did Connecticut retain her chuler ? 

230. — What demand did Fletcher make of Connecticut ? 

231. 61. How was he treated ? 

£32. — When was Yale CoUese founded ? 

233. — When was Saybrpok luatform adopted ? 

234. — What did this platform relate to? 

235. 62. What cause tended to pieaerve the peace of Connecticut ? 



CHAPTER r. 

236. 62. When was Rhode Island setdedi By whom t 

287. — Why was he banished from Massachusetts 7 

838. — What did he call the place where he settled? 

299. — What regulations did he adopt? 

UOi -^ Who repaired to Rhode Island'in 1638 7 



g QUESTIONS. 

241 . 63. Did Rhode Wand apply to be admitted into the league 7 

242. — What was the decision of the commissionen ? 

243. — Did RJiode Island consent to the terms? 

244. — When was the first general assembly held ? • 
2.15. — When did the colony obtain a charter ? 

246. — What were the provisions of this charter? 

247. -** What law was passed relative to the qaakers ? .,.' , 

248. — What secured the colony exemption from Indian hostuit}' ? 

249. — What wus tlie population in 1730 ? In 17$l ? 

250. — When was Brown univtraity founded ? 



CHAPTER \h 

251. 64.* By whom was rfcw- York djlflpvered? When? 

g52. — In what service did Hudson sail ? j •. 

tb^. — - By whom and when was a fort erected Hear Albany, aAl traain| 
houses at New- York ? \^ ,r . - 

254. — What was Albany then called? What wa» New-York ? 

255. — What event occurred soon after ? 

256. — Whenand where was Fort Amsterdam erected? 

257. — To what company did the republic of Holland make a grant ? 

258. — How far did the grant extend ? 

259. — What was the territory called ? 

260. — Where did the Dutch erect forts in 1623? 

261. — With whom did this produce quarrels ? , , i. , 
2o2. — Wlien did war break out between the Dutch and Indians ? 

263. — Who commanded the Dutch troops ? 

264. 65. In What place was a battle fought ? j « •. j. * 

265. — Who agreed on a line of partition between the Dutch and fingliali f 
2^. — To whom did the king of ilngland grant New*Yoik ? 

267« — Wh^ measure was tliereupon taken ? 

268. — Did the expedition sent out succeed ? # 

269. *-* What names were changed ? 

270. — Who assumed the government of the country f 
^71. -- When was New- York made a city ? 

272. — What event happened in 1673? , ' 

273. 66. How long did the Dutch retain possession ? 
274^ — Whom did the Duke of York appoint governor J 

275. — To what religious sect did both belong ? 

276. — ^Vhen was the first assembly held ? ,, i_ . i. i^ j > 

277. — By what people was the interior of New^York nriiabiteo / 

278. — Of whom were they the allies? 

279. —» Who led an army against them ? 
•Isa -- What was he obliged to do ? 

2S1. 67. What Indian chief addressed the French governor? 

282. — Recite his speech. 

283. 68. What effect had this speech on the French goremor 7 

284. -* Why was the Duke of York disliked when he became fcing^ ? 

285. — What encouraged the dissected ? 

286. — "What measures did Leisler and Milbome nndcrtake 1 
387. 69. What did Bayard and dourtlandt do ? 

293. — What authonty did Leisler assume? Why? « 

089. — What did Milbome effect? ... 

290. — What portiej were despatched against the English? 

t91. 70. Describe the attack of Schenectady. 

292. — What was done to avenjre these barbarities ? 

?9S. -_ To what was tlie faMure of the expedition attributed 7 

394* —* Whom did king Wi!lia*R apf oiut q^ovcrnor? 
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QUESTIONS. 7 

What was the character of this governor ? 

What sentence was passed on Leisler and Milbome ? 

What was their ikte ? 

Br whom were the French settlements attacked ? 

Who was appointed eoremor in 1692 ? 

What object was he desirous of effecting ? 

What took place in consequence of his recmnmendation ? 

When was the Earl of BeUamcmt {^[)pointed governor? 

In what measure did he engage ? 

Relate the conduct and fate of captain ICid. 

Into what parties were the people divided ? 

When was Lord Combury appointed governor ? 

What were his parentage and character? 

In what manner did he behave ? . 

What followed his removal from office ? 

What resolution was passed ? 

In what year did governor Hunter arrive ? 

What people came with him? 

What 18 the character of their descendants ? ^ 

What dispute arose between the house and council ? 

What enterprise was projected in 1709 1 In 171 1 ? 

What was tne result of tne latter ? 

Did the people justify their representatives ? 

State the progress and termination of the dispute between the house 

and council. 
Who succeeded govemwr Hunter ? 

What projects had the French then in view ? . , 

What did governor Burnet do to defeat it ? 
When was the assembly, elected in 1716, dissolved ? 
What fort did the French erect while Van Dam was governor ? ' 
Who succeeded Van Dam ? 

What prosecution was instigated by governor Cosby ? 
What honour was conferred on one of his defenders ? 
When was Clark appointed lieutenant-governor ? 
What dispute was revived between him and the Assembly ? 
Which party was 6iumphant at the next election ? 
Recite tne address of Hie house to the governor ? 
What did he say in his next>speech ? 
What resolve did the house pass ? 
What plot was supposed to be concerted about this time ? 
What was the Apposed object of the plot ? 
How many were burned ? Hung ? Transported ? 
What did Clark allude to in his speech ? 
When was Geor^ Clinton appointed governor ? 
Wliat happened m 1745 ? 
Wlien diu peace take place ? 



CHAPTER VII. 

340. 78. By whom was New-Jersey settled ? When? Where? 

341. — When and where did the Swedes and Finns settle 7 

342. 79. What happened in 1665 ? 

34S. — What temtorv did the Dutch possess? 

344. — How was it taken from them ? 

845. — To whom was it conveyed ? 

t46. — To whom did the Duke convey New-Jer»ey ? 

847. _ Why was it so called ? 

348. — Who was the first governor? 
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QUESTIONS. 

What WM the origin of the dispates that arose? 

DmI the people reroH? Dtdthejfabiiiit? 

To whom did Berkeley dispose of his right ? 

IVho were appointdd trustees to sell it ? 

What partition was agreed on ? 

Was a new patent granted to the Duke ? 

On what did Andross insist ? 

Whatdidhedo? 

Recite the address to the commissioners. 

What was their decision ? 

To whom was East Jersey transferred in 1682 ? 

Who was appointed governor over it ? 

By whom were the Jerseys remiited 7 

When was Princeton College founded ? 

What was then the number of inhabitants ? 



CHA1»TER Vlil. 

964. 99. By whom was Delaware first settled ? 

966. — What did ihey call the country? 

966. — Where did thiey seat themselves ? 

967. — Why and where did they build forts ? 
969. — Where did the Dntch baOd a fort ? 

969. — In what manner did the Swedes gun possession of it ? 

970l — What ooorse did governor Stnyvesant pursue ? 

971. — How long did the Dutch retain possession 7 

972. — What purchases did William Penn make ? 
979. -~ What name was given to the tracts purchased '/ 

974. 99. To what colony were they unked 7 

975. <— When did a separation take place ? 



CHAPTER IX. 

976. 89. Who was the (bunder of Pennsylvania ? 

977. — To what religions sect did he belong 7 

978. — - Why was the country ffranted to him 7 
S79. — At what price was land sold 7 

996l 84. At what rate was it rented 7 

981. — h what year did the settlers leave England 7 

982. — What position did they select for a settlement 7 

9S9. — What was the object of Penn*s frame of government ? 

^4. •* What people, and how many, did he find upon the '* territories*' ? 

985. — Where was the first assembly held 7 

986. — What city did Penn found 7 

987. 86. For what qualities are (he Pennsylvanians diiftinguished ? 

988. — What party did Penn adhere to at the time of the English revolution? 

989. — How was be treated? 

890. 86. Didheregainthefavourof theklng7 

991. — When dia he again visit Pennsylvania ? 

992. -, What took place in 1701 7 

^. — How was tne executive authoritv afterwards administered ? 

894. — What caused the most irritation"7 

8W. — Did the colony prosper 7 

What took place at the commencement of the revolution ? 

What sum was paidnn dischai^e of quit rents ? 
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QUESTIONS. f 



CHAPTER X. 

By whom was Maryland founded? 

To what religious sect did he bdong ? 

After \dioin was the colony named/ 

\Vho was appointed the first goremor ? 

\Vhen did the first settlers arrive ? WI\ere ? 

What land did they purchase 7 

What circumstances favoured the rapid populadon of the colony ? 

When and how was a house of assembly wrmed ? 

What alteration was made in 1650 ? 

What fact is honourable to Lord Baltimore and his associates? 

What disturbance was produced ? By whom ? 

What was the result or the disturbances ? 

\Vhat ordinance was passed by the victorious party ? 

^Vhat was the number of inhabitants in 1660 / 

When did lord Baltimoi-e die ? 

What was his character ? 

What occurred in 1689 ? 

What directicrfis did king Waiiam give ? 

When was the pj^rietor restored to his rights ? 

What occurred at the commencement of the revolution J 



CHAPTER XL 

418. 90. Whatterritofy was granted, in 1630, to Sir Robert Heath t 

419. By what persons was a settlement fonned north ef Atbemttfe 

sound? 

420. — What settlenient was made m 1661 ? By whom? 

421. .— What grant was made in 1663 ? 

422. — What assurances were given to emigrants ? 

423. 91. Who prepared a constitution for the colonpr ? 
4^4, .^ What were tiie provisions of this constitution ? 

425. -.^ Was it acceptable to the inhabitanti ? 

426. -- Wha* settlement was made in 1670 ? . , , ^ . 

427. — In vduch of the Carolinas, as ^w divided, .was it maOe ? 

428. 92. What was the character and conduct of Sjcth Sothel ? 

429. -* When was the constitution of Locke abrogated ? 

430. — How were the two provinces afterwards ^jovemed ? 

431. — • What emigrants came in 170nr ? In 1710? 
4S2. — What calamity fell upou them ? 

4$^ 93. Whither did the Tuscaioras emigrate ? 

4S4. — What proceedings took place in 1729? , . , 

435. — In what pMtofNorth CaroUna did the settlements kcre^jie m«rt 
rapidly? 



CHAPTER XII. 

436. 94. When was the first settlement made' at Port Roysl ? 

437. When was old Charlestown founded ? 

438. When (Ud the freemen elect representatives? 

439. » When £d (hey meet to elect them ? 

440. — Whence did emigrants come ? 



10 QUESTIONS. 

When wu thepreient city of Charlestown founded ? 

What did the Froprietora direct in regard to the French proCe»> 

tants? 
Was oppodtion made ? By whom ? 
What did these protcstants do ? 
Why w&s John Archdale sent over ? 
What did he effect? 

What did Granville and Moore attempt? 
What law was passed ? 

What was the conduct of the lords and the queen ? 
What expeditions were undertaken in 1702 ? 
What occurred in 1706? What in 1715? 
What sufferings were occasioned bv the war with the Indians 1 
What measure did the assembly adopt ? 
What emi^ants were induced to come ? 
Wlial was their fate ? 
What occurred in 1719 ? • 

How was the government afterwards administered ? 
What occurred in 1738 ? 
Was the insurrection quelled ? 
From what countries did emigrants come ? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

461. 99. Where is Greorgia situated ? 

46t. — What project was c<$ncerted in 1732? 

46S. — To whom was Georgia granted ? 

464. — What regulations did the Trustees provide ? 

465. — When did the first emi^ants embark ? 

466. — Who was placed at their head ? 

467. .« What was the conduct of the Carolinians ? 

468. — How many emigrants came tlie next year ? 

469. — What was the character of these emigrants ? 

470. 100. What ofier was made to induce a different class to emigrate 7 

471. — When did the Germans settle ? When the Scotch ? 

472. — Who made a visit to Georgia in 1736 ? 

473. — What was his object ? 

474. — Who came two years afterwards ? 

476. — In 1740, how many emigrants had arrived ? 

476. — What was the amount of benefactions ? 

477. 101. What expedition did General Oglethorpe undertake ? 

478. •— Was it successful ? 

479. — What afterwards occurred ? 

480. 102. What event occurred when Oglethorpe was marching to attaek the 

^>aniards ? 

481. — What expedient did he devise ? 

482. — How did tlie invasion end ? 

483. 108. What occurred in 1754? 

484. — What products were cultivated? 



CHAPTER XIV. 



486. 103. In what year was the treaty between Fraiice and Engl&ikd conciud- 
edf which restored tranquillity to America ? 



QUESTior^s. n 

Q«iMt Page. 

486. 103. Whatwasthennmber of inhabitants in the thirteen colonies at that 

period? 

487. — Where were the English settlements ? Where the French 7 

488. 104. What design had the French in view ? 

489. — What did tbe company of English traders do ? 
4<M). — What was the conduct of the Trench? 

491. — Whom did governor Dinwiddie send as messenger to the French 

commander? 
49^ — What course did governor Dinwiddie take on receiving the answer ? 

493. — What was the result of Washington's expedition ? 

494. — When was the Albany plan of union^ formed ? 

495. 105. What did tliis plan provide ? 

496. — Why was it rejected in En^and ? Why in America ? 

497. — What expeditions were resolved upon in 1755 ? 

498. — r Relate the object and result of the expedition to Nova Scotia. 

499. — Who commanded the expedition againkt fort Du Quesne ? 
600. — Wliat was the result of the expedition ? 

501. 106. Who commanded the expedition against Niagara? 

502. — Was he successful ? . . . 

503. — Who commanded the expedition against Crowiq>oint ? 

504. 108. Relate what happened to this expedition. 

505. — Was it abandoncMl ? 

506. 109. What expeditions were proposed the next year ? 

507. — Why was Massachusetts disgusted? How appeased? 

508. — Who was appointed to succ^d Shirley ? 

509. 110. Had war been declared between France and England? 

510. — Who was appointed commander in chief? 

511. — What post did General Montcalm take ? 

512. .^ What had been accomplished in this campaign '/ 

513. U 1. To what did the ministey direct the attention of Lord Loudon ? 

514. ~ Did he effect the object? 

515. — With what force did Montcalm besiege fort WilUam Henry ? 
4 16. — Where b that fort situated ? 

517. — Who was sent to command it ? 

518. 112, Relate the circumstances and resold of the ne|se? 

519. 1 13. What effect had these disasters upon the British nation ? 

520. — Whom did the king appoint prime minister ? 

521. — What expeditions were determined on for the next eampoign ? . 

522. — Who commanded that against Loubburg? 
528. — Who served under him ? 

524. — How did the siege terminate ? 

525. 1 14. What was the result of the attack on Ticonderoga ? 

526. — What fort did colonel Bradstreet capture ? 

527. — Who comm ij^led the expedition against Da Queine ? 

528. — What disaster occurred to it? 

529. — Was it successful ? 

630. — Where was the fort situated ? 

531. — What was the plan of the next campaign? 

532. 115. What vras the event of the expedition against (Hagara ? 

533. — What success did general Amherst meet with ? 

534. — Who commanded the expedition against Quebec? 
536. — What was the condition of that place ? 

536. — When and where did Wolf land his army? 

537. 116. Where does Quebec stand ? 

539. ^ When did a battle take pla^e? What the event ? 

538. — What plan did Wolf then form? 

540. 117. In what manner did he gain the heights of Abraham ? 
54L — What did Montcalm then do ? 

542. — What was the fate of Wolf ? Of Montcalm? 

643. 118. What was the consequence of the batde? 

544. .. When vras_peace concluded? 

545. — What did Frattce cede to Great Britain? 



12 QUESTIONS. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Ouatt Pal*. 

546. 118. How much was added to the debt of En^luid, in the late war ? 
.%47. •— Whence did her legislators seek assistance ? 

M8. U9. What relaticm was supposed to exist between thp another couixtrj 
and iier colonies ? 

19. — What restrictions had Great Britain imposed ? 

;0. — What law was eiiacted in 1764 ? 

A, — What resolution was proposed ? 

2. — In what courts were penalties to be recovered ? 

' >3. 120. What measures did the colonies adopt ? 

»4. — Recite tlie 8th and 9th sections. 

o5. 121. When was tlie stamp act {proposed ? 
^'»6. — What lanffuaj^ was used in sappoiting it? 
..I?. — Recite Col. Barre's speech. 

.V,8. 122. Did the bill pass ? 

. A.9. — What took place in Virginia when the newB arrived ? 

'>*iO. 123. What resolve was passed in Massachusetts ? / 
.Jill . — What was^ the name of the associations formed in New^Engiand ? 
!'iy2, — What occurred in Boston ? What in Newport?. 
rSX — How did tlie citizens of New- York conduct? 
58 1 — What title did they give to the stamp act ? 

5' 5. 124. When did the Congress assemble ? 

jGS. — What were the proceedings of this Congress ? 

567. — What agreements were adopted ? 

5H8. — What was proposed in the British parliament ? 

^G9. — What did Mr. Grenville sav ? 

570. — Recite William Pitt's speech ? 

571. 126. Wbat were the proceedings of parliament? 

572. — Why were the people of New-England and New- York still dissa- 

tisfied? 

573. — For what cause was the assembly of New- York suspended ? 

574. — What measure was adopted in Jane, 1767 ? 

575. 127. What course did the General Court of Massachusetts pursne ? 

576. — How were they punished ? 

5T7. — What measures were then B^opted in Massachusetts ? 

5 73. — What step was taken by general Ghige ? 

570. 128. State what resolutions had been adopted in Parliament ? 

530. — Wbat resolutions were adopted in Virginia ? 

5.S I . — What did the governor do * 

6«2. — What then ensued ? 

581 129. State what occurred in State-street, Boston. 

^!^ 1. — To what place were the troops removed f 

by '?. — What trials took place ? 

'< J. — Who defended the accused ? 

— Were they convicted ? 
1 30. What measure did parliament adopt ? 

— What alteration was made in the non*importation agreements ? 






CHAPTER XVI. 

fj'nO. 1.30. What causes contributed to increase the discontent which previously 

existed in Massachusetts ? 

5''1. 131. By whom were committees of ccMrespondence recommended ? 

592. — ' What was the object and what the effect of them ? 

£93. — What letters did Dr. Franklin obtain and send over ? 

%lf •— ^Hiat effect did these lettei-a have ? 

685. ~ What measure did the East India Company adopt? v 



QUESTIONS. 13 

» 

596. 131. What was done in Philadelj^a and New-Ytn-k ? 

597. 1S2. What was the state of public feeling in Boston ? 

598. -^ What resolution was adopted bjTjthe citizens ? 

599. — What proceeding followed ? 

600. — Recite Joaiah Qnincy's speech. 

601. 133. What was done with the tea ? 

602. — What acts were passed hy parliament ? 

603. — How was the first day of June observed in Virginia ? 

604. 134. What spirit was displayed by the citizens of Salem ? 

605. — What was recommended by the General Court of Massachusetts ? 

606. — When did the delegates meet? 

607. 135. What resolutions did they adopt? , , ^.^ 

608. — What effect had theil* proceedings on public sentiment abroad ? 

609. — Recite Mr. Pitt's speech. . „. . .^ ^, 

610. 136. By what names were the Americans distrnguished I 

611. What measures did governor Gage adopt? 

612. — When did a provincial Congress meet ? 

613. 1S7. What conciliatory proposition was adopted m parliament ? 

614. — Did the Americans accOTt it ? 

615. — When did the battle of Lexington take place? 

616. — What was the result? What the effect ? 

617. 139. What expedition was pHMected in Connecticut? 

618. — By whom was it executed ? 

619. — What posts were taken^ . ^ . t o 

620. 140. What British generals arrived m June ? 

621. — What proclamation wan issued? 

622. — Why aid the provincials resolve to occupy Bunker hill r 

623. Who commanded the provincial troops? 

624. — On what day was the battle fought? 
626. 141. Relate the principal events of the batUe ? 

626. 142. How many Americans were failed and woundea f 

627. — How many British ?^ t . • ». 

628. Did the result dispmt the Americans { 

629. — Whateminentman was killed? ^ ^ . , r^ ^ 

630. — What measures were adopted by the continental Congress ! 
631 ! -^ Who was chosen commander in chief? 

632. 143. What other officers were chosen ? 

633. — What mode was adopted to defray expenses I 

634. — What declaration was issued ? 

635. — Recite^he extracts inserted. 

636. 144. To what place did Washington repair? 

637. — How numerous did he find the atmy ? 

638. — What occurred in Virginia? 

639. 145. What in North Carolina? „„ . ^ . , 

640 — What in South Carolina? What m Georgia ? 

641 — WhatinNew^York? Who was made goveniw there ? 

642. — Whatresolution, referring to him, was passed by Congress? 

643. 146. What was done and projected in 1775 ? 

644. — What was done in New-Hampshore/ 

645. 147. What transactions occurred in October i 

646. — How was the new army to be raised? 

647. 148. How many enlisted? 

f48. — What works were erected m March / 

649* — What did general Howe attempt? . 

650i — FaUing in this, what did he then determine? 

66L — When was Boston evacuated ? 

652 — To what place did the American amy proceed? 

653.' 149. Whither did the British fleet steer ? 



14 QUESTIONS. 

CHAPTER XVn. 

654. 149. How many expeditions were despatched against Canada? 

655. — What did goTernor Garkton do f 

656. — Who proceeded in adrance ? Why? * 

657. — On whom did the chief command devolve ? 

658. 15a What did colonels Allen and Brown attempt ? 
6.59. — What was the fate of Allen ? 

660. — What fortunate event occurred in October ? 

661 . — What other victory was achieved ? 

662. 161. When was St John's surrendered? 

663. — To what place did Monteomery then repair? 

664. — With how many men did he begin his march to Quebec ? 

665. — Who commanded the other expedition ? 

666. How many did it consist of / 

667. — Describe tneur route ? 

668. 152. Were their sufferings great? 

669. — . When did they arrive at the French, setuemeuts? 

670. — When did he cross the river ? 

671. — Where did he encamp ? . 

672. — When did Montjfomery arrive ? 

673. 15S. To what did their united force amonnt? 

674. — How strong were the enemv?. ^ 

675. — What did the general first determme ? 

676. -> What disease broke out in the camp ? 

677. — What was proposed, and resolved upon? , 

678. 154. When was the city assaulted f 

679. What disastrous event occurred? 

680. — What happened to Arnold? 
631. — Who assumed the command ? 

682. 155. How did the attack terminate ? , 

68S. — What was the amount of the Amencan loss? 

684. — Where was Montgomery's monument placed ? 

685. — Howfarfromtbe city did Arnold encamp? 

686. 156. When did general Thomas arrive from Bmaxmty 1 

687. — What was then done ? . 

688. -. To what place did the Americans retreat? 

689. — What occurred at the Cedars ? 

690. 157. Who succeeded ireneral Thomas? 

691. — Of how many did his army consist ? 

692. — How strong was the enemy ? 

693. — Where did Sullivan halt? 



CHAPTER XVIU. 

What reply wag made when the last petition was presented to the kttgt 

What treaties were made with German pmcea ? 

What expedition v^ despatdied in \^^%^ , , ^_^ , 

Who was appointed cMnmander of the Bntisti naval torees s 

What preparations were made at Chaite^? 

Relate what occurred in the attack on SuUivan's israaa ? 

What was the effect of this battle? , . ^ , 

What able pamphlet was published at ttiM time? 

Who proposed, m Confess, a decUiaHon of maepeooenee f 

Who seconded the motion? ■ 

Who were the committee umomted to prepare it ? 

On what day was it adopted? 

Recite the 17th seetfon. 

What was done at New- York ? 
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QUteSTIONS. 15 



708. 162. How wa« the American anny posted ? 

709. — Where did the British troops first land? 

710. -^ How were the two armies posted on Long Island ? 

71 1. — Describe the battle which took placie ? 

712. •— Which gained the victory ? 

713. 16S. Whither did Washington retreat ? 

714. — Where did he take poA in September ? 
716. — What did the enemy then do ? 

716. *- What calamity happened to the city ?- 

717. — What plan of wartare did Washington adopt ? 

718. — To what place did he next repair ? 

719. — What was the result of the battle there fought^ 

720. 164. What fwt was attacked ? 

721. — Where was it sitaated ? 

722. — Which gained the victory ? 

723. -- What then followed? 

724. -^ What proclamation was issued ? 

725. 165. To what place did Congress remove ? 

726. — With what power did mey invest Washington T 

727. -1- What happened to genCKil Lee ? 

728., — What was the behaviour of the British ? 

729. — What brilliant victory was achieved? 

780. 166. What other exploit was performed ? 

731. — Who was among the womiaed ? 

732. — WhatfoUowed? 

733. — What effect had these victories? 



CHAPTER XIX. 

734. 167. What spirit did Congress exhibit? 

735. — What measures did they take ? 

736. Who were sent comnnssioners to France ? 

737. — What did the French ministry permit ? . . * -> 

738. Of what value were the prizes made by American privateers ? 

739! 168. Whatdistingnished Frenchman joined the Americans? 

740. — What appointment did he receive ? 

741. ^~ How were the American prisoners treated ? 

742. 169. To what place did Howe transport hb troops? 

743. — Whither did Washington march ? , 

744. *- Which gaiped tlie victory at Brandywine creek? 
745! — What officer was wounded? 

74$. -« To what place did Washington eventuaUy retreat ? 

747! — When did Howe enter Philadelphia? 

748. 170. What was the result of the battle on lake Champlam ? 

749. What expedition was concerted in the winter ? 

750. — By whom was it to be commanded? 

751. What Amerwan commanded the northern department ? 

752! — To what place did Burgojme despatch St. Leger ? 

753. — When did he appear before Ticonderoga? 

754. What vms the number of his army ? 

766. — When was Ticonderoga evacuated ? 

756. 171. To what place did the Americans eventuaUy retreat ? 

757. — What intelligence was received firom St. Leger? 

758. — What was the effect of the American proclamation ? 
759! — Whither did Burgovne despatch Baum? 

760. Who commanded tne American militia? 

761. 172. Which gained the .victory on the 16th of August ? 
762! — What occurred afterwards? « . ^ o 
763. — What was the effect of the victory at Bennmgton/ 



16 I^UESTIONS. 

What was the ftite of St Legei^ expedition ? 

Who were appobted to command the American amv ? 

DeMribe the first battle of StiUwaler. 

Describe the second* 

What was done by ffeneral Vaoghan ? 

To what place did Burgoyne retreat ? 

When did he surrender ? 

Describe the battle of Germantown. 

State the result of the assault upon Red bftnk and upon Fort Mifflin. 

Where did Washington's army pass t!i^. winter ? 
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CHAPTER XX • 

774. 176. When was the Confederation adopted ? 

775. — What powers did it confer on Congress? 

776. — What right did the sUtesreserre? 

777. 177. Wlio was appointed insneetor general? • 

778. •^ What treaties were maae with France ? 

779. — What act was passed by the British parliament? 

780. — State what tooK place between the commisiioBeit and Joseph Ree^ 

781. — What course did Great Britain porsoe ? 

782. 1 78. When did the British army quit Philadelphia 1 

783. — Did a battle take place sooB after ? Where? 

784. — Wha commanded the Americans? 

785. — What was the resnh of the battle? 

786. — What chams were made against Lee? 

787. — What was his sentenee? 

788. — What assistance arrived from France? 

789. 179. What enterprise was then projected ? 

790. — Who commanded the Amcnrleaa. troops? 

791. — What occurred at sea? 

792. — WhatwasSullivaaoonpeHedtodo? 

793. 180. What towns were attadied and ravaged ? 

794. — Relate what occurred at Tappan. 

795. — How and where did Wasiiingto&'t army pass the winter 



CHAPTUlt XXI. 

796. 181. By what was the campaign of 1779 distiitfjukhed? 

797. — What ezpediUon sailed from New-York ? 

798. — What did the enennr effect in Georgia ? 

799. — Who took command in the southern departaaent ? 
900. — What occurred at Savannah ? 

801. — What other expedition sailed fron» New- York? 

802. — What did it aceonmlish ? 

90S. 182. What ezpeditwn did Clark undertake ? 

804. — What was his success ? 

804. — What were the purpose and success of Sullivan's expeditifln ? 

805. — What towns were burnt in Conneeticnt? 

806. 163. What exploit was performed by general Wayne ? 

807. ^ What naval battle was fought in September? 

808. — Where did the wMrthem army pass die winter ? 

809. — Were thehrsdfimngs great? 

810. 184. How mueh paper money had been issued? 

81 1. — How much had it depreciated ? 

812. — What new mode was Adopted'to supply the armv ? 



GH^TERXXII. 

truest. Fife. 

814. 185. What place did the e^emybedeffe in the spring? 

815. — Who were the opposii^ Cdnunanders ? 

816. — What wa8 Hie event of the siege ? 

817. — What exploit did colonel Tarleton perform? 

818. 186. What condnct of general Clinton excited indignation ? 

819. — What service did Bumpter render ? 
'820. — Who led an army from the north ? 
621. — > Describe the battle near Camden. 

822. ~ What occurred at the Catawba ford ? 

823. 187. What conduct did Comwallis adopt? 

824. — Who was a successful leader of liie patriots ? 

825. ^ Who was appointed commander of uie tories ? 

826. 188. Where was he posted ? 

827. — By whom was he attacked, and what was the result ? 

828. ~v Who was appointed to succeed Gates ? 

829. — Where was tne northern army posted ? 
890. — What were their sufferings and conduct ? 

831. — What squadron and tro<^ arrived in July ? 

832. — What project was disconcerted ? How? 

833. 189. What disaffected Arnold? 

834. — What plot did he meditate ? 

835. — With whom had he an interview ? 

836. — Relate the circumstances of Andre's capture? 

837. 190. What was his conduct ? What his fate ? 

838. ^ How much did Arnold receive ? 

839. 191. What occurred at Morristown ? 

840. — What were the complaints of the soldiers ? 

841. — How was tiie mutiny appeased ? 

842. » Whkt did the states do? 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

843. 192. What project was resumed in the spring of 1781 ? 

844. — What delayed its accomplishment / 

845. — What commander fought the battle of the Cowpens ? 

846. — What was the result? 

847. 193. What did Comwallis attempt ? 

848. — What occurred on the retreat ? 

849. 194. Describe the engasrement between Lee and the tories. 

850. -^ Give an accoimt of the battle at Guilford court house ? 

851. — Where did Greene halt? 

852. — Whither did Comwallis proceed ? 

853. 195. Which was victorious at Hobkirk's hill ? 

854. *- What posts were captiu«d in South Carolma ? 

855. — What was the event of the siege of Nmety-Six ? 

856. 196. Describe the battle of Eutaw. 

857. — 1*0 what place did Comwallis repair ? 

858. 197. Why was he recalled to the sea-board ? 

859. — What posts did he fortify ? 

860. — What did Washington determine to do? 

861. _ What expedition did Clinton despatch ? 

862. 198. What did it accomplish ? 

863. — What nevve did Washington receive, at Chester ? 

864. — Of how many troops did the alUed forces consist f 

865. — When was the cannonade begun ? 

866. 199. What occurred during the siege ? 

867. — When did Comwallis surrender? 



18 QUESTIONS. ^ 

sS!* 'iSK^ What was the Mmber of prisoners? 

Is -mat emotions did this rictoprp^^ 

870. 200. What weie the feelings of the 6ntwh nation? 

871. — What of the kbg? , . ^^«^» 

872. — What opimondS the honse of c(Hnmons ei?>re8s 7 

87$. — When were pacific overtores made ? 

874. — When did hostilities cease?, . 

876. — Who were the American ministers / 

876. 201. Who was tiie British Bumster 7 , 

877. — When was the definitive treaty sMned/ 

878. — Why wore tiie American troops dissatisfied/ 

879. 202. WhatoccniredatNewbmh? 

880. — Whenwasthearmydishanded? 

881. — When was New-Yorit evacuated 7 . 

882. — When did Washington resiffli his comnOssionf 

883. — To what place did he retire? 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

834. 203. >Vhat was the state of Ae country at tte close of the ^^ 

886. — How much had national secnnties depreciated? 

886. — What prevented tiie prosperity of commerce/ 

887. 204. What occurred in MaMachosetts ? 

888 — What was the result of tiie meeting at AnnapolK ? 

889 — What resolution did Congress adopt? 
890! — When did the convention m^t? 
891. — Who was chosen president of it/ 

Isl: m. r^[dirr"cL"Sr^er fio« the arUeles of c<*fe- 

deration? , ^.. u ^'> 

S94. — What is said of the members of the house / 

895.* — What of the senators? 

896. — What of the President? 

897. *- What of tiie Vice-President? 

898. ~ What is required in passmg a law ? 

899. 206. What powers are conferred on Umgress f 

900. — Whatis said of tiie judicial department/ 

901. — What objections were made to the Constitatiotoj 

902. — By what names were Its friends and opposersstyiea? 

ona Bv how many states was it ratified ? .« « . j . o 

m, - WhoTarekited first President? Who Vioe-President ? 

905, — When was the President inaugurated? 

906! 207. What duties were laid ? , ,. , , ^ 

907, VHiat departments were establishea / 

908*. — Who were appointed secretaries? 

909. — What tour did the President make? 

910. 208. What did HamiltoB recommend? ^^^^.^jo 

911. — For what reasons was his reconmiendatumcmposed/ 

912. 209. Was it adopted? What was the amount of ^ fimdcd / 

913. — Why were the duties cm distilled spints proposea / 
914^ — ' When were tiiey laid ? 

916. — When was the bank incorporated / .^^.^^ 

916. — When did North Carohna adopt Ihe constitution/ 

917. — When did Rhode island? 

918. — Where is Vermont situated? , . j^ 

919. — By what states had the territory beoi claimed / 

920. — What did the inhabitants do in 1777? , ,_ . « 

921. 210. In what year was Vermont admitted mtp the Ulflon / 

922. ^ Wiien was Kentucky admitted? 



QUESTIOI^S 19 

Qamt. Pafe. 

923. 210. When was the first census completed ? 
'824. — What was the number of inhabitants ? 

925. — How many were slares ? 

926. — State liie amomit. of the revenue, imports^ and exports. 

927. — When was the war with the Creeks terminated ? 

928. — With what tribes did war btill exist ? 

929. — Who commanded the troops seht against them ? 

930. — State the circumstances and result of the battle. 

931. 211. Who were next elected President and Vice-President ? 

932. — What occurred in France^ at tiiis period ? 

933. 212. What were the feelings of the Americans and French ? 

934. — Who was ap^inted minister to the United States ? 

935. — What authonty did he assume ? 

936. — What cotorse did the President take? 

937. 213.^ Who was appointed to succeed St. Clair ? 

938. — Was he successful ? 

939. — When and where did he conclude a treaty ? 

940. 214. What produced discontent in Pennsylvama ? 
. .941; — What meeting was held at Pittsburgh ? ' 

942. — What measure did the President adopt ? 

943. — Was the insurrection suppressed ? 

944. 216. What difficulties existed with England ? 

945. — ' When did Mr. Jay conclude a treaty ? 

946. — What appeared to be public sentiment in relation to it 1 

947. — Did the President ratjiy it ? 

948. 216. What had been the conduct of Spain ? 

949. — What did she deny to the western people ? 

950. — . When was a treaty with her concluded ? . 

951. — What privilege did it secure ? , 

952. — When was a treaty concluded with Algiers ? 

953. 217. When did Mr. Jefferson resign ? 

954. ^ When did Hamilton ? When did Knox? 
965. 218. What was the conduct of Fauchet ? 

956. — Who was appointed minister to France ? 

957. — What did France wish ? 

958. — What measures did she adopt ? • 

959. 219. Who was api>ointed minister to France in 1796 ? 

960. — What determination did Washington form ? 

961. — State the substance of his farewell address ? 

962. — Who were brought forward as candidates for the presidency ? 

963. — Who were chosen President and Vice-President ? 



CHAPTER X5tV. 

964. 220. What was the purport of the despatches received from France ? 

965. — What laws were passed ? 

966. — Who were appoin(;cd envoys to France ? 

967. — What was the conduct of the Directory ? 

968. 221. What was done by Congress ? 

969. — Who was appointed to command the army.? 

970. — ^Vhat naval battles were fought ? 
^71. — .When was peace concluded f 

72. — When did* Washington die ? 

73. 222. What were the proceedings of the hoiise ? 

74. — What of the senate ? 

75. -* When did Congress first meet at Washington ? 

76. — Who were the candidates for President and Vice-President ? 

77. — How was the choice made ? 

7g. — , Who were elected ? • 

2C 
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979. 222. What causes rendered Mr. Adams unpopular ? 

990. — What was done at the next session of Congress ? 

981. 224. When was the second census taken? 

982. -- What was the number of inhabitants? 
99S. — How much had it increased in ten years ? 

984. — How much had the exports increased ? 

985. — How much the revenue 1 

986. — To what should this prosperity be attributed ? 

987. — When was Ohio admitted ? ^ , t .,_. ^ ^ 

983. — When was the rijjht of deposite at New-Orleans prohibited ? 
999. — What proposition was made in Congress ? 

990. — What course was adopted ? 

991. — What was the price paid for Louisiana? 

n<^2. — By whom and when was Louisiana discovered ? 

y'j3. — When ceded to Spain ? 

994. — When retroceded to France ? 

995. 225. ^Vhat were the inhabitants? 

996. — What occurred im the harbour of Tripob ? 

997. — What exploit did lieutenant Decatur perfonn? 

998. 226. What project did general Eaton undertake ? 

999. — Descrioe his route ? 

loco. — When did he arrive at Deme ? 

lOOl. — What ensued at that city? 

1002 227, What arrangement was made? 

1003." - Relate what occurred in New-YoA in 1804. . ,_. , 

1 (^4. — Who were chosen President and V ice-Presiaent in 1804 / 

1 ooo! — Of what was Burr saspected in 1 806 ? 

1006. 228. Was he apprehended ? 

1007. — When and where was he tned ? 

1008. — What was the verdict of the jury? 

1009. — What was the state of Europe at this period? 

1010. — "What advantage did America derive 7 

1011. — What right didGreat Britain claun? . 

1012. 229. What aggressions wei^e committed by British crm^ f 

1013. — State the purport of the British orders, dated m 1806. 

1014. — What decree w«s issued at Berlin ? 

1015. — What was the effect of these measures ? 

1016. — What event occurred in June 1807 ? 

1017. 230. What measures did the President adopt ? 

1018. — ' What course did the British government take ? 

1019. — What imp<ntant law was enacted ? « . . „ 

1020. — - What measures were adopted by Great Britam ? 

1021. — What by Bonaparte? . r xt r. -j j * 

1022. — What effect had the embargo upon the people of New-l!«nglaiMl 7 

1023. 231. Mr. Jefferson declining, who was elected President 7 

1024. -. Who Vice-President ? 

1025. — What law was substituted for the embargo ? 
1026.' — What arrangement was made with Ersldlie ? 

1027. — Was it ratified by Great Britain ? ^ . ^, , ^, 

1028. 232. Did Great Britain persist in her unfnendlv conduct/ 

1029. — What occurred on the coasts of Virgiliia ? 

1030. — What did Mr. Foster propose? . » .^j4 

1031. 233. How many vessels had been captured since 1803, by Bntistt 

cruizers? 

1032. — What did the President recommend ? 

1033. — What laws were enacted ? 

1034. — Relate what occurred at Tippecanoe ? 

1035. 234. What was the object of John Henry's mission ' 

1036. — Did he meet witn any success ? 

1037. — When was war declared ? 

1038. — For what reasons was it condemned ? 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Qn«st. Pare. 

1039. 235. Who was appointed commander in chief? 

1040. — What other srenera^s were appointed ? 

1041. _ When did Hullinvade Canada? 
104^. 236. What events occurred in that quarter ? 

1043. — Who led an expedition towards the territory of Michigan ? 

1044. — For what purpose was an army assembled on the frontier ? 

1045. 237. Who commanded this army ? 

1046. — What post was assaulted ? With what success ? 

1047. — Who succeeded Van Rensselaer ? 

1048. 239; What abortive attempts did he make ? 

1049. — What was done by general Dearoorn ? 

1050. 239. Describe the battle between the Constitution and Guerriere ? 
1061. — What other naval victories were gained ? 

1052. 240. What was the number of prizes made during the first sevtn 

months of the war ? 
1063. -r- WhowereelectedPresidentand Vice-President in 1812? 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

1054. 241. What terms were offered to the Bt-itish government ? 

1055. — Why were the propositions of Great Britain rejected ? 

1056. . -— What measures did Congress adopt ? 

1067. — What took place at French town ? 

1068. 242. To what place did Harrison march ? 

1069. — By whom was fort Meigs invested ? 

1060. — What did general Clay attempt ? 

1061. — V^at success did he meet with ? • 

1062. 243. How did the siege terminate ? 

1063. — Describe the attack upon York. 

1064. — What geiteral was killed there ? 

1065. — What fort was next attacked? 

1066. 244. What generals were made prisoners at Stoney creek ? 

1067. — What other misfortune followed ? 

1068. — What post was attacked by the British ? 

1069. — Who commanded there ? 

1070. — What was the event of the attack ? 

1071. — What occurred on the sea-coast ^ 

1072. 245. Describe tlie naval action fouprht February 23rd. 

1073. -^ Describe the action between the Chesapeake and Shanoon. 

1074. 246. What were the last words of Lawrence ? 

1075. — How was the victory received in England ? 

1076. 247. What other contests took place at sea ? 

1077. — Describe the affair at fort Stephenson. ^ 

1078. — Whai present did colonel Croghan receive ? 

1079. — Who were the re3i;)ective commanders on lake Eric ? 

1080. 248. What words were inscribed on Perry's flag ? 

1081. — Relate the events of the battle. 

1082. — Recite PeiTv's letter to Harrison. 

1083. — What did Harrison effect ? 

1084. 249. Who was appdintcd to command the army of the centre ? 
ip85. —4 What orders did he receive ? 

jogfl. »-k What occurred while descendinj? the St. Lawrence ? 

087. — . Why was the project abandoned ? 

088. 250. What offer was made by the emperor of Russia ? 

089. — Who were appointed commissioners ? 

090. — What laws were passed by Congress ? 

09 L — What spirit was displayed by the southern Indians ? 



22 QUESTIONS. 

QumL Pufe. ^^ , « •-. 

1092. 251. Wfiat occurred at fort Mimms ? 

1093. _ Detcribe the battle at Tallushatchie ; at Talladega ; ai Emacfc^ 

faw ; at Tohopeka. 

1094. 252. What occurred at the Hickory ground ? 

1095. — Recite Wcthcrford's speech. 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 

1096. 252. \Vliat bounty was oflfered to recruits? « . . « 

1097. 253, What communication was received from Great Bntaur? 

1098. — Was the proposition accepted ? 

1099. — Wlio were appomted additional commissioners? 

1 100. T- What occurred at the river La Cole ? 

11 01. — Who was appointed to succeed Wilkinson ? 

11 02. — Wliat events had recently occurred in Europe ? ^ 

1 lOS. — How were these events advanta^ous to Great Britain ? 

1 104. 254. Which party was victorious at Chippewa ? 

1105. — Relate the events of the battle of Bridgewater. 

1 106. 255. What step did general Ripley take ? 

1 107. — By how many troops was fort Erie invested ? 

1 108. — What was the event of the assault made by the enemy ? 

1 109. — What of the sortie made by the besieged ? 

1110. — When was the siege abandoned ? 

1111. — When did general Izard arrive from Plattsburgh 7 

1112. — What expeditions proceeded from Canada ? 

1113. — What was the object of each ? 

1114. 256. What took place at the ford ? 

1115. — What was the result of the battle on the lake ? 

1116. — What did the British army then do? 

1117. 257. What actions occurred at sea? 

11 19. — Where were great exertions made for defence ? 

1119. — When did the main body of the enemy land '^ 

1 120. 25S. Where did the Americans make a stand ? 

1 121. — What occuned there ? 

1 122. — Whither did general Winder retreat ? 

1 1 23. — When did U»e enemy enter Washington ? 

1 124. — What was their conduct there ? 

1 125. — What took place at Alexandria ? 

1 126. — What did Ross next undertake ? 

1 127. 259. What was his fate ? 

1 128. -*- How was the fleet received ? 

1 129. —- What was the event of this expedition ? 

1 130. — When did the convention meet at Hartford ? 

1131. 260. \Vhat was enumerated and proposed in their address ? 

1 1 32. — "Wliat mfortnation was received from Ghent ? 

1133. — - What measures did Congress adopt? 

1 134. — Who performed the duties of Secretary of War ? 

1135. — Who was appointed Secretary of the Treasury ? 
1 136* — What force arrived at Pensacola ? 

1137. — What was it permitted to do ? 

1138. — . What did generalJackson do ? 

^ 1 1 39. — What information did he receive at MobUe ? 

1140. — What step did he then take ? 

1141. — What did he find the condition of New-Orleans? 

U42, 26 1 . What was his conduct ? 

1 143. — Where did the enemy take a position, December 2SDd 7 

1 1 44. — What occurred in the evening of the 23rd ? 
nil* ^®-' Where did Jackson erect fortifications? 
U46. -^ ^Vpre these assaulted ? With what success ? 
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2147. 262. When was the last assanll made ? Describe it. 

1148 — What was th@ amouiit of loss on each side ? 

1149. — Wnat took place on the west side of the river ? 

1150. 26S. Wiiat course did general Lambert then take ? 

1151. — When was peace concluded ? 

1152. • — What were the provisions of the treaty ? 

1 153. — What victories were achieved at sea ? 



APPENDIX. 

1154. 265. By what vns the era of the settlement of this country distin- 

goished? 

1155. — What distinguished the country whence the settlers came ? 

1156. — To what class did they belong ? 

1157. — What powerful establishments existed in Europe ? 

1158. 266. What conduct did they pursue ? 

1159. — Were these establishments transferred to America ? 

1160. — What doctrine prevailed in flurepe ? 

1161. — What was the nature and consequence of this doctrine ? 

1162. — What is meant by the law of primogeniture ? 

1 163. — What was the opieration of this law / 

1164. — Does this doctrine, or this law, exist in the United States ? 

1165. 267. What is said of the systems of government -established in the 

colonies ? 

1166. — In what is the contrast greatest between the European and Amen- 

can systems of government ? 

1 167. — What does the miutarv peace establishment of Ghreat Britain cost ? 

1168. — What that of t^e United States / 

1169. — What the respective naval establishments ? 

1170. •— What do British subjects pay individually in taxes ? 

1171. — What do t|^se of the United States pay ? 

11*^. 268. In what pursuits are the greatest portion of the inhabitants engaged 7 

1 173. — What b produced in the northern states ? 

1174. — What in the middle and western ? 

1175. — What in the southeyi / 

1176. — What number was eniraged in agriculture in 1820? 

1177. ^ What value of agricultural products was exported ? 

1178. — State the value of tlie principal articles. 

1179. 269. What curcumstances contributed to i\\e prosperity of commerce ? 

1180. — State the increase of our tonna?e and revenue. 

1181. — How many were engaged m commerce in 1820 ? 

1182. — What was the amount of exports and imports in 1823. ? 

1183. — What in 1807? 

11 84. — Why has commerce declined ? 

1185. — How early did the cod fishery on the American coast attract at- 

tention ? 

1 186. 270. How many ships and seamen did the French employ in it, in 1744 ? 

1187. r- What quantity of fish did they take ? 

1 J88. — In 1760, how many vessels were fitted out from the poi-ts of New- 
England ? 

1189. — How many seamen were employed ? 

1 190. -. What is said in relation to t' le negociation of the peace of 1 783 ? 

1191. - — > What estimate has been made in relation to these fisheries ? 

1192. — What was their annnal value ? 

1193. — Why important to the nation ? 

1 194. — ^Vhat is said of the whaJe fishery ? 



,1 QUESTIONS. 

1195. 271. SdUe the Ttlne of the products of this fishery exported in 1807 7 In 

18237 

1196. •— Recite the extract froin Burke's speech. 

1197. 272. What is said of manufactiires 7 .. ^ . , 
. 1198. — What gave the first impulse to this branch or nonstry 7 

1 1 99. — What was ttie amount of manufactures in 1814 7 

1200. — Which are the principal manufacturing states 7 

1201. -^ Which the principal manufactures 7 

1202. How many were engaged in manufactures i» 1^0? 

1203. 273. What was the amount of the debt iif 1790 7 

1204. — What in 1812? ,. , , , • / 

1205. — How much was contracted m the last war 7 T^ • > 

1206. — What was the amount hi 1823 7 

1207. — From what is the revenue principally derired 7 

1208. — In 1822, how much accrued from commerce? 

1209. — Howmuch from the sale of lands? How much irom other sourcei} 

1210. 274. What was the amount of expenditures in 1822 7 

1211. — What was the excess of revenue over expenditures 7 

1212. — What course has been pursued m Europe, in relation to edncattoa 7 

1213. — What in the United States 7 

1214., — What law wa? passed in 1647, {nidation to schools 7 

1215.' — What was done when the inhabitants increased ? 

1216. — What is the amount of the school fund in Connecticut 7 

1217. — How is the interest appropriated 7 

1218. — What has been the effect of this system 7 

1219. 276. What is the amount of the school fund in New-Yoik 7 

1220. — How is the interest appropriated 7 

1221. — How many scholars were tauffht there in 1823 7 

1222. — What is said of education iji Virginia ? , . * 

1223. What has the national government done in relation to edneation f 

. 1224. — What is said of Academies? 

1226. 276. When was Harvard College founded 7 WTiere? 

1226. •— How many volumes does the library contain 7 

1227. — When was Yale College founded ? 

1228. — Where is it established 7 

1229. — How many volumes does its libraries contausf 

1230. — How many other colleges are there in the UMon 7 

1231. — What are tauffhtiu all? 

1232. 277. What in addition are taught in some of them 7 

1 233. — What remark has been made of th% United States 7 

1234. — Is it just? ^ . . rr.. jc. 

1235. — What direction has been giv^ to talents m the Umtea States ? 

1236. 278. What celebrated inventors may America boast of 7 

1237. — Who are her eminent historians ? Theological writers 7 

1238. — What political writings are spoken of? 

1239. — What is said of American painters ? 

1240. 279. Where are Congregationalists most numerous 7 ^ ^ 

1241. — Where Presbyterians 7 Where Methodists 7 Where Roman Ca- 

tholics 7 , ^ ^ 

1242. What are the distinguishing traits of the Amencan character ? 

1243. — Whatissaidof the manners of Americans? ' 

1 244. — How often does the population of the United States double 7 

1245. — How often that of Great Britam 7 

1246. — Has the augmentation of wealth and power been as rai>idf 

1247. — What circumstances indicate that the United States will contmue 

to prosper 7 

1 248. 281. Yet on what does their prosperity depend > 



